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Salem to develop
new Master Plan

SALEM - The Salem Planning
Board, in conjunction with UNH
Cooperative Extension, is sponsor-
ing a Community Profile Project to
be held on Jan. 28 and 29 at
Woodbury Middle School on Main
Street. This one-and-a-half day
long event will bring people from
various segments of the town
together to discuss the Town's
future growth and development.
The planning board hopes this pro-
ject will serve as the starting point
for Salem's next Master Plan.

A Steering Committee made up
of representatives from many local
boards and committees has worked

over the last five months to orga-
nize the event. Steering Committee
Chairman Gary Azarian said, "This
is the perfect way to start the
Town's 250th anniversary celebra-
tion. We hope to have 300 people
talking about Salem's future. This
event gives everyone the opportu-
nity to make a difference in the
community. Every resident is invit-
ed to attend.”

Please contact Planning
Director Ross Moldoff at 890-
2080 if you want additicnal infor-
mation on the Commumty Profile
Project.




Project must meet
town standards
To-the-editor:

We are writing to €Xpress concern
about the Burlington Self-Storage
project proposed for 232 N. Broad-
way in Salem, N.H. The property
involves an extensive commercial
development on wetlands and is
abutted on two sides by eight single-
family residences.

The drainage plan as submitted is
designed to intentionally increase
the volume of water discharged into
the area which abuts the homes. The
“natural screening” does not meet
the regulatory requirements. The
lighting is intrusive, particularly
since it will shine into the bedrooms
of the abutting homes. Specifically,
the drainage, screening and lighting
as proposed by the developer nega-
tively impact residentia] abutters in
the Morrison Avenue and Beverly
Avenue neighborhood.

In regards to the drainage, the
plan proposes the creation of an arti-
ficial “lake” to store water displaced
by the five buildings and associated
paved areas. Snow removal will be
accomplished by dumping snow into
the periphery of the lot where it will
drain into a swale designed to carry
the runoff into the largest of the wet-
lands‘bordering the yards of the
homes on Beverly and Morrison
avenues.

In the past 30 years, at least four
projects have been proposed for this
site. All of these projects were
required to drain the water away
from the northeast corner and
required channeling water off the
property toward North Broadway
because of the impact on the Bever-
ly and Morrison Avenue neighbors.

A review of Planning Board min-
utes of the Grossman proposal
developed by Kimball Chase
described the northeast drainage as
totally inadequate to support a
development one-fourth the size of

the Burlington Self-Storage Project.
The Burlington proposal discharges

water onto the most troublesome
wetland area and does nothing to
look for alternate drainage sites. It

ignorevs the previous information
presented.

Town ordinances require Salem to
“protect residents against the dan-

gers of increased flooding” in the

development of wetlands. There js
not adequate Protection for the

neighbors in this proposal.

The current proposal offers ng
Screening from the commercial
building for the residential neigh-

bors. While there is an elaborate

facade, the posterior of the building

I Isnot screened from the residences,

Our broperty is 120 feet from this
t  structure, =
—m—m——
Zoning regulations require “3
buffer area which sha]l include
shrubs, walls or Some combination
thereof which wil] provide a visuag]
Screening at all seasons of the year.”
In summary, there are serigug
Issues in terms of drainage, screen-
ing and lighting. The proposed
development s within 120 feet of
our property and approximately the
same distance from the largest and
most troublesome of the wetlands.
We ask the board to specifically
consider these issues and require
the developer to adhere to existing
regulations and zoning require-

. ments.

IOHN X. and £. MADELINE MOONAN
Salem, N.H,

—_—
— T



i

Wwodaunqins|des@iopLipeos
e jlewd Aq 40 Tpe )0 YN ‘dusimen
‘001 x09'0'd ‘aunquj -a)8eg ayj o3
Bupum 4q payseas oq ues Y ‘suwnjod
adnny Joy seapy so suopsadins ‘suon
“IESL 3IM SIapea wody Jeay o) ay
Pinom Buno g suiyy) ‘seipe ‘Japiy peoy

'PTes 9y ‘asdefjod [rim 98pLiq
243 18y} Ja3uRp ou ST 39y [, « unxds
P43 U BaIe 2anud o)) aArdal 0) ueyd
oM pUE 31 Jnoqe mouy s19su1dus angy
213y} uossaadap e st ax9y g, ‘ado))
8no( ‘uewisayods Aemusryssepn
sitwpe 48 aa,nok ‘sag,,
‘Pres oy 'sayour 7 Jnoqe s 31
ouey (1o avy) Bupssud ay ur 8urpe
TARILILLT UOUM IT 90000 |, JITYISARY]
Ul punogyIou zg x5 Iesu sadpLiq
OM] J3A0 SIALID 3y usym Ajqesonou
SUINUIS peoJ 3y} jo s1emeE s, 9y
1B} 20M I8 BUI P[0 GG DIBISIaIUT
U0 I940puy y1ioN 03 AIngsewy
10y sa)NuNuos oym angesyjos v

sdip adpriq ayy,

“Hodity feroneusajuy uedoy 0y
ssaxdxy uedoy sy 0 uoisog 0y snq
U Ry domnunie) yIgn jo 201040
B OALY [PM SI0UMO OS0UM S0 0ob'e
) Hupgand ap1aoad [im saaow 9¢
ay], "eale Sunrem e pue aoeds [ejax
‘sotouade 9oyt Jof dunoyon “won
“UIS VLHW mou e opnpour s xopd
-lu0d 3y ], "8uLids 1xau jo ayep uonapd

¢[e03 Speo1 areq, s31 Sunsow

-0 9aneIusy B urAls st uonesod
~100) X3SIPPIW “(YILIW) MLoyiny
nonelrodsueny, Leg S)jasnyorssey
PUE JI04SSBIN) AILIOyINY 1104 syos
-nyoessey ‘Aemydrygssepy jo oam
-Uaa jutof e st ‘rojua;) uoneLiodsueay,
WNMeYSIHy Jussaad ayj uodn puedxo
pue aoedax mm yoym ‘J91u9) uop
-Bl0ds1eL, [euoidoy mau Yy, Aem
92I3WWO) S, UINQOM JO 411D ayl
PUe Isjua) uogelodsuel], euorsoy
WINqop uoIIw zz¢ e :s193ua0 jue)
-Jodwll oM} 0] 3oouuod [1» a3ueyo
~I91UL M3u oY) ‘[[e] 1XoU paystuyy
uaym “1ed4 ised ay) 10 sroynwwion
pandLuy sey worlonIsuos )
"§pBOI Jo adueydiajuy
BuyAueduionoe 2l3) puw ¢g ojrls
-19)uY 1340 31Ing Butaq 98pLIq uoru
0T$ 9y3 uo sepdn ue 10§ sty s7 31

€6-1 U0 Yaopm

«TBO B £q 114 9q [Im
4a1) ey Surhaiiom 1noyIm asnoy
sJuaiedpuessd e o} Jo s.puauy e o
S91q J1aY3 SpLI 0} SPIy 1Y) Mo[[R 0
o1qe 8q 0} sUaed J0J 90TU 9q pjnom
3] "mou Jeyy op pInod spry jery Aem
Ou St 2194], "pres ays ‘seo|prerg
01 'poAr] om dtoym uReg YiroN wogj
G N0 9P pInud [ pue spuaLy
Aw ‘pry v sem | woym,, 'PBY Bys
$13ouaq Aofus pmod surmy Jay ey
OS SY[RMIPIS 210111 PINg 0) umoy o))
SNI] PINOM ‘Umo) [[BLUS B SEM JI UDYM

wareg ur dn Max8 oym Jatpjowr Sunos
B “I9[[9)] ®SIT Ing ‘SN0 J0J vaw
SNTeMIDIS Jey) ‘syemapls paau j,uop
Sumoy sxiysdwep] maN jey; aay HE!
sunqur-s[8e ayf, 1 spusLy anys
-duwer] map s Japny peoy jo swog
‘pres
Y ‘Mou 4q umoy noysnoay; syjem
-9PIS JO IOMISU B daRY pInom om
‘03e sieak ¢y poweis pey am ji,,
"SY[BMIpIS pasod
-01d 1o Bupgsrxs jo 1997 000°T UM
speox 3uipying j1 4[uo sy[emapis
[feisut o] paxmboax aiw Sa9pIng ‘A1
“JUSLING "SUOISIATPQNS mau Juipymq
UayMm sy[emaprs [[eisur 0} siaping
Buprmbaua a0 JoAwj Uy osTR B,OH ‘Um0
Ur paysom §8y oy siwes gy oyy Jdoj
198pngq oYy ur sy[ERMapIS Jo uononns
-uod nd 01 umoy sy Buryse usaq
Sey oY ey 19pTy peoy POl oy
‘HOPIOW
SSOY 10109217 Sutuueyg ur 4[pe ue
9ABY UMO] JO SBOIR [RUSPISal pue
onqnd ur yjoq sy[EMapIS 210w ass
0y a1 pn

MOUS JO 901 JO UOHBULIOY 21} Sjuaa
-21d pue Jumord £q [eAOWA [Ny 4]
-Teau Juminurad ‘uonipuoo JAresuw,,
B Ul mous sdasy ‘yuowaarwd syl
01 MOUs Jo souUaIaYpe 535NpaT Jjeg
"AD{dMb sprod a1y Teopd jusunredap
ay} durdiay ur ojox £ay e sherd (yes
(e} UouUIwod) spLIc[ys wnipog
{Apeaa
W SeM sAep poE U 380y a1y ‘uLiols
S,A¥PLL] 158 0) pajneal Jusun.edap
Yl 1[eM MOy JO JUSWISSHSSE Inod
MOWY 01 91 p[nom Japry peoy
'sdois mous
2 Jaye s1qissod s uoos se punoad
918q 0) SPROI UTRW 9Y] JBI[S 0} [e0d
SIGBIWIPE pUB UMOWY-T]oMm 3] Jouoy
0} Bosjwoxd puw A{snopros A1oa
[BAOWIB 90T pue MOUS Sayw) jusw
-1aedap ayp
“£2110d jonuo))
93] pue [eaouray
moug a8ed
-11 s,uoniwixod
-SURl1] JOo juswt
-laedaq  aarys

-dwery mapn ayy

%@ﬁmm uares surdaq , ‘apusios
0) 33. ur sIaalr E._&w € Jou 41 ue pato

Aq pue srapesd; TTIRDo pojeag  PISU0D ST oouru
-led qum suopues pue sJojjes Juwd “OWTRU Jo M
-dmba £q a8esn J{es sjonuon jusw
~1redap ay) ‘syeo o) s8ewep pue sand
-dns J9iem Sunusioan Joaoduep oy
SzRuIIW 0, yoed pary pajres ‘aor

Bunoy sy o
43ialy avoy

¢

| e,

ag/u) *




TR

SALEM

/20 ,fp0

Toned down

signs fonr
Route 28?

# But sign makers say signs must flash to be effective.

By Chris Markuns

Eagle-Tribune Writer

SALEM — With one member
expressing fears that Raute 28 may
one day become a “circus of light,
sound and color,” the Planning
Board has decided to ask voters to
placg tight restrictions on new elec-
tronic signs.

The Board voted 5 to 1 in favor of
the zoning article Tuesday night,
over the protests of local sign mak-
ers, the Chamber of Commerce and
Canobie Lake Park.

“The town currently has about 10
electronic signs,” Town Planner

Ross A. Moldoff said. “There has
been a lot of concern expressed
about aesthetic issues and traffic
safety issues.”

The concern, he said. is that rapid-
ly blinking, flashing and scrolling
signs — aside from being unpleasant
to look at — distract drivers and
slow their reaction ime. He pointed
to the 99 Restaurant’s electronic
sign as ideal, and Computer Town’s
constantly changing message as
what the town wants tg stop.

) “Computer Town’s sign clearly
intends to grab your attention; to

Please see SIGNS, Page 12

L4
Continued from Page 11

have you notice it more than you
might notice a regular sign,” he said.

The amendment will not allow
signs to change their message more
than once every two minutes. Time
and temperature messages are
exempt, and Mr. Moldoff said the
amendment would not apply to
already existing signs.

But sign makers at the public
hearing insisted that there is no dan-
ger, and that for electronic signs to
be effective they must change every
few seconds.

“We've eliminated all the tricks,”
said Rick Hammar of Hammar and
Sons Sign Company in Pelham,

referring to constantly blinking and
flashing signs. “Just give us five sec-
onds.”

He said with electronic signs hav-
ing very little space per line, con-
stantly scroiling text is needed to
express a message as simple as
“clearance sale.” He also said he
called several major sign vendors,
and none has ever been sued for
causing a traffic accident.

Though Canobie Lake Park’s elec-
tronic sign — which has one line that
changes less than every two seconds
— will be grandfathered, lawyer
Kenneth A. Viscarello attended the
meeting to argue the amendment is
too broad. He also said it could have
an impact opposite of what the Plan-

ning Board hopes by forcing compa-
nies to have larger signs that hold
more text per line.

But Mr. Moldoff said the two-
minute standard is reasonable,
pointing out that Derry, Exeter,
Portsmouth and other towns have
banned the signs entirely.

“Salem has not taken the position
that many other communities have
taken,” he said. “Salem is being
pretty lenient.”

The article will appear on the
March 14 Town Meeting ballot. The
Planning Board will meet Wednes-
day, Feb. 2 at 7 p.m. in the high
school media room to finish voting
on citizen petition zoning articles.




by Steve Eifler
SALEM - | April, Russell

approved this year. According to

annournice the recipients in April,

and Roberta Ingram announced
that they would donate more than
$300,000 toward the construction
of a new senior center — with gne
condition,

It would have to be built soon,

Since then, there has been
remarkably Jittle progress. The
town was rejected for a $1 million
federal grant which woyig have
complemented the Ingrams’ dona-
tion and made the center virtually
free from Salem taxpayers’ point
of view.

The town hag decided to try
again and hope that the grant i

Donna Lane, the grantwriter
employed by the town to apply for
the money, the forecast is glym,

“Idon't feel confident that you'll
get these funds,” Lane told the
selectmen last week. “After this
time, you'll have to look elsewhere
[for the rest of the money]. "

Elsewhere? The town may have
to look internally. According to the
selectmen, 3 citizen petition may be

n the way which would .get the

project underway.

In the meantime, the town wi]
wait to hear
The federal

Rockingham County,

on the application.
govemment will .See CENTER

Salem has done its best to
ensure its chances, but they are stil
sim  because of circumstances
beyond the town's control,

The grants are awarded to the
applicants which score the most
points. Points are awarded for,
among other " things, matching
funds, reuse of the building and
need. Lane said that the town has
scored as high as it can In alt areas
where it has%iny influence.

The problem is that points are
also awarded for other areas, angd

Page 2

Salem djg Score  significant

- points for announcing that the

p ead Start Program woylgd move

it into the old Center once the new
it

one is byt
In the Meantime

R

all the town

officials can do is hope and wait —
but not much longer, if they want to
use the Ingrams’ money.

M
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wait for feds

1 ey ey

to

SALEM — Three times Russe]l
F. Ingram saw the town apply for
$1 million in federal money to
build a senjor center, and three
times he saw jt rejected. :

So Mr, Ingram, who with wife .
Roberta gave $315,000 toward the |
project last year, is ‘asking the -
town to match that donation. He
has submitted 5 Detition asking
March Town Meeting to approve
$315,000 to build a scaled-down
version of the center.,

“I just want to get the thing’
going, and I thought this might be
the best way to do it,” said Mr. ;
Ingram, 75. “The town owes it to!
the seniors. The (current) senior,
center is a disgrace to this town,” |

He has plenty of support from,
officials. “We always thonght it:
was a worthwhile project,” said -
Selectmen Robert I, Ellis, whose !
name is the first on the petition.” '+

He said with no room for expan-
sion and no good place to cook, it is-
time to replace the center on
Lawrence Road, which also hous.
€s Human Services and Town
Welfare offices. :

_The original plan was to builda;
$1.3 million, 10,000-square-foot!
building on town-owneg land on’

Geremonty Drive. , o

It would house the senior center,
and Rockingham Community;;
Action and other social service «
offices. “It was going to be more |
of a community center,” Mr.,
Moldoff said. “There was room for
other agencies.” )

But those additions were putin
to improve the town’s chances at {
the grant — 5 grant Mr. Maldoff ;
said the town recently learned its
had little chance of ever receiving.

He said the town does not have
enough low-income residents
compared to cther towns applying.

So the new plan is to build a
6,000-square-foot center for about
$630,000, allowing the same space
for seniors but eliminating other
offices. Mr, Fllis said the building
would be designed with expansion
in mind.

If voters approve the mopey
March 18, Mr. Moldoff said, con-
struction could begin as soor, as

is fall.

¥
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Community Profile gets underway

SALEM =~ Residents and businesspeople from the area will gather
at Woodbury Middie School this Friday and Saturday for Salem’s
Comrmunity Profile forum. : R R

" Those in attendance wil develop a description of what Sale Is ke

' today and also"bulld‘and develap a visioh of Salem in the future. The
brofe s gy 150 usad 10 upelate the master plan. <o

““We'd like to get lnput from as many people as possible,” said

" if you are interested in participating, call Planning Director Ross
Moldof ol 8902083
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SALEM

attoo parior
again without
town's hacking

Attempt to limit shops fails

By Chris Markuns
Eagle-Tribune Writer

SALEM — Falling only six votes
short a year ago, Lion’s Den Tattoo
and Body Piercing owner Leo A.
Murphy III is bringing his proposal
to space out the town’s tattoo shops
back to voters this March.

But once again it will be without
the approval of the Planning Board,
which voted unanimously last night
to officially “disapprove” of the plan
on the March ballot.

Mr. Murphy brought & similar cit-~
izen petition forward last year,
which if it passed would have
required new shops to be at least
1,000 feet from existing ones. His
wife, Judy, appeared in front of the
board last night to push this year’s
proposal, which is 750 feet

Insisting that other shops in town
illegally tattoo on minors, she said
the pew ordinance would force out
other unscrupulous tattoo business-
es. ~
“How many more shops do we
need that don’t follow the rules?” she
asked.

But after some of the owners of
the town's other nine tattoo parlors
spoke — contradicting Mrs. Mur-
phy’s claims and opposing the zon-
ing article — Planning Board mer-
bers declared rule enforcement was

|| to win Planning Board support

the job of polide and said they did
not understand why the issue came
up for a second year.

Among the angry opponents was
the owner of Dragon’s Lair Tattoo
Studio, Jamey J. Proctor, who said
Mr. Murphy is simply trying to elim-
inate the competition. Mr. Murphy
is the only tattoo artist in town who
owns his building, he said, while the
rest rent and are sometimes forced
to move. ~

“If this got passed it would start
eliminating us one at a time over a
period of time,” said Mr. Proctor,
who had to move last year. “He
would never have to move. He wants
to be the only game in town.”

Mr. Proctor said he shares a
building happily with another tattoo
artist and said that is typical of how
most in town get along. The group
gladly coexists atong Route 28, he
said, splitting the constant flow of
business that comes largely from
Massachusetts, where body art is
prohibited by law.

“Iv's ot like a competition thing,”
he said. “There's plenty of skin out
there.”

The town already has 1,000-foot
setback laws for used car lots, adult
bookstores and gas stations, but the
Planning Board said that was due to
the outside appearance of those
businesses.
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Profilers

by Steve Eifler

SALEM -  The Salem
Community Profile was designed to
give an accurate reflection of what
Salem is like today. Beyond that, its
burpose was not exactly clear.

Held least month, the event

attracted hundreds of residents to

~ discuss where Salem is and where it

should be. ,

There were hints that the profile
may be used as a springboard for a
new Master Plan for the town. A

Three weeks later, there has
been no action taken on that possi-
bility, but that's not to say that the
participants have been lazing
about,

ARTICLES, From Page 1

When the roads are repaved, the
town tries to upgrade the sewer and
water facilities there at the same
time. Money for this work can
come from the sewer fund rather
than the taxpayers.

‘We'll take the water and sewer

money in the article out of the arti-

cle and take the surplus to do that,”
Ellis said, :

Ellis said that the article’s dollar
amount may be lowered even fur-
ther by the fact that low bids are
coming in.

“We're very close to receiving
some bids that may allow us to do
that,” Ellis said.

So while the selectmen did not
get the result they were hoping for
from the budget committee, the
articles may end up being approved
after all.

‘We will still have a road pro-
gram, but it is going to be reduced,”
Merrow said. “They will have to
reduce the amount that has to come
out of the taxpayers' pockets.”

B
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Spring into action

Residents who participated in a’ Planning event are sti]] hard at work

From the profile event, several
action groups were formed and they
are pursuing their own agendas.

The profile identified several key
areas throughout the town, a num-
ber of important issues that need to
be addressed. '

An action group was formed to
address each of these, and they
have been busy. -

The Form of Government
Action Group has already drafted a
warrant article, for example,

Other groups are Just starting

and it is not too late to participate. -

‘It is up to the team leaders
where we go from here,” said
Salem Planning Director Ross
Moldoff. “We want to see if people
are interested in doing this.”

If participation in the program

events so far is any indication,

Salem residents are. very interested.

“We've had a good turnout so
far,” Moldoff said.

The most recent meeting was
held at the Kelley Library on Feb.
17. Attendees had an early oppor-
tunity to peruse a report on the
profile prepared by the University
of New Hampshire Co-operative
Extension, '

“We discussed how to_follow up

and how to proceed. We need to
get those groups  organized,”
Moldoff said.

The profile yielded the following
priorities: protection of the town’s
resources, examining the town's
form of Sovernment, infrastruc-
ture/traffic, senior center and teen

Ptiti~al Aq4

i

center. ,

As mentioned above, the Form
of Government Action Group has
already drafted a warrant article to
see if the town will vote to establish
a charter commission. The com-
mission would then recommend a
form of government to the legisla-

-tive body for consideration.

. Other groups have scheduled
meetings. All groups are seeking
interested participants; don'’t hesi-
tate to call to join.

The Natural Resource Action
Group, concerned with .protecting
and preserving public’ land, will
meet on Tuesday, March 7 at 7
p.m. Call George Jones at 893-
5687 for more information.

The Infrastructure /Traffic
Action Group will be meeting soon;
no date has been set yet. Call Bob
Bryant at 898-4998, Dianne
Wright at 898-6894 -or Connie
Young at 893-0711 for more infor-
mation. ,

The Community Building and
Sernior Center Action Group has
not set a meeting date. Call Karen
Bryant at 898-4998 for more infor-
mation.

For information about the Teen
Center Action Group, call Fran
Gugliotta at 898-4745 . -

The Rails to Trails Action Group
has already met. Call Linda Harvey
at 898-5285 for more information.

Copies of the profile report are
available through the town Call
Planning Director Ross Moldoff at
890-2083 for a copy.

: B
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way onto the March 14 ballot.

. By Chris Markuns '
Eagle-Tribune Writer

SALEM — The DiOrio family feels it's
being held hostage, and is hoping the town’s
voters will set them free.

In trying to take part in one Salem tradi-
tion — development — the owners of Craft-
mania have been stalled by another — traffic
problems at the Routes 97 and 28 intersec-
tion known as the Depot.

Realizing in 1998 that the national arts
and crafts chain Michaels would soon be
looking for a home on Route 28, they decid-
ed to expand their roughly 15,000-square
foot store that sits off Willow Street, just
north of the Depot behind Dodge Grain on
Route 28. )

“We wanted to do it before them because
we knew they’d be coming to town eventual-
ly,” said Anthony E. DiOrio, 45, who has run
the Salem store since 1994 with his brother

e town’s goal of properly
nightmare at the Depot and a local store’s

ng the traffic
plan to grow has found its -

David. “We wanted to be able to compete
with the competition. We want to be the best
we can.” .

But with part of the land zoned residential
because it is 300 feet from Route 28, in order
to expand the family must receive convince
the Zoning Board to give its permission.

But since a bigger business would likely
mean more traffic — something the town
doesn’t want at a narrow intersection that
already sees 23,000 cars a day and about 65
accidents a year — the Zoning Board
refused to approve the expansion. -

When the DiOric’s prediction came true
and Michaels opened on Route 28 last Octo-
ber, the new store was competing with the
same old Craftmania.

The latest step in the DiOrios’ two-year
battle is a citizens petition that will appear
on the March 14 ballot to rezone the land, a

Please see SALEM, Page 10

Salem: Store

Continued from Page 9

expansion on ballot |

to look at what could eventually be there, If i

. ‘ - If you zone it
fqr something, you're going to get Something,” said Plan-
ning Bqard member Richard R, Gregory, fearing a big-
ger business could eventually move in.

move the PIanni'ng Board is sy ing 1
ggesting voters not
approve unless they want to risk more problems at the

Depat.
Th ict pi , L “It isn’t like it’s a in i
e IR LT Y o
business hoping to oo 382Inst a family-owned  ton, “Opce we zone it that way, anythin me in.”
& 10 grow bigger in the face of new com- She said the town i i g Can come in.
, reworking

petition, : the Master Plan with
th;‘\gg;lioit was o?fﬂy zoned through a history of events ;hleIs? Z&fym mind, but @ dmitted a new plan could be
: correct it isn't to just change it wi ’ 0 : '
in place for the whole areg * 8¢ It without a plan That's the part that made it 4 very hard vote. It’s not

‘ : said Planning Board mem-
ber Maria R. Hann}tpn, who called the decision not to
[ recommend the petition a “very tough vote.”

the quick fix they need,” she said.

see why I'd be frustrated by it.”
Mr. DiOrio said he is not angry with officials, but he is

, ted. He said he recoguizes the town’s ;!ilemma,

“If I owned it, Tcan

knows yet how the Depot’s ;
problems wil} .
tbheeﬁxed,hBe‘ore knowing how th¢ area will be designed, Ei‘;t ;-HU%VI‘;S n? plan unveiled years from now doesn't solve |
opeYare esitant to allow any major projects to be devel- “That doésn’t help me .. What it s 10 . f
. A s 10 years from |
w ’ . add “w ' /
When you're looking at a piece of property, you have élt%‘;es. }}e said. “We don't have the resources to open 10 |
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Continued from Page 1
_busy bedroom communmes fuu of

yrisenoverthvbyearsmpayforme
idents demand.

Dmymswﬂlbeasbdtospend
$13.9 million’ next week for & new

Ifthebondismepasa!sh

five years. A second middle school
was bullt in 1995. Two years ago,
Derry recpened an elemrentary school
that had been closed several years
earlier to help ease the classroom
cnmch_

Hnmpsteadvmrmwiﬂbe
asked this month to approve a $6.4
million intermedinte school for grades
four and five to be built next to the
middle school on School Street. If it
happens, the' new school will free up
space at the elementary and middle
achools.

Police and fire departments are
also feeling the squeeze. With more
people to protect, they are adding
staff and build.f:ng new Mm.s o ﬁt
thedr forces.

Windham pofice moved ito a new
building in 1997. Chief Bruce Mosck-
el sald the old station was considered
“a palace” back in 1979 when the

*And taxes in many towns have

,‘,,,, o

be “because of the increased activity of
mesecondnewscboolcommedln.

Eagle-Tribune Writer

- James Towle has watched his home-
town of Chester grow from just a few hun.'
dm'ing

dted people to more than 3,300
lifetime,

Hmdtedsofhmmwmdouumks
farms, -
“1 think I used to know everyone in
town by name,” said Mr. Towle, who furns
€0 to & meeting at
Tuwn}mlmdrdm'tkmwwhomehen

of land that wers once

70 in May. “Now, ¥
anyone is.

* What Mr. Towle has weninCheater
other residents have been witnesnng
. County.

The burgeoning population has made
Rockingham County the festest -growing

county in the fastest-
between

department moved in, but has
become too smauand doa not have a
lock-up area. ! . ’
Chie!Mneckel sald h!s staff, which .
numbered five back in 1978, has
increased to keep up with the growing -
town, now home to about 10,000.
"‘l‘hmpastyearweaddedtwopec»
ple,” Chief Moeckel said, noting It
. brought the staff up to 17, including
himself. "Weaddedacaptxinsowed
have a second In cormmand and a
petrotman for in the schools.” ‘
He sald plans are in the works to
hire a dispatcher this year and a
detective next year. In addition, he is
hoping to get town approval for more
“hires “over the next several years.”
“We needed (the additions)

the ‘department. ... That's a direct
reﬂectmn ot‘ the populat(on chan,g
ing," he ;.

Town building boom
Magy towns have taken out multi-
year bonds to pay for new libraries,
schools and other municipal build-
ings. They have simply autg_rown
their old ones.
. For'example:
Chester buflt & $7 million scbool
Chester Avademy, mdaSSO0,000ﬂre
station last year. : .
Aﬂdrmnisbuﬂdmganewnzm

uonﬁmstaﬂmmdhopingmbuﬂda B
library. ' ¥

new $1.83 million

Windham built a $§1.5 milhan
library, & $1.3 million polweszalion.
$1.9 million fire station and mmpiet-
ed a $5.5 milion expansion project
two schools during Lhe past four
years.

-growing state in New .
England. The county grew 170.8 percent -
1960 and 1997 and is now home
0 more than 270,000 pecple, according to
the New Hampshire Offics of State Plan-

/8700

- Frst of a tﬁrez-part sems

Rockingham County ¢

am Coun

Growmg Pams

ning.
In addition, planners estxmam dmt mcm
ities wiil’

spenty, problems

ty growth

next 20 years,
_Sandown,

state projections,
~ The growth hasg prompted a

construction industry.

grow more than 40 percent durlng the 3

Some towns. like Hampstead and
could see explosive growth ata
mﬁeofmoreﬂnn?()pemt,!ccordingm

booming
localmommyand,becameo{ﬂ:epletbo-
olnewhnmespoppingup,anmmﬂvg

Butmemmnlmgmmngpmm -
Townsare(ncingincmasedtmﬂiccon
esdon,schoolsammnnmgoutofspace,

md‘poﬁce; and fire depanmen:s are being
© forcad to add staf?, In many cases, what
were once sleepy towns have become

" Please see GROWTH, Page 2

Plaistow is building a $1.9 million

library. The old one has been offered
by selectmen as a potential site for a
new district court.’ Sélectmen have -

asked the court, which now operates
on the second floor of Town Hall, to
vacate because the growing town
needs the space.

Mampstead created 4 new recre-
ation area on Depot Road and is

Saferm approved $5.7 million i 1995
“to expand two elementary schools and
its middle school, and renovated a

mu'deleznam:ysdwol.'memwnxs,

asiing voters this year for $315,000 to
i match a donation from a resident to

build a new senior center.

" . Derry is looking for a location for a

pew town hall and is proposing a new

$13.9 million school for grades one

* through eight.

Tienbertane Regiorad School District is -

expanding middle and high schools in

Plaistow, expanding elementsry

schools in Atkinson and Danville; and

building a new elementary achoot § in

“Sandown. Total construction cost is
million. :

mtﬁcisanotherpmblemmny‘
Ttowns are grappling w1th as mare
peoplenretrave{ing thern New
Hnmpshim’s
i..1n Detty, ﬂiedownwwnareahss
beenbardtﬁtbymemwnsmwﬂ),
TownAdnnnimtorCamlMGm

She said a new Exit{Aoﬁhmer
stata 93 is expected to ease the down-
"town gridlock. An environmental
hnpactstudyismdawaymthcpro-
. ject, but there is no set date yet for
“ when construction will begin.

preposing & 56 4 million intermediate
school.

Population control
As populations continue to swell,
towns have taken stepa to control the

The goal, town officials say, is to
ease the impact on taxpayers and give
town services time to expand and
keep up, or catch up ‘with the rapid
population growth,

Limiting the number of new home-
building permits issued annually is
one way they are doing it. Londonder-
Iy caps its at 125, and Salem at 130.

Derry has taken a somewhat differ-
ent approach, instituting a growth-
management ordinance that requires

subdivision builders to earn & certain -

number of points before building new
homes.
For example, if the builder’s plans

+ include fixing some nearby ruads and

intersections, he'll get some points. If
heplan.swcmtesomeopen. recrs:
ational space in his subdivision, more
points are awarded.

Some of the key points have © do
with schools.

If the subdivision is near a school
and it has available space for stu-
dents, points are awarded. But,
accordlngm Derry Planning Du'ector

Mr. S;oras said the ordinance,
which i in its second year, also caps
memmlnumberofnewhnmaxwa

Denyxsapopularhommwnesp&
cially for those who take [-93 to work,
Mr. Sioras said. The town has grown
from just under 12,000 people in 1970
to about 33,000 today.

“Looking at the big-picture per-
centages over the last 15 years, Derry |
is one of the fastest-growing commu-
nities,” Mr. Sioras said.

He said if the town continues to
grow at its present rate, Derry should
max out at 45,000 residents around
2020.

Besides slowing the number of new
homes being built, many towns are
also charging developcrs a fee for
building new homes.

Impact fees — a one- ume charge
on each new home — are uged by
communities to defray school expan-
sion costs and create recreation areas.

Salem charges a school impact fee
of §2,313 per new homa. If the maxi-
mum 130 homes allowed get builtin &
year, it nets the town about $300,000.

Most irnpact fees in the area range
from $2,000 to 84,000 per new home.

As towns try to balance new devel-
opment with services and quality of
life, residents are also speaking up to
help chart their towns’ futures.

Mr. Towle said he and others in
Chester formed an unofficial group,
Citizens for Chester, to do just that.

He said the group discusses an
array of things, including what to do
with increased traffic through the
town s center and how to continue

property taxes affordable for
the elderiy.

He said despite the steady gmwrh
Chester has managed to mmintain its
rursl character.

“It's a totally different town, but it's
still Chester. It’s still rural and it's still
a damn nice place to live,” Mr. Towle
sald.
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Continued Sfrom Page | walks, Boy Scout jamborees apg to help towns buy and conserve  Sinnott saiq,
tains about 600 acres of open land, other events that allow people to farmland, forests, wildlife habitats Before the 19505, the average den.
keeping it out of developers' hands, SO the property. and other

open spaces. The 8TOUD  sity in the area from Sandown 1o the
" Salem, which has seen its populs-  behing the conservation Program  Salem-Windham region over to the
That's only about 2 percent of the yon 810w by nearly 10,000 over the idea is Citizens for New Hampshire  Seacoast was one person per haif.
land in town. That's not 4 whole lot bast 30 years, has about 900 acres Land and Cornm i
compared to other towns, which i

uttity Heritage, acre, he said,

At je Protected. A large portion of it js One obstacle facing the biil, b.ﬁ.:m&n%wcm. that density rate
have E‘Jmo 10 percent” said Cherie wetlands. presently before the Senate, is  grewto 1.6 8cTes per person. Today
A. Howell, acting Chairperson of the Salem Town Planner Ross A where to get the money for the $6 it is 1.7 gores per person,

GE%»S Conservation Commis- Moldof¥ said towns do not o N illion p )
sion, ; ecessar-  million program

Ms. Howell said, for her, the goal

. . \ ;o 1y have to buy property outright to A recent feport from the Socie is to balance development with land
This spring, Windham Paid et it He said mgazwﬁhoﬁw for the Protection of Ney msw preservation. d ‘
$225,000 for the development rights for such purchases is never eagy. shire Forests and the state’s Nature She said home builders need to
0 the old Landry Ski Hill, 70 acres “Sometimes we bought the land or Conservancy chapter shows that  magke o living, but towns must taxe
on Lowel] Road behind Golden We acquired it through open space increasing development coyig SteDs to control how fast the commuy-
Brook and Windham Middle subdivisions,” Mr. Moldoff said.  squeeze out the f, i

schools. It is part of a wildlife corri-

forests ms.g wetlands nity grows.
dor, connectes by trails to the Gage Some land has been donated, or needed to provide wildlife hab,

itat She said Windham's growth hit
: we've bought easements.” and sustain ecological balapces, home with hey when she noticed
conservation land. L While local towns have longbeen  Italge shows that 70 percent of ag] Plans for about 30 homes coming
v e oW %mﬂwmﬁﬂ%:mmoﬂhﬂbsﬁﬁg protecting land, the isgye has  conservation land g §

and is in the northern  before her board for review every
. become more pressing in recent half of the state, with little in the other week. She sajd seeing that and
Before she died at age 90, the years because of the boomning home.- heavily popijated souther tier. watching Windham's two school
landowner, Jeanne Landry, told her building industry, Mr. Sinnott said available landis  additions 80 up and other pew
four children she wanted the land to “There is no question that i’s  also disappearing quickly because  municipal buildings being byjly
rémain undeveloped, They followed 1more of a priority these days” Mr. pew homes
her wishes by selling the develop-

are being built on larger  drove bome the message,
N Moldoff said. “Even Dationally, mare lots, “it makes you realize. that you
ment rights to the town, . towns and cities are doing it.” “The problem with that is that jrs
However, the Landry children K ;

have to take a Step now, even a smal]
nsurming the remaining undevel- one,” Ms. Howel] said.
oped land at 5 very rapid rate,” Mr.

tate leve), | islator:
maintain ownership of the land ang O @ State level, legisiators are -

are continuing to aljpos conservation considering a bill thap sets up a fupd

—
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Preserving
small-town,
- character |

Towns like Salem and Windham are wise to set |
aside land to maintain their rural nature.

ockingham County is the fastegt growing county in the
fastest growing state inNewEngland. - R
As Eagle-Tribune reporter Dawn Souza document-
ed in last week’s three-part series, “Growing Pains,” the
county’s rapid growth rate has brought both prosperity and |
problems. . ST * R
.. The population boom has fueled a profitable construction
trade and real-estate market, but the growth has also
forced towns throughout Southern New Hampshire to build
expensive new schools to handle the growing enrollment. -

With the new residents come congested roads and more | |
expensive houses, putting the dream of home owrnership
out of the reach of some Southern New Hampshire resj-
dents, - ; -

., The frenzy to build lew and more expensive homes

" wherever developers can find the room for them is also

threatening to destroy what brought many people to the
State in the first place: green space. .

These days, Rockingham County is four times as dense-
ly populated as the state overall. S
CHff Sinnott, executive director of the Rockingham Plan-
e : ning Commission, said if the county continues to grow at
Flea S the same pace, within 20 years “we won't have any land left
' ‘ to develop.” - ' :

There’s not much that can be done to stop developers
and landowners from building on their own property, nor
would we want to di urage builders from coustructing
homes, especially affordabie homes, where they’re needed.

But we applaud the efforts of some towns in Southern

w Hampshire that are putting their money where their
mouths are by paying to preserve open space, which in turn
helps to preserve some of the towns’ rural character.

For example, the Windham Conservation Commission
maintains about 600 acres of open land, keeping it out of
developers’ hands.

Salem, which has seen its population grow by nearly
10,000 residents over the last 30 years, has about 900 acres
protected. Much of that space is wetlands,

Without efforts by towns like Windham and Salem to pre- |-
Serve some open space as Southern New Hampshire con-
tinues to boom, we could lose part of the vital small-town ;
feel that makes this part of the state 50 attractive, |
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Support Robert L. Ellig’ resolution tg

hang in it 5 plaque declan‘ng it the
Russe]l ang Roberta Ingram Senjor
enter,

Those eathered in the high schoo|
auditorium were ing Spending moog
for the meeting, which rap from ¢
a.m. to aboyt § p.m., approving
every money article they yated O
They 1

kissed g moderatop before,
In other busiuess, Voters:
Approved article 26; raises for
municipg] employees who are not jn
4 union, $37 444,
article 27, Taises for Kel.
ley Library emiployees, $14,831.
article 28; foyy new fire.
fighters and foyyr lieutenantc,
$127.387 i
Approved article 29, winter weath.
er Management, $549 850,

| SALEM, Ny,

Donors

B ——

/G

up

Crowd it wag 5 worthy trade-off,
“It's time for us tg 8ot up to bgt
and take care of thig issue and give

the senior titizeng g Place tg dg their .

thing,» said Mr. | 8ram, 75, who
hopes groundbregki
85 800D ag the fyy) “It cannot be buiit
for $630,p0g,» )

Mr. Ingram originajly made the
donation tg SUpplement 3 g3 million
8rant, but decideq toput it in Voters*

d with betition aftep the town

e
including the petition Signatures of
all the selectmen and many town
officialg,

Stephanie K. Mickion, o works

with sem'qm at SalemHaven Nursing

“Us baby boomers are coming
along rg pidly,” she said,

A side plot to the day’s events wag
the farewe]) of Moderator Laurence
N. ir, who is Stepping down, after
15 years at the post. He allowed hjg
Successor, Charles w. orse, to get

eet

ecti
Salern iy Concarg,

“It's a reg} reat t6 mage & cameo
appearance g¢ my own Town Meet.
ing,” she said.

r. Belair, whao votersg Unagj.
Mously decidey to give the honor;
h’felong title of Moderator Emen’tus,
pointed gy as Rep. Sytek departed
with g Smooch that “I've never

Approved article 3g; tWo new

police officers, $66,592. :
article 31; €ap the Shan.
non Road landfills, $412,000,

Approved article 32, reconstryct
Shannon Road, $678,500.

Approved article 33; resurface
streets, $702, 75,

Approved article 34; €Xpand the
Department of Motor Vehicles,
$205,000,

Approved article 35; new senior
Center, $650,000.

Approved article 36; new fire
truck, $319,919.

Approved article 37; consultants
for Lakes Area In[rastructure Plan,

Approved article 38; ty, thermg)
Imaging Cameras, $40,009.

Approved article 39, new radig
c‘ommunications equipment,

,900,

$104
roved articie 40; Consultantg
fo:::w Master Plan, $50,000.
article 41; site plan for
Tecreationa} fields op Lowe]] Road,
§3,400.

Tabled article q2, water tang
nefurbishing. $290,000, ,
article 43, improve Pel-
ham Road, $289,49¢,
Approved article 44; new Public
Works trucks, 3105940, .
ed article 45; van service
from Greater Den-y/Greater Salem
Regional.'l‘ransportation Council,
$5,000,

Tabled article 46; stﬁdy for pew

Tabled article 47, trust fung fo;
employee Separatiop Payments,
$55,000,

Tabled article 48; trust fund for
Snow management, $60,000.

Tabjed article 49; new Sewer Divi-
sion truck, 840,000,

Tabled article S0; pave Greenwood
Road, Union Road ang West Lane,
$52,200. '

Tabled article 31; pave London
Road and Demxison Avenue,

,200,

Tabled article 52, pave Chase ang
Hunt Streets, 846,838,
jocted article 53, form a com.
Mmittee tg appraove gp dx’sapprove
minor cie plans.
f article 54; femove dead
restriction on Property awned py
Randolpb Spain at 55 Park Ave,

dante, seniors
win big

Voters pave way for
$1.15 million center

By Chris Mariung
Eagle-Tribune Writer

SALEM, Ng _ Itwas a halt’~n1illion»dollar standing

ovation,

When it came time to

vote on the Ingrams’ petition request
that voierg match the cauple’s 199y
for a new senior

donation of 8315,000
center, My, Ingram

announced that he Was upping his

donation to $500,000
would spend $650,000,

discuss énd

if the town

3t
they ovcnvhelmingly approved

ding, then erupted in applause 1o

Please sep SALEM, Page C3
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Continued from Page 1 owner of Lion’s Den Tattoo Studio  Moldoff said the town does not. tomarily thin months of winter,

and Body Piercing. “actively encoursge or digscaurage mvestmg what can be tbousands of

- “Clearly they are here because of But he believes regulations jn  them,” and that sentiment is echoed  doliars In equipment and Licensing

o theaccesstoMassachuzem,”said husetts will be stricter than byGreamrSalemChamberofCam- few,cuuingtbmughmwnandstate
Planning Director Ross Moldoff. Hampshire )

“Idon’tﬂxinkthemarketismmhﬂmt mfew ) ' . Sw : iy mmmmm

you'd see more than two or three A Jot.o “Mags 1 “We're done aeither,” said Ms. J8YS a week, several until Jate at

4

e it

s e ey e

e T o
T ’ h T Chamber members, “We get plenty &

Massachusetts isone of only three ~ Like several tattooists AR WOWL, o phone calls and do plenty of refer- aﬂgaz.
states in the country that prohibits Mr. Murphy plans to keep his shop oo o thern,” “We're comfortable, but my hus.
tattocing, but Rep, Tuttle said the here C;Demhﬁnta?g if Mﬂs:&m;‘ Mrs. Carroll believes the studios  band and 1 put in a lot of hours,”
law is hardly enforced. ismettsdseg alsoesup :n ;:;gg ‘n hmia sse are a boost for other buginesses, : 1 said.

b ridiculous,” said Rep. Tuttle, pobusetts. Mr Murphy said be will I think all the tattog studios help _The swelling popularity is also
who believes an ongoing lawsuit immediately start tattooing at his  the revenues of other businesges » What made any resistance on the
against the ban is belping the bill’s body-piercing stiop in Salem, Mags, she said. “People come up on wesl,. toWn's part futile when the studio
chances this year, "Tattqoing iz a and has already Jnoked at Iocaﬁoné ends and get tattoos, spead the day DBumbers were growing in the Jast
huge \mdergmund_matkethassa- in Cambridge for a third studig, up here, and go out shopping ang  decade. Salem became one of the
chusetts. It's being done every- F’in;iing 2 location is one o eating” first to regulate, and that had an

here, You i et a tat- ! reaso ’ unexpected effect, according to Mr.
Zog’ t can easily go ge most studios will stay here, accord- It may not seem ag though a hand- Moldoff, ot ding

. . - ing to Dragon’s Lair owner Jamey  ful of tattoo parlors could attract w

The question new is whether Practor. He believes Salem tat. enough people to make a difference, When we added tattoo regula-
Salem'’s tattooists will leave town 1o : ; b : ; Gons, it seemed to invite therm rather
5% tooxstsalreadyhaveagoodﬁ:mg. ut studio OWIers say the munbers i
Join the Massachusetts market. “Where would you open (in Mz can be 100 much to handle in the than pmhzb:t them,” he gaid,

“When Massachusetts legalizes, a achusetts)? You're not goingtogoto Summer. Though there ape 10 shops “We were licensing and inspect-
Iatofﬂmeguysaregomgtowantm Lawrence. You're notgoing togo to 10 choose from, “there is plenty of ing before most of the state did it,
run to Mass.,” said Leo A, Murphy, Methuen,” he said, “We're on the SKID to go around,” in Mr. Proctors and I think tattooists wanted to be

tmain dra,g People come up to buy Words, monitored,” said Health Officer

clgarettes, they come up to buy beer,  “There's plenty of business,” sajd  Suzaune B, D(’“"e':‘f’ whe conducts

ta do shopping because it's tax free. Frank Nocella, whose studig is annual inspections. 1t gave them an

~- You need an affordable store. acrossthe street from Golden Tatoo  8ir of being regulated,

front, which Salem still has. You  Studio, “In the summer, it’s 5 three- That regulation has helped tattoe-

knqwhowBostnnre:mare.” to four-hour wait here, a three- to ingcomealougwaysincethedays
i four-hour wait acrosg the street.” of Lefty Liberty, when needles

Reasonable rents are among the

factors that helped the tattoo pariors ~ pgs, Swank said she already knew Weren’t cleaned and blood wey
- Sprout over the last two decades. tattogs were popular because of the  WiPed up with a spouge from a re.
---------- Artists could learn in ane shop, but  number of eanr s Chamber fields,  used bucket of water.
"""""""""" could afford tp eventually break out byt said that fact was reinforced “When I came to thig town, there
on their own with a shop up the  when she wenton a cruise recently  were no health laws, no regulations,”
street. and saw that %75 percent of the.peo-  sajd Benny Nocella. “It was wide
“The shops just kept mushroom. Dle had one somewhere orother.” . open.” .
ing from each other,” said Mr. Mur. Part of that popularity is due to Today owners must obtain state
phy, the only tattae artist who owns tattoos’ cross-gender appeal, with - and local licenses, paying $100 per
his own building, ) many women willing to endure what shap for each license and $50 per
Susan F. Carroll owns Master Benny Nocella calls the “annoying artist. They must know pages of reg-
Piece Tattoo with her husband, Pain” of getting a tattoo. Mrs. Car-  wlations that require the artists to

HMASSACHUSETTS

March 19, 2658 March 16 .. 4953
March 18...9373  March 15 .. 6605
March 17 . 4475 March 14 .. 7890

March 18 ... 7, 1522233537 P roll said ag many as 60 percent of wear gloves, ban stnoking in the stu-
March 1§, . Mo E;llf3,—25’-28-32~39 who s’hi gﬁdu%uﬁga?gzuﬁg her clients are women, something  dio, have curtains. for privacy, test

7. 1-12-24-30.31 medi,m.” Like ;nany on the strip, he Benny Nocella believes ig easily machines regularly for cleanliness,
March 140 617225, 96 290 ing CXplained, undergo a physical once a year, take

M‘f own shap Working T adies are the toughest” e saiq. 2 four-hour, $15¢ sterilization

“We opened here because my hus.  “They bave a much higher threcr e, and Submit to annual state
band had worked at a studio in town,  f0r pain. " mspections.

......... 141626294448 | He had a clientele built up,” said  The pajn vaties, he said; accord-  Mrs. Doucette said, “Every now

Banus number: 41 - Mrs. Carroll, who worked for 15 ing to what part of the body is get. aqdﬁ:engkcomplmmco%zesmlt?atg
msﬁ“"‘;zg 374550 | YEArS a3 a manager for the Ameri. {ing the ncedle, and he should know, ™Minor has been tattooed —itisille:

March 7. g T can Automobile Association before Since receiving his first tattoo in 88l 1o tattoo anyone under 18 — byt

quitting to run the Master Piece 1963 at the age of 15— a small erogs added that “they do a pretty good
“We're not gonna leave, We have 5 . inked into hfg upper right arm for g5 Job” of following regulations,
pretty steady clentels » by the renowned Lefty'L:beny —he S, Mr.LMurphy is among thase
Bezmy Nocella split from hig has gone on to cover his back, chest Wb;O would like to see tougher regu-
brother — the pair used to own 4nd both arms. . Iations and said he plans to push for
pen el Too Tattoo wgethier —to M. Novsila may be what many ‘e in Massachusetts. But whatev-
open Tattoos by Benny several years thin.kt::t'*avh@mti:teyz:oictﬁuremetypi~ er happens there, most are
&go.’i'hetewn’smwcentaln'vaj, cal tattoo client, but sing is tbeappmachcfm.ll?ehzem&
Ed's Heritage Tattoo and Body useless, There is no way of telling “PH cross that bridge when 1 get |
ierci > opened 4 few months ago whomightbewmingmﬁox‘koverﬂw to it,” he said, ;
after owner Edward Fehrenbach  fee of between $40 and severa] hun-
Spent time working at another loca-  dred doliars tg let someone stick
tion in town, them repeatedly with a needie. Mry,
Th they resisted the growth  Carroll recently gave a 68-year-old
eaﬂyoauftoday town officials have Woman her first tattoo — a rose,
seemingly resigned themselves to That is the kind of popularity that
the tattoo shops’ presence. Mr. makes it worth surviving the cug.

Tri-
March 17 .., .. .., 5-17-18-20.73.28
Tri-State Megabuchs
March 18 ..., . . 4-6-19.24.33.38
28
March 15 ..., . 6-13-21-27-31.37
aumber: 39




¢ For eldetly in lower-income brackets, assisted
living s out of the question. 'I’he.y seek m.ostly
independent-living accommodations, whu;h
usually provide groundskeeping and, possibly,

As population ages, housg nee(f

2Lilee

S

grow

e

As with many eiderly cou.
ples, each faces a d.ifferel‘al
challenge should the other die
first.

Mrs. Chunieleski’s IRS pen-
sion is encugh for her to afford
to keep the Salem home they
havelivedinforaﬂSZyea;sqf
marriage, but at 75 she isn't
capable of taking care of the

house alone. .
While Mr. Chmieleski is

, B
!

in Hampsteag and N
order of the Sisters of Mercy in
i ho,

Wind|

Spring an g
ey Po,

“Every one
Expected to be £y
will likely stay filled for g

T T Fortyunje independent jj
Jects are in the

Chiris Markuns nearly as active at 80 as he wasg
By i i at 30 and could handle upkeep
Eagle-Tribune Writer s pmblen'}, d’; Pﬁigg

N.H. — Helen M.  of his wife's pengion he w
anSdA’ﬁf%%dy S. Chmieleski receive if she died gml_!aalg
know there isn’t any good way isn't encugh to keep Hm in
gg;ﬁ;;e to leave the other ho‘?;%r T

seniors, ance one passes away,
there’s no way one can survive
on Social Security and keep
their own home, unles§ ti:;y
a pret enny in the
l;:::," Lfm Ctyhmep‘ leski said.
But as more and more cou-
ples like Mr. and Mrs.
Chmieleski find Lhemseh{ei
aring for a move to semio
g;eglderly housing, Southern
New Hampshire and some

;%

@

Hs ranentan e

unit; d g pro-
Planning stages bogy
and the

e W break ground thig
2d4—um’t building caled
nd.

of those rooms is
ed qulckly, ang

.-, In addition, seyargs developments

aimed at senjors
for. Haverhj]], Mass,
broposal for 8¢ upscale

for Peopie 55 ang older

are being planneg

y including a

Haverhij) Country Clyp,

fining predict!;

2 senior Population .. defined gg
people 55 ang older — of 35000 &

2005, wi
by 2015,

build with seniors in mipq »

th a dramagic leap to 57,000

™ New Hampshire) isa
saineone whq wants to
said

Stepianie K. Mickjon, the volunteer
Coordinator g¢ SalemHavey Nursing
Home, )

Much of thay gold is ey ed to |
COme from the j o
elderly with

“There gre more sen

© increasing nymper of

g - L p————_r Lae e - ﬁ,‘e
t's of Greystone Farm,

Thhmfs a?Ma:: fadﬁty%bﬁ& in Salem, N.H., by

Benchmari Assisted Living. It is expected to open in

September.

arts of Massachusetts are living devglopmgu!, Gr;yst?:::
gtam‘ng to create options for Farm, be;ng bqﬂg by wﬂ?n; .
duematboﬁ:endsofmeﬁnanm - mark Assisted Living, i
cial spactrum ) come its first occupar sthg

A26—u.51it: e e g;g!v;x_]g ;a;gestL’;;:iv'B:tﬂec%T:gdfr of
Ridge deselopmot asgisted living centers in the

Ridge development was jugt
completed in Atkinson, ar_\d in
Salem a 65-apartment assisted

See HOUSING, Pagr A7

ing and possibly 5
The scramble for affordable inde.
Depdent housing hag led to ign,
Watting lists; incluging up to three
Years with the Sajem Housing
Authority ang five years with the
Derry Housing Authority, which has
Stpped accepting applications.
s ow-incone, independent Jiy.

homeg combined with Population

i Hampstead, will | increase have caused the probjem,
hardly make a dent in the need “The demand js unusually strong
experts predict. because of restrictive zoning acrogg

Scuthern New Hampshire and the
fact that the aging Boomers are now
starting to get to 2ge 50 and above,”
said Mr. Lewis, who sued Atkinson
to get a variance to build senior
lousing. .

But while assisted living becomes
more popular because of the poten-
Hal profit and affordable housing is
created because of the overwhelming
need, some worry about & third group
of elderly: middie income senior citi-
2ens who can't afford their 0wt prop-
erty or assisted living byt don't quali-
y for low-income housing.

“They're in reaj SErous trouble,”
satd My, Kelley. “They can pay a

“They said there could be a five.
year wait, 50 I figured I'd better put
the application in,” sajd Mrs. Harris,
who isn't quite ready to give up on
living in her house. “It's king of &
difficult decision »

Officials at the
Authority gre helping to forin the
Nutfield Housing Developmem
Corp., g private BOIProfit group that

Y hope will have more avenyes

Derry Housjng

they're more wealthy than eey. » for seeking money for elderty tigus. ;?fzsgé’imeom but they can Itm}l’
said E. Jameg Turse, director of 71g. Derry ousing Authority Exec. don’t tiu':l: V'IZ:I;I:'? Qan‘?’mﬁlm
Communiry Development in Salem utive Direptor Vernon C. Kelley said B le” they Hiding for thase
That wealth hgg Created more of there {5 simply 10 much competi. j; People. -
market for agsigpey living, which got for not engugh overnment | g Micklon said it can become 5
ppeals to seniiors yhe CAN pay axtry ng. ;- desperate feeling, 5
for a more Mantenance free byg gy L have to three 1o five seniars g S
independent lifestyle, week calf for housing,” gaig Mr. Kel. “If you're middle income, forget
At Greystone Farm in Safem for ley, who as 4 private developer m‘Gooutonaqzceber.gand die,” sl’:e
instance, residents ey ROt just an backed ottt of an assisred-living pro- | ' said, describing their options, «1
APArtment but thrse magrc a day Ject because he coulg nog make jt a1t of them do fee! trapped
€ooked by 4 cher apg served in o affordabile for senjopy “There are | No one’s dealing with that because
restaurant.styfe dining room, 74. four elderly hausing complexag in the blg”momzy is made in the lap of
hour SUDPOTT Staff, onte-on.one e, De?m a]{"d Svery single one hag 4 -
ousekeeping, 3 fiprg , & beay waiting list ¥ ; Lewis compared their n:
shop, and transport?;mm It g : H1e said resients bay 30 percent | | to ?ui;ients cocn?;neﬁng foi'ht?; ggg:t
expected to cog; anywhere from oF their incorme for et and couples I tion of an Overextended teacher
$3.000 to 000 per my thust make fess thap 523,150 4 year, | . :
Staff cant administer m, icati and singje residents legs than “Irs sort of like the kig at school,
Or provige “skilled nursing care » 320 250 J where special needs at bath ends of
sai Benchmark Communications 9 Agkmson devejoper Steven W the scale get the attention and the
OF Gregory W, Ange, , but Lewis, whg has o low-income f kid in the middie gers neglected,” he
the g is the help provideq with elderly housing in Hampstead for 15 said.
the smaller chatlenges of everyday years and just bujl; 26 nits in g
. He said the aVerage resident ig ) Atkinson, said Soythern New Hamp. Mrs. Micklon hopes 1 530y devel-

82 to 85 years
e,

fernal

Benchmark

do that with ’a
ickion saiq. “It’s
cept, but je's expensive

old, and most are

» which wag ane of
16 propose assisted-ljy.

safety
a

net,” Mrs,
wonderfut cory.

shire zoning against multi-family

Oper seizes what she believes is an

Opportunity.

“A good businessman would know
there's money to be made there,”
she said. “It's ngt going to go away.
It's only BUiNng to get worse.”

——————
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Center site questions persist

by Steve Eifler - ;
" SALEM - Salem's senior center Although a warrant article ask-
could be delayed by the fact that ing for funds for a safety complex
the center’s proposed site is also a  design was tabled at Town Meeting,
potential site for several other pro- Salem does plan to move forward
jects, including the towns com- with the proposal in the near
bined safety complex and a teen future. The safery complex, which
center. would house training and dispatch
" The 12-acre site, located behind facilities for both the fire and police
the Municipal Office Building, is departments, may also be located
more than ample enough to house i on the town-owned lot behind the
other buildings in addition to the MOB.
proposed senior center. Town offi- The Salemhaven board mem-
cials must now determine which bers will have plenty to think about
ones will go where. ’ when they hear from the town offi-
Also of import in this discussion cials next week. It appears that the
is access. town officials themselves have
The site extends all the way back almost as many questions to
to Lawrence Road. At some point, answer.
there may be a connector road “We're gonna move forward on
from Geremonty Drive over to it,” said Selectman Everett
Lawrence Road. It may go through McBride.
the town's ot or through The selectmen plan to form a
Salemhaven’s property. committee which will be organized
The .Salermnhaven Board of to answer some of those questions.
Directors have already met to dis- What will share the site with the
cuss the proposed center as one senior center? Where will the
design calls for the center's access access to the center be? Wil there
road to connect to Salemhaven's be a connector road to Lawrence
driveway. On Aprili 4, the Road?

- Salernhaven Board will hear a pre- The committee will include
_sentation from town officials Russell and Roberta Ingram, who

regardmg the proposed access donated $500,000 toward the new
road center. It will also likely include for-

mer selectman Bob Ellis and repre-
sentatives from the current senior
center and the council on aging.

It may be scme time before the
commirtee has any answers, since it
hasn't even been formed yert, but
the selectmen appear comfortable
with the wait.

“l do not want to rush the pro-
ject,” said Selectrnen Chairman
Dick Gregory. "l want it done prop-
erly. We can still get it done.”

pA=-”
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Town seeks help

by Steve Eifler

SALEM - The proposed new
-Salem Sentor Center may be fur-
ther off than some residents would
like, but there is progress  being
made.

Representatives from the town
met with the Salemhaven Board of
Directors Tuesday evening to dis-
cuss 2 possible site location for the
center. The potential site is behind
the Municipal Office Building, adja-
cent to Salemhaven, N

There s no access to the site,
and the town may need some help
from Salemhaven on that issue. In
order to save $200,000 i site
work, the town may  ask
Salemhaven if the senjor center
could share the nursing home's
access road. This option is signifi-
cantly cheaper because water and
power lines would not have to be

extended as  far --Without -

Salemhaven's access, the town esti-
mates that it would cost approxi-
mately $430,000 n access and
utility work alone.

“The sitework is a function of
distance,” satd Salem Planning
Director Ross Moldoff. *It is a far-
ther distance for paving and a far-
ther distance for utilities.”

As a result, the town met with
the Salemhaven Board Tuesday to
discuss their options. Jt is expected
that Salernhaven may ask for con-

-Cessions in return. The nursing -

home's driveway may need to be
widened to accommodate the addi-
tional traffic and the town. would
have to pay for that work .

" gs went very well,” said
Community Development Director
dJim Turse, who participated in the

meeting. “They were very co-oper-

ative. We were there more to listen
than to talk.” :
ﬂrenextstepwiﬂbeforthe
fown to meet with other abutters
and propcty owners in the area,

“This Is the first project to go
Into that area,” Turse said. “We
don’t want to mess it up for other
people. We don't want to get so
driven to get the senior center in
that we overlook something else. "

The planning has been turned
over to SFC Engineering. The firm
will work hand-in-hand with a
senior center advisory committee
which the selectmen wil name in.

~ the neéar future.

Together the committee and the
engineers will decide what goes
where. :

“There is a need for a publiic
safety center. There Is a need to
redevelop the town half at some
point. There is a need and an inter-
est and funding for a senior center.
There is a need and an interest for
a teen center,” Turse said. “We're
considering how it might all work
together.”

Voters, approved partial funding
for a Master Plan update fast month

T —————

. aven

and it will be affected by what hap-
pens on the land behind the MOB.
Turse said that the future Master
Plan will be shaped by the decisions
made in the next year.

Because of the $500,000 dona-
tion from Russell and Roberta
Ingram, there is a push by residents
to move forward now.

“We got a sizeable donation
from a nice man and there’s a lot of
interest,” said Dave Tilton, “I hope
we don'tsit on our duff.”

However, the town does not
want to rush things because so
‘many projects are interrelated.

“Linking sentor functions is not
a new idea, but f5 Is something
we're all working toward,” Turse
sald. *We're going to take this step
by step. We need the co-operation
;of Salembhaven "

el
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The phone has been ringing ever !
since, not just for Mr. Silvestri, but
for builders all over Rockingham
and Hillsborough counties, which
are experiencing a new wave of
growth.

Mr. Silvestri and his son, Chris,
are working on a home for the alder-
ly in Windham, a pizzeria in Salem,
an office building in Nashua and a
bank in Derry, amaong ather pro.

Southern
N.H. is hot

By Mike Reche
Associated Press

HUDSON — William Silvestri
remembers the best of timeg the
1980s, when he was working round
the clock to build 92 homes in six
months.

“It was very, very difficult,” he
said. “g}d sl?ézrobably Lhad one fin-
ger —the er — sticki
of the ground.” o g out

A builder in Salem since the
1970s, Mr. Silvestri had been
through recessions before, “and 1
knew at some point it had to turn
around.”

About four years ago, it did. The
teIquone rang and a real estate
agent in Nashua asked Mr, Silvestri
if he wanted to getinon a 61-Int res.
idential subdivision,

el s VSR

Jects,

“This is & hot place to relocate,”
said Marty Capodice of the state
Department of Employment Securi-

Many businesses have moved to
New Hampshire from Massachu-
setts, fured by lower land and con-
struction costs. Workers have fol-
lowed.

‘But this boom is different from the
wild growth of the mid- to late-
1980s, when most construction was
residential and on speculstion, with-
out a committed buyer. Now com-
mercial and industrial construction
are the driving forces.

“This is much more significant
than the late 1980s,” said Michae!
Reynolds, planning director in Hud-
som since 1987. “Pve never seen any-
thing like this.”

Two years ago, Hudson was a
place where small manufacturing
companies and high-tech firms
could move ta grow.

“Today if you drive through the
industrial land in the town ... indus-
trial space is close to being full,” Mr.
Reynolds said.

Derry Assistant Code Enforce-
ment Officer Fred Kelley said his
comumunity is feeling the pressure.

“It’s S0 busy, it's crazy,” Mr. Kel-
ley said. “We've got the land, we've
got the zoning, and we've got access
to a major artery (Interstate 93) and
now & couple of airports (Manches-
ter and Pease, in Portsmouth). It's
Just gotug nutty.”

Stuart Arnett, state director of
economic development, said high
tech firms attract more of the same.

“People want to be close to where
other high tech firms are. That's dri-
ving it more now than 10 years ago,”
he said.

Space is at such a premium in
Salem that perfectly good buildings
are being torn down to make way for
new ones, said Ross Moldoff, the
town's planning director. Recently,
most of a food supply warshouse
was torn down 3o retailers Best Buy,
MVP Sports, Comp USA and Linens
‘nt Thirgs could open stores on the
main comunercial artery, Route 28,

Dennis Delay, a senior economist
for Public Service Company of New
Hampshire, said the state’s popula-
ton increased by about 90,000 in the
last decade, mostly in the southern
ter. Job and wage growth was con-
centrated in high tech, health ser-
vices, trade, retail and financial ser-
vices, he sajd.

But housing growth is slower than
a decade ago because people are
afraid the bottom will drop out of the
market as it did in the late ‘808, he
said. Last year, there were about
6,600 housing starts in the state,
compared with sbout 18,000 a year
during the late ‘80s, he said.

In Nashua, 1,000 to 2,000 new res-
idences were being built each year
in the late ‘80s; now it’s 150, said
Roger Houston, city planning direc-
tor.

“I caution to use the word ‘boom,™
Mr. Houston said. “We have g very
robust econowmy.”

Mr. Delay and Mr, Arnett also see
mare business diversity than a
decade ago, a sign of a healthy econ-
omy.

In the 19703 and ‘80s, many area
Jjobs were concentrated at Sanders, |
Digital, Raytheon and Nashug Corp.
Now emiplayers are smaller and,
“we hope, more recession-proof,” |
Mr. Amett said. | '




" planiing to-move into a 65, 000

busitiess al
: 'some homes ‘but the | , :
compames are. workmg w1th
town officials and re51dents :
to address concems ‘ |

: By Chris Marlkuns
EagleoTrzbune Writer -

'SALEM — A pair of businesses’

are planning to expand in towd, . [**

which could mean 200 new JObS in -
the next few years. :
Lightchip Optlcal Network and .

fHarvey Industries are both Working .. |/

" with the Planning Board in hopes of . I
~meving into new buildings in-the’
near future’; Both would likely mean
some additionsl jobs, “said Planning
Director Ross A. Moldoff, ‘including
" some high-tech positions.tha Bk
typically higher paying.”:: "

“I think in general this 'is 4 pos
tive thing ‘for the commumty,”
Moldoﬁ' said, -

-"Lightchip, a research: and dev
opment fiber optics company that’
has been in Salem since 1998,.is,

square. foot buildmg on’ Noi'thw‘
ern Dnve and could eventually add:
as many as 200 new JObS, accordmgf
to Mr. Moldoff. -

1t 18 designed to have a lof of :
room for expansion, because they.
felt they could be expanding and
possibly -providing. 3obs i
said Matia R:‘Hamiltor, vicé
- man-of the- ‘Planning .'Board whi
T heard a presentation from L:ghtcbx
.at a tecent meeting-“They anu
pate continued growth.

. Lightchip marketifig.

son said the’ company'would
- release detail§'of its expansion ' pléns;

until receiving final Planning Board o

approval, but did say the building |
. would be built and owried by anoth- .
er company and rented by
Lightchip. .

She said all Lxghtchxp employees'
are currently housed on Industrial
Way, but the company has rented
space on Stiles Road and Keewdydin
Drive to provide extra room for 25
new employees added in the last two

th, g

& doo
rooﬁng material dmtnbutor currefi
ly located on Industrial Way, accord-
ing: 16 Mr. Moldoff; and their poss
ble move into a 42 ,000-square foot
building on Raymond Avenue could . -
add gbout 20 new jobs. ) !

- Both of the planned new buildifigs -
would sbut some homes, but Mrs.”
Hamilton said the companies are
workifig with town officials and rés-
1dems to address any concems

j{? R




L1ghtChip
ready to be
‘disruptive’

f you're looking for a company

along the [-93 corridor that

might make some serious

“waves’ in the worldwide high

tech ocean, one to watch is

LightChip just off Exit 2 in
Salem.

Armed with patents, LightChip pos-
sesses what William Peck, the chief
executive officer, describes as “disrup-
tive technology” in the optical net-
working industry. “Disruptive
technology” is a phrase that means
there’s a new guy on the block and he
has tools that are better than anyone
else’s.

“What we have changes the cost
structure and architectural equa-
tions,” now being used in fiber optics,
says Peck.

First, a basic ex-
planation. The
communication
lines from your
home or business
are normally either
copper telephone
lines or cable coaxi-
al lines. But once
they get to the car-
rier's equipment
they often become

Oz ST, fiber optic cables
93 SOUTH: composed of up to
BUSINESS 100 strands of
Chris Harben  Blass.
Where your voice
or digital messages

begin as electrons in copper wire, at
your phone or cable company’s centtal
office they are often switched to pho-
tons in glass strands.

LightChip's “secret sauce,” as Peck
puts it, allows phone and cable compa-
nies to push significantly more infor-
mation and a greater variety of
messages down those glass strands —
and to do it all less expensively.

For those who prefer technical
wording, here it is, taken from the
company’s own material. “LightChip
is taking a lead in the transparent
DWDM (dense wavelength division
multiplexing; network arena by pro-
viding high-performance, cost-effec-
tive wavelength multiplexing/
demultxplexing and passive wave rout-
ing solutions.”

The company also produces equip-
ment that will monitor this entire ef-
fort. More stuff, more variety, with
quality control. And don't forget
cheaper. Disruptive, indeed.

The market LightChip is about to
try to shake is already huge, and be-
COMInNg more so.

Estimates are that last year $3 bil-
Lion in fiber optic equipment was pur-

HERBERT, Page B2
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! chased by carriers like MCI just

in
what's called the longhaul mar-
ket — where messages are sent
longer distances between carrier
central office stations.

The metropolitan market, cov-

' ering shorter distances, is about

10 times larger than that, Peck

* estimates. That's where Light-

Chip’s initial products are aimed.
It's the metropolitan market
where carriers face the maximum
stress of providing many differ-
ent voice, sound and visual serv-
ices to many types of customers.
*“They're fighting an uphill bat-
tle,” says Peck of the carriers.
“They can't put glass into the
ground fast enocugh ... Last vear

. it's estimated that, worldwide,

companies put down fiber optic
cable at the rate of 2,000 miles
per hour.”

Sometimes a companv will
come up with a new technology
that thrusts its sales upwards.
But in LightChip's case it's the
technology that formed a com-
pany.

Established in September 1668
by savvy investors with a track
record of putting early meney
inte high tech ventures, Light-
Chip ciosed its second round of
venture capital for $16.7 miliion
in Decernber 1999.

LightChip is a cosmopolitan
creaturs, Peck was division vice
president and worldwide gereral
manager of BEastman Kodak's dizg-
ital medical business. He and his
family live in Dallas.

Senior vice president of prod-
uct marketing, lan Turner. who
happens to live in New Hamp-
shire, is a high tech veteran, hav-
ing served as CEQ of R-Byte. the
developer of the only U.S.-de-
signed DAT tape drive.

Vice president of product mar-
keting, Williasm Emkey, was
group manager, videg/broadband
market developrment st Lucent
Jarnes Beattie, manager of Opti-
cal Engineering. comes fTom
Corning where he helped develop
DMDW platforms.

Michael Sussman, direcier of
swsterns engineering, was the
princpal architect of the deveioe-

at Cognex.

Right now the company em-
ploys S0 people. more than 30
with zngineering degrees in van-
ous disciplines including cgrtics.
software, mechanics and manu-
factunng, quantum mecharucs.

LIGHTCHIP senior vice president of sngineering, lan Turner, right, wic
looks on as Evgueni Baberiko runs some tests on opticai equipment por
at one of the company’'s labs. Also obsarving is LightChip CEQ Wil- rod:

llam Peck.

phatonics, materials science or
physics.

The company ccosidered loca-
tions on both coasts, says Peck,
but chose New Ergland because
it offered the nght mix of talent
and manufacturing capabilities.

“We wanted access to the right
talent and what we consider the
heart of classical optics technolo-
gv in the United States,” says
Peck.

Within New England, the com-
cany looked at many sites. in-
cluding Manchester’'s Millvard,
but selected Salem because it was
closer to the Route 128 and Route
495 high tech complexes in Mas-
sachusetts.

Chris Goodnow, a Salem-based
real estate consultant, helped
LightChip find the nght space.
According to Gooednow, the 18-
mile I-93 corridor from Salem to
Manchester is at the moment two
distinct markets.

Companies from Exit 3 south
are reluctant to move too distant
from the Bay State high tech cor-
ridors. “They don't want to get
too far away from the 128-495 tal-
ent peol,” Goodnow observes.

Frem Exat 4 north, the compa-
o1es are not so tited to high tech,
Goocnow says.

The Salemn industrial park pro-
vides LightChip expansion space
as well as access to high tech tal-
ent. Opecher Coastruction of La-
conia is expected to build a
£4.000-square-foor  facility near
LightChip's heacguarters.

Pack expects LightChip will

quickly ramp up to 200 emploves od
mrm’i%‘m*ﬁ e

Jazuary 2001 FI8 iotes that there (.-
i§'zdjacent land for even more exx- .y
pansion.

As for the company’s financial
future, Peck says growth will at-
trzct attention and the tnitial pri-
vatz investors inevitably want to
ge: thelr investment back.

So. LightChip could be pur- . -
chased by a larger company or it A
coiiid eventually “go public” and ..
iszze stock in order to gain the
funds needed to both pay off ini-
ha: investors, and fuel future
grawth.

“There is a clear fusion under
between the data and the tej-
munications industries. Ev-
zody’s asguiring ... s Hke
< recruiting (of talent) by buy-
other corporations,” savs

Regardless of what happens in
terms of LightChip's future fi- ) .
raasces, whatever happens will |
dzpend upon the company’s suc-
cess in selling its products.

Tor Peck, that issue's outcome
is predictable. LightChip's “se- ;
crzt sauce,” provides clear-cut ..
technological and eccnomic ad-
vastages to carriers who desper- -
218y need to get the most out of ..
n2 glass they continue to put .
Sawn. )

T st
I you heve information regard-
husiness. or public policy and
nning for business. you can
contact Chris Herbert at 665-2833
or 232-1257, or 221-7203 (cell. Mr. T
Herbert’s Email address 5 °
chertd Y@ med laone. et.
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Technology upgrade
eliminates fire hazard

¢ Anend o fires, increased recycling, decreased truck
traffic and 20 new jobs are among the advantages the
owner of LL&S Wood Processing Plant sees to the new

technology he is adding.

By Chris Markuns
Eagle-Tribune Writer

SALEM — A local business that
becarne all too well known to the fire
department in recent years is mak-
ing changes it believes will end its
flare ups.

Stephen D. DeVito, owner of
LL&S Wood Processing Plant on
Lowell Road near the Icenter, said
he is spending $8 million to renovate
his property and add a gasification
plant, which will dramatically
change the way his business oper-
ates.

Currently, the plant takes in con-
struction waste and separates the
recyclable metals from the wood
material and is left with a massive
pile of decomposing wood chips,
which are trucked off the site for

other uses. But the Mr. DeVito said
the heat, moisture and pressure of
the pile sometimes causes fires to
break out in the pile.

In 1998, the fire department
responded to several fires, including
one that took seven hours to put out,
Though there have been no serious
fires recently with the addition of
fire hydrants and some other
changes ordered by the fire depart-
ment, Mr. DeVito said the new tech-
nelogy will end them for sure.

When the gasification starts — he
took the first steps toward getting
the necessary permits from the town
last night and hopes to have it up
and running within a year — the
wood chips will be heated into char.
That char, which resembles char-
coal briquettes, will be shipped off
site and converted into activated

Please see FIRE, Page 10
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Senior cent

by Steve Fifler ,

SALEM - For the first time in
nearly a month, the Salem Board
of Selectmen resumed discussions
regarding the proposed senior cen-
ter. In addition, the selectmen
named a committee which will
guide the town’s policy on the cen-
ter in the future.

Back In March, the town learned
that- Russell and Roberta Ingram
would donate $500,000 toward
the cost of a new center, provided
that the town put up $650,000.

The Ingrams said at the time
that they would like to see con-
struction started this surnmer.

That appears less and less likely:

to happen.

- While the senior center remains
a top priority, the selectrnen are
trying to look at the big picture.
The proposed site, located behind
the current Municipal Office
Building, has also been discussed as
a potential site for a half-dozen
other projects, including a future
teen center,

With those other projects in
mind, the selectmen are proceed-
ing cautiously, if slowly. The last
thing they want is to Jeopardize sev-
eral other projects because the cen-
ter was put in too hastily.

Monday night, the selectmen
heard from the town's consultants

=710

about some possible layoﬁts which

- would allow for other buildings to

be included in the area behind the
town offices.

Primary among the concerns is
access to the land behind the MORB.
The town has proposed access off
of Salemhaven’s driveway, but the
Salemhaven Board has countered
with another idea.

The access may be changed so
that Salemhaven has its own drive-
way off a new access road which
would start where the current
Salemhaven driveway begins and

* end at Veterans Memorial Parkway.

Such a road would allow several
buildings on the land there.

Another concern is that there
are other property owners
involved, chief among them the
Wieszek family. According to the
town’s study of the area, the
Wieszek's are interested in either
selling or developing their property.
Monday night, the selectmen said it
would be “essential” to the devel-
opment of the entire area to
acquire that land.

The selectmen also debated the
pros and cons of connecting the
access road through to Lawrence
Road. While that would appear to
make sense, the town's consultants
suggested that such a connection

er inches forward

could be a problem. It would create
a short cut, forcing the new accgss
road to handle more traffic than it
was designed to hold.

So the selectmen listened to the
consultants ideas and then named
the town's senior center advisory
committee, which will provide the
selectmen with even more guid-
ance. The committee will be
charged with keeping all parties
involved happy, which could prove
quite a challenge.

The committee's membership
was limited to 10. They are;
Planning Board Representative
Bob Ellis, Housing™ Authority
Representative Susan Desmit,
Council on Aging Representative
Victor Mailloux, Salemhaven Board
Representative Bill Kelly, Wieszek
family representative Lorraine
Wieszek and citizen representatives
David Tilton, Russell Ingram and
James Nicosia and selectmen’s rep-
resentatives Everett McBride and
Ron Belanger,
| The committee will report to the
s,;electmen on a reqular basis.
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“The owner ofa wood-processing plant must
g improve its operations before expansion

i1s considered. , ]
s tephen D. DeVito, the owner of the LL&S Wood Pro- |-

cessing Plant, acknowledges his business has Irritated |-
some of his neighbors on Lowell Road in Salem over
the years. o
Whether it’s the smell of the rotting wood that sometimes
fills the air, the fires in the piles of wood chips or the tiny |/
pieces of paper and plastic that have littered the woods ata
nearby golf course, many of his neighbors have grown tired
of the plant. : ‘
But Mr, DeVito believes he has the solution to the prob-
lem. ‘
He wants to close the existing plant and landfill, and
open a bigger, but much more modern, gasification plant.
Mr. DeVito predicts that his new gasification plant will |

heated into char. The char, which resembles charcoal bri- |
Qquettes, will be shipped off site and converted into activat- |
ed carbon. The carbon is sold for use as a water filter, odor
control, and for absorption in situations such as oil spills.

He said the wood will be heated as soon as it comes in, so
there will be no piles to rot and smell, and it will be done
indoors so debris can't escape. - R
. But Salem residents and town officials are right to be .
skeptical about Mr. DeVito’s plan given his track record at
the plant, ‘ .

The site has not been in compliance with its 1994 site
plan for over three years, including a requirement to build |
a fence around the landfil], : :

Mr. DeVito’s flawed reasoning for not building the fence: |
He knew he was going to eliminate the landfil] 5o he con-
sidered it a waste of money. L ‘

But that didn’t wash with Planning Board Chairman |
James Keller, who pointed out that building “a fence is not .
rocket science.” »

The board recently decided to require a third-party
review of the site at Mr. DeVito’s expense. A report will -
come back detailing whether the plant meets requirements,
such as how high the waod piles may be or what time .
trucks come and go, and should eventually lead to a system
of better enforcement. : ;

“As Ronald Reagan used to say, ‘Trust but verify,’ ” said -
Mr. Keller. “Right now we don’t have the trust and we ain’t |
verifying :. I do think #n outside review is warranted, and
that should morph into ... a monitoring process.” o

We believe town officials should refuse to even consider |
any plans for expansion until Mr. DeVito can demonstrate |

T ree ALl 3 v
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Wood: Plant would like to expand

Continued fromPage 1 Even with the seve “referred 1o the site in 2 1998 memo  Should Mr. DeVito eventuall
- o ells’ woods and wetlands that - ¢g other town officials as “a nuisance bermission to move forward
‘“Trust but Verify’ buffer the actyal course from LL&S, regarding odor, dust, fires and nog.- plans wi]] require a hard Jog

As Ronald R y it is nearly impossible to forget compliarice with the terms of the both the town and state.

N onald Reagan used to say, what's next door. site-plan approvals » . .o

Lrust but verify,’ « p lanning Board “There are some days you can't - . ‘oblem G“lﬁcauon

Chairman James Keller-said at a see into the water (hazard) because A hxstory of pro ems questions

have the rang. “Right now we don't 5 the dust level” said Mr. Camp. |, fpril 1998, fire Chief John R, 7, _ 0 JOTS

have the trust and we ain’t verifying bell, who like hig mother still lives iy Nadeau cited the plant for twWoviola- _ “You're taking wood ang hea

- I do think an outside r. SVIEW IS 5he’of the homes on the PYOPErty  tions and forced My, DeVito to add it up in the absence of oxygen, 1

Warranted, and that should"morph - that has been in the family for over required fire hydrants after the Can broduce certain types of gase

mnto ... & monitoring process.” 100 years. - department had to spend seven ite] :
The Campbell family beljeves that g caid the family is considering  hours fighting the latest in a series of [tely want to SoView as an agenc

Process should have started 2 long testing the dust that blows from the blazes in-the wood chip piles, The %&ld state DES spokesman Cha;

ume ago. The owners of the neigh- plant and settles on the water and  department made numerons tripsto = Knox, noting that the state

boring Campbell Scottish Highlands tree leaves in the area, unsure of the plant for fires before the ffge tved no proposal in writing y
If Course have long been frustrat- exactly what it is or how harmful it hydrants were added, Chier Nadeay S 1ot an unknown process, but

ed by wind-blown trash on their lang may be. said, including “some raging fires” . 1Ot commonly done ... There’s .

A . uestion he would have to subn
aqd the foul odor that' drifts for As he tours the course in a golf that lastedaslongaslz hours. gomething for our review .. bo

miles; and have been the source of . i
' > c ¥, bell stopg to point out In December 1998, Mr. DeVito was ) ;

mmost of the complaints aboyt the ui’;’ Lj\i?erce(s:ag?g Jastio: apr’x dp ;,;er that ~ fined $2,000 by the stare Depart. g:?d;noﬁ a’;gg gxﬁi fgﬁﬁi’gﬁ;
plant. oy ] dot the Brass, still 100 yards from mentof Environmental Services for would ba méﬂmd ”

“Atleast it needs to be really well- the edge of the woods — also on  debris piles twice ag big as allawed. : :
monitored,” said Course manager their broperty — that hide the plant. . In March 1998, he was warned for ﬁiraisDeVno.currenﬂy runs LL;«&
Kenneth ‘Cﬁmpbell- “And I don’t In the woods, materia] can be seen - pot having the proper balance of ax;ir of g:sl;r;gsc:;l;fnan};guotf?ic‘
believe it is. blown high in the trees, while more  wood and metal wagte coming in, grith his parrot, Bernie. ©

. - debris is found on the forest floor. and then was fined $1,750 for stock- SR o
Closer to the plant, the smaji pieces piling twice the amount of wood hstl;S vision is aé’ office bmléimlg fg‘
m of waste continue to increase unti] .chips allowed, - : usmef}f, an N}oavedthroa 9% ead.
5 the wood chip piles that gre the My Devit has had'no problemg "€ upfg:) em.t ore than. _p%r-
MASSACHUSETTS source of it all are visible. with the DES o Fire Department CS0t of the waste coming in will be
Daily Lottery - ' ' i

; - . ) recycled as opposed t 0 per-
“Put yourself in our position, since, but he has run Into agitated cen¥now andlt)!gz’ezfewiﬁbﬂ;;: s£ell

May2z T 5307 .| Would yoy want this in your back Planning Board members as he le dno] id
A”' Tag Payoffs/axact order yard?” Mr. Campbell asked. takes the firgt steps to start remoy- ‘?T?ZSIZ ag};ﬂ:;:ﬁ;:g if: S;li d
4 o % j . 3 y
First or last 3 digits K3 The smeﬂ 1ng the lgndﬁu. , . of the plans. “All my life I've
Any2dgis.. . The site has not been in compli- Wwatched trash being dumped into
Any Ldigie ... 00 $5 Bruce M. Toker lives a half-mie ance with all the requirements of its - the ground ang wasted.”
Payoffs/any order from the plant, but the smell regu- 1994 site plan for at least three years Most officials leased with
Al ddigs .. T $166 | larly makes jts wayto his back yard, — pp. DeVito said most of the the rs &5 that harebp — B
Firse3digs ... 1117 “When I smell that smell,” he said requirements were redundant or . progre .- 145 been made. )
bast3dighes ... 1T cently, “I try to keep i kids in  pointless because of other changes Steve definitely phag been quite
— P";;"'z"?“‘ umbers trhee h%ugé a TV 1o keep the kids in and he thought the towy agreed —  CoOperative. Nobody's mad at Steve.
ay com 90 ) . i ’ d
May20 ....1289 Mgy 17 | sre Mr. DeVito predicts that his new  and officials see 1o excuse for not ﬁ::;zsb;c gen;gl:;v ﬁ&%ﬁnﬁ%ef
May 19 ... 9537 Mayis 5415 asification plant will solye the h  T0€eUng them or asking the town for g ) 0 ’
8asification p tras ol 2 said Mr. Turse Whois now the com.
Megabuci, 2 and odor concerns, : N & munity development director:
May20 ... ... 4-13-20-25.32-3¢ Cu tly, the pi t takes in ‘con.. AmOng the worst nglaﬁgns, Mr. D! -
May 7. 2:9-23-30-36-39 tion e Plant takes in con Moldoff said, was the lack of  “It'sgot a lot of issues, but I think
Cash struction waste and separates the - : . : :
ass required compliance reviews. Mr. the site has improved over the
Mayis o 3-12-13-14.35 recyclable metals from the wood DeVito | ired s A years,” said Health Officer Suzanne
T Mayis AT 672234 " materia] and i left with massive DeVito 1§ require Ito h:}ve an e"%" B. Doucette “There were certainly
Mass Miltions. , heaps of rotting woog chips, which  U€er review the plant for compli- 5. i :
May22 ... 8-18-31.37.38.43 DeVito said can emit o “rotten &€ and give a report to the town far more fire and odqr and debris
Bonus number: 49 . » R twice a year, but he has never done Problems.” -
May s 12-20-36-39.41.42 trucked ot GoelL.” before being that. * One of Mr. DeVito's bysiness
Bonus number: 44 . i i §
The Big Game With gasification, the wooq chips " Mr. D eV1§o alsc; never added a g:elgéleb‘g;s}ans ?ﬁﬁ;&?ﬁs&oﬁ [
May 19 16-24-37.38.40 Ul be heated into char, The char, *nce to the landfill marking Wwhere front of the Pra_.) Board
Big Money Ball: 26 which resemble charcoal bri- Ne planned 1o excavate, saying he snig )
May 16 . S 9-11-3448.50 quettes, will be shipped off site and ‘onsidered it 5 waste of money “He’s been light-years ahead of
Big Money Ball: {3 = onvert’e d into activated carbor. The because he planned to femove the  the previgys Owner there,” said Johy
. NEW HAMPSHIRE carbon is sold for use a5 5 water fil.  landfill. K ‘ gyom, lawyer for next-door Auto
N‘r ri-State Numbers f.‘er,’odoz_' control, and for ebsorption _ But the bqard Tejected his reason- thI:nc?inem (Elenze{. bfet sa lot better | |
May22 oo 976 and 2285 10 Situations such as oif spills. » with Mr. Keller of the Planning s i ¢ ) )
: LHe He sai b Board telling him 3 fence is not Mr. Devito Insists it will continue
€ said the wood will be heated as ; I ; )
May2z ., . . -..23.26.31.92 so00n as it comes in, so there wil] be Tocket science, : to improve becauge he and the plant !
May 19, T”'sm"' Wi%_ ',’7‘20_3 135 o pileg to rot and smel, and it will “We would prefer it be iy compli- al‘s tlere to stay. § ' |
May 16 e 10-15-17.21-25.35 be done indoors 30 debris can't ance with the old plang before we I'ma waste guy,” he said, proud ||
Tri-State Megabucks | . éscape, 4 get in‘t‘o,any new plqns,” Mr. Keugr to have Be;n in the busﬁness sincehe ||
May 20 ... e 20422.25.28.37.39 “I've heard that story before, ” said. “T'm qmtelxmtated', t0 put it was 14. “qpg what I do,
Bm;‘ ““m;":lf 12 said Marilyn R, Campbell, Ken. rmldlg, that the site is not in compit- “
My °"’“’b 517404445 | DO's mother and the cource owner,  ance. :

Powerball: 26

, I
“T guess I have a harq time accept- , ~
May 7 16-17-20-28-45 ing that because of the things that m—— -
N Devsvanbast a4 B :
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- Senior center
- planners

® Russell E Ingram, .
chairman of the Senior
Center Advisory o
Committee, is concerned
that the costs of preparing
the site might threaten»the ,
Project’s $1 million-plus
budget. o

By Tony Dutzik

Eagle-Tribune Writer

SALEM — Now comes the hard
part. '

Three months after Town Meeting
voted to add $650,000 to the
$500,000 pledged by Russell F. and
Roberta F. Ingram for coristruction
of a new senior center, the Senior

Center Advisory Committee sat
down for the first time last week to

" tackle the thorny issues surrounding

construction of the facility,

The committee, set up by the
Board of Selectmen to guide the
town in design and construction of
the center, chose as its preferred site
for the facility a parcel of town-
owned land behind the municipal
building and adjacent to
SalemHaven Nursing Home.
~ Mr. Ingram, 75, who was elected

chairman of the committee, praised .

the site for its proximity to
SalemHaven, Kelley Library, the
town offices, and a new assisted-liv-
ing facility under construction on
Main Street.

He said, however, that questions
remain about the cost of bringing
water and sewer service tg the new
facility and of expanding the drive-

! /

get to work

way of SalemHaven Nursing Home
for use as an access road. Mr.
Ingram said he was concerned that
the costs of Preparing the site might
threaten the project’s $1 million-
plus budget. .

-“We know we like the site, but can

we afford it?” he asked,

‘ Representatives of SalemHaven,
while supportive of the project over-
all, have expressed concerns .about
the site. Michael J. Carney Jr., pres-
ident of the nursing home’s board of
directors, said care must be taken to
ensure that the new road does not
threaten the safety of residents
walking the property. He also urged
that the senior center project not be
considered in isolation, but rather as
part of a master plan to address the
needs of town seniors, "

The committee requested that
town officials take a more detailed
look at the costs involved in prepar-

. ing the site, Community Develop-
" ment Director E. James Turse said

the committee alsg asked for more
details on two alternative siteg —
one in Abenaki Park and another on
school district-owned property
opposite Woodbury Middle Schodl.

The new, approximately 7,000- -
square-foot building will include
meeting rooms and recreational
facilities for semiors, Mr. Ingram
said. He would not Speculate on the
timeline for the project but said “jf
would be wonderful to put a shovel
in the ground this fal] "

The committee will meet again
June 8,

Tony Dutzik covers Salem for The
Eagle-Tribune. He can be reached at
(978) 946-2263, by mail at Box 100,
Lawrence, MA 01 842, or by e-mail gt
tdutzik@eagletribune, com.
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Editorials

Tra ffic report

Traffic is getting to be such a problem in our fair town

that out—of—towners avoid Salem like the plague.

We at the Observer have heard from a half-dozen peo-

ple who work here in Salem who said they never return
to Salem on weekends — because of the traffic. Others
have said that they have never been on Route 28, sim-
ply because they have heard too many horror stories
about traffic flow on Salem’s main strip. |

The Depot draws just as many comments. Some go
miles out of their way just to avoid this dangerous and
oft-clogged intersection

With the summer season fast approaching, traffic will
only get worse as travelers head to I-93, students head
off to summer jobs and shoppers head to the stores more
frequently. '

We ask that the drivers Operate with courtesy and
remember that everyone is dealing with the same thing.

Ve ask that the police do their best to keep traffic

moving smoothly.

And lastly, we ask that someone - the New Hampshire
Department of Transportation, the federal government,
some invisible deity - do something about the horren-
dous traffic in Salem. We hate to see people avoiding all
the good things in town because they can’t get to them.




Dunbar
kindargartan and

[

strest,” siid Ms. Buckley. “That's a

Iot of traffic,”

The relsidents said they would
‘rather haye the entrance placed on
Mzin Street, a notion the Planning
Board saigl it would consider when it
gave preliminary approval to the
preschoo] plan in May. But Town
Planner \Ross A. Moldoff said
putting the entrance on Main Street

could be p

“The driveway on Main Street
would be very closs to Dunbar,” Mr.
Moldoff s3id, & situation that could
cause further traffic problems on an
already bisy stretch of Main Street.

Like all naw projects, the new
kindergarten will increase traffic,
Mr. Moldoff said. But he added that
the impact|could be Jess than that of

a retail b

meat

Traffic is not the only concern.
Bud E. Erban, 59, who lives oexy
door to the proposed kindergarten,
complained that the comings and
goings of prents, alang with a play
area on the property, could cause

£XCO88 hoise.

.“We moved to the neighborhood
knowing we bad the balifield out
back,” Mr. Erban said, referring to a
Held at Waodbury Middle School
residents sgy remains in use some
nights until 11 p.m. "Now they're
talking about §:30 in the morning,”
the drop-off ime for the kinder-

garten,

“At 6:30 iff the morning, I need my
reat,” added|Ms. Simon.

The opposjtion of the Dunbar Ter-

Michelle M. Whittaker, director of
Create and Discover. She gaid the
company commonly runs into oppo-
sition when looking for locations for
its kindergarten and preschool pro-
grams.
" “People are always saying, ‘We
don't want you, we don*t want you,'
but then they send their children to
us,” she gaid. ¥ ;
Ms. Whittaker said she looked for
a gite for the new Iacility for about a
year before settling on the Main
‘Street location. She pointed to the
yeariong waiting lists far slots in the
existing facility’s part-time
preschool and kindergarten pro-
Brams as evidence the new center is
needed, |
Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Henry A. LaBranche said a Burvey
two years ago found that 87 percent
of incoming Salem Grst-graders had
attended kiodergarten, with most
attanding half-day programs. Of the
remaining 13 percent, he estimated
that about half did not attend

because of a lack of available -

kindergarten spots or because the
choice of existing spots did not meat
the needs of the parents,

Ms. Whittaker added that steps
émggnoa%nagwgnn
the center would have on Main
Street traffic and the surrounding
neighborhood. Pick-up and drop-off
times for parents would be stag-
gered to minimize traffic congestion,
and outside play time would likely
be limited to four, 20-minute periods
throughout the day.

Karen L. Tate, business manager
of Create and Discover, hasized
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Omxn.::nw from Page 1 race residents has a familiar ring to that the kindergarten is a permitted

use for that section of Main Street
and that the facility is being
designed to meet all local and state
regulations.

Mr. Erban and other Dunbar Ter-
race residents are careful to point
out that they do not oppose progress.
They say they would weicome a new
building on the property, occupied
by a snitable small business. A
Kindergarten, they say, is simply not
appropriate for the edge of a resi-
dential neighborhood,

But the tone of their comments,
combined with the anger with which :

" they refer to the commercial strip of
. Route 2B (“disgusting,” one resident
called it) and other built-up areas of

town, made it ciear they wanted no
parts of the traffic, congestion, and |-
noise that have been the flip side of |
growth in some parts of Salem,

“We're just trying to bold onto 2
little of what we have,” said Mr.
Erban. :

For Ms. Whittaker, however, the
objections of the Dunbar Terrace
residents are frustrating,

“We're trying to do a good thing,”
she said. "It just breaks my heart.”

Detailed plans for the kinder-
garten will likely be filed with the
Planning Board within the next cou-
ple of weeks,

Tony Dutzik covers Salem for The

. Eagle-Tribune. He can be reached at

(978) 946-2263, by mail at Box 100,
Lawrence, MA 01842, or by e-mail at
tdutzik@eagletribune.com.
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“There’s still great concern about

Please see HUNTERS, Page 2




"OUR VIEW ,

Itis too dangerous to permit hunting
~ inanarea frequented
by walkers.

hunting and walking don’t mix, :
That’s why they veted urlanimously last week to ban
firearms in the 200-acre town forest located off Route 111 in
Salem. :

Commission members said the increasing number of recre-
-ational users of the town forest makes the risk of injury too great
not to ban firearm hunting.

“There’s still great concern about the compatibility of firearms
sport and pedestrian traffic,” said commission member George
Jones last week, . . '

s alem’s Conservation Cémmissioz; members understand that

He also said more residents are using the forest since the town

‘installed a trail system. ; ;
© “We have designed it, we have pathed it.. and people are com-
iﬂg." ‘ ’ . .

- Calling the two uses of the forest “a dangerous mix,” member

We urge selectmen to vote to approve the ban on hunting in the

‘town forest when it comes before then, )
" Even though only seven permits were issued to hunters last
-year to hunt deer in the forest, one hunter is ope too many because
-of the possibility — no matter how remote — that a bullet meant
for a deer ends up hitting a child. '
. But we don’t think selectmen should stop there.

We think they should go a step furtber.

- Putting hunters and walkers in the same area, even if the
hunters are just using bow and arrows, is an inherently risky, and
‘possibly deadly combination,

" An errant arrow can kill 2 child just as well as a stray bullet.
~ When the town decided to invite residents to use the walking
trails, they should have immediately banned afl hunting in the
‘forest.

The majority of non-hunters who use the town forest should be
‘protected from the small amount of people who want to hunt
there,

The hunting season is short in New Hampshire — just 26 days
in November and December — but it’s long enough for one stray
bullet to cause a tragedy.

" We applaud the concern for public safety Conservation Com- |
mission members showed when they voted to ban the use of

firearms in the town forest.
We urge selectmen to follow their lead.

4
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Richard Miller, who OWns a gun and archery store in pj stow, N.H,
/2570 g

Hunters fee] targeted
4S woodlands become
housing developments N
® Hunters say there’s an . ; A gy g o |
mcreasingly hostile attitude : -
toward the sport gg more
Massachusetts residents
move into the state

By Chris Markuns
 Eagle-Tribune Writer

Hampshire a5 4 child.
Mr., Miller, who.was born and

But he’s Counting the days until he
waves goodbye tq the region.
“I've lived here in Southern New
Hampshire all my life,” sajd Mr.
iller, 36, Co-owner of JR’s Archery e——y
& Shooting Sports Inc. “And I cap’s Carl Russo/Eagle-Tribune
wait to get out of here, to tefy youthe Allan G, Bacon, who has owned
truth.” Al's Gun & Ree| Shop Inc. in
Business is good, he said, and with Derry for the past 39 years,
a business carg featuring 3 Bun-tot-  believes j¢'s More than just
ing, scantily claq woman, he seemg hunting terrajn that's
comfortable with Marketing. disappearing from Southern
But he and other hunters are tired New Hampshire

Mr. Miller said he’s received

opments, and e increasingly hos.  Many dirty looks from shoppers in

tile attitude ¢ d hunters.
€ attitude toward hyy e Please spe HUNTING, Page A2
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¢ Neighbors of Michele Park want
Selemrxentostoptheinstaﬂaﬁonof

Field not j/ogleihbm-s’drea |

loudspeakers on the park’s basebal] B

ByTonyDuuﬁc '

Eogle-Triune Writer
SALEM -~ For youth baseball beckers, it is a

Beld of dreams.
B(nﬁrnwbytesidenm,hhmbcc@eanaigh-

" borhood nightmare,

Selectmenwiﬂsoondeddebetwemthttwu

,gmﬁm‘g"’“ Memorial Park as
they settle a over whether
sbm:kibeh:mﬂedstmepa'ﬂ:‘sthmbmebandia-
monds.

Officisls of the Salem Youth Baseball Associa.
ﬁmuethemdspeakmgumemmepmme
pmk‘smmmmaﬁramm&tm

bmbm—aoumﬂmyhopewmbmamce .

oftownpride. .
Buta'gzmxyafmmarbymmﬂmmedm

Fﬁdaymghtseethesyeehemmﬂmnmmin }’
meirneishbarbood'sloaofﬁxpeaceandmml- ,
iy, -

“A lot of peopia in our have small
kidswbogotnbedat7w80’ ” sald Donma M.
the Michele Park B

"Wehnwweﬁyenmmaﬁeld,"midApple-
wpodlanemddmt&imE_Wa!L"Wedm'tlive
oext to Fenway Park ”

Theﬁtpeﬁﬁmeulmepastye&rhavekﬁlui- .
dmtsdimmﬁnaﬂhenmdaﬁau’smmme
loudspeakers i

,wmnozdm:ptﬂmirnaghbomood's
pesce and quiet, 5
“We don't think they’re being up-front,” said
Mrs. Frederick, .
SalemYmnhBawbaHDﬂidaIssamxedmysﬁﬂed
mmemumymekphmhmmml‘hey
concerns

Mr. Loomis ssid he pei‘son.gﬂy_mr‘ked with

residents and & lighting contractor
1 adjust the lights after they were instalied Tast
year. .
~"Itbughtihndmﬂsﬂwdmaxmn&hmeaﬂd
be done,” he smid.

Applewood Lane residents chose to let their

w,mmw&&xmofnavedﬁu,mske
case, )
mmemrheﬂamﬂghmms-zmm

Mr.lmnamsaidhe&asumﬁdentmbcmmn

wmlda.ppmvemelmdspeamuwhenﬂmymoq

the fssue July 17.
"We'veputmxrheanandsozﬂimnﬂ:iwadc.’he
safd. *T houestly bellmve this is the ngjnthmgﬂor

. tetown”

But Selectman Ronald J. Belanger ssid he has
ahmdybemﬁﬁumbcalreddenmandwaskanm
against the lan,

Di .
“Right now, I'm for the neighberhood,” Mr.

Belanger said. “Idou'tﬁ]inkweneedthePAsys-
tem out there.”
Oma-aemmexpmspedhopeammmnmtse
could be reached. 5
'Tmmthcre’smewaywecauwwkmin@
m"mSMmEveer.MchdeJr.
Nei reddenmazm’thahﬂngomhope
however,

Ansel Street resident Melvin . who
his nej 0 “join forces and the
mmmw@y%bmfmmmem -
B

B
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Brown. Their primary aim was to gh Pla_n 1 !

increase voter turnout for town elec- et s . fl 4

tions. By Tol than I've seen anywhere in | |

Mrs. Brown said the League also 7y : ‘my whole' life,” said Richard R. { =

¥..s wants to sponsor four community : ; Gregory, the selectmen’s repre- ; ol

-~ education projects a year. sentative to the board. Board | [ ik

tv,” Mrs. Brown program will be on cam- mber Bryant added that i

project would get paign finance reform in September. | seen accidents at the | 3
ed.and working The group will not meet in July and veway since last winter. !
O . . August. ~This intersection, of a]] places, i
7 Piuiile Project is The women do not take sides, handle this,” added Vice £

University of New Mrs. Brown said, The League takes { j :

‘rative Extension, a “strictly the facts” approach and

1the profile usual- does not allow members to cam.

1,500, including a paign for candidates,

the Cooperative The League has also resumed its

said the League “Voter Information Visits,” Mem.

" support to raise bers visit all new residents to
: encourage them to register and to

Ipter was restart- vote.

an, Missy Cohen- “We really want to reach out to

1glois and Mrs. ewcomers,” Mrs. Brown said,

Opportunity to
traffic problems and
€ buildi

T * g arne ZP I e 8 v
FijEneN R Jid %y

R ST TR
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Salem:
Senior,
town fight

Continued from Page 11

posed public safety complex that
~ would combine the town’s police sta-
tion and southern and central fire
stations.

Town Manager David W. Owen
said discussion of the combined
facility was prompted by crowding
at the police station and by the need
to better respond to fire calls from
the western part of town. He also
said putting police and fire services
under one roof could also allow the
two departments to share dispatch-
ers and training facilities, reducing
costs to the town.

However, Mr. Owen added that
the project is still at the “conceptual
level.” '

Selectman Ronald J. Belanger
said the public safety center plan,
which he opposes, is “so far away
from becoming reality that we
shouldn’t hold up other projects that
could be done,” such as the senior
center.

Mr. Ingram, who, along with his
wife, Roberta F., has donated
$500,000 to the project, agreed.

“If the safety complex is off 10 to
20 years, why shouldn’t the property
be used for the senior center, if it's
feasible?” Mr. Ingram said.

Selectman Everett P. McBride Jr.,
who said he supports the idea of a
public safety complex, said the town
had no definite plans to put the com-
plex in Abenaki Park. Instead, he
had another suggestion for how the
land could be used.

“I’'d just as soon leave it how it is,”
he said.

The committee expects to hear a
report on the cost of building at the
SalemHaven site at its next meeting,
scheduled for July 13.

Tony Dutzik covers Salem for The
Eagle-Tribune. He can be reached at

(978) 946-2263, by mail at Box 100, |

Lawrence, MA 01842, or by e-mail at
tdutzik@eagletribune.comn.
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New England Newspaper of the Year: 1992, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 2000‘1

Baseball "+

at night
strikes out

Salem Youth Baseball officials mean well but need
to show consideration for their neighbors. -

t may not be the national pastime anymore, but baseball
still holds a special place in the hearts of many Ameri-
cans.

The crack of the bat, the smell of freshly cut grass on a
spring day and the sight of a ball soaring through the air
can send adults thinking back to the days when they played
ball on Little League fields across Southern New Hamp-
shire,

Little League baseball fields have often been a place

where adults put their economic and social differences
aside to come together to cheer their sons and daughters
on.
Unfortunately, as Eagle-Tribune reporter Tony Dutzik
noted in an article this week, the Michele Memorial Park in
Salem is a field of dreams for some, but a neighborhood
nightmare for others.

Salem Youth Baseball officials seem intent on turning
- the Lawrence Road park into a “first-class facility,” which
will be capable of hosting district tournaments.

Last year, the league installed lights on one of the fields
and earlier this year they built a refreshment stand at the
park. Now, league officials want selectmen to approve a
plan to put loudspeakers at the park.

But neighbors of the park say the field is ruining the
peace and tranquility of the neighborhood.

Neighbors didn’t object when the games ended at dusk,
but since the lights were added, they say the action can
continue until 10 p.m. and the glare from the 80-foot light
standards shines into their bedrooms,

They're also troubled by the increase in trash blowing
onto their properties from the refreshment stand and think
loudspeakers blaring until 10 p-m. is too much to ask of the
neighborhood. :

We agree.

We understand and appreciate the efforts of Salem Youth
Baseball officials.

They want to make the park a source of town pride, but
the town’s first concern should be for the people who have
to live in the neighborhood after the games end.

We urge selectmen to oppose the plan to install loud-
speakers at the park, and to reconsider their decision to
play games past 8 p.m.

It’s important to have a place like Michele Memorial
Park so all kids have the opportunity to enjoy the Little
League experience.

But it’s even more important for the people who bought
homes in the neighborhood to be able to enjoy some peace
and quiet at the end of a day.
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continues
onight

& Dozens of youth baseball parents and
neighbors of Michele Memorial Ifark are
expected to air their views at tonight’s
selectmen’s meeting

By Tony Dutzik )
Eagle-Tribune Writer

ALEM — Selectmen tonight will likely settle a con-
ﬂigtmathasgmwnasheatedasmeRedSox-Yankees
rivalry when they decide the fate of thme loudspeakers
proposed for the baseball diamonds at Michele Memor-
ml'I‘he Salem Youth Baseball Association, which runs
leagues involving more than 800 young people, has pré)-
posed adding the loudspeakers to make the ﬁel s
acceptable for district tournament play. But residents
living near the park say the speakers would disturb the
peace and quiet of their neighborhoqd: o
Last week, both sides were oygmuzmg' tt;l;um ou

le as possible for tonight’s meeting.
mﬁ%ﬁfﬁg league to receive approval from the Boani)({):
Selectimen, we need to have as many parents as p:‘ilmofﬁ-
to attend ﬁ;:s meeting,” wrote Salem Youtht?a‘:s&bmm -
cials in a letter sent to 650 baseball parents. ithout 2
tremendous showing ... it is unlikely that we g

ir approval.” . )
m"ﬁe feptier went on to urge parents attgndu;g ﬂlxlfi;nne;t
ing to wear baseball caps in an expression oi 50 e .
m%eighbors of the park, meanw{bﬂe, were distributing
orange leaflets Friday night urging r&s}denﬂt;f,e to app::;
at the meeting and sign a petition opposing Fspeak
Salem Youth Baseball President Anthony F. Imthrde
Jr. said there has been little communication betvlvge;]m >
an and the neighbors since the June ) Plan

ing Board meeting at which the board, by a 5-2 vote,
rmﬁ conditional approval to the loudspeaker plal:ven’t
ga“I haven’t reached out to then}dand they
reached out to me,” Mr. Leonard said. )

Some neighbors of tt;e park say msmlh::hgé loudspe:.;(d
ers at the field wuul}i pbxit ﬁuﬁxe; :lpcgefs peawdy > and

redbyt;l“@,e(’t‘;t;ii;e;a£mmgamesu:t'xm‘.goaa;hmzasdl()p,m,~
%‘heyalsosaytrashﬁ‘ommereﬁeshmemstan sotne:

P{eg_geseeFm.Pagcz

and Kelli §. Brodie, both of

stch 2 game at Michele
k between Salem and

Kevin R. Woelfel
Haverhill, Mass.,
Memorial Park Iaft week
Haverhill’s Ri

. have the money we need,”

. 4 the project protects a
- town asset, and the cost

»

‘say

‘m: 8 lack of playing field

td on fields like those at
e

,of the core issues here is that
teeds more fields,” said Mr.

<onsrd said the town needs
two additional Little

nd one field for older chil-
meet the demands of his
which has grown from 55

_ WO years ago to 70 teams

. Dutzik covers Salem for The

ibune. He can be reached at
5-2263, by mail at Box 100,
€, MA 01842, or by e-mail at
reagletribune.com.

benefit

tor Sanders

NASHUA - Officials at Sanders
saytheyhavebeentalldngmplenty 5
of interested buyers since the Lock- AW&l‘d winner .
heed Martin subsidiary was put up CONCORD — The chie
for sale. With about 3,000 employ-  State's Forest Protection Bu

ees, Sanders i

argest employers. The company
makes a wide variety of electronic
systems used aboard fighter jets,
helicopters and ships. Sanders offi-
cials won't say who they’ve been
negotiating with, but they have nar-

vent and control wildfires.
Nelson received the Forest F
trol Program Outstanding

Award during the recent N
Forest Fire Supervisors

meeting. Mr. Nelson has bee
of the state agency for 15 yea
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k began June 12 and took
3 to complete. i

& maintenance fees for its
>f operation, including the
fon of the new system in
1 its start-up next spring.
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proud

d Seoul in South Korea,
g turned back by U.S.
Nations forces.

k and other Korean
1s recently received a
il created by the presi-
1 Korea at the end of
tow his country’s

to the U.S. and United
18. Up until this year,
erican veterans were
2 wear foreign medals,
changed the law to
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70 300

W_wmom Road .m.EumBm% end

*

The 600-foot stretch of new road will provide an
alternative to commuters leaving the Salem Corporate

commuters leaving the Salem Cor-
porate Center and commercial and

- industrial buildings off Manor Park-

traffic on Pelham Road.
Brady Avenue resident Stephanie
K. Micklon had a similar reaction.

Center and commercial and industrial wcm&nmm off Manor way, easing the rush-hour traffic She hopes the new road will siphon
Parkwa ; Jams that frequently clog Pelham off the truck traffic that often thun-
Y- C : Road. o, ders down her small residential
By Tony Dutzik approval Tuesday night to the long- Diane Maddox, who owns gmn.%x street on its way to woca 38.
mﬁm&ﬁ?ﬁ Writer awaited extension of Stiles Road, Investment Services at 22 Stiles “Oh, thank God,” said Mrs. Mick-

which will soon intersect with Low-

Road, was overjoyed at the news.

lon, who Jjokingly offered to help

SALEM — A long commuter ell Road near the Icenter. “That’s great,” Ms. gm%ox said.  pave the road herself if it would
nightmare could be coming to an Planning Director Ross A. Mold- Oca.oznﬁ. she said, “if you leave gpeed construction. “It’s way past
end, off said the 600-foot stretch of new at S, you might just as well sit in  time. This will gve so much relief to

he Planning woma gave final

road will provide an alternative to

your office until 5:15 or 5:30,” due to

Please sce TRAFFIC, Page 2
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Editorials

Whispers in the wind

Monday night, the selectmen approved the temporary
installation of a public address system at Michele Memorial
Park. The sound level of the systern will be tested over the
remainder of the month and if it exceeds the levels per-
mitted by the town’s noise ordinance, Salem Youth
Baseball may have to take the system down and design a
new plan which includes more screening — or scrap the
idea altogether.

‘Whether the PA system exceeds the limits of the noise
ordinance is irrelevant because of one simple fact: the lim-
its 'set by the town are ridiculously low.

The ordinance prohibits machinery noise above 45
decibels at night and limits such noise to 55 decibels dur-
ing the day. According to Hearnet.com, a normal conver-
sation tops out at 60 decibels. Background noise at a restau-
rant is about 70 decibels and a busy street can reach 80
decibels. ,

How can the town expect businesses to operate if they
must keep their noise levels below those of a normal con-
versation? ,

As for the residents’ complaints that noise from the field
keeps them up at night, we wonder whether they would be
woken up by a normal conversation.

If the PA system is found to violate the ordinance, then
the town needs to look at the ordinance as a problem, not
the system.




By Tony Dutzil
Eagle-Tribune Writer

SALEM — Salem’s new senior
center could be on the move,

Selectmen“tonight will decide -

whether to spepgi up to $10,000 to

viously, the center had beep
broposed for another biece of town.-
owned property behind Town Halt
and adjacent to SalemHaven Nurs-

ing Home.,

But Thursday night, the town’s
Senior Center Advisory Co!}imit_tee

Please see, CENTER, Page 2
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If the area taken up by stores like
Home Depot, Target and Wal-Mart
were home to several smalter stores
instead, the likelihood that one or
mare of them would be vacant would

-

-ing stores in Salem, Derry and Plais. pointed out that the closing of one of
. tow. In all, Wel-Mart has 21 stores ‘those box stores could haw
-in-the stite. :

‘ 5 i k'mSODMNEWIIWW-W - be greater. However, Mr. Becketman
imp'actnthe rate beca use
size. :

'I‘heretailgiant—mdudingits

W3 population.

Sam’s Club wholesale stores — takes

= upSperwm,orlzinﬁﬂionsquare

2 feet, of Southern New Hampshire's
retail space, the stody says.

*_“You're looking at stores that are

! 130,000 to 150,000 square feet ... If

é' : mm-earewofmeminmearea,max
E !

Juzth

asons for the few

rise

Mr. Moldoff said box stores start-
ed arriving in Salem in the early
1990’8.&elatestbeingawhuieshop-
ping plaza of them on Route 28 at
Kelly Road. The Village Shoppes at
Salem plaza includes MVP Sports,
Best Buy, CompUSA, Linens'n
Things, The Big Party and Michael's
craft store,

y follo
To

-Mart and
populations

typicall

adds up to be a lot of space,” Mr,
Moldoff said. :
William J. Beckeman, a partner of
Finard & Co., said Wal-Mart is now
“rolling sut its superstore cocept”
in New Hampshire. Locally, Salem
will be the first with a Wal-Mart
superstore, as the existing Route 28
store is being enlarged to add a
officials

.blocal pl
'S burgeoning
ing economy and the
ke Wal
peaple

22,000
Retail

ere are lots of re

qrmving
te's two southe
aud Hi
combinad

“Retail
their
Iy 350,000

of

%&:ﬁngton. Mass.
vacancies,

“Retail was also stimulated by the
mall coming to Salem,” Mr. Moldoff
said of The Mall at Rockingham
Park, which opened in its 1 million
square feet of space in 1991.

Initially people feared the mall
would hurt other retailers, Mr,
Moldoff said. He said a study done at
the time said 70 percent of the near-
by stores would prosper because of
the mall, and 30 percent would fal- )
ter,

W stores
e

south to
spanning

tail
west to Lyndebar-

x say

four of their 21 New. Hampshire
. " locations are 5

| “A decade ago Wal-Mart wasn’t

j : even in New ire, now it's the
state’s largest retailer and it's con-
tinuing to grow rapidly,” Mr. Recke-
man said,

Targetis another big retailer mak-

Last year, Target opened stores in
both Salem and Nashua.

s success is
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“And looking back at what hap-
pened, that's probably about right,”
Mr, MoldofY said.

The Route 28
part of the ry
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ough. The study was done by Finard & Co.

Heampshire
southern

th

A Hupérmar-

vide virtuat-

speciality stores pro

everything a person could

St

'Hampshire,
want.

tate’s lar

.

ntinuing to
according to a

retailcorﬂdorisamag-

oppers.
, natlonal retaf] s

and

SALEM — Its

* A decade ago Wal-Mare
net for shy

‘wasn’t even in New
grow rapidly,

New England.
Eagle-Tribune Writer

By Dawn Souza

now it's the s

retailer and is col
Malls

kets

Yy

by Lechmere. Target demolished
the Lechmere store and built its
own, saying it was more cost-effec-
tive.

The study says Salem, Manches-
uerandNashuaarem‘wSSper-
cent of the southern tier’s 23.9 mil-
lionsquarefeetofretaﬂSpwe.

Pelham has/the lowest vacancy
rateinm'ea,wnhjustl.ﬁpercenwf
its retail space being vacant this
year, the study says. i

Pelham Planning Director Vin-

doing well, or #t conld ‘mean that

mereisnotmgugﬁmtaﬂ'spmem
-want t open in town: Or it could be
a bit of both. g

‘Pelham does ot have a Jot of

retail space, Mr. Messina said, espe-
cially areas where stores of 10,006

Square feet or more — like a Victory -

Market grocery store — could be
built. What it does have, he said isa
“fair amoumt” of smaller retail
spaces, which, when vacant, tend to

“be filled quickly, -~ .

“The actual acreagé of comrer-
¢ial Zoning is relatively small here,”

That is & deterrent to ranﬁdnal

roteilers Hke Wal-Mart and Home -

Depot, which look for large tracts of
Iand to build thefr giagt stores. :
The rise of “bax stores™ — pation.
&l retailers that open in giant box-
tugs — I8 another fac-

© tor inthe region’s low VACAncy rates.

Nothaving a sales tax is also a fac-
tor in keepi

Onanydayofﬂzeweak,mepark-
ing lots of retail stores in the border
‘towns of Salem and Plaistow have
Ioads of cars with Massachusetts
license plates in them.

For retailers, the tax free status
combined with the border location
means shoppers will not only come
from the immediate towns the stores
are in, but customers will travel
ﬁ'omMasmchusettsforthesavings.

“The number one reason has be
menosalestaxmdﬂxearea’spmx-
imitytuMassacpusetts,” said Mary
. “And

‘aclnsesecmdhasﬁobemem“engm :
of i . '

the economy.

economy a ey factor in keeping
in place. :

“People have mede meney and:
consumer confidence is 8 near-
record high,” he ssid, “When people
feel good, they spend money.” .

Dawn Souza covers general
ussignment for The Eagle-Tribune.
She can be reached at (978) 946
2259, by mail at Box 100, ¢
MA 01842, or by e-mail at

ine.com.
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picked to lead
project

~ SALEM — Town officials took a -
first step toward developing a new -
town Master Plan last week, hivinga -
Concord-based consulting firm to
spearhead the project. St

. Woodward Planning Consultants
.Inc. was chosen because of positive
recommendations from other com-
munities and its ability to complete
the entire Master Plan, according to -
- Town Planner Ross A. Moldoff,.

Mr. Moldoff said consultants with
the company would visit town this |
week to begin collecting information
for the plan, which is the foundatio:
of the town’s zoning ordinance and °
land-use regulations. Last updated
in 1992, the Master Plan is also used
by the Planning Board to guide
growth and development decisions. .-
The public will have ample oppor-"

tunity to provide input on the plan
over the next year, with two commu-
nity forums, monthly public meet-
ings before the Planning Board, and
-a Web site devoted to the plan on
tap. B :
_The finished plan will contain -
chapters on land use, housing, trans- ot
portation, utilities and public ser- |
vices, community facilities, recre-
ation, conservation, and preserva-
tion. Assisting Woodward Planning
Consultants in completing the plan
will be Bruce A. ‘Mayberry, a
Yarmouth, Maine, consultant who
drafted Salemy’s school impact fee
assessment ordinance and Recre-
ation Master Plan, and Rebecca -
Barnes of Barneés Resources .

Group/City Strategies of Cambridge, |




/' added $600,000

; f;;l)ntil»,fecently; the “ alem-
haven” site was the most .popular ...

‘ frejec'ted that site

Senlor Center‘ ‘plan' /29 i
‘encounters “site wars”’

by Carol Moore
. SALEM - At'a meeting of the
Senior Center Advisory Committos

the proposed Senior Center behiid

held [ast Thursday, a motion to sife™ #
the Town' Hall and abutting

wte.

Salemhaven was defeated by a 4.5
" The Semor Canter i uh

was approved at Town Meeting, -

was spurred on by a $500,000

donation by Russell, and Roberta

Ingram 'Which’wters"acCgpted and -
to be raised by

sidered for _

choice, but members of the Senior

Center Advisory Committee have

men to authorize $10,000 for a

cost analysis' of placing the building
at- Abenaki Park™ ;

meeting that George Fredette, who

conducted " the previous Salem-

work for $3,500. ot
There were conflicting opinions
about the efficacy of the Abenaki

haven site analysis, would do’ the

Park site and whether that site ,
would cost less than Salemhaven : -

Each site will require water and
sewer extensions as
road construction.

‘Also, there was concern about

into . the
—

access  difficulties

o

alem- .

and asked select- - -

Town ‘Manager David Owen’
* announced - at the ‘selectmen’s

. didn't want to

well as new

AR g

Salemhawn area and ﬁaﬁic consid-

grations at both sites. -, .

F o’

- Committee as well as_benefactor ' |

for the project, spoke in favor of
the Abenaki site. - "= IRy

'~ He was concerned that most of
“his $500,000 contribution. would -

‘We've been at this for four
months and we're back to square

‘one,” Ingram added. bra
~According to Town Manager
~ David Owen_ one major difference !
between the sites is that °
© Salemhaven s a 15-acre parcel byt -
- Abenaki Park has major aréas of
ledge, 5o only three acres are build-
able, o~ :
Selectman Thomas Eden spoke
“against the Abenaki site saying he
: put the center on
what he considered an inferior site. -
Selectmen did vote 4-1 to autho- '
rize $3,500 to be taken from the )
Sertior Center Trust Fund for a °
study of the Abenaki Site. '
Philip Smith cast the dissenting
vote saying that he felt the town
had the ability to do the study “in

house.”
S N\

Ve

-
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COnsultants

prepare new Master Plan

SALEM - The Town of Salem
has hired a consulting team to pre-
bare a new Master Plan for the
Town. Last updated in 1992, the
Master Plan is a policy document

" that is used by the Planning Board
- to guide the growth and develop-

ment of the Town for the next

. decade. The Master Plan is the

foundation for the Town'’s zoning

, ordinance and other land use regu-

~ lations, and is required by state law
to contain sections on land use,

" housing, transportation, utilities

and public services, community

; facili’des, recreation, conservation,
“+ " and preservation.

VT

‘%

&

The consulting team is headed

-~ by Woodward Planning

> Consultants, Inc., of Concord, a
- firm that has been working with

New Hampshire communities on
planning and land use projects
- since 1989. Some of their recent

" projects include the South Concord
" Redevelopment Study, the Nashua

-Recreation Master Plan, and

Zoning Ordinance updates in
Laconia and Concord. Assisting
Woodward Planning Consultants,
Inc., are Bruce C. Mayberry,
Planning Consultant, of Yarmouth,
Maine, and Rebecca Barnes of

~ Barnes Resources Group/City

Strategies of Cambridge, Massa-
" chusetts. Bruce Mayberry, who

* drafted Salem's school impact fee
7+ assessment

ordinance and

7/ 24f00

hired to

Recreation Master Plan, will be |

responsible for demographic and

|

economic analysis, while Rebecca .

Barnes, who specializes in public
information efforts, will coordinate
the public participation program
for the project. The transportation
Section is being pPrepared under
Separate agreement with the
Rockingham Planning Commission
of Exeter, and it will
ed within the full Master Plan.

The preparation of the Master
Plan will be a vear-long effort, and
will include an extensive public par-
ticipation program designed to elic-
it citizen input throughout the
process. The Community Profile,
held in January, 2000, is viewed as
the lead-off event of the Master
Plan project. Other events will

include monthly sessions with the ;

Planning Board {open to the pub-
lic) devoted to Master Plan topics,
two community forums, newslet-

be incorporat- -

ters, posting of information on the |

Town's web site, and coverage of
all events by local cable television,
with occasional press releases.

-

.
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Pictured at the official ground-
Goodnow Real Estate; Mark Woglor, president,

g\ ficials o LightChi ":5*603dﬁ0“4‘Rcai
< OEsmte,,: town and state officials and

‘Opechee Construction Corp. have

 officially broken ground ot LightChips

new corporate “facility on Northwestern

The facility will enable LightChip ‘to
mect the demand of the telecommunications
and cable markets for its innovative fiber
optic network solutions, officials said,

The 65,000-square-foot facility is being

designed, built and leased by Opechee to -
, LightChip, Christopher Goodnow of .
Goodnow Réal Estate provided real estate

consulting and developrnent advisory ser-
vices to LightChip. . :
“Everyone at LightChip is excited about
our planned new facility,” said Bill Peck,
LightChip’s ‘president and CEO. “This

d-breaking for LightChip's new Salem office, from left: Chris Goodnow,
eal Es ideny Opechee Construction Com.; Bill Peck, LightChip presi.
dent and CEOQ; N.H. Sen. Arthur Klemm Jr; and Ross Moldoff, Salem |

U turing®

chase displays

lation -and - disma

anning director.

space will enable LightChip to move

aggressively to meet Strong market demand

for dur solutions. It wil] help us to make a

smooth

nsition 10 high-volume manufac.

Ope‘chqc-;Gozistrﬁction Corp. also has

broken ground on a 37,375-square-foot
block and  stee] facility  for Interex

International Exhibits of Amesbury, Mass.

- The new buildirig will be located on a 4.23-

acre site on Hunt Road in Amesbury,
The' building will give Interex ‘added
office, manufacturing and warehouse space.

Th;efllm specializes in the design and fabri--

cation of trade show exhibits, point-of-pur-

ys and lobby displays. It also
provides storage and refurbishment, insta)-
thng of trade show

"Xh‘bﬂs. e
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Vote: Hunters win
battle for forest

Continued from Page 1

fish and game officials.

Only one of those who testified
said they had actually hunted in the
Town Forest. But alj argued that
hunting did not threaten the safety
of the Tunners, hikers, and Jjoggers
who have used the forest in increas-
ing numbers jn recent years.

“We're generally a very cotiscien-
tious group,” said Michael F.
Edwards, New Hampshire editor of
the New Englang Sportsman Net-
learn very quickly that
you have to take responsibility,”

Dave Walsh, a conservation offj.
cer with the state Fish and Game
Depanment, testified that there has
never been an archery-reated ‘hunt-
ing accident i New Hampshire and

The forest, he said, is “net great
deer habitat. It doesn’t attract a Jot
of hunters.” o

' Local bow hunter Gary J. Sfachlﬂl '

ski said that while he hag not hunted
in the Town Forest in the past, ke
would consider it. “If you shut this
down, it'g Just another hardship,”
Mr. Stachulski said. “It’s an option I

Perhaps the most persuasive

ATy

g

c
3
it
drgument, however, came from ﬁg?*
Andrew B. Santo, who told the com- |
mission that he deede 10 acres of a},
OWn land near the forest 1, the | S
town a few Years ago with the stipu- 5
lation that jt be kept open for hunt- | ©
lng ci
“Now I have doubts whether | 5.
made the right move or not,” Mr. | *¢
Santo said, N
Commission memper Linda Har- 3
vey said she wag unaware of My, | ~
Santo’s stipulation. Had she known
about the provision before the mugz. T e
zle-loader vote, she said, “I'm not E R
sute if I would have gone the same Eos
way.” ) fi ssag r
In contrast to the 15 of so hunters | I¢
who showed up to oppose the ban, no d
one testified in support, th
- “There was so much more turnoyt trg fe=
than last time,” said Commission hd
Chairman Thomas Campbell, refer. e

ring to an earlier public hearing on
the muzzle-loader ban that elicited
no public comment. “It’s exactly
what we wanted »

Mz. Campbejs admitted to being
“a little surprised” at the result. But
he added that the bow-hunting bap
and muzzle-loader ban are “two sep-
arate issues” and Pledged to advo.
cate for the firearms restrictions
when they come before the select-
men.

—
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Continued from Page 9 - after-the-fact permit to cover work - “We would expect the town to
o i . that has already been done, and notify the state if any contractor in

Any work within the town that dis- ‘would seek a state permit to cover  town did that,” Mr. Campbell said,
turbs wetlands must be approved by drainage maintenance townwide. My, Bartlett saw a silver lining in
the Oozmmncmgn Commission. But “We will get the town into compli-  the situation, saying that town offi-
Mr. Bartlett sai he was under the ance with this requirement,” Mr.  cials would now be forced to develop
impression Emﬂ,EEnﬁ:m:c@Soww ‘Owensaid. ,  asystematic, townwide plan for
of the kind .oo:m:c»mn. by the town - Commission Chairman Thomas  drainage work. , ;
did not require a i PR LN mpbell requested that the town He added that the drainage main-

Town Manager David w. Owen 1 e quickly on the permit request tenance program would stop until
told the commission Wednesday and asked Mr. Ow, :

night that the town wili apply for an

!

en to report the pext year or until the town receives
infraction to the'state, =~ =~ a permit for the work,
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| SALEM
Lands
L J
remain at
¢ Despite the board;s
approval, the company’s

owner hopes to relocate to a
larger site.

By Tony Dutzik -
Eagle-Tribune Writer

SALEM — Four months ago, they
didn’t have a chance, :

But this week, the owners of a
local company that builds gardens
for meditation and prayer got what
they had been seeking since April:
permission from the Planning Board

- allowing them fo continue to operate
part of their business from their
Main Street home, ‘

The board voted 6-0 Tuesday
night to grant a permit to Meditation
Gardens, a landscaping and mason-
ry company. ,

The vote came four months after
the board rejected an earlier permit
request after finding that the exist-

capers will

it
ing business was violating a town
ordinance.

At that time, the board was told
that the company had been operat-
ing out of the home at 297 Main St.
without a permit for two years, park-
ing trucks and storing landscaping
materials on the site,

Nearby residents alsg complained
that the business was inappropriate
for the neighborhood, which lies in
Salem’s historic district. ‘

“This is a landscaping and con-

struction business,” said Kathy
Burke of 293 Main St “For that to be
in our neighborhood, we're not
happy with it.” ,
- The company’s owner, Nancy
Hammond, said she called Town
Hall at the time she moved the busi-
ness to the Main Street location and
Wwas not told she needed a permit to
operate there,

“Tdidn’t expect to have the kind of
competition or objections we got,”

Please see VOTE, Page 14

‘ : ' Judy Emmert/Eagle- Tribine
This is the home of Meditation Gardens at 297 Main St. in Salem.
The business won permission from the Planning Board this week to
‘ontinue to base its office here, :



planes at the Pease Internat. .

‘...__..-—, - A‘bmvv " .
gamb]ing’s take Tradeport is considering moving
’ ~ part of its business to Ohio. Alliance

BEDFORD — The special com- Aircraft has struggled to raise

T mission set up to evaluate various  money to build its factory in New ~

Vote: Board lets company

Hammond said the company’s use of

Continued from Page 13
the Main Street site is only tempo-

work on

er }ecatmn at w!nch it can display. i
gardens, house its office, and bas

she said.

After the hearing in the spring,
the town ordered Ms. Hammond to
remove the trucks and materials
from the site. In June, after comply-
ing with the order, she applied for a
permit again. This time, she assured
the board only office work would
take place in the building.

The board had delayed action on
the request, asking for more infor-
mation on the site and clarification
of some legal issues.

Last night, the board seemed sat-
isfied with what it heard.

“It appears to me they’ve done
everything we’ve asked them to do,”
said board member Gene Bryant.

Board members requested the

Building Department report back in -

a year on whether the company is
following town rules.

Melissa Turpin, an employee who
represented the company before the

- board last night, was relieved at the

result.

“We were a little nervous,” Ms.
Turpin said. “We've done everything
possible to clean up the site.”

The board’s decision did not
please Lois Mlocek, a nearby resi-
dent who has spoken out against the
plan.

“It bothers us that they were in
there for 21/2 years without a per-
mit,” she said. “I don’t think neigh-
bors should have to police what goes
on in our neighborhood. There has
got to be a better way.”

Despite the board’s go-ahead, Ms.

READ DEAR ABBY
SUNDAY THROUGH FRIDAY
IN THE EAGLE-TRIBUNE

rary. its landscaping materials and truck
The company is looking for a larg- she sald

(across from
from 6:
Registration Ru:
BOYS and GIR

Contact Dan K
For m¢

This project is supported in part by the Aassachuselts Cidtural G
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Kindergarten plan tablegd |
for more traffic studies *~#

by Carol Moore .

SALEM - The Planning Board
delayed approval for the Create
and Discover Site Plan, a 70 stu-
dent pre-school/kindergarten at
196 Main St. until another traffic
study could be conducted.
~ The site is at the corner of
Dunbar Terrace, and. the plan
includes using that residential street
for entrance and egress to the park-
- ing lot, rather than adding another
curb cut to Main St,

Residents of Dunbar Terrace
made clear that their street couldn’t
take the additional traffic.

The street is only 22 feet wide
and is already being used as a short
cut to Route 28..

Sandra Buckley, 4 Dunbar
Terrace said the street isn't ready to
take 140 trips a day into the center.

“From two to six o'clock, when
both the high school and Woodbury
students are released from school,
you can't even get out onto Main
St.,” she said.

Also, she added, parents...park
on Dunbar Terrace to ‘wait to* pick
up their kids from Woodbury after
school because it's the nearest
street to Woodbury.

Neighbors are even more con-
cerned about winter conditions
when the snowbanks narrow the
street even more. ‘

Although a traffic study con-
ducted by Police Chief Stephen

Mac Kinnon reported that there
were only four accidents in three
years at the intersection, Buckley

- said she had seen many accidents

there.
“Under $1,000 of damage, they

don't have to be reported,” she

added.

Mac Kinnon's letter also sug-
gested that no parking and no
standing signs be placed on Dunbar
Terrace, Buckley said she has four
cars in her household and some-
times one of those cars is parked
on the street in front of her house.

Norma Simon, 8 Dugbar
Terrace said she felt that since traf-
fic from every building on Main St.
comes in and out of Main St., this
building should not be different,

While Mac Kinnon was not pre-
sent at the public hearing, he sent a
letter indicating that the entrance
and exit on Main St. was “not fea-
sible.” Also, an offer by Create and
Discover owner, Carrie Tate, to
“stagger the incoming traffic in 15
minute intervals” seemed- to- Mac

Kinnon to require “military preci-

sion.”

Tate said that there is a full-time .

director to monitor the parking lot
during the drop-off and pick-up
times.

Also, she said she had made an

arrangement for four extra parking
spaces at the adjacent offices of Dr.
Stanley Gorgol to be used by her
staff which would free up spaces for
parents in the kindergarten’s park-
ing lot.

Planning Board members were
still concerned about traffic and
were hesitant to approve the pro-
ject until they could get a “live” -
Chief Mac Kinnon at a meeting so
they could ask questions.

Planning Board member Maria
Hamilton said she was concerned
about the “regimented” drop off
and pick up times. .

- “Parents take time for socializ-
ing,” she said. ‘

“How can this enforcement be
achieved?” she added.

A suggestion that a special traf-
fic officer be present at peak traffic -
times was something that Tate said
they could probably not afford.

Chairman James Keller said he
would like to see traffic consultant
Steve Pernaw conduct another traf-
fic study and member Robert Ellis
concurred. S '

The Board voted unanimously to
table the discussion until the
Board’s next meeting on Thursday,
September 14. '

Hamilton noted, “They can
come back in two weeks. I don't
know what the rush is.

RE——
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In order to be Certified, appli-

Professiona} Conduct.

- Moldoff joins 13,000 profes-
siona] planriers who hold AICP cor.
tification nationwide.
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Page 4 - THE SALEM OBSERVER - August 31,2000

‘Editorials

The Sound and
the Fury

On Monday, August 28 selectmen held a work session
on the proposed Senior Center.

Three hours of intense discussion did nothing to move

_ the project forward. In fact, it seemed to move the two
~ factions further apart.

Currently, there are two sites in the running for the

- location of the proposed center: The so-called “Concept
- 3" site behind Salemhaven and the Abenaki Park site at
~ the corner of Geremonty Drive and Veterans Memorial
 Parkway.

Each site has its proponents and opponents, and no
one is willing to budge frém their position.

Russell Ingram who has pledged $500,000 for the
project has threatened to withdraw the money if the
Abenaki site is not chosen.

Selectmen maintain that Concept 3 is the “preferred”
site. ‘

The odd thing is that the project cannot be built on
either site with the funds now available, and the project
will have to go before voters again at the March 2001
Town Meeting for more funding in either case.

The selectmen tabled the Monday evening discussion
until a meeting sometime in September.

At that time, we’ll all jump back on the merry-go-
round and no doubt still be steeped in disagreement.

More discussion at this point is moot, since we’re at a
standoff without enough money to complete the project
at either site.

If Ingram withdraws his pledge, there is no way the
Senior Center will be built without the voters picking up
the entire burden.

Until there is site that all parties can agree upon that
falls within the $1.1 million budget, further discussion
would be “full of sound and fury, signifying nothing.”
(Wm. Shakespeare - Macbeth, Act V. Scene V)
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Center: Salem finds a home after much debate

Continued from Page 1 :

before the board.

“I think| it’s imperative you listen
to them,” an emotional Mrs.
McBride gaid of the senior citizens
in the room, the majority of whom
backed the Abenaki Park location.
ange your mind, fine. If I
don't, I respect you,” she continued,
addressing her husband. “Reconsid-

is wife’s appearance, Mr.
McBride acknowledged that he was
“wavering in my support for the
other location.”

Minutes| later, he abstained on a
motion he had made at an earlier
meeting designating the site near
SalemHaven as the location of the
Senior Center, sending the motion
down to defeat, 2-2. Selectmen
Richard R, Gregory and Thomas D.
Eden suppprted the motion; Phillip
A. Smith and Ronald J. Belanger
opposed it,

The bodrd then called a five-
minute recess, after which it
returned and voted unanimously in
support of the Abenaki Park site.

Mr. McBride later said he had
second thoughts about his support
for the site pear SalemHaven earlier
in the meeting, as a parade of senior
citizens and other residents spoke in
support of|the Abenaki Park site.

But he conceded that his wife’s
appearance “kind of put me over the
top.” °

“This was probably the toughest
decision I've had to make,” Mr.
McBride said.

When asked whether she had
addressed the board before, Mrs.
McBride responded, “Did it look like
it?”

Mrs. McBride’s last-minute lobby-
ing wasn’t the only factor putting
pressure on selectmen. Several ear-
lier speakers suggested that board
members could pay a political price
if the site pear SalemHaven was
chosen and Mr. Ingram’s contribu-
tion lost. :

“I hope and I pray that you will
change your mind,” said Stephanie
K. Micklon. “These people know
what they want. You asked them;
they told you.” ‘

James Nicosia, a member of the
Senior Center Advisory Committee,
presented selectmen with a “protest
statemnent” signed by about 500 town
residents in support of the Abenaki
Park site.

“We are giving you the opportuni-
ty to redeem yourselves,” said Mr.

Nicosia, speaking to Selectmen
Eden, Gregory and McBride. “The
ball is in your court.”

The selectmen who changed their
votes appeared to accept the out-
come and expressed eagerness to
get on with the process of building
the center.

“It’s not what I would have pre-
ferred, but now that it's been voted
on, it’s what’s going to happen,” said

‘Mr. Eden.

Despite the jubilant reaction to
the board’s decision, serious work
remains for planners of the center.

F

The biggest sticking point: finding
enough money to build the facility. _
Preliminary cost estimates for the
Abenaki Park site put the center

-over its projected $1.1S million bud-

get, $650,000 of which was approved.
by Town Meeting last March. -
Mr. Ingram acknowledged that
next year’s Town Meeting could be:
asked to allocate additional money to-
complete the project. But thoughts.
of the future could do little to darmp-.
en his mood.
“I'm exuberant,” he said. o

|

Abenaki Park

?/r2 /06

W Salem Senior Center

gets the nod

esign of the center was a

approved.
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oreen McBride, the wife of Select-
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support of an alternate site near
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SALEM 9 [{5/00

Board likes
housing plan

¢ Development of the complex could
reduce the cost of building the town’s new
Senior Center. ' :

By Tony Dutzik
Eagle-Tribune Writer

SALEM — Backers of a proposed 140-unit senior citi-
Zen apartment complex received a favorable reception -
from the Planning Board last night as they presented
their plans to develop the area behind Town Hall.

The project, which is being proposed by Commons
Development, went before the board for a conceptual

ion. . ' :

Steven W. Lewis of SLI Consulting outlined the devel-
opers’ plans for the complex, which would be accessed
via a new road leading from Veterans Memorial Park-
way past the site of the town’s proposed Senior Center.

Senior Center planners had hoped development of the
new apartment complex could reduce the costs of build-
ing on the Abenaki Park site, which was chosen by
selectmen Monday to house the Center. Preliminary esti-
mates indicate the Senior Center cannot be built at that
site within its current $1.15 million budget.

Mr. Lewis said the developers would work with the
town on ways to split costs between the two projects.

“There is a lot of sharing we can do because (the

-Senior Center) is now a reality,” Mr. Lewis said.

Under the plans outlined by Mr. Lewis, the road from
Veterans Memorial Parkway would continue through
the apartment complex, providing future access to town-
owned property behind SalemHaven Nursing Home.

In addition, a gated driveway would connect with the
parking lot behind Town Hall, giving emergency vehi-
cles access to the apartment complex while providing
residents with pedestrian access to Town Hall and Kel-
ley Library.

The 140 units would be split among three buildings,
with just over a third of the units being one-bedroom
apartments and the others two-bedroom, Residency in
the complex would be open to seniors S5 years and

Please see SENIORS, Page 2
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¢ Space is so tight at the police station that detectives
sometimes have to go outside to find space to talk.

By Tony Dutzik town’s new Senior Center in
Eagle-Tribune Writer Abenaki Park, selectmen last Mon-
day virtually assured that seniors
SALEM — The first shovel won't will soon have a spacious, gleam-
go into the ground until at least ing, 10,000-foot-center to call their
next spring. oW
But by averting a nasty palitical :
battle and voting to build the Please see CRUNCH, Page 2

Continued from Page 1

Spacious, however, is not a word
that can be used to deseribe condi-
tions just a short way down Veterans
Memorial Parkway at the Salem
Police Department.

There, 75 full-time and 25 part-
timne employees are crammed into a
building smaller than the proposed
senior center.

Meanwhile, on the other side of
Route 28, a high number of ambu-
lance and fire calls s driving the
Salem Fire Department to look for
better ways to serve the area.

On the surface, recreation for
seniors, the police station space
crunch, and fire protection needs
might appear to be unrelated.

But when selectmen unanimously
voted to build the Senior Center in
Abenaki Park, they took away one of
the prime sites town officials had
been considering for a new public
safety complex.

Fire and police officials had hoped
the complex, which has been under
discussion for nearly a decade,
would provide police with the space
they need to conduct their opera-
tions while freeing resources to
expand fire and ambulance service
in the western portion of town,

But now that the project is without
a potential home, town officials are
Iooking for other ways to address the
town's public safety needs.

Nowhere are those needs more
acute than at the Salem police sta-
tion, where a chronic Space shortage
has forced police officers to take

unusual steps just to carry out their
daily work.

An interview room and even a Jjail
cell have been converted into stor-
age space for evidence. Eight detec-
tives share a comumon office, with no
area set aside to interview suspects
or victims of crime.

The problem has become so
severe, according to Police Chief
Stephen B. Mac Kinnon, that detec-
tives walk around the station looking
for open rooms in which to conduct
interviews and even hold some dis-
cussions outside.

Chief Mac Kinnon said the cur-
rent station is about 9,000 square
feet, or about 120 square feet per
full-time employee. Architectural
standards, he said, dictate that each
full-time police employee have g
minimum of 306 square feet, a fig-
ure that includes space for the
paperwork and evidence.

That would mean a new police sta-
tion of between 28,000 square feet
and 30,000 square feet, or three
times the size of the current station.

Space is not the problem at the
Salem Fire Department. The loca-
tion of that space is.

Fire Chief John R. Nadeau said
between 40 percent and 48 percent
of fire and emergency calls come
from west of Route 28. All three of
the department’s stations, however,
are in the eastern part of town.

“I think everybody in town can
understand the problems we have in
dealing with traffic in the Depot,”
said Chief Nadeau of the intersec-
tion of Route 28 and Main Street.

Chief Nadeau said that even
befomhistenureascbiefbeganin
1993, previous chiefs had locked to
place a fourth fire station on the
west side of town. Those requests,
he said, were repeatedly denied for
budgetary reasons.

The proposed public safety com-
plex was seen as a compromise
capable of selving both the police
and the fire safety issues,

The idea, according to Chief
Nadeau, was to consolidate the
town’s central and south fire stations
into the new complex, freeing
money that could be used to build a
new fire station west of Route 28.

‘The combined building would also
have allowed the police and fire
departments to share training facili-
ties and dispatching systems, as well
as other costs.

The Abenaki Park site, with its
tasy access to Veterans Memorial
Parkway, was seen as an ideal Ioca-
tion for the complex, with easy
access to Route 28 and the southern
part of town.

But the site, and the concept, were
not without critics,

Even those who opposed using the
Abenaki Park lot for the senior cen-
ter, such as Selectmen Chairman
Richard R. Gregory, acknowledged
the parcel was too small for the safe-
ty complex and that the town would
need to buy adjoining land in order
to make the project work.

Others, such as Selectran Ronald
J. Belanger, opposed the public safe-
ty complex idea outright, claiming
that building the complex would

J

prove too expensive and that resi-
dents in the southern part of town
would oppose a shutdown of the
town’s south fire station.

Mr. Belanger said he sees the
need for improved emergency ser-
vice on the west side.

“Those people have no pretec-
tion,” he said.

But he argued that building a
fourth fire station and rebuilding the
police station on its current site
would prove cheaper and more
effective than a combined public
safety complex. )

That could be exactly the plan
town leaders consider next. Town
Manager David W. Owen said that
the loss of the Abenaki Park site to
the senior center dealt a serious
blow to the concept of a combined
police and fire facility.

“Idon’t know that I'd want to pro-
claim it officially dead,” Mr. Owen
said.

" As of now, he added, there are no
other potential sites for the complex.

Police Chief Mac Kinnon said he
would ask for money next year to
explore rebuilding the police station
on its current 2-acre site. Mean-
while, Fire Chief Nadeau said he had
proposed a “Plan B” for this year's
Capital Improvement Plan that
would include a fourth fire station
on the west side.

Whatever happens, Chief Mac
Kinnon hopes his department’s
space crunch is resolved soon.

“We'll support anything at all
right now to get us a new facility,”
he said.




!

i
t

i

elderly

¢ The town’s population
could reach 40,000 by the
year 2020, the report
suggests.

By Tony Dutzik
Eagle-Tribune Writer

SALEM — Bigger, older, and
more expensive.

That is what Salem will become
over the next decade should current
trends continye, according to a draft
report that will become part of the
town’s new Master Plan

The report’s findings will be pre-
sented to the Planning Board tonight
as it has its first public meeting on
the Master Plan, which is intended
to guide future land use and devel-
opment.

Using 1997 projections from the
New Hampshire Office of State
Planning, the report found that
Salem’s population, currently esti-
mated at 28,500, will reach 32,990 by
the year 2010 and could top 40,000
by 2020.

The increase in bopulation will
put an added strain on the town’s
housing supply. New residential
development will swallow up an
additional 1,830 acres in the next
decade, the report projects.

Senior citizeng will make up a
larger segment of the population
than ever before if current trends
hold. From 197¢ to 2000, residents
55 years and older grew from 12
percent to 20 percent of the popula-
tion, while elderly residents, those
65 years and older, grew from § per-
cent of the population to 12 percent.

“The aging of the population will
begin to have g larger influence on
the demand for services in the
town,” wrote the author of the
report, consultant Bruce Mayberry.

Housing, already a problem for
the elderly and people in low-
income households, could become
an even bigger issue in the years
ahead, the report indicated. .

The median price for an existing

€6 The aging population
will begin to have a
influence on the
for services in
. the town. 3
Consultant Bruce Mayberry

single-family home wag $156,000 in
1999, an increase of about 25 per-
cent over the last four years.

New homes were even more
expensive, selling for an average of
$262,000.

Renters are taking a hit in the
pocketbook as well, Median rent for
a two-bedroom apartment in the
Salem area was $800 in 1999, up
more than a third since 1994,

Part of the reason for the jump in
rentai prices could be a decline in
the production of multi-family units
and mobile homes gver the past twg
decades,

During the 1970s, 864 units of
multi-family housing and a similar
number of mobile home units wepe
built in town. In the 1990s, however,
only 216 multi-family units and 256
mobile homes were built, compared
to 918 single-family homes,

To address the issue, the report
Suggested the town consider addi-
tional steps to promote construction
of multi-family housing, particularly
for low-income and senior citizen
renters,

The report will form part of the
basis for the Master Plan, which wilj
also address recreation, transports-
tion, economic development, conser-
vation, public utilities and commu-
nity facilities issues,

Planning Director Ross A. Mold-
off said tonight’s public meeting,
which will take place at 7 p.m. at
Town Hall, will be the first of five to-
discuss the Master Plan. ;

In addition, Mr. Moldoff said two
public forums would be held to solic-
it input on the plan.
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- new

by Carol Moore

SALEM - o Tuesday ewring,
the Planning Board held a free.
wheefing, brainstorming workshop
on Salem's new Master Plan_

The workshop is the first of five
planned 1o extend into Summer
2001. )

Ao, there will be g public
forums scheduled for residents tg
bring forward their ideas for plap.
ning Salem's futyre,

In preparation for the new

Master Plan, a Salem Communtty

€ result was the Salem

econoritic vitality, natural e

Sources, and citizen participation,
The scope of the Report seems

verwhelming, byt many of the

November,
Other issues will be discussed at
the subsequent workshops, and the
owerall fubgre of Salem wi be
addressed dt the g public fonume
which will be held on Saturdays for
the Convenience of Salem ress.
dents. ' :

ideas on goals apd Objectives i
Population ang housing. las
of Woodward P?::zng

Itwemﬁheréwasapeak&v&

.. . ‘

Master p1,

obpment period iy the 19605 and
1970s, and in spite of the percep-
tion, the growth rate hag actually
slowed

Plaﬁning Board Chairman
James Keller noted that the reason
for this perception is that during

Board membey Maria Hamiltop,
added that the population estimates
don'’t give

tion is not “evently dispersed, "
This Particularly shows up in the
elementary school

Anothér Issue Is that oyr popula-

—,—%——%%Waw

- Public input wi]] help form

n for Salem

tion is aging, and they, Is——and wijf
continue to e nheed for afford.
able elderly housing, Currently, the
elderty fepresents 12 Percent of the
Population; 2005 it i estimatad
that the elderly wij Comprise 2
percent of the Popilation,

- Former president of the Salem
Housing Authority gy Downing

ments of the Population .

“There is 5 real need for public
Housing,* pe sald. He citeq the
affordable housing ordinance that
allowed affordable slng!e~famlly
housing op Gile Road and the
affordabje apartment yngg on
Pleasant ¢

Planning Director Ress Moldoff
said that ordinance s still on the

and we shoyd “re-invigo-

rate” that

Moldoff added that , Master ;
Plan shoylg be flexible, “Tower
antennas weren 't even thought of
in1992 -
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Cisco: New Hampshire has appeal

Continued from Page 1

ing partners and strengthen its ties
with the academic world.

Cisco already is working with
technical schools and colleges to
train young peo-
| ple for the com-

| pany’s work.

“This is a great
opportunity for
Cisco, and the
state of New
Hampshire,”

gridge, Cisco’s
chairman of the
board, who start-
ed his technology
career 40 years
ago with the company that would
become Honeywell,

“I hope New Hampshire takes the
opportunity in this strong economy
to invest in its education system.
There’s no reason why this state
should not have a premier engineer-
ing school.” ’

Already, Cisco operates Network
Acedemies in 25 New Hampshire
schools. The academies help pre-
pare students for the demands of the
technology economy and create a
qualified talent pool.

New Hampshire Gov. Jean Sha-
heen welcomed Cisco to the plant
that once housed the Digital Equip-
ment Company.

“We’re happy to see them put
down roots here in New Hampshire,
and we're here to help make sure
they grow those roots in any way
possible,” Gov. Shaheen said.

Until recently, New Hampshire
could claim the highest percentage
of population employed in technolo-
gy jobs.

“Colorado has eclipsed us, but
with Cisco, we intend to take that
back,” Gov. Shaheen said.

Part of New Hampshire's appeal
to Cisco was its trained work force.

The tight job market across New
England won’t be an obstacle, Mr.
Morgridge said.

“In our industry, one of the beau-
ties is that we live off the dying,” he
said, “There’s a lot of new growth, .

e

John
Morgridge

said John Mor- -

but there are also those in decline. In
the competitive world, they provide
fertilizer for the growing compa-
nies.”

Cisco’s job fair 10 days ago was
expected to draw about 1,000 appli-
cants. Instead, it drew 4,000 job
seekers.

Company officers credit Cisco’s
reputation. ’

“We will build optical products in
the way we built electronics systems
in the past,” said Carl Redfield,
senior vice president of worldwide
manufacturing.

Under the company’s “virtual
manufacturing” process, 90 percent

—

beer and 5 steel-drum bap
ed the entertz}inmeut when Ciscg

ing Center i Salem, Cisco Systems

of customer orders from Cisco are
filled by companies that have con-
tracts with Cisce to assemble its
components. Farming out the
assembly and manufacturing work
leaves Cisco’s employees free to
build on existing technology and
launch improved products.

Customers are hungry for
improved products, said Carl Russo,
Cisco’s vice president of Optical Net-
working Products.

Fiber-optic technology has the
capacity to handle three terabytes of
information at once.

“That’s comparable to going from
a three-lane road to 300 lanes, with

d provid-

Systems of Califormis ; use fiber-opt;
plant in Salem yestorday, - > "% tion, establish magy g
AL its New England Manufactur.

onramps that are five lanes wide
themselves,” Mr. Russo said. Its a
systern capable of handling the data
equivalent of 250 million simultane-
ous telephone calls.

Cisco controls about 75 percent of
the market that links networks and
the Internet, including routers and
switches. It has bought more than
450 companies since 1993 and has
another $10 billion set aside for pur-
chases in the future.

The company’s stock, whase value
has fluctuated from a low of about
$3383haretoahighof$8235hare
in the last year, closed yesterday ai
56.

Cisco cheers
; 1% /g .
Salem opening

* Cisco Systems throwsa  win develop fiber-gptic technology

hous&wanningpany for its tgt?reettexploding demands for |

net service. i

600,%5quare-foot New closed on the ;;zze:}? lc;lclgzg [ﬁlyy ‘
Hampshire manufactun; g 20 10 days ago shippeq ity for
plant. urin products to customers. Only a frac.
It.xyon olt)’ x?e 674,(;]00-square~foot facto-

= eno! b
gzyg;:;ﬂy Manchen‘ ton ) fields — i3 mufse nqgk‘?ohtulslivzi? foothall
tibune Business Ediror Over the pext three years, howey. )

S st y Iobeters, o8 er, the Cahfomia-based high-tech

Please see CISCO, Page 4
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Senior Advisory Commmittes
still part of building process

-.by Carol Moore e

SALEM - Efforts to move for-
ward with the proposed Senior
Center at Abnakt Park continued at
the Selectmen's Monday, October
2 meeting. B

Initially, there was a notion that
the Senior Center Advisory
Committee's work was done when
the site was selected. :

But, through a debate and sub-
sequent motions, it was decided

that the Advisory Committee still -

has important work to do-

Russell Ingram, Chairman of the
Senior Center Advisory Committee
and benefactor for the project,
wrote a letter to selectmen 'on
September 14 indicating that he

M

sion was under the jrisdiction of
the Board of Selectmen, not Owen.

“To shut the door on our face is
not right. I'll get 500 people down
here to protest. Your face will be as
red as your shirt,” Tilton said.

Selectman. Philip Smith cooled
the situation by saying, “{with]
more minds working on [the build-
ing] we'll come out with the best .
product.”

- Selectman Ronald Belanger
agreed that the Board would have a
better idea of what the seniors are
looking for if they had input.

There was a concern that the
Advisory Committee would then be
in a position to veto anything they
did not want, but Belanger said,
“Let them come up with sugges-
tions; they wouldn't have veto
power over anything.”

Eden softened his stance sug-
gesting that the Committee could
be updated every two months with
status reports and be able to see
preliminary designs for review, but
he was "not interested in dealing
“with 500 people standing at the
podium.”

Ultimately, the Advisory Com-
mittee and the Board of Selectmen
came to a compromise agreement
that the Board would “Meet with
the Chairman or a designee of the
Senior Center Advisory Committee
to present [plans] for review, com-
ments and revision if necessary. A
minimum of four meetings will be

. scheduled for this process.”

Thus, the Advisory Committee is
still intact and may still hold meet-
ings, but only one member will

| SOV SRRV IS T & IR |

felt it was still appropriate for a
smaller group of Advisory
Committee members to be involved
in reviewing the design proposals
and final plans.

In addition, he suggested that
the original “design,/build concept”
should be revised to s€parate
design and construction services.

Selectmen agreed and voted to
revise the Request for Proposal
documents. o

The issue of the Advisory
Committee having input into the
design of the building led some ,
selectmen to be a little cautious.

Selectman Thomas Eden ex-
pressed concerns that the building
would be designed by a “commit-
tee” and he was very uncomfort-
able with that '
“That's not the way it's done;

| not by committee, but by people
. who know what the hell they're

doing,” Eden said.

Advisory Committee member
David Tilton took Town Manager
David Owen to task for eliminating
the Committee’s right to review
and comment on the plans from
the Request for Proposal docu-
ments,

“How can you as an individual
remove us from this process?” he
asked. '

Owen said he had deleted fthe
Committee] because he felt it was
clear that the Committee was to ;

_ advise the Board only on siting.

Tilton responded that the deci-
B See SENIORS Page 5
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maybe we ought to look at it close-
ly,” said board member Richard R.
Gregory, who suggested the board
: taketmtheissueasalongerterm

Mr. Moldoft acknowledged that it
might not be possible to complete
such a review in time to propose
changes to the sign ordinance by
next year's Town Meeting, but he
added that the issue could come up
for discussion in the formulation of
the town's new master plan.

The board also discussed several
other possible changes to the zoning
laws, including revising the number
of parking spaces required of
restaurants and child care centers
and rev:ewmg the regulations gov-
erning major home occupations.

Any proposed changes to the zon-
ing ordinance need to be submitted
by the Planning Board by Decem-
ber. Public hearings would follow
and voters would have the final say
at the ballot box in March,

In other business, plans for a 140-
unit senior citizen apartment com-
plex behind Town Hall crossed an
important first hurdle as the board

" approved the project’s inclusion

under & special zoning provision
designed to encourage. senior hous-
ing

’I& plan, proposed by Commons

‘Devebpmennsﬁnmuapassamn

review by the Board.
Mr. Moldoff said the special zon-
ing provision enables developers to

build housing at a higher density .

than- they would otherwise be
allowed under zoning laws.
Commons Development has pro-
posed rental of the apart-
ments to those 55 and older. Access
for the complex would come from a

road running from Veterans Memo- -

rial Parkway past the site of the
town's proposed new Senior Center.

" In two other matters, the board
alsogavethego—aheadforthecou—
struction of a new shed, greenhouses
and growing area at Lake Street
Garden Center at 37 Lake St. and
approved a new ride called “Flying

Angels” to be installed at Canoble -

Lake Park.

. Tony Dutzik covers Salem for The
Eagle-Tribune. He can be reached at
(978) 946-2263, by mail at Box 100,
Lawrence, MA 01842, or by e-mail at
tdutzik@eagletribune.com.

eyed to ciean
road clu‘f er’

0 Parking reguiauons and’
guidelines for home
businesses could also come
up for review.

By Toiry Dutzﬂ(
Eagle-Tribmzz Writer

. SALEM — The Planning Board
cotlld take a fresh look st restrictions
of cornmercial gigns along cluttered
Route 28, members indicated at a
work session on possxble zoning
amen t.

The subject has been a touchy ope
in recent years, with town officials
seeking ways to rein in the number
and size of signs slong the cluttered
tighway, to the displeasure of some
business owners. .

Plarining Director Ross A. Mold-
off told the board there were per-
haps a dozen revisions to the town’s
sign ordinance that he would pro-
pose, But he suggested that the
board focus on limiting the size of
new free-standing sigus in the zon-
ing district that includes Route 28.

Pointing out that the proposal

wotﬁd uuty cover newa ex-ected

situation in whic alder signs grand-
fath d_under the current ordi-
nancé would overwhelm the newer,

smaller signs,

" “T understand the concerns ofthe
peoplewhoareu'yingtoputup their
signs,” Mr. Eli§ said. “It does put
them at some kind of disadvantage.”
That eohcern profiipted member |
Gene Bryant to suggest setting a

‘tife limit after which-oldér, noncon-

forming mgns wuuld have to come
down. -

“Doynugettokeepa sign for 50
years no manerbowugly it xs”’ he
asked.

"Mr. Motdoff msponded thatsucha
policy wotlld not be allowed under
state law. Still; members of the
poard appeared interested in pursu-
ing the matter further and suggested
that minor amendments to the ordi-
nance might not be enough to
address the problem.
~ “If we're going to target Route 28,

Please see SIGNS, Page 14

'
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ing
by Carol Moore ‘

SALEM - So far, the Planning
Board seems pleased with the con-
ceptual plan for “The Commons,”
a 140 unit senior housing facility
planned for the area behind Town

Hall and next to where the Senior
Center will be built.

Steven Lewis of SLI Consulting
appeared before the Planning
‘Board for the second time on
Tuesday, October 10 to advise
them of the preliminary design for
the project.

The proposed project is situated
in the “Elderly Overlay District,”
and as-such, must achieve certain
criteria with regards to use, design,
setbacks and landscaping.

Lewis went through a checklist
of 25 items with the Board, and
received positive comments from

- -

“The Commons”
forward

its members. ;

Board member Richard Gregory
said The Commons is “the right
project for the right spot.”

Planning Director Ross Moldoff
said, “This is the site we all had in
mind for Elderly Overlay District.
It's a great site for this type of pro-
ject.” ‘

In effect, should the project be’
approved, there is a distinct possi-
bility that there will be a “linkage”

“from Veterans Memorial Parkway,

through the Senior Center, behind
the Courthouse and Town Hall
clear through to Salemhaven which
will include walking paths. -

The  Board unanimously
approved a motion that the project

B See COMMONS Pages

—

"uunllllllnlllunlunlunu"nnlll"“nln"llnnllllFrom Page 2

meets the criteria of the Elderly
~ Overlay District.

The next step will be for the

. Planning Board to grant three
- waivers, which is its right in the
Elderly Overlay District.

The waivers the developer s
seeking are for the 50 percent
open space, which the developer
feels Is met by the inclusion of a
courtyard; the setback requirement
of 50 ft., where the project has

3

only 25 ft. byt doesn't include a
right of way dedicated to the town: -
and the issue of subdividing the 14
acre parcel owned by the Wieszeck
Family, leaving the existing build-
ings short of the sethack require-
ments,

Still to come is a traffic study to
deal with opening a new road on
Veterans Memorial Parkway for

The Commons and the Senior
Center.



Editorials

The natives are restless

In the past decade, we have seen a growing trend of
Salem residents to “just say no” or “just say whoal!”

It began with the Rosen Development on Route 28
which is now the site of Best Buy and other stores.

The abutters to the mini-mall rose up with a terrible
fury claiming that the development would impact their
neighborhood adversely. The Planning Board agreed, .
but its decision was overturned in a court appeal.

The Old Rockingham Road neighborhood fought a
years-long battle against Wal-Mart. While they got some
concessions, Wal-Mart is there to stay and is, in fact,
expanding.

Then came the proposed Senior Center. It turned into
a veritable tennis match between the Senior Center
Advisory Committee and the Board of Selectmen. The
tussle about where the Center would be erected came
right down to the wire, but the Senior Advisory
Committee won. ‘

Fast on the heels of that debate was the tug and pull
between the Salem Youth Baseball League and the resi-
dents abutting Michele Memorial Park. That had to do
with lights, a public address system and, still to be decid-
ed, a sound barrier.

Dunbar Terrace residents are still awaiting the final
verdict from the Planning Board about a pre-
school/kindergarten that is planned for the corner of
Dunbar and Main St. They cite traffic and parking con-
cerns that they feel would disrupt their neighborhood.

The latest is the issue of North Policy St. residents
resisting a plan to place wooden guardrails along 2500
feet of Canobie Lake shoreline on that street. Not only
do some of these residents have deeded access to the
lake, but in all cases, the shoreline is virtually their “front
yard.

The natives are restless.

In a small-town way, the people are trying to “take
back their streets” and are giving new meaning to “not
in my back yard”—and “not in my front yard, either.”

Sometimes the natives win; sometimes they lose, but
the New Hampshire motto “Live Free or Die” is alive
and well in Salem. ‘
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Pproposals to spare tax r ate
S proposed articles for improvements

to the finance area of Town Hall, a
new wheeled excavator and front-

"“Town Manager David W, Owen

e RS il £ st S o
SALEM.-'ScrambH?g for ways E‘Eed:gm separate warrant articles Department, ﬁtﬁflﬁm Depart-
ffset stecp increases in egxelrgyecﬁn prevent an increase in the town’s safety systems o .
health insurailcﬁ costs, se T A . . ’ ) ‘ ment. ‘J ‘
ectmen took up the challenge
t articles for-next year'’s Town  last night, nixing about $430,000 in Please see TAX, Page 12
Tar S e ! ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ .
.

7 o a

Selectmen narrowly voted not to
cut $50,000 for 4 proposed study of

over the future of video gambling,
If videg gambling is legalized, Mr.
Moldoff said, “There are going to be
all sorts of changes. Are we pre-
pared to deal with that?”
Selectman Everett P. McBride
said the study would be needed even
ifgambling laws remain the same,
FIf new gambling doesn’t come,
Rockingham Park won't be there in

course of the gite, ‘
Selectmen Phillip A, Smith and
Ronald J, Belanger O0pposed the
study, with Mr. Belanger saying he
believed i ture

electmen held off op votes on g
Proposed $335,000 tanker for the
Fire partiment and equipment for
the Public Works Department.

the next two weeks, casting fina]
votes before the end of the month,

*
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Saturday, October 21, 2000
Fight over lake frontage may end up in
court

By Tony Dutzik
Eagle-Tribune Writer

SALEM, N.H. -- It is the type of situation that comes before
zoning boards all the time:

A property owner appeals to be allowed to build on his land,
and nearby residents show up at the meetings to praise or
criticize those plans.

What is unusual about the conflict over a piece of lakefront
property in North Salem is the background of the combatants,

The would-be developer, James Holland Jr., is himself a
member of the Zoning Board. And one of the neighbors
opposing him, Edward S. Suffern, just happens to be one of
two men removed from the board earlier this year in a
controversial shake-up that saw Mr. Holland appointed as a
full-time member.

So far, Mr. Holland's appointment to the board hasn't helped
his case. But despite a series of defeats, he is not giving up on
his plans to build a single-family house on the property --
setting up the unusual scenario of a town official suing the
town over a decision made by the board on which he sits.

"I figured once I got on (the Zoning Board) maybe I would
understand the process and not be so bitter," said Mr. Holland,
who also serves on the town's Conservation Commission and
is a candidate for state representative. "I still can't fathom why
it's going the way it's going."

The dispute stretches back to 1998, before Mr. Holland was
appointed as an alternate to the Zoning Board. Mr. Holland
requested a building permit for a house on the five-acre lot at
320A N. Main St. that he bought from his father-in-law for a
nominal sum in 1996.

With about 700 feet of frontage on Arlington Lake, the lot
would make an ideal -- and potentially lucrative -- spot for

http://www.eagletribune.com/news/stories/20001021/N H_001.htm 10/23/2000
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would make an ideal -- and potentially lucrative -- spot for
residential development.

There is only one problem, t

frontage, bringing into play a state law that bars the
development of properties without frontage except in very
limited circumstances.

To get to the property, one has to use a driveway on a 10-foot
right-of-way across Mr. Suffern's property.

Mr. Holland claims that the town's Planning Board granted a
50-foot right-of-way across the property when it approved a
subdivision of the land in 1976. But the right-of-way was
never recorded on the deeds for the two lots.

The prospect of effectively ceding a chunk of his land is not
one that pleases Mr. Suffern, who served on the Zoning Board
for nine years before selectmen declined to reappoint him in
April.

"I'm very concerned about the fact that he's trying to claim
land," said Mr. Suffern. "I'm going to be losing property."

To Mr. Suffern, the legal issues in the case are clear. The state
law, he said, clearly indicates that development is not
permitted without street frontage.

"He's got 10 feet. That's not adequate for today's standard. The
thing was created in 1920 when they were using horses and
wagons," Mr. Suffern said.

Mr. Suffern isn't the only neighbor concerned about Mr.
Holland's plans for the property.

"When we purchased the house in 1986, we were led to
believe the property could not be developed in its current
state," said Michael Green, of 314 Main Street, at a Sept. 5
Zoning Board meeting. "If you grant this, you are going to be
making a precedent."”

The legal tangle over the property is Just one element of the
case. Personalities have also played a role.

Mr. Holland said he suspected the Zoning Board's early
negative reaction to his plan was based in the personal
friendships between Mr. Suffern and then-board chairman
Edward Huminick, who still sits on the board, and then-
member John Doyle.

"It was a very tight clique that they had going," Mr. Holland

http://www.eagletribune.com/news/stories/2000102 I/NH_001.htm 10/23/2000
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"It was a very tight clique that they had going," Mr. Holland
said. "I just happened to be on the other side of the issue.”

But things haven't gotten much better for Mr. Holland since
Mr. Doyle and Mr. Suffern were removed from the Zoning
Board in April in a controversial shake-up by selectmen. That
decision eventually led to an Attorney General's investigation
when two selectmen claimed they had been threatened by
members of the town's Budget Committee who objected to the
changes. No charges were filed in the case.

In September, Mr. Holland's latest appeal was rejected
unanimously by the board. A request for a rehearing earlier
this month was defeated 4-1, but not until after the board's
chairman, Joseph Scionti, stated his displeasure with what he
saw as a lack of dignity and respect being shown to Mr.
Holland in a previous meeting, according to draft minutes.

Mr. Holland said the dispute was part of the reason he pursued
a slot on the board in the first place. But he said he has taken
pains to distance himself personally from the board's
deliberations on the issue, acknowledging that the
circumstances are awkward, both for himself and his fellow
board members.

"It's tough, it's tough for all of them," said Mr. Holland.

" Copyright© 2000 Eagle-Tribune Publishing A1l Rights Resorved. Contacr
Online editor
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the influx of cars going to and from
the school.

‘Speaking on behalf of Norma L.
Simon, Dunbar Terrace resident
Herpit Erban said Ms. Simon wor-
ries|that rescue crews will not be
able to reach her house if cars are
parked on both sides of the narrow
street. Ms. Simon has a bad heart
and has been hospitalized several
times in the past year.

Sandra Buckley lives across the
| street from the proposed center and
said she witnessed ambulances
dodging cars to make it to Ms.
Simon’s house last week. She said
the lack of parking on-site would
force people to park where it isn’t
safe for them or for residents.

“When it comes to children, I
don’t think you want anything less
than

cares often congregate and talk to
one another as they drop off and
pick up their children, which will
only add to the traffic and parking
crunch. .

David R. Jordan, senior project
manager for TFM, the firm design-
ing the new building, said 15 percent
of Ms. Tate’s current clientele have
two or more children attending the
center, which cuts down on traffic.

Ms. Tate has proposed teaching 55
kids for the first six months the cen-
ter is open. She said she’s confident
there won’t be any problems with
parking and traffic along Main
Street and Dunbar Terrace and
would increase her student body to
70 when those six months are up.
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fect,” Ms. Buckley said. o Her original proposal was to start
- She added that parents at day  with 70 students.

She also said big events could be
held off-site to accommodate more
people. Except for graduation exer-
cises, she said she hasn’t had to hold
any activities in other venues.

Planning Board member Maria
Hamilton said she’s uncomfortable

with the small parking lot and the

idea that parents and students may
have to cross Main Street to get to

- the Create and Discover facility.

“With reduction, 1 support the
plan,” she said. “Without it, I can’t.”
- Mr. Erban’s property is next door
_to the proposed center. He said he
worries that in the winter snow will
be piled along his property lines.
When it melts in the spring, it will
add to the flooding he already has in
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his basement. .

He argued that in the plan, Ms.
Tate moved proposed shrubbery
and trees after he said they were too
close fo his property. Instead, Ms.
Tate moved an eight-foot high fence
next to his property and placed the
foliage on the other side. The fence,
Mr. Erban argues, is an eyesore and
could only add to the water in his
basement.
~ “If snow is pushed against the
fence and we have a major thaw this
spring, I'm going to have a real prob-
lem in my cellar,” Mr. Erban said.

Mr. Erban and Ms. Tate agreed
last night to take the fence down and
plant trees and bushes on the border
between the two properties.

perfect and this i$ less than per-
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CIP Advisory Committee

gives Rockin

gham Area

Study high priority s

by Carol Moore '

SALEM - By a narrow margin,
the Board of Selectmen has voted
to pass on to the Municipal Budget

ittee a $50,000 warrant arti-
cle for the preparation of a
Area Plan,

The scope mcludes Rockingham
Park Racetrack and s surrounding
area which includes South Broad-
way, Main St. So. Policy St.,
Pleasant St. and Rockingham Park
Biwd, ;

The warrant article describes
this area as “in transition”—a tran-
sttion which began in 1991 when
the Mall - Rockingham Park
opened.

The biggest determinant of what
this land might be used for s the
- possibility of video gaming being
approved for R am Park.

Whie it is known that video
gaming at the Park will incur a
direct cost for additional fire,
police, public works and general
government services, the article
explains that there are other
impacts on the Town's land use and
infrastructure that we are not pre-
pared for.and cannot adequately
forecast with in-house staff.

Planning Director Ross Moldoff
explained that the addition of video
gaming at the track is “Scenario
One.” ‘

“We're not prepared to handle
the changes that might occur with
the addition of video gaming. There
might be ‘spin-off’ development,”
he said.

He ctted a hotel or a convention

. TL:Q 'no!‘n *

center as two of the possibilities,
but he noted that the area is zoned
Commercial/Industrial and that
could mean more shopping malls.

With the racetrack having one
mile of frontage on Route 28, that
Is a possibility.

“Scenario Two,” according to
Moldoff, is that #f video gaming
does not come to the track, it may
result in a decision by Rockingham
Park’s owners to redevelop or sell
the property.

According to the wording on the
warrant article, "[this decision] may
not be compatible with the desire of

 the community’s long term vision.

The Town’s current land use regu-
lations do not adequately provide
for the magnitude of change in land
use that may occur with a signifi-

prepared for these massive
changes?” Moldoff said. :
Since Salem really began grow-
ing during the early ‘60s, the
notion of building a tax base has
changed radically. Moldoff ex-
plalnedthatﬂmebestuseofcom»
mercial land is probably office
space, since this use generates less

 traffic than shopping malls.

‘In the early ‘60s, we tried to
build the tax base without thinking
about impact,” he said,

As an example, he recalled the

experience with the Mall - Rock-
ingham Park in 1991,

“They knew there would be
impact on services and [the devel-
opers] offered to fund the salaries
of two additional police officers
‘forever.” The Planning Board did-

cant change of use at Rockingham

Park.”

“Is that what we want? Are we

—_ —

- el

alternative, the Mall gives - us
$69,000 every year which goes
into the Depot Trust Fund.”

Moldoff sald that money has
come in every year and has been
used to buy property for Depot
revamping. The Depot Trust Fund
now holds $600,000.

The study has been kicked
around for several years, but is now

. at the “top of the CIP list.”

According to Chairperson of the
CIP Advisory Committee, Phyllis
O’Grady, the Committee has given
this warrant article “a high priort-
ty.”

n't think that was right, so as an’

W See CIP

Page5

“We want to have a profession-
al, independent study, with no out-
side or inside influences, to tell us
what can go in there,” she said.

She added that Rockingham
Park Racetrack has been “a good
neighbor, and we don't want to lose
them, but we don’t want to be left
high and dry with no plan.”

“This is an important step for
Salem. We don’t want to approach
any development that might occur
there empty-handed. We could
have something beautiful there

[+ S VY & WP +
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Forewarned is
~ forearmed

We never seem to have the right kind of expert on the
payroll, : , :
We know some studies are unavoidable, because they
are state or federal mandates, i.e. wetlands impact, high-
way curb cuts, etc., but some studies make us just plain
For example, we see no need for some “expert” 1o tell
us about our traffic, Any poor fool who, for business or

. Our first reaction? “Not another study!” L

But upon reflection, we thought about all the mistakes
we have made in the past by reacting to a proposed pro-
ject instead of planning ahead for it. That's how Route
28 got to be the way it is.

The “just in case” scenario for the Rockingham Area
is two-fold. One: If the Racetrack gets video gambling;
Two: If the Racetrack doesn’t get video gambling. -

If they do, what will “spin-out” f{to use Planning
Director Ross Moldoff's phrase) from it? ‘

o ‘ ,
Right now, that area—which is substantial—is 2oned
Commercial/Industrial, That could mean more shop-
Yarg! Anything but more shopping malls.
A hotel, a convention center, a cultural hall, light
industry, office space—-anyﬁzing but more shopping
malls '

‘But, if we don’t do some planning , another happy lit-
tle group of purveyors of stuff we all “gotta have, right
away” could swoop down and gobble up that space in a
New York minute.

Akeyissueishldngalong-term look at the zoning
now, because you can’t change it after the fact.

If “an ounce of Prevention is worth a pound of cure,”
may we suggest using a “pound of prevention?”
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Economic strategy

group assists town

by Joan Hunt ;
SALEM . Selectmen recetved a

. short presentation Monday night

from the Rockingham Economic
Development Corporation. Funded
by a unique federal grant, the

was drawn more closely to
Salem with the closing of the
Compaq plant.

The group has been helping
workers who were laid off, retrain-
Ing some at a center which was
opened in the Holiday Inn.

REDC recently assessed its
goals, identifying its strengths and
weaknesses. Prior to the meeting,
they presented selectmen with 3
booklet which included their goals
for this area. .

Those included work force and
infrastructure development, target-
ed assistance, establishment of pub-
lic transportation, preservation of
the quality of life, re-development,
affordable housing, inter-municipal
cooperation and providing resource
information to local communities,

:

President Warren Henderson
introduced Salem resident Cheryl
Sylvester, who s the newest coor-
dinator for the town of Salem.
Sylvester, who has.a banking back-
ground, will be working on packag-

ing loans to help small businesses,



Hampshire’s

3 Congressional delegation
dl are concerned about the.
difficulty the new
president will face when
taking office because of
the closeness of the race.

By Jennifer D. jordan
Eagle-Tribune Writer

U.S. Sen. Bob Smith says the only fair way to
resolve the dispute over the presidential election in
Florida is to count every ballot by hand.

“What's really important is that the winner wins,

gm=mw DALIOT DY Nand

¢ Members of New

= emeemav g vasvan v

m for other reasons but won't
have to use.”

The School District broke
ground on the $4.4 million, 16-
room Kindergarten last month.
The kmdergarten is expected to
be completed in time for the
2001-2002 school year,

~ asmnare vaaan

.S. Sen.
Bob Smith

The land, which was formerly
an apple orchard, is located off
Pillsbury Road across from the
town common. It was donated
by Andrew C. Mack to the
school district this summer.

Mr. David, who informed the
School Board last month about
the DDT, said Mr. Mack was
using the pesticide legally and
should not be blamed.

DDT was used commercially
for more than 35 years against
mosquitoes and flies before it

, no matter who it is,” Sen. Smith, R-Tuftonboro, told was banned by the federal Envi-
sis of = The Eagle-Tribune yesterday. ronmental Protection Agency in
U.S. Sen. 1972 after it was discovered to
Page 2 ludd Gregg Please see SMITH, Page 2 have caused tumors in mice.
A . 4 The Planmng Board may % Ha:nélltoq Zilqt Pchgl'hs 0’ g}rady
’ : voted against it. Chairman James
;| not have the final say on €6 Were f‘" gomg to. Keller and Robert Ellis abstained.
other. | Whether a new day-care - appeal this and take it ﬁ?langing %mcmg Ross Ad Mold-
- . off said residents have 30 days to
f\r](z)ur; center can move in. L udge' 4 file an appeal. They must show, he
van- | Neighbors are upset and Sandra Buckley, who lives on added, that the petitioner has done
, something illegal.
-850 | plan to appeal. Dunbar Terrace, a street near " Mr. Keller seid he abstained from
. By Ma'?“ LeSage ! the proposed day-care center the vote because he didn’t think the
" 815 | oo e W . ; board had a legal right to prohibit
j"ﬂave ‘ g agis riter.. . bh ‘ th S SOy wﬂl “».. Mrs. Tate from opening the center,
. SALE b elieve the new center will cause but added that he didn't feel com.
;n L%ﬁ: . w1lfAfI';g1§ th eN;igng?;sg s;gatgl;y . parking problems and safety haz-  fortable with buﬂdmg a school at
$20 . | approval of a new day-care centerk' ards said they'll challenge the  thatlocation. =
ill Tive at the corner of Mam Street and board’s decision. Sandra Buckley of “The challenge and the boar. d'
. John | Dunbar Tetrace: , ~ Dunbar Terrace said she intends to duty is the balance of (complymg
$100 The board narrowly approved the file an appeal in Rockmgham Supe-  with) regulations and preserving
..... $25 | 70-student center last night by a mz‘r Court today. the general safety and character of
thers vote of 3-2 to allow Karen Tate to We're all gomg to” appeal this  the neighborhood,” he said:
Cham-’ .open a second Create and Discover and take it to a judge, Mrs. B“CK' Mrs. Tate has modified her pro-
‘son ‘preschool and kindergarten in a lesgmd Board b posal to limit the number of chil-
“residential neighborhood. She owns anning Board members dren at the center to 55 for the first
Joyce | another center a short distance Richard R. Gregory, Gene Bryant  six months the schoal is open. How-
d own Main Street, : and Keith Wolters voted in favor of :
P, - the project. Vice Chairman Maria
Page 2 Aftér the vote, nelgbbors whof R i e R . Please see DAY CARE Page.4 /
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has no legal right to control the num.-

unhappy

Continued from Page 1

: ever, the number wijl jump to 70

after that time. Some members of
"the board said they weren’t comfort-
able with the automatic increase in

students.

Mrs. O’Grady said the Planning
Board should review the center six

- months after it opens to determine if
“more students could safely be added

to the roster.
“I don’t think it’s fair,” she said of
the fact that the plan approved last
night automatically accounts for the
increase in students after six
months.
Mr. Keller explained the board

ber of students in the center.
Neighbors have resisted Mrs.
Tate’s plan to raze the house at 195
in St. and open a second Create
and Discover cepter from the begin-
ning. They say traffic and parking
problems along Dunbar Terrace
would worsen and that their narrow

 street won’t be able to accommodate

the influx of cars going to and from
the school.

Mr. Keller reminded the resj-
dents, though, that broponents for
Create and Discover have accommyo-
dated a number of the neighbors’
requests and that they should be
mindful of that,

“Everybody has property rights,”
Mr. Keller said. “AJi of you need to
keep in mind that your neighbor has
equal rights to present what they
consider fair and we as a board have

- to decide if it meets the regulationg
“of the town. I don’t think anybody

here wants to cause undo harm.”

Mr. Bryant sajd Create and Dis.
cover has worked with the board
and the neighbors and because of
their Cooperation, he supported their
proposal.

“I don’t think the abutters wil]
ever be happy,” he said. “The appli-
cant made changes they didn’t have
to make.”

Mrs. Tate was not at last night's
meeting, and could not be reached
for comment.

Day care: | Maine s¢
Neighbors

PORTLAND, Maine (AP) —w
the U.S. Senate split almost eve;
between Republicans angd Demc
rats, a small group of moderates t}
includes Maine’s two senators
poised to play a key role.

When legislative deals are ct
Republicans Olympia Snowe ar
Susan Collins are likely to find ther
selves at the center of the actio
according to political observers.

“In a nearly evenly divided Se
ate, every man a king, every woma
a queen,” said Larry Sabato, a poli-
ical scientist at the University of Vi
ginia. “Every single senator wil
have virtual veto power over ever:
single thing. If there is going to b

*30% OFF ALL ARTIFICIAL ¢
*60% OFF 70-50. FT. GIFT v
*607% OFF MFR. SUGG. RETA
*33% OFF ALL NOVELTY OR:
*20-PC. GLASS ORNAMENT S
*33% OFF CHRISTMAS STOC
*SWIVEL TREE STAND, 28.8¢
*40% OFF ALL CANDLES, ARC
*50% OFF ALL CHRISTMAS ¢
*50% OFF ALL HOLIDAY TAR.
*REG. 19.99 BATH & BODY GifFT
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’ $1.3 million, could still be used as a

Eggd articlesr umon contracts and
warrant articles.

Turse resignation
“not about money”’

by Carol Moore

SALEM - Charges were flying
back and forth at the Thursday,
November 9 Budget Committee
meeting about why Community
Development Director James Turse
has submitted his resignation,

Town Manager David Owen
claimed tt was the result of the
Committee’s vote to reduce Turse's
salary by $6,000.

Budget Committee member
Stephen Campbell said it was the
result of the Board of Selectmen
withdrawing the $67 million Lake
Areas Infrastructure Plan bond
Issue which Turse put a great deal
of work into.

Turse himself says it was neither,

It was, In fact, that an opportu-
nity presented ftself, and Turse
decided to take advantage of it.

According to Turse, when he
was In Hawali last August he and
his wife had dinner with a couple

they had known for many years

while the Turses were living there.
During the dinner, the friend’s
wife had just been hired on at Belt
Collins Hawaii,
Recently, the woman called

STE SYSTEMS NORTH

our trash and recyclables
he low cost of

P Ay

B et o B I I

Turse and told him someocne was
leaving that company and there
Was a position open that might suit
him,

He decided to take that position.

‘It came up with coincidental
timing,” Turse said.

“It's not about money; it's never
been about money,” but,
added, "[the salary cut] didn't help;
lt's a slap in the face.”

The scrapping of the Lake Areas
Infrastructure Plan wag disappoint-
Ing, but Turse said the charge was
unfair,

“There’s no one contributing
factor,” he explained.

Turse came here three years ago
from Hawaii because his children
had settled on the east coast, and
Hawait’s economy was terrible,

‘I have an opportunity to go
back to a community I understand,
that [ have deep roots in,” he said.

Turse will be in Salem until
Sometime in January to see the
Town through most of the budget
process,

“They'll be no loose ends when |
leave.”

Tommy Gates
2N 893.4356

e, 68 WIS 160ge and evenitually the Tost qf the

grodnd would settle and plpe
would\fracture over the pjdot point

of the Iadge.
,Geary\ean pinpont any areas
Rre there/are repeated
water main beaks/due to poor

Liberty St., theYOld Coach Area,
and the Dunbar fekace have very
bad records, ‘

“Breaks occpir there \o frequent-
ly that while ry Crews ard repairing

the lines and/the school s drops
kids off, thg kids ask wha we're
doing. Wheh we tell them, wk have

eight yearfold kids saying ‘agayn?’ "
Unforfunately, most breaks
occur
whe
for

gonditions are at their worst
ews. .
“It's \an_ overlooked job. They
work in Yhe middle of the igh
under terrile conditions and’] th
they do a ve good job, /he said.
In spite of it\ell, Sale’s water Is
extremely safe. The qifl ty is mon-
ftored and the lined gte periodically
flushed to ensure waler quality.
Identifying ang réplacing the
outdated pipe

and currently théy are folloM g the
town’s road feconstructio pro-
gram and reglacing old or jms op-
erly placed pipe as the roads
done. / ,

“Sometimes when people drive

by a watef main break, they're just Y
plain mad because it disrupts their §

e, but we have a responsi-

bility t¢ maintain a quality of ser-

the fall and winter months, .

at's in the distribu- §
tion system s algo part o the job, ¥

vice. /But meantime, the 1910 £
watey main on Fairmont Road isn't &

getting any younger,” Geary said.

e .‘_ U OUEJEngd & ey

" Ly ey ?,.M_m" / &
i e 9 e | g B




............

.......................

4&:@% |

e 0¥ sey auysdurery maN ‘spaooar ogess o) Juppacy -

b,

08 I mmuﬁ

0003

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

© SV 'sucnemsal 1os pmoo sewyio yiwey soyms

. 9Y1 S10J5q uaAe ‘sposngoessey ut Surnado ued
- -9q sdoys oopwy ‘Suypnu 5950 JO ayBM oI} Uy

"SHISIESSYH WOy amoo

> sewosns nemzo 1ured 96 01 05 WOy a1aymATe
©' Pres um[es w dws gz synoy 91 Suore sspry

“Anunoo sm uy Ansnp

o .sgeggg.ﬁuwﬂ,awsg&a
 dnos3 open auo 1sway 1y ‘sopms 59 pue sou

“€} efiqow og woy Jupjiom SISTFe 00174} pasusol

-u g ‘Awowono axysdurey maN oy 0 uounq
“FIu00 s Ansuput ot Jo spaoosa sdooy ApoqoN
« WO 30 3[dN00 B a50] 1,om

. 2 ;  mou 10q [, ‘srwek oum i5ed 9ty 10y wepes u ogp

TS CONBY, Je] 50301 JO JoumMo 101001 Aourep
pres ‘auy] 3t o q8u 9121 PUR SNISHTORSSRYY
E§E§#§§E=§S~m§¢

HI0M s1SOTR 0011R) 5, 908)8 oIy

0 I 31 SToYM ‘UngseN pue ‘A ‘uropes oy

SIq preqe sisn.re

‘61 YAIWAAON T40TH XxvaNag Noxrsog amg

............................................................

oone] sanusdurery Mo ot A3DTUOM JIOS MON
g Aeg a3 uy sonowxd a3 Burzyreday
SYOIS JUO Ul ‘uLIoy 1re payord Arevonmnsuos
® 51 3utoon®; popnx 310y wreqreg opus umop
lousdng ‘ez PE up “33uB 03 Woqe saeqy,

‘sopred wzzid o ‘syweq
4snq snp u 9z anoy Suopy — H'N ‘Waivs
gwazomwwazohuwmoa
SULIO) "W PYpey £g

SIoUIO3STID MBID 0} "SSRA] U
SOIpT3s pazireday ApmaN

0011%) "I'N

puejbuyz MON

3 proae “‘amoy Japioq | -




NOVEMBER 19, 2000

N.H. bordenm

» TA’!TOgg. s

eral will ask at a court hearing to-
moTrow W keep tattooing unfaw-
ful for another 90 days to give offi-
lals thme to get rules in place.

I that fails, the plan is to pre-
sent emergency regulations on
Tuesday to the Public Health
Councll for approval, said Roge-
anne Paweler of the Massachu-
setts Department of Public
Henlth. .

With six times as many pecple
as New Hampshire, Massachu-

than fa;md to be,” suld Suzanne
Doucette, Salem’s health officer,
who oversees the shops.

Fil Couture, 40, of Andover,
Mass., hag been getting tattoos
since he was 18, primarily from
Leo A Murphy 111, owner of Lor's
Den Tattoo Studio and Body Piere-
ingﬁlSalan'It'serwhmmgo
tohaveymrhairdone,“’hesa!d.

Do you fust go to any-

ing of the ban will . body? No, you don’t.
hit the New Hamp- T attoo artists You go to someone you
shire border studios . like, and if they leave
hard. are keepmg then you find someone
“Seriously, about theip optlo' ns else you ke,
70 percert of their “The difference be-
business is from OpeN. tween a good haircut
Massachusetts,” and a bad hairent,
Miller said. “Its go- though, is that it's

ing to hurt them real bad. I think
once everything shakes out and
you have reliable pariors here,
people would rather fust go down
the street.”

Until now, New Hampshire
tatioo artists haven't had much to
worry about. For the past few
years, the once-fringe business has
been buoyed by the vogue for ink
fueled by mugic, movie, and sports
stary

“Tattoos are not just for sailors
and bikers anymore,” said Judy
Murphy, who owns the Purple
Scorpion body-piercing shop in
Salem, Masa. “A lot of profession-
als are getting tattooed — lawyers,
doctors, middle-clags woren,
even grandmothers.”

Inx Salem, N.H., artists routine-
Iy work from noon well into the
evening, making up to $100 an
are going upscale to keep up with
their dientele, offering individual
rooms for tattooing with stereos

there for two weeks,” he added. “A
tattoo is permanent. B's there for
Tife”

He is echoed by Sandy Della-
Porta, 25, who has had & nomber
of tattoos from Proctor in Salem.
DellaPorta lives in Lynn, Mass.,
where three tattoo shops have
opened. “At least in New Hamp-
shire they've been doing It for
years, so I think it’s worth the
drive,” she said.

Admn Jaime, 41, of Woburn,

‘Teoplearegxﬁngwsowhere
they're happy,” said Proctor, of
Dmgon’slair."lfthey’regoingto
come here to Salem to save sales
tax, they’noomeupheretoget

Mass., hag spent handreds of dol-
lxtsmhaveﬂrev‘n-ginumym-
tooed on his back, his twin broth-
er'’s initials on his chest, and a
sepulcher on his arm and ghoul-
der.

“It’s more like they're my
friends now,” Jaime sald of the
artists at Lion’s Den. I have a rela-
tionship with the guy and T trust
my tattoo artist. I'd continue to
drive to New becauge [
thinkhc’smebmtmuxmm."

'I‘hakindcfmmrnerbyaltyh

clng per
5till, some tattoo artists are
keeping their options open. Judy
Murphy, whose husband oWns

“If [business] seems down a lit-
ile here,” said Leo Murphy, *I do
plan on opening shops in Mass-
achusetts.”

|

THeE BosTton SuNpAaY GLOBE

Leo Murphyworkingon a tattoo for his wife, Judy. New

mobile

e hag 240 1i d tattoo

facilities and 65 stuctios.

artists working from 20



ed Mr. McMahon asked whether the

¢ Selectmen said David W
Owen resigned after 3 year
in his post. Mr. Owen said

he was fired.

By Chris Markuns
Eagle-Tribune Writer

SALEM — David w. Owen said
the stunning news was delivered
bluntly as soon as he got to work yes-
terday morning: Hig tenure as town
manager is over.

“I was fired this morning,” said
Mr. Owen during a telephone inter-
view with The Eagle-Tribune from
his home yesterday afterngon. «
was informed shortly after I got here
this morning there had been a spe-
cial meeting (of the Board of Select-
men) Friday evening and there was
a vote that I was to be terminated
immediately.”

Finance Director Jeffrey. C.
Towne is acting town manager, but
selectmen said they do not expect to
conduct a search and Mr. Towne's

icuoe deo N .-, L e

Salem town
Mmanager "
out of job

Jeffrey C. David w.
Towne - Owen

permanent hiring will likely be just a
formality. (Please see story, Page 2.)

Mr. Owen, 53, said he wasg
“shocked and distressed” at hearing
the news of the 4-1 vote from Select-
men Chairman Richard R, Gregory.
He had served 3 little more than a
year on the job.

“He informed me of the board’s
vote and that I was to pack up and
Ieave imrnediately,” he said.

Mr. Owen started as town manag-
er Nov. 8, 1999, and said he was told
last week that the reason for Fri-
day’s private board meeting was hig

Please see OWEN, Puage 2
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-Why can’t

employees?

Selectmen need to explain heavy turnover
in Salem government.

alem residents must be shaking their heads and won-
s dering what’s going on at Town Hall lately.

In a little more than a month, Salem has lost three of
its top town officials.

First, on Oct. 9, former Fire Chief John R. Nadeau
announced he was resigning to go to the much-smaller East
Derry Fire Department.

A month later, Community Development Director E.
James Turse resigned to accept a job offer in Hawaii.

His resignation came a day after selectmen announced
their intention to ax the $67 million Lakes Infrastructure Plan
— the biggest sewer construction plan in town history —
which he had been working on for three years. The Budget
Committee had recommended cutting his salary by $6,000.

Then on Monday, Town Manager David W. Owen con-
firmed he had been fired soon after arriving at work.

But before he was fired, Mr. Owen allegedly fired Chief
Nadeau after the former Salem chief gave his notice to the
town, according to a lawsuit filed last week in Rockingham
County Superior Court.

Chief Nadeau claims town officials fired him to avoid
paying him more than $21,000 he’s owed.

Asked if selectmen knew that Mr. Owen sent Chief
Nadeau a termination letter, Selectmen Chairman Richard
Gregory said, “Probably.”

Taxpayers deserve a better answer than “probably.”

Despite the recent resignations and history of turnover
with their town managers, Selectman Ronald J. Belanger
said yesterday selectmen don’t have a problem working
with other town officials.

“The town bends over backwards for its employees,” he
said. “It’s the town manager’s responsibility to work for
selectmen, not the other way around. The town doesn’t
need to change its ways.” .

We disagree.

And so apparently does the Greater Salem Chamber of
Commerce, which issued a three-paragraph statement say-
ing it was “deeply disappointed in the recent turnover of
three key management positions in the town.”

The Chamber, which is not known for speaking out on
issues like this, also said in its statement, “At a time when
the town faces many decisions that greatly affect our future,
this time of change can jeopardize our forward progress.”

We agree. ‘

Selectmen, who agreed to spend taxpayers’' money to
give Mr. Owen six months of his $82,500 yearly salary
when they fired him, owe the public an explanation.

Residents deserve to know exactly what selectmen are
doing and why.
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By HUNTER McGEE :
:Union Leader Correspondent
- SALEM — Though Salem ‘select- .
.| men voted last night to release min- .
| utes from a private meeting that led
-to the town manager leaving his post,
‘reporters were told at the end of the
meeting they couldn’t ‘see the .Te-
cords. .. . i = e s TN
- “T've got to go0,” Selectmen hair- :
-man Richard Gregory said when ap-
“proached by a Union Leader reporter.
“The meeting’s over.” - /i 0 . .
" Officials said they were not able to
- make copies of the minutes last night -
because acting Town Manager Jef-
frey Towne was not at the meeting
and the copy machine in his office
was locked up, - o o
Copies of the minutes were to be
2| available when town hall opened this
.| ‘'morning at 8:30, Gregory said. - -
| *" Former town manager David Owen
~| has said that on Nov. 20, Gregory told
‘| him selectmen voted 4-1 three days
before to “terminate me immediate-
ly.” The 53-year-old had served for a
year as town manager. ;. .
"But selectmen have denied firing
Owen, saying they reached an amic-
able severance agreement and that
Owen' resigned. - Selectman Everett
McBride Jr."had said the' minutes
from the board members’ discussion
at the private meeting would clarify
that selectmen did not vote to fire
Owen.

SECRET, Page B2

Town
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Page 4 - THE SALEM OBSERVER - November so;zooo
Editorials
Too many questions:
not enough answers

It's pretty clear that our Town Hall is in turmoil. As
taxpayers in this town, we feel—and rightly so—that we
should know what's going on and why we are experi-
encing such a turnover in town employees.

We are looking to the Board of Selectmen for
answers. But while we ask questions, we don't get
answers,

Did Town Manager Owen resign? Yes, he did.
Chairman of the Board of Selectmen Richard Gregory
has said that “Owen resigned voluntarily and gave no
reason for his decision.” Qwen said he had no choice but
to resign, because the Board had taken a 4-1 vote to ter-
minate him in a non-public session, To ease his pain, the
selectmen gave Owen a $40,000 severance package.
Owen seemed to think his disagreement with selectrmen
about which candidate should be appointed as the next
Fire Chief had something to do with the “get out of
here” offer.

At $40,000, that’s an expensive way to settle a dis-
agreement.

However, since selectmen have not made a statement
or given an alternative reason for Owen’s leaving, are we
to assume that Owen’s assessment is correct, or are
there other, unspoken reasons?

And why have the selectmen not appointed a fire
chief? What are they waiting for? They had four viable
candidates; the selection committee has made its recom-
mendation; all the interviews have been completed, and,
if Owen is correct, the selectmen have already made
their decision.

The press and the people anxiously awaited the
unsealing of the non-public session minutes of November
17, but that, too, was disappointing.

The minutes consisted of one statement: The Board
discussed the Town Marnager’s evaluation,

Then it listed five motions and the votes:

1. . .to negotiate an amicable separation of employ-
ment between the Town Manager and the Town of ]
Salem. (Passed 4-1, Smith opposed.) {

2. . .to negotiate a separation package not to exceed
six months salary and six months health /dental/life
insurance. (Passed 4-1, Smith opposed}.

3. . .to place Town Manager David Owen on adminis-
trative leave {Passed 4-1, Smith opposed).

4. . .to appoint Jeff Towne as acting Town Manager
(Passed 5-0).

5. . .to seal the minutes {Passed 5-0). There was also
another motion:

to adjourn. They remembered to adjourn this time.

Selectman Ronald Belanger at the Monday, November
27 selectmen’s meeting likened the Town of Salem to a
corporation and the taxpayers to shareholders,

He and his colleagues should also remember that the
shareholders vote for Directors of a corporation, and

t Board may be likened to the Board of Selectmen.
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SALEM

Expert

offering
advice on
space

# Excessive building often
changes the character of the

community, the town
planner says.

By Margot LeSage
Eagle-Tribune Writer

SALEM — The Planning Board
will get some much-needed advice
on how to preserve open space from
a'national expert at their meeting
tomorrow night, Town Planner Ross
Moldoff said.

Randall Arendt, an expert on
planning and land conservation who
has written aumerous books on the
subject, has surveyed Salem and will
give the board his recommendations
on how to make the most of its open
space, and how to encourage devel-
opers to make the most of the land
they're using.

-“We need to do a better job pro-
tecting our open space,” Mr. Moldoff
said.

The Planning Board is currently
working on & new master plan. Mr.
Moldoff said Mr. Arendt will suggest
the plan have a section that deals
specifically with open space, He also
reviewed the town’s subdivision reg-
ulations and requirements and has
proposed changes to those as well.

“Most of the developments (we
have) squeeze houses in on smaller
lots and the open space is in the back
of the subdivision,” Mr. Moldoff
said. “If looks worse than a conven-
tional subdivision because there are
no trees left since the houses are so
close together.”

Open space that is forced in back
of houses is useless since it cannot
be seen or used, Mr. Moldoff added.

There are roughly 2,000 acres of
land in Salem that could potentiaily
be developed, according to Mr.
Moldoff. While not all 2,000 acres
will be built on, the town wants to
make sure that the houses that are
butlt make good use of the land.

“We’re pot preventing developers
from building their houses, but we
want them to do it in such a way that
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A valuable

community
resource

OUR VIEW

Southern New Hampshire communities should
support a program that offers van rides for the
* elderly and disabled.

ith Southern New Hampshire residents and busi-
nesses looking to help people in need this holiday

season, we’d like to point out one organization that
is providing a valuable community service but is in danger
of financial collapse.

Since March, the two-year-old Greater Derry/Salem
Regional Transportation Council has been providing free
van rides in 11 communities to seniors and the disabled;
folks who can’t drive to medical appointments or the gro-
cery store on their own.

The program has been well-received, with 1,311 rides |
provided to 673 people between March and October and
requests to expand the service even further.

But the council may have to disband and halt the van
service early next year because of money woes.

The council recently lost out on a $13,000 grant from a
private foundation in Manchester, said Patricia A. Monfet,
the council’s coordinator. The council has also discovered
that securing grants to cover o rating expenses is tougher
than first expected. :

“We're running out of money and our transportation ini-
tiative is in danger of closing up shop (in April) if we can't
quickly generate some funds for our operating expenses,”
Mrs. Monfet told Eagle-Tribune writer John Basilesco.

Donations from residents and businesses in Southern |
New Hampshire would help keep the council from folding.
So would grant money and financial assistance from the 11
towns the council serves.

‘But there is not a lot of time left, Mrs. Monfet said,
adding that volunteers are needed to help with office work
and fund raising. Currently, Mrs. Monfet is the only paid
staff member, and she is part time.

We think the council deserves the community’s support.

A 1999 study by the Derry-Londonderry-Timberlane
United Way identified the lack of affordable transportation
as the most pressing need facing local communities, and
this program helps fill that need. ,

Better access to transportation means the elderly and
disabled who can’t otherwise get around on their own can
lead fuller, more independent lives. ]

The financial support of 11 different communities can go
a long way in helping the council stay afloat and, in turn,
help people maintain that independence.




