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Couples attending paz;a%S at gg
7 house, which are described on the
Contmuedfrom Page 1 Web as one of the most “upbeat and
oy o from one of the neighbors.  uptempo house parties in Newfng-,
S “Oh My God, rHght here in down- . donation at the door, according to |,
town Salem?” : the site. . :
I's scary to think that with e A dark blue Chevrolet Blazer in
Web, people are BOINg to be able t5  the Penneys’ snow-cavered drive-
be brought int your neighborhood, " way has a license plate that reads
she said yesterday. “You dont know  “LYSHCK.”

what kind of kogks you could pe The couple also provide a hot and

id

icials sai
Several Salem officia s
they've been contacted by Sullivan |

[

)

Please sece SWING, Page 8

i by Brett

The parties are hosted "
and Dalx)ﬁelle Penney, according to g
' home and the g_mwing nun-
ggzsof cars lining their street most
i icklon,
te Rep. Stephanie K. Mic 3
-SSt:leem, spaid she heard about thg

i ired of :
enue residents who are tire 3
31\;: traffic. in and out of the Pen- |

.
(%}
: 5 =
with. Something like thatis  cold buffet and use of their pool, hot E # —~
Dot going to help your Property  tub, pool tables and brivate rooms ¢ < =z
value or your peace of mind.” for their guests, according to the 8 5 %
Sullivan Avenye js located off . Web page. . 8 £
Main Street just down the road from ° The Building Department is also §. 3 A
the Mary Fisk School. " looking into the nature of the parties, m
Haverhill, Mass., police said said chief building official Sam Zan- L, B8
investigated “The Love Shack” nini, who said he has received calls H Y %9 85 _‘:’ s g
8roup more than a yeqr 20 when  from concerned neighbors since the o = o 8 g EELTE § 2
the party hosts were living oy Cope end of the summer. o ; =g § %% 0 SE wg
Avene, which runs along the Mergs. | We're definitely investigating to '_Q g2 7 Eg e
mack River near the Groveland | determine whether it belongs in a ST gE822- 88 &

- Bridge. No charges were ever filed,  residential district based on the fact ‘_c {5 a 2 E o é S5 g
and the party hosts moved gyt of the  that a fee is charged,” Mr. Zannini w0 SELET EEE
city, police said. said, adding that his office has been bJD £ ELEBgg2g5s

Haverhill police said the Penneys in touch with Town Counsel to deter- cwd TE 5894wz B E
also hosted the Haverhill parties, mine what action, if any, can be ‘ =9 Egony 5L 2y
Salem police Capt. Gould said taken against the couple. -~ 0 8 o 280 % § 8 B85
neighbors are alsg worried some “It’s a lifestyle, so there may riot L& ﬁ g o B £38 3 E g §‘
illegal activity could be going on be much we can do,” he said. “'Ihey \:3 ) 5 ZEaEBEe

Inside the home, 5 white, three.story have certain rights, but they can’t NG = g &

clapboard house with black shutters  infringe on other people’s lives.” - S B . = g2 ] §8

and a farmer’s porch. : He said police believe ;the‘re i3 CIJ “E’ “n § “ f, g a Q,

“We are looking at it fromacou- - “syingi ’ going on at the parties. bD g B § $2E4
ple of different angles to determine The town could regulate the par- g, 5 z SER § &
whether or not there i iflegal activi- ties if they were classified as a home c £ 5 Lol -0 o %
'y going on there and any ordinance, business, which may be the case if 5 =y P e |23 &3
such as parking or noise, will e there is a fee involved and the Pep- ¢ 805 % & -‘E ; 8 § F "§
enforced,” Capt. Gould sajq. “It | ' | 5 g Jes I=5 F
depends on what's being done and neys advertise a hot ang cold buffet. = § -9 ’a ] zﬁ 4 g'g E b
how it's being done,” If it were classified a5 a home m ,53 @ 2 =%= Q'g,

He declined to 52y how many business, Mr. ini said, the regy- v & §°§ & Ky 5 ES
times police have been called to the lations would enly allow for a limitsd = &5 £ 4 :;] sa5Y
house, - { number of clients per day, and large =9 i TR wz § 2 E

When approached Sunday by a gatherings would be prohibiteq. ¢H D ERd E

reporter from The Eagle-Tn‘bune,

“Twenty-eight vehicles parked
there at ope time constitutes g
change in character of the neighbor-

me, my wife and my dog here,” said i hood,” he said.

a bare-chested Mr. Penney, his Selectmen Chairman Richard R.
stomach illustrated with colorful tat. Gregory said he’s also received callg
toos.

from neighbors, but refused to com-
The couple was given a written ment pending the outcome of g
warning for disorderly condyct police investigation,
because car alarms were making Selectman and state Rep Ropald
noise at 12:40 a.m, on Jan. 14, Capt.

the Pe}meys declined to comiment,
. i$ private broperty. It’s just

Carl Russo/Eagle- Tribune

Pofice are investigating whether so-

‘Love Shack’

J. Belanger, R-Salem, has algg heard :
Gould said thig morning, about The Love Shack. i
“(They were given a warning) “The n

eighbors have every right o

because the alarmg were going off in the world to complain if there’s

repeatedly and being a nuisance to any noise or anything going on that -~

residents,” Capt, Gould said. would disturb any neighbors,” he
Capt. Gould said the couple have said. “If ir'g stopped, I'm glad it’s

not held one of their parties since ,{ stopped.”

New Year’s Eve :
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‘Swinging’
Parties
disturh
N.H. town

» NEYS
prztg:‘uegz-omBI
- leave towy for a while to escape
the news media, ang then sejj
use,

Brown, her husband, Paul, ang
other neighborg Were o tired of

Brown sajq. “If they had kept it
low-proﬁle, We wouldn' have
1 the wiser »

Danielje Penney’s license plate
reads “LVSHCK,” 30 Brown’s

o b s 13
GLOBE STAFF PHOTO/BiLt GREEN,

Pau] ang Luci Love Shack,” which operated

across the qui

th Paperwork ¢
ed street from

€y found about the «
alem, N.H,, home,

and Private rooms available,

1 the desire to Join

inging suburb is ot
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'# Salem’s town manager said he hopes the

parties on Sullivan Avenue are over for

of fines for
swing p
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y Towne said Salem’s chief
Brett W. and Danielle C. Penney

SALEM — The town has sent a letter to a Sullivan
Avenue couple warning them that if they host another

swinging party at their home, they could be fined $250.

Town Manager Jeffre
building official mailed

By Margot LeSage
Eagle-Tribune Writer
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't have the proper per-

espread

any miore “s
Thp Penneys have become the focus of wid

p
question whether it is

" he said.
the couple was having

Mr. Towne said the letter explained that charging
gle-Tribune reported a

“Charging people $40 calls into

a business or a gathering,

a letter saying that they could be in violation of zonin
party guests a fee of $40 is in violation of zonin

nances and that the couple doesn

ordinances if they charge admission to
mits to run a home business.

ing” parties at their home. The Penn
Ave., have denied that they hest such

media attention since The Ea
story earlier this week saying

Please see WARNING, Page 5




JANUARY 18,

E BostoN GLOBE THURSDAY,

Tt's unneming, you don't expect this in your own hometown.
This is not what we want in our lovely town.’

STEPHANIE MICKLON
Salem, N.H., state representative

GLOBE STAFF PHOTD/BAL GREENE

Paul Brown viewing Danielle and Brett Penney’s house yesterday, across the street frem his home.

‘Love Shack
all shook up

‘Swinging’ parties disturb N.H. town, neighbors say

WMWU& Bombardieri couple at the door, as some evidence  mathers line up alongside it in mind-
e sagpests, it means they were ran- vans in the afternoon to pick up their
ALFM, N H. — The young ning & basi inanon: i hil
couple in the attractive zone, Sakemn officials sgy that Brett, *It's unnerving; you don't expect
three-story colonial were 36, sl Dapielle, 32, have promised this in your own hometown,” said
rocking their neighbor- to put their house on the marketand  state Representative Stephanie K.
hood with noisy, crowaded Teave town, thus avoiding possibt & Salem Dy crat. “Thisis
parties. When neighbors got mad legal action. not what we want in our Jovely
and investigated, they say, they But they have created an uproar towrL”
found out that Daxdelle and Brett in this suburbap copmmunity. Call it The Penneys, though, deny that L
Penney weren't just rocking; they aloss of innocence, akin to the case they hold swinging parties. “Therei "")
were swinging. in Attleboro last year, where resi- no sex at my parties. That fs not us,” Mz,l/
Allegedily, the Penneys were hold- dents were shocked to find out thata  DanieDe Penney told the Eagle-Tri-
ing parties in their home where cou- sadomasochistic chub was operath bune of La adding, “Salem i3
ples have sex with other conples. “if  in a warebouse. astapkd town with stupid people
you are looking for an exciting night People apparently do not imagine  who lie.”
of intimate socializing with some that 80 much naughtiness can exist The couple cod not be reached
clrssy folks. . . . go for thisevent,” on the quiet, woodad street where yesterday. Salem chief building offy-
reads a review of their "Love Shack”  the Penneys live. Their white clap- cial Samuel Zanuin said the couple
parties on a Web site. board house with black shutiers isso  tokd him that they were going to
1f the Penneys charged $40 per close to an elementary schiool that
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Shaheen: New -~
growth threatens
quality of I.H, life

¢ New ‘ shire’s - : more than 11 percent between 1990

‘ .HamP b and 2000, according to Census 2000

population grew ymore catistics, Much of that growth has

' | than 11 percent between g‘cgcmugd in lgochngham and Hills-
rough counties. 1

1990 and 2000. ‘ Abandoned industrial centers dot

. ’ . the Granite State landscape, and
SOCONCOI{T‘D “ﬁDrmh’]%I‘}: SOV N Methy) Tertiary Butyl Bthas contami-
uthern New Hampshire is causing o tion of ground water exists in towns
severe water pollution and quality-of- along the Massachusetts border.
Plaio s in towns hkedsalem and - "MBE is a chemical added to gaso-
blalsGof"Wj report release YeSWrday line to make it cleanor whou burned.
YT V. eanneNShahern m%hfe‘, 5.~ Butif it seeps into ground water from
- 0 preserve New Hampshire's tra- leaky storage tanks or dumping,
tion of clean, picturesque land, the humans and animals may experience
State must manage itg glevelopment a variety of ailments — headache
better, Gov. Shaheen said yesterday. nausea, dizziness — if they drink thé
A new multi-agency effort, Grows- water. Repeated ingestion may cause
mart New Hampshire, will provide brain damage Dana Bisbee, assistant

direction for this effort, she said. P g
destructive, , ' » H S ;
when citizens are becoming sick from

;‘I;e}wv Hamplshn;’si)landscape supé - pollutant, the state must get
bor's 1ts people, its businesses, an involved. “Wherever there is gasoline,
oo portantly, its souls,” the goy- 170 ¥ risk,” Mr. Bisbee said, “When
ernor said. “We're in danger of losing: ~ you have more people, you have more
e Oben space, our historic character. oo coline being stored, and MtBE con-
We must combat . aminationisof course caused a lot by
The report, developed by the state’s leaking tanks and runoff from the sur.
owth Management Advisory Com- 2118 fanks business growth during -
mittee, recommends that. the state the past 30 vears has revitalized the
revise planning statutes;‘establish-; area’s eé6ﬁdniy it has also caused
improved long-term urban-develop- severe traffic congestion, poor air
ment goals and increase efforts pro- quality and noise pollution, they said.
tecting farm and forest lands from pol- “I remember when Route 28 was a
igggn A g&%mgdmﬁ - small, two-lane road with a cow
mstudy the effects of unmiti. - Dridge. Yeah, a cow bridge,” said state
ted daveloper e stat?m'l‘lge. Rep. Stephanie K. Micklon, D-Salern,
gatec development in the state. “Now, drive it on a Saturday. It's grid-
Granite State’s population grew by lock.” T




Bike ramps

zjalel

removed

OUR VIEW

If mountain bikers in Salem want an obstacle
course, they must follow the rules in building one.

seems to know who did.

Nevertheless, the town’s conservation commission-
ers have been told they must remove from the Town Forest
a number of obstacles used by mountain bikers as soon as
possible.

Conservation Commission members — who are respon-
sible for maintaining the forest — have found the ramps
and obstacles, including a 7-foot-high replica of a suspen-
sion bridge atop felled trees, over the past several months
in the 199-acre forest.

Comrmission member Linda Harvey said she first found a
small ramp bikers use this past summer while walking in
the forest. Her husband, Bob Harvey, a mountain biker
himself, then found a reference to the Town Forest on the
Internet, listing the course as one of the best in New Eng-
land. ’

Some local mountain bikers are not happy the obstacles
have to come down. But in the end, removing them is the
right thing to do.

At first glance, the fact that the course was built doesn’t
seemn like that big a deal. Mountain biking in wooded areas
is not uncommon, and those who participate in the activity
typically are skilled and take the necessary safety precau-
tions.

But study the issue more closely, and there are problems,
as Town Attorney Diane Gorrow recently pointed out.

The biggest problem with the obstacles, Ms. Gorrow
says, is that they are a lawsuit waiting to happen.

Officials know the course is there, and even though they -
didn't give bikers permission to build it, the town could be
held Liable if someone were to seriously injure or even kill
himself while attempting a stunt off one of the obstacles.

Another problem is that the folks who built the course
didn't follow the rules. The forest is under Salem’s juris-
diction, and anything that is built on town land must be
approved by the appropriate boards first.

If mountain bikers want to practice their sport in Salem,
they should submit a plan to the Conservation Commission.
Then, at least, the panel would have a chance to work with |
bikers to hammer out plans that meet safety guidelines and :
address issues of liability.

After all, officials don’t necessarily have a problem with
biking courses. But they do have a responsibility to make &
sure town property is safe. [

The town didn’t build them. In fact, nobody in Salem




'SALEM

62-foot-tall

e,

bring added sewer capacity to the
commercial and industrial district
off Exit 2 of Interstate 93 if Town
Meeting approves it. That woqld
‘take care of the problem, Planning
Board Chairman James Keller said.
Officials were also waiting to see

if the project to widen Pelham Road
would come to fruition. Mr. Moldoff
¢aid bids have gone out on the pro-

ject that will widen the congested
two-lane road into four lanes. He

expects the project to begin shortly.

- «pelham Road is a real mess wrd’x’
traffic at certain times of the day,
he said, adding that the board could-
't justify adding more traffic by
putting a hotel in the area without
assurance that the road widening
project was progressing.

" The developers also made
¢hanges to the building’s appear-
ance as requested by Planning
Board members who said the pro-
posed hotel didn’t look like it
Belonged in New England.

PSS

compliex may
get waiver

¢ The Planning Board will also continue discussions on
plans for a new Hampton Inn. '

By Margot LeSage
Eagle-Tribune Writer

SALEM — The Planning Board,
when it meets tomorrow night, will
discuss whether to grant develop-
ers a waiver to build a senior hous-
ing complex that would exceed the

town’s height limitations on new .

buildings. ‘

Commons Development of West-
ford, Mass., first presented the
board with its idea for a four-story,
140-unit senior housing develop-
ment at 8 Ewins Lane in October.
The apartments would be rented to
people 55 and older, Town Planner
Ross A. Moldoff said.

Ewins Lane is directly behind
the Municipal Office Building. If
approved and built, the complex
would be a “stone’s throw” to the
Town Hall, Mr. Moldoff said.

Since their first meeting with the
board, the developers have
changed some of the plans, putting
the parking lot underneath the
building, bringing the structure’s
total height to 62 feet.

According to the town’s bylaw,

buildings above 35 feet — or
roughly three stories — need to be
permitted either by the Zoning
Board of Adjustment or the Plan-
ning Board, according to Mr. Mold-
off. Because the proposed senior
housing complex falls under the
Senior Housing Ordinance, the
Planning Board would be the one
to grant the waiver. ‘

There are buildings in town that
exceed 35 feet, Mr. Moldoff said.
Some of those include the Holiday
Inn on Keewaydin Drive and the
South New Hampshire Bank biiild-
ing.
The board will also continue its
public hearing on a proposed 99-
room Hampton Inn at 11 Keeway-
din Drive. The proposal was put on
hold in the fall because the Public
Works Department notified the
Planning Board that there wasn't
enough sewer capacity to handle
new development in that part of
town.

But the proposed $4 million
Westside Interceptor project will

Please see PLANNING, Page 10
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B immng the parking under-
: gt;hg, building, Mr. Louis
%?d, §t frees up more space on

remnoval. ;
The proposed cottiplex will sit

By Margot LeSage
Eagle-Tribune Writer

SALEM — The Planning Board
last night unanimously granted &
waiver to a development company
that will allow it to exceed the
town’s 35-foot height limitation on
new buildings when it builds a
senior housing complex at 8
Ewins Lane.

Commons Development of

Westford, Mass. wants to build a
140-unit senior housing develop-
ment. The apartments would be
rented to people 55 and older.

Since the company’s last meet-
ing with the board, the planned
height of the structure has risen to
roughly 60 feet — approximately
five stories — after developers put
the parking lot for the complex
underneath the puilding in the
designs.

Steven Louis, an independent
consultant hired by Commons
Development, explained that the
change in the parking gives resi-
dents a luxury many might never
have had. '

«“The biggest problem with the
senijor population in the winter-
time is ice and snow,” Mr. Louis
said. “Even if it’s more expensive
by having the parking underneath,
the benefits to the residents are
tremendous.”

He explained that in similar
complexes he’s designed for
Hampstead and Atkinson, resi-
dents pay a fee t0 have their car
cleaned off for them when it
SNOWS.

apprommétét?"mﬂfeetfmmﬂww

 Municipal Office Building’s park-
ing lot. Planning Board member
Richard R. Gregory said he wasin
favor of granting the developers a
waiver because of the added con-
venience for the residents.
“It makes sensg to put the park-

ing underne: th the building,” Mr.
Gregorysaid.

‘Board member Gene Bryant’
agreed, but asked how many of
the apartments will be deemed as
“affordable housing.”

‘ Mr Lomssa;d that since the
project is still in its conceptual
stages, not much thought has been
given to the exact number of
affordable units or bow much res-
idents will be charged for rent.

;Jf{Obviously,' if the rent is too
hxgh no one will live there and the
semox;populatidn is usually on
fiked incomes,” Mr. Louis said,
agigling‘that rents are high because
there aren’t many apartments to
go-around. This project should
help relieve some of the communi-

| ty’s housing stress, hesaid.

‘Mr. Bryant sdid that even
though the project is in the pre-
liminary stages, the developers
should already be talking about

 affordable units.

“The concept of affordable
housing needs fo be on the table,”
he said. )

*property to be used for open
space and cuts down.on tree
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by Adam Barone :

SALEM — Visitors to the Salem
area will soon have another lodging
option after the planning board
approved construction of a 99-
room Hampton Inn to be located at
11 Keewaydin Drive adjacent to the
Holiday Inn.

At its last meeting on Feb. 13,
the board approved MHS Design’s

‘revised plans after nearly $80,000

in upgrades to the building’s facade
which will feature peaks to mask
the flat roof and a brick first floor.

“They came in with a flat roof

building that had relatively plain
material on the exterior of the build-

ing, and the planning board wanted
MHS to give them something that
was a little bit more like New
England,” Salemn Planning Director
Ross Moldoff said.

The peaks, however, will only be
on one side of the building which

raised a few eyebrows on the plan-- |

ning board.

“Some of the people on the plan-
ning board thought that would look
dumb,” Moldoff added. “Some of
the members were disappointed,
but other members thought it was
fine and that it would be one of the
nicer buildings out there.” .

The start date for construction
has yet to be determined.

' New hotel planned in Salem

R
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MacDonald was described as
having a shaved head. Both were
said to have heavy metal chaing
around their necks.

MacDonald, of 3 Birch St., is
charged with making a eriminal
threat, a felony, police said. The-
riault, with no known address,
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some other state taxes.
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funding plan, 49 percent to 24
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NH First will release a study
today by David Tuerck, Ph.D, of
the Beacon Hill Institute &t Suf~
folkk University in Boston on the
effect a sales tax would have on
the New Hampshire economy.

-‘Timothy Buckley, spokesman
for NH First, said the study will
say the governor's plan overstates
by more than $80 million per year
the revenue a sales tax would pro-
duce for the state. :

It also would hurt employment

KOHL'S

‘percent. It said 38 percent of
Democrats whom it contacted

support the ‘governor’s plan. The
poll’s margin of error Was 4.9 per-
cent. -

The firm also said that re-
spondents oppose a sales tax, 64
to 32 percent. In Rockingham

-County, they oppose it 70 to 27

percent. In Hillsborough County,

it was opposed 74 to 21 percent.
Last week, a poll by the Becker

Institute found that 61 percent of

Responderits’

salés tax will hurt New Hamp«ﬂ
shire merchants on the state bor-

der and costthousands of jobs, by
a 62 to 33 percent margin. Hills-

borough and Rockingham coun- -

ties were heaviest in agreement.
That also ran counter to ﬁnd-

- wm;ld u

cdiip‘le !
build a1
‘ But b3

_cause tt

‘the doct
‘He sa
elther 0

ings by the Becker Institute last

week. Its survey showed that resi-
dents in border communities .
around the state favored the Sha-_
heen sales tax plan 70 percent to
2¢ percent. .

Conﬁnued From Page A1 )

ment LLC in Woburn, Mass sa1d
Stop & Shop spokesman Cmdy
Curran. Seventy leases remain
available, including New Hamp-
shire locations at 308 Main St.,

. Nashua; 777 South Willow St.,

Manchester, and Fort Eddy Road,
Concord. , .

Kohl’s also is taking over eight
former Bradlees stores in Massa-
chusetts. The group of 12 stores
in New Hampshire and Massa-
chusetts will get full interior and
exterior renovations and open at
the same time in the spring of
2002, said Kohl’s executive vice

. president of marketing Gary Vas-’

ques.

'They will be Kohl’s first stores
in Massachusetts and New
Hampshire. “These are the first
12 that we will be opening in the
Boston market, There will be
more,” he said. =

Vasques would not comment
yesterday on a previously pub-

lished report in The Union Lead--

er that Kohl’s is among the stores
being planned for Quality Drive
in Hooksett, near the Exit 10 in-
terchange of; Interstate 93.

¢

In 'February, )
Great Island Development said it

had commitments for Quality

Drive from Kohl's, Target, BJ's

- Warehouse and Home Depot. -

Kohl’'s based in Menomonee
Falls, Wis., operates 320 locations
in 26 states and is one of the na-
tion’s fastest ‘growing retailers.
Kohl’s describes itself as a fami-
ly-focused, value-oriented speci-

alty department store. It offers
moderately priced, national-

brand apparel, shoes, accessones
and home goods.-
Kohl’s previously bought

leases for 34 former Caldor stores,

also through bankruptcy court, in
New York, New Jersey and Con!
necticut. . A store in Baltimore
opened as Kohl’s last spring.

 The Salem Bradlees had been
one of the arichor stores for the
Rockingham Mall. The other new

- Kohl’s ‘stores ‘will be in the Na-
shua Mall,

at state Routes 130
and 3 in Nashua; at 34 Plaistow
Road in Plaistow; and on Gosling
Road in Newington.

Yesterday, Salem town planner

Iy

Bostoh*baSed '

Ross Moldoff said the Kohl's
move was good news for the com-

munity. “I think in general it’s a
good thing for Salem. The store is
already there, and it will provide
additional shopping.

“It ~will be mterestmg what:

‘niche they fit into in Salem, I

would think the community
would welcome them, as they
have Wal-Mart and Target and all -

‘the . other major retallers, “on

Route 28,” Moldoff said.

The Wal-Mart store in Keene
will be in a former 104 OOO—squa—
re-foot Bradlees in thé Riverside
Plaza at Route 101 and Winches-

ter Street.

Bradlees filed for bankruptcy
in December, and announced it
was closing all its stores. The
Stop & Shop Supermarket Co.
said in January it would dispose
of 111 Bradlees leases and guar-
antee at least $150 million to pay
off creditors.

Stop & Shop owned Bradlees
until 1992 when it sold the com-
pany at pubhc offenng
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+* Seniors’

~long wait
worthwhile

QOUR VIEW

It should not have been so difficult to get plans for
a senior center in Salem moving forward.

alem Town Manager Jeffrey C. Towne announced last
week that the town’s new senior center may open as
soon as Christmas or New Year’s Eve. .

“Certainly that’s a very ambitious goal, but we'fe trying
to do that,” Mr. Towne said last week. .

His comments came after voters agreed to spend an
additional $450,000 to pay for the new $1.6 million Ingram |-
Senior Center, which will be built on Veterans Memorial
Parkway. ’

The vote to spend the $450,000 was the final piece of the
senior center funding puzzle that — along with a fight ear-
Lier this year over where the center should be located — |
threatened to derail the project. :

Plans for the 15,000-square-foot, two-story senior center
call for a large multipurpose room that will lead into a din-
ing and bingo area.

A full kitchen will be located off the dining room area.
The remainder of the first floor will consist of offices, a
gathering area and bathrooms.

“I think we thought it was time the senior citizens in town |
were recognized, and this is a start,” Russell F. Ingram said
about why he and his wife, Roberta “Bobbi” Ingram, donat-
ed $500,000 toward the project at last year's town meeting.

Voters then agreed to spend $650,000 to pay for the
remainder of the senior center.

But that’s when the process got interesting.

First there was a lengthy and sometimes bitter fight over
where to build the center.

Then when the battle over the site was resolved, town
officials learned they would have to ask for $450,000 to
have enough money to pay to build the senior center, not
$300,000 as was originally thought.

But now, it looks like afl the trouble that backers of the
senior center endured over the past year has been worth it.

“Over 50 percent of people in town are over 50 years of
age,” said state Rep. Stephanie K. Micklon. “It's only fair
that the people paying the taxes have a facility for them.”

We agree.

It's unfortunate that the dispute over the location of the
senior center grew so bitter at times. A conumnunity should
be able to come together on a project like this without ran-
cor.

But that’s in the past and we’re glad to see the construc-
tion of a senior center will go forward.

If nothing else goes wrong, Salem’s seriors should have it
in time for New Year’s Eve. .




- ¢ As Wal-Mart expands in Salem, N.H.,
smaller retailers prepare to take
advantage of the traffic the bigger store
will generate.

By Andy Murray

Eagle-Tribune Writer

SALEM, N.H. — Gargantuan and still crowded, the
Wal-Mart store on Route 28 is bulking up even more.

The Salem supercenter, which opened in 1995 with

125,000 square feet of merchandise space, opens its
new 75,000-square-foot Supermarket wing for a one-
day trial run tomorrow. The supermarket officially
opens April 25. ' ’ ,

The new supercenter embodies a trend that has
swept the nation and taken hold in tax-free New
Hampshire. Convinced that shoppers are strapped for
time on weekends, retail chaing like Kmart, Target
and Wal-Mart are developing all-in-one superstores
designed to sell everything under one roof, :

In addition to the general merchandise smaller dis-
count stores offer, superstores sell groceries, baker
and deli items, nail salons, postal services and even
nurseries.

. In Salem, the additional Space — nearly enough
room for twa football fields — will house a full line of
produce, groceries, deli meats and a bakery.

“It’s a pretty sizeable €xpansion,” said Keith Mor-
ris, community affairs manager for Wal-Mart New
England. “The store right now is 125,000 (square feet)
and they are converting it over to the supercenter for-
mat, which has the grocery store component.”

The supercenter concept is not new. The European
version of a Supercenter, called hypermart, made its
-mark on the European retail community in the 1980s.
The idea is that time is money, and time gets saved
with each item the retailer stocks.

“Time is now a commodity,” said Mr. Morris. “Peo-

ple know they can save money by shopping here. Now
they want to know how we can save them time.”
_The big-chain solution showcases flagship stores.
Wal-Mart created the concept in the United States in
1988, when it opened its first supercenter. Kmart fol-
lowed suit in 1991 with its first Super Kmart. Target
was the last to jump into the mix in 1995,

Wal-Mart now runs nine of its 721 supercenters in
New England. Four of those are in New Hampshire.

Initially the draw was New Hampshire’s lack of a
sales tax, which attracted border jumpers from Mass-
achusetts looking to save on big-ticket items or week-
ly grocery runs. With five Supercenters in the area,

. however, Wal-Mart says its retailing can succeed with

or without the sales tax.

“Salem continues to be a very dynamic market for
us. You not only have the malls and the racetrack, but
you also have the restaurants and so many other
things. It's really a great area for us,” Mr. Morris said.

Discount stores and supermarkets are converging
on the same idea from different directions, often mak-
ing them competitors, Mr. Morris sgid.

“It certainly is not Jjust Wal-Mart. You tend to see it
more nowadays that wherever you go you can buy
novels, electronics and things that used to be in a dis~
count store even in a supermarket.”

The superstore trend has been a concern for small-
er retailers who elsewhere have seen chain stores like
Wal-Mart and Kmart undercut them on prices.

“Supercenters are magnets for consumers,” said

Ken Gassman, retail analyst at Davenport & Co in

Richmond, Va. “They will take market share from
just about everyone in the market.”

“Most markets they’ve entered they’ve done very
well,” said Chuck Gilmer, editor of the Shelby Report,
a grocery trade publication. “And it doesn’t take a lot
of them to make an Impact and draw from a wide
area.”

Mr. Gassman said retailers don’t have to fear the

Please see WAL-MART, Page 15



Continued from Page 13

competition: They can meet it head-
on.

“We tell retailers if they really
want to increase business, get in the
Strip centers that are attached to the
new Wal-Mart,” he said. “Wal-Mart
Is a magnet for the consumer.”

In some cases, retailers have been
able to chargeup to 15 percent more
than Wal-Mart prices and sti] keep
shoppers who like the customer ser.
vice of smaller retailers, Mr.

So far in Rockingham County,
however, retailers like Naney
DePaula of Brotherg’ Corner Variety
in Derry say they are holding their
own.

Although the Wal-Mart super-
center is only a short drive from her
800-square-foot Superette, Mrs.
DePaula said nearby residents stop
at the corner store for shorter check-
out lines and family treatment that
has been offered since 1920,

“People don’t expect me to be the
cheapest guy on the block because
I'm not g Wal-Mart. ... We keep
things priced ag low as possible and
I think people understand,” Mrs.
DePaula added.

Supercenters can even be a boon
r small-business owners by draw-
ing added traffic and r

area, noted Manuyel
man of the Gre.
of Commierce,
-Mart and a number of
T retail developments |
€m, many business own- |
oncerned about direct
- Since that time, howev-
-Pop shops

evenue to an
J. Sousa, chair-
ater Salem Chamber

other large

r mom-and
have survived and there
tion between bj
according to the chamber.

the Mall at Roc
in that the sm
going to be de
happen,” Mr.
fact, happened is more p

g2 and small

0s€ concerns when
kingham Park came
all businesses were
stroyed. That didn’t

to shop and the smaller businesses
gotexposed to that many more shop-
pers.”

Mr. Souss believes the same can
be said for any new supercenters,

“Any large business ig going to
have that type of positive impact,”
he said. :

Scripps Howard News Service

contributed to this report.
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‘tunities, in terms of several projects

" day. “I like to get involved with pro-

expansion of North Andover’s senior
center and the construction of a $2.6

. milionyouthecenter, . - |

Salem voters approved $1.1 xmlhon
towards a new senior center over the

past two years, and residents Russ | |

and Bobbi Ingram donated $500,000 -

towards the project. Town officials | !

hope the new center, located on Vet-
eran’s Parkway, will be open by New
Year's Eve.

Another group in town hopes to
build a teen center in the future as
well.

“Salem offered some unique oppor-

on the board,” Mr. Scott said yester-
ject management.” Mr. Scott men-

tioned sewer and road projects, as
well as the new senior center as par-

ticularly interesting. )
Mr. Scott, who will earn $66,060 in | 1
his new position, also served as the |

Planning Director in Newburyport,

where he oversaw $4.1 million inren- |

ovations to the city’s police station and

reestablished a housing and social |1

service grant program that received
over $2 million in funds during his
six-year tenure.

Mr. Scott also served as town plan-
ner in Orange, Mass. after graduating
from the University of Massachusetts
at Ambherst. He starts working at :

Salem Town Hall May 9.

The town has also hired Melanie
Orr to be the new account and budget
manager, Mr. Towne said.

Ms. Orr comes from the New
Hampshire State Retirement System,
where she was a finance accountant.
In her new position, Ms. Orr will be
resporsible for all town accounts, cal-
culate payroll and benefits, working
with auditors and the Budget Com-
mittee, and will work on the town
budget.

Ms. Orr, who starts work April 30,
will earn about $46,000, and will take
over from Finance Director Linda
Casey.

Ms. Casey, who was promoted to
finance director late last year when
Mr. Towne was promoted to town
manager, has been doing double-duty
for the past several months.

‘ Tursehr‘xqw‘*seryes gs Derry’ s Salem such as managing the

SALEM 4 7/«
New development

dlrector commg to town

By jenmfer D. ]o
Eagle~Tnb1me Writer %

- SALEM — William Scott, for-
mer community dévélo me‘ t

Sctt, 43, who
lives in New-

* director in North Andover, M. g ‘wife, Rachel,
has been tapped to be Salem’s | ' “ | and daughter,
new director, Town Mandget Jefs-1: 7 28 b Katherine, -

. oversaw some
key projects
D ... during his last

for four months, since’ former - job that may
director James Turse resigned to : have made
take a new job in Hawaii."Mr. h1m partlcularly attractive to

frey C. Towne announced yest
day. : ,




William Scott

resources laid out for their con-
sideration,” he said.

Scott was drawn into commu--

nity development by watching the
downtown area of his hometown
(Framingham, Mass.) “disappear,”
and traffic problems increase. He is
a graduate of the University of
Massachusetts and served as plan-
ning director in Newburyport,
Mass., and as town planner in

- Orange, Mass., prior to the five

years he has been community
development director in North
Andover. ,

He and his wife Rachel live in
Newbutyport with their 6-year-old

“daughter Katherine.

He recently sat down with
reporter Joan Hunt to talk about his
new job.

Question: What appeals to you
most about the prospect of comin
to Salem? :

Answer: The projects they have
on the board, like the senior center.
One of my strengths is helping
other departments get information
out to the public and doing analy-
ses. I do a lot of work with other

departments. During the interview

————

by Joan Hunt

Salem’s new community devel-
opment director is a team player
— and he comes from a large
team. As community development
director in North Andover, Mass.,
William Scott headed up a group
of nine departments with nine

- department heads reporting to

him

Ir-ie will begin his new duties in

Salem on May 9.

/T
New community ::ievelopment

director to start job May 9

Scott says a major role for the
town’s staff is to provide informa-
tion to committees and boards,
enabling them to make educated
decisions.

“That way, when committee
members sit down they have
everything they need and some
analyses already done for them. .|
They have alternatives and

Please see SCOTT on page 15)

process | learned a lot about the
community of Salem and | am
impressed that the department
heads are so pro-active. (For exam-
ple, the town’s purchase of Al's
Trailer Park , where continual
flooding has been a problem.) -
Question: Is there one particu-
lar project you are looking forward
to sinking your teeth into?
Answer: | don't know enough
about them to speak in any great
detail, but the Depot project sounds
interesting. I'm coming from a city
to a town form of government,
where you don’t often get a lot of
time to explain to the public what
the project is. I will create informa-
tional brochures to make project
information available to the public
and various committees.
Question: Why did you decide
to make a career move at this time?
Answer: It is because the
opportunity in Salem came up.
There is a good-sized commercial

and industrial base up there. Most .

of my background is economic
development and project manage-
ment, which is a good fit with
Salem. Also, New Hampshire has a

L

less bureaucratic environment.
Question: How do you see
Salem’s role in the future?
Answer: The advantage is the
diverse land uses they hold - the
combination between residential
and commercial/industrial areas
makes for a balanced tax base.
Question: Do you think rail
service would benefit the town of
Salem, and is it practical?
Answer: The state Department
of Transportation report concen-
trates on commuters to Boston, and
based on economic data from the
census it appears you have a con-
siderable amount of retail and
industrial employees coming into
the community. Salem appears to
be in a unique situation in that the
biggest issue is commuting into
town, and the state program could
make congestion worse at nodes
like the park and rides located in
Salem. Swrrounding communities
don’t have migration into the com-
munity. Salem needs to look at ori-
gin and destination statistics to
determine where the people who
work in retail centers are coming
from.
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Editorial

- Check your weapons
at the door, buckaroos

A stranger attending Monday’s meeting of the board of
selectmen might have thought he had mistakenly moseyed into
the OK Corral. Words, rather than six-guns, were the weapons
of choice at this shoot-out, but it was a shoot-out nevertheless,

The Campbell family {Stephen, Conservation Commission
chair Tom and father Bill) took turns at the podium hurling
insults and brandishing pistoleros of threat and intimidation,
while selectmen basically sat there and took it.

The issue was whether or not selectmen were bound to
deal with the Campbell tax abaternent request in public. .
Stephen Campbell brought the matter to the group rather than
going through regular channels, “because of his position on the
budget committee,” as he explained, the reasoning being that
others in toun wouldn’t think special treatment was doled out
because of Campbell’s position.

Since the abatement was denied, it seems pretty clear to
us that there was no special treatment. One can only conclude,
then, that the show was a show of force- and that kind of pos-
turing is in bad form.

At one point Bill Campbell, an ex-police officer in Salem,
was yelling from the podium at selectman Ron Belanger, accus-
ing him of everything short of cattle rustling, and calling him
outside to finish the arqument. When Belanger did go outside -
to have a cigarette break - all three Campbells strutted along
behind him like the Clancys trailing Wyatt Earp.

Testosterone was much more evident than common
sense Monday. When the subject turned to the West Side inter-
ceptor sewer project that narrowly failed to garner the 2/3
majority needed at town meeting, gang mentality again came
into play.

Town manager Jeff Towne, who had invited budget com
mittee and conservation commission members to the meeting
for input, proposed a special town meeting to revisit the pro-
Ject, since the town is in line for $1.5 million in aid if it moves
forward soon.

With no more provocation than that, the audience went
straight for the jugular. Budget committee member Stephanie
Micklon said, “reconsideration doesn’t fly in this town,” and
“what part of ‘no’.don’t you understand?” Stephen Campbell
said “every single one of you who supports this deserves to be
" defeated.” '

Pretty uncivil talk for a group of people who were invited to
offer a civilized opinion.

There were no winners Monday night. On several occa-
sions selectmen, either individually or collectively, were referred
to as “stupid” and “arrogant.” It has always been our con-
tention that when one resorts to name-calling and brute force it
is because one has nothing intelligent to say. We also believe
the individual's right to disagree should be tempered with the
responsibility to do so in an agreeable manner.

. By the way, there was a “stranger” in the audience on
Monday. He was the town’s new community development
director. After being introduced by the town manager, he
stayed for the meeting to see how the town of Salem does
business.

Unfortunately the cowboys at Monday night's meeting
were all too willing to show him.




ing ‘and ‘exploring methods of
financing the venture. =~
Copies of the committee's detailed
report were distributed Wednesday.
The report recommended the teen
center be approximately 8,300
square feet. An engineering study

~ was suggested that will loock at the

addition and also at flaws in the
heating system and roof at the exist-

ing Boys and Girls Club, which may

be incorporated into the project. A
capital feasibility study must also be
conducted to determine if the com-

- munity can support the construc-

tion and maintenance of a teen cen-
ter. )

With the help of Principal
“iichael Delahanty, a teen center
advisory committee of 13 mem-
bers has been formed and has
added its input into the planning
stages. This group is to provide

w——

- - -

information and advice to the
board of directors.

Morse said the committee has
come a long way since he, Larry
Belair, George Khoury, Ann Lally
and Dick O’Shaughnessy started
looking for someone to take on the
project.

‘We didn’t know what a teen

center was,” he said. “Now we have ‘

narrowed down the site we want.
We know what it is and where we
want to put it, and we are asking for
people to help.” ' P

Other members of the teen cen-
ter committee are Martha Breen,

- Michael Carney, Susan Covey,

Michael Downing,- Robert Ellis,
William Ganley, Alan Gould, Heidi
Greenlaw, Susan Grubbs, Pamela
Khoury, John A. Korbey, Frank
Monteiro, Jeff Towne and Lynne
Ulaky. :

enter sit
by Joan Hunt

A new teen center and the Salem Boys and Girls
Club would go together like peanut butter and jelly,
committee members have decided. After reviewing the
location and feasibility of seven potential sites, a group
of 19 community leaders is recommending an addition
to the south side of the Club as the teen center’s new
home. While teenagers enjoy shared after-school expe-
riences like athletics, games and skills instruction, stud-
ies show they prefer to be with their oun age group.
Many teens lose interest in the popular Boys and Girls
Club because most of the kids are younger. Reasoning
that the Power Program at Woodbury School, a joint
effort between the Club and the school department,
has been a successful venture, the committee sees the
proximity of the Club to the proposed teen center as a
real advantage.

The location on Geremonty Drive is within easy
walking distance of both Woodbury Junior High and
Salem High and the Kelley Library. Rounding out the
many reasons the committee chose the site is its imme-
diate access to the Boys and Girls Club facilities includ-
ing the gymnasium, pool and kitchens.

The teen center committee, chaired by state
Representative Chuck Morse, has spent the last year
formulating a plan, which they unveiled Wednesday at
Salem District Court before more than 100 invited
guests. Three sub-committees studied existing teen
centers in two states to identify their best qualities, in
addition to scouting out the best location for the build-
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Long wait for finished road may be over

*_wn Manager Jeffrey C. Towne said if selectmen agree  Uetail no one has cleared up.
| nd $100,000,d1eroadmaybedoneaseaﬂyas

Now, relief may be at hand. -

remaining $50,000 to $100,000 by
taking money from the road and

_M selectmen approve 4 plan to

SUEsner

By Jennifer D. Jordan
Eagle-Tribune Writer

SALEM - An end may finally be
in gight to the Stiles Road saga —
literally and figuratively.

For more than 15 years, residents
and town officials have waited for
developers to complete the com-
mercial road, linking Petham Road
to Route 38, or Lowell Road.

Since the road was first built in
the mid-1980s, dozens and dozens
of high-tech, financial and medical
offices have sprung up, drawing
hundreds of employees and clients
tomeamaeachday,andcatming

i |

i

traffic jams on Pelham Road and
the ou-ramps to Interstate 93.
Other area roads, such as semi-
rural Brady Avenue, have also been
adversely affected by the traffic,
ials say, as commuters and 18-
wheel trucks speed down neighbor-
bood roads, looking to avoid traffic
snarls.

But because of a series of

ishaps, legal ings and
delays, the last 600 feet of Stles
Road were never built.

Instead, trees, a stream and
grasslands serve as a buffer
between bustling Route 38 and
acres of office park, like a forgotten

area.

Ken Yusriua/Eagls Tribune
Wetland dralnage pipes mark the spot where
Stiles Road in Salem ends. The town plans to
embazkonaprohctcoﬁnkhcomvecdngthemad
to Route 38 to help ease traffic problems in the

spead up o $100,000 toward
pleting the $600,000 project, the
early

“It will bring the alleviation of
traffic, which is & major issue in
Salen,” Mr. Towne said. “We'll aiso
improve the intersection with Route
38 by installing a traffic light
there.” )

Stiles Road would intersect with
Route 38 by the Iceater, near the
back of The Mall at Rockingham
Park.

The development company,
Salem Corporate Park Associates,
has offered the town $500,000 to
belp finish the road, Mr. Towne
said. The town would pay for the

Continued from Page 1

water capital funds,

About half that money would pay
for a bridge and calvert to cross
Porcupine Brook, a necessity that

makes the project more exp

“This has gone on and on, and
this is a road that needs to be corn-
pleted,” said Selectmen Chairman
Philip A. Smith Sr., when Mr.
Towne presented the board with the
proposal last week. Budget Com-
mittee and Conservation Commis-
sion members were also invited to
discuss the issue.

Mr. Towne said that since no
legel docurnents were signed in the
1980s requiring the developer to
finish the road, he considers the
offer “a fair and equitable cost-

Please see ROAD, Page 2

£

sharing approach.”

“These fulks came to us, saying they wanted to fulfill
their obligation they felt they had to the town,” Mr.
Towne said.. )

Whenthemadwaxﬁmtbnﬂt,extendingﬂoostabouz
$100,000.

But Mr. Towne-also said Salem has learned a lesson
ﬁumS&bsRoad.mdnowreqlmﬁagmemenminwﬁb

ing.
Some Budget Committee members questioned why

town funds should pay for part of the project.
“I‘malimep\miedwhywe’mspendmganymmym

that plan,” said Earl Merrow. “We were told years 2go,

 they’d pay for it”

“Traffic-wise, I think you have t do it,” said Stephen

. Campbell. “But I hope the town’s learned something,

becausedmemwnwaspretty stupid. We were promised
this road.” .
BmSMphanieMicklon,wholimonBradyAvmm,
8aid it is town money well spent.

“It's time that we do it,” the new Budget Committee
member said. “BmdyAvenueismbﬁngbecmxseof
the heavy trucks barreling down that road. The rvad was-
't designed for that, but Stiles Road, which we've been
promised for years, was never finished.”

ion Commission members said they’re wor-
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that would be generated by the
development. In addition, the parce]
is located on a hill, near a curve, and
some Planning Board members
expi d concern about cars turp.
ing 4;8 Main Street at that point,
“I'have many of the same con-
cerns I had about another project
that Was proposed for this site about
ayear and a half ago,” said Planning
Board Chairman Jim Keller, refer-
ring to a failed plan to build an
mm.o%mzm apartment complex for
- seniofs. “Pm concerned about the
traffic that that number of units will
generate and if the development fits
into the current neighborhood. I'm
also worried about how close the site

£

Downtown ™"
eyed for 48

SALEM

SOME say project too dense

is to the curve in the street.”

Mr. Keller proposed the develop-
ers build an access road behind the
broperty, to alleviate traffic con-
cerns on Main Street. He also sug-
gested the developer consider
reducing the number of units,

Mr. Breen said he'd also be more
comfortable with fewer units, He’d
prefer about 20, which would be
more in keeping with the zoning in
the residential neighborhood.

Mr. Keller said building senior
housing near town services makes
sense, especially with the new
Ingram Senior Center being con-
on Veterans Memo-

“I’s an area that’s clearly most
appropriate for seniors to have
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townhouses on 11 acres that front

access to services, so from that point
of view, we want tg encourage this
kind of development,” Mr. Keller
said. “But at the same time, that par-
ticular site is difficult ”

But while more senior citizen
housing is needed in Salem, so is
affordable, or subsidized senior
housing, for senior citizens on fixed
incomes, housing officials say.

The town’s three subsidized hous-

* ing complexes, totaling 158 units,

are steadily full, said Diane Kier-
stead of the Housing Authority,

“It’s absolutely needed,” Ms.
Kierstead said of affordable senior
housing. “We have about 110 appli-
cants on the wait list, and the aver-
age wait is one to three years.”

In addition, Ms. Kierstead said,

she sent a letter to town officials
requesting future senior housing
developments require a certain per-
centage of units be made affordable,
thus eligible for federal grant
money,

In January, Commons Develop-
ment Group of Westford, Mass., pro-
posed a 140-unit market-value
apartment building be constructed
on land behind Town Hall, not far
from where the townhouse develop-
ment has been proposed. The devel-
opers also agreed to set aside 20 per-
cent, or 28 units, as subsidized
senior housing.

That project will come again

before the Planning Board for fur-
ther review, Mr. Moldoff said.
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¢ Some Salem residents oppose plans to

build a bike path through
mage the character of their neighborhood.

Bike enthusiast Bob Harv
Salem to Concord. The
By Jennifer D, Jordan

Eagle-Tribune Writer
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So you see with this
plan we have plenty
of room for the

In order to make this work
we had to flatten Salem
and put Rte 93 over it
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But where is the

city of Salem
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******** housing for
POOr seniors

OUR VIEW

’s\; ‘ Public policy has to encourage development of
I housing for low-income senior citizens as well as

the affluent.

upscale townhouse complex off Main Street in Salem,
N.H,, to cater to seniors who can afford to fork out
$180,000 to $240,000 per unit. ,

Mesiti Development wants to build the one-and-a-half
story townhouses on 11 acres that front Main Street.

Some neighbors have said the area is already too dense to
build a new development.
| Others — including some Salem Planning Board mem-

bers — are concerned about the dangers created by the
. development’s location, which sits on a hill near a curve.
They’re worried about cars turning onto Main Street from
the development.

“I'm concerned about the traffic that that number of
units will generate and if the development fits into the cur-
rent neighborhood. I'm also worried about how close the
site is to the curve in the street,” Planning Board Chairman
Jim Keller said last week.

We think there are legitimate concerns about the devel-
opment.
~ At the same time, it’s far too early in the process to
0 decide if the Planning Board should approve the project.

: And as Mr. Keller acknowledged, there is a need for
senior housing in Salem.

But there may be an even greater need for affordable
senior housing in Salem, something this proposed develop-
ment clearly will not provide. '

All of the town’s 158 subsidized senior housing units in
Salem are now full, and there’s a long wait to move in
when one opens, according to Diane Kierstead of the
. Housing Authority.
¢ “We have about 110 applicants on the wait list, and the
average wait is one to three years,” Ms. Kierstead said.

The developers who want to build the new townhouse

ANorth Andover developer wants to build a 48-unit,

I R s

. any seniors in town in need of affordable housing.

i But Ms. Kierstead has asked town officials to require

developers to make a modest percentage of their units

affordable if they want to build senior developments in town.

We thifik that’s a good idea.

As more private companies target Salem and the rest of

Southern New Hampshire and the Merrimack Valley to sell

new housing to affluent seniors, it's important that state and

local leaders don’t forget about those with less resources.
When people who grew up in a town can’t afford to retire
there, the character of that town takes a turn for the worse.

It's important not to let that happen. B

1
b complex on Main Street have no obligation to provide for
I

[ S S
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- Road offer

1S good deal
for Salem

OUR VIEW

Salem officials should accept an offer to finish the
construction of Stiles Road.

Salem has long been the road to nowhere.

Built in the 1980s, the road was supposed to connect -

Pelham Road to Route 38. But developers never completed
the last 600 feet of Stiles Road because of a series of
mishaps, legal maneuverings and delays.
. Dozens of high-tech, financial and medical offices have
'since sprouted there, drawing hundreds of employees and
clients to the area each day — and jamming up traffic on
Pelham Road, surrounding residential streets and the on-
ramps to Interstate 93.

The town now has an opportunity to complete the road,
as early as next summer. It’s an opportunity officials should
not miss.

The development company, Salem Corporate Park Asso-
ciates, has offered the town $500,000 to help finish the
$600,000 project, Town Manager Jeffrey C. Towne recent-
ly told selectmen. The town would pay for the remaining
$50,000 to $100,000 by taking money from the road and
water capital-reserve funds.

Selectmen are expected to review the issue tonight.

The circumstances are not perfect. Some Budget Com-
mittee members have rightly questioned why town funds
should pay for part of the project, since the developers
were expected to pay for it all 15 years ago.

Mr. Towne points out that it’s difficult to hold the devel-
opers accountable now, since no legal documents were
signed in the 1980s requiring the company to finish the
road. That being the case, he considers the company’s offer
“a fair and equitable cost-sharing approach.”

He adds that Salem has learned a lesson from Stiles
Road, and now requires agreements in writing.

Regardless of the circumstances, we agree with resi-
dents and officials who say the area is a traffic nightmare
that needs relief now.

Businesses suffer when they are located on roads notori-
ous for heavy traffic. Potential customers try to avoid those
roads, as do prospective employees.

The car-cramped streets are also more dangerous for
drivers and pedestrians.

Selectmen should accept the offer Salem Corporate Park
Associates has made and do what is necessary to complete
the road.

The board should also make sure the lessons Mr. Towne
said were learned from the Stiles Road experience are
applied when future nlans come hefara tham

F or those who work there or live nearby, Stiles Road in




SALEM

5—/22/0/

finish Stiles Road

# Selectmen say the road extension will alleviate traffic

problems near Pelham Road.

By Jennifer D. jordan
Eagle-Tribune Writer

SALEM — Selectmen voted last
night to pay up to $153,000 of town
money to at last finish Stiles Road.

An earlier estimate to finish the
long-awaited road was $100,000,
but Town Manager Jeffrey C.
Towne said the new total includes
$28,000 in contingency fees,
$10,000 for traffic monitoring dur-
ing construction and $15,000 in
inspection fees, as well as all road-
work, water line installation, a
bridge over Porcupine Brook, and
a signal and road improvements at
the Route 38 intersection.

(3

Continued from Page 1
$653,000 project.

Just 600 feet of the busy profes-
sional and commercial street
remains unfinished, but the crucial
link to Route 38 was never complet-
ed when the road was built in the

1980s.

Today, residents and hundreds of

“The money had to be spent (on
the Stiles Road extension) and
hope the people support the pro-
ject,” said Selectmen Chairman
Philip A. Smith Sr. at the meeting,
held at Town Hall.

The money will come from two
capital improvement accounts:
$35,000 from water improvement
and $118,000 from roadway
improvement.

A development company that
was supposed to finish the road 15
years ago but never signed a con-
tract to that effect with the town,

agreed to pay $500,000 toward the -

Please see STILES, Page 2
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Towne said.

employees in dozens of businesses
located on Stiles Road are forced to
travel on Pelham Road, not far from
Exit 2 off Interstate 93, making a
bad traffic situation even worse,
Residential roads in the area are
falling into disrepair, as heavy
trucks and a high number of cars
travel on streets designed for much
lighter traffic. .

Enough is enough, selectmen said.

When the development company,
Salem Corporate Park Associates,
offered to pay $500,000 to finally fin-
ish the road, town officials were
delighted,

“Traffic is a number-one priority
in Salem, and this project will help
alleviate traffic problems,” Mr.

Also, without a signed document,
the town was powerless to force the
developers to finish the badly need-
ed road.

But some residents are angry tax
money is going toward a praject devel-
opers promised the town years ago.”

“I don’t like to be taken over the
coals,” said Brenda Sack, who
serves on the Budget Committee, “I
can’t afford it, nor can many of the
people who call me (to complain
about the project). The money could
be used elsewhere.”

Now that selectmen have approved
the project, it should get under way
this summer and be completed later
this year, Mr. Towne said.

e
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Board likes plan for smaller sh0p

¢ The Planning Board hopes the proposed new Dunkin’

Donuts building will i 1mprove the appearance of the Salem

Depot.

By Jennifer D. jordan
Eagle-Tribune Writer

SALEM — A plan to build a
Dunkin’ Donuts drive-through near
the Salem Depot will probably be
approved by the Planning Board
next month, despite some initial
concerns about traffic congestion.

Town Planner Ross Moldoff said
the board was “very positive” about
the proposal to tear down the exist-

: irig Dunkin’ Donuts on Route 28

and build a much smaller one, com-
plete with a drive-through. The
board reviewed the plan at Tues-
day night’s meeting.

The new Dunkin’ Donuts build-
ing, if given final approval, will be
1,500 square feet and will have
shingles, a pitched roof and some
landscaping, Mr. Moldoff said. The
current building is 2,800 square

feet and is a flat box shape. An Indi-

an restaurant in the back of the
building will have to move when
the structure is demolished. ,

“The (new building) is a great
model for what the Planning Board
would like to accomplish in the
Depot, in keeping with what we
consider New England style,”
Moldoff said.

The applicant, Quatro Donuts,
presented several versions of the
plan to the board over the past
year.

A key sticking point for the board
was concern about increased traffic
in the already-congested Depot

Please see SHOP, Page 4

Continued from Page 1

area, where Main Street and Route

28, or South Broadway, intersect.
Drive-through windows usually
increase traffic volume.

However, several nnprovements
such as added lanes in and out of the
site and extra room for cars waiting
to pull out onto Route 28, were
made. ,

“The traffic consultant told us that
there would be an increase in traffic,
but that it would be handled by the
improvements made to the site,” Mr.
Moldoff said.

In addition, peak hours for the
doughnut shop don’t coincide vm:b
peak hours for Depot traffic.

- The key hours for Dunkin’ Donuts
customers are 6 am. to 10 am. The
peak traffic time at the Depot is 3 to
6 p.m. weekdays, and from 10 am. to
3 p.m. on weekends, Mr. Moldoff
said.

Traffic can be so bad at the inter-
section on Friday afternoon, for
example, that cars on Main Street
can back up a half-mile on each side
of the intersection and northbound
traffic on South Broadway can back
up three-quarters of a mile,

The new building will have 10
seats inside and 13 parking spaces.
Employees will park in nearby park-
ing lots.

. l | el nad —*

Gretchen Erti/Eagle Tnbune
Traffic moves past the current Dunkin’ Donuts building on Route 28.
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- » Continued from page 1

In two questions, one asking
which intersection in town should be
the highest priority for improvements
and the other asking about a prefer-
ence for future economic develop-
ment, the Depot received a mean rat-
ing of 1.6 and 2.2, respectively, out of
five with one being highest priority.

“That was surprising,” said
Planning Director Ross Moldoff about
the economic .developinent option.
“We've been talking about that for
many, many years, but there’s really
been no sustained effort to do any-
thing there” -~ -

Moldoff said the two answers
about traffic and economic revitaliza-
tion go together. o i

. “People want the depot to be revi-
talized, but if you add the cost that will
take as part of the question, youll
probably 'get a different answer,” he
said. “The last time we asked this
question, we got the sarhe type of
response in favor of revitalization of
~ the Depot if state and federal funds
were available. If it was all local funds,
however, the response was negative.”

. For 40 years, town leaders have
been talking about what they need to
do to revitalize the Depot, but little
action has been taken because of the
many complications. associated with
the property, Moldoff said. '

“It's a complex issue with lots of
problems and lots of property own-
ers,” he said. “To solve the traffic prob-
lems, it was estimated in 1994 in the
order of somewhere around $7 mil-

' Jion, and that’s just taking down the

buildings and widening the roads.”

" Selectmen have been buying up
properties in the depot area when
they’ve come available ‘since 1990
‘when Rockingham Park was required
to contribute $69,000 per yearto &
depot trustfund. - =
" “But there’s been no consensus on
‘what we're going to do as far as build-
ings and infrastructure go, though
there have been ideas,” Moldoff said.

~ In the coming weeks, Moldoff and
the planning board will discuss some
of the options recommended to
address not only the Depot, but also
the rest of the master plan survey
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Town to hear

¢ Town Planner Ross
Moldoff says the number
of recent proposals to build
elderly housing is “very
unusual.”

By Jennifer D. jordan
Eagle-Tribune Writer

SALEM — When the Planning
Board hears a proposal to build 120
units of senior citizen housing
behind the Target store on Route
28 tonight, it will be the third time
in recent months it has reviewed a
plan for more elderly housing in
town. .

T.F. Moran Inc., a civil engineer-
ing firm, will present the plan to
build three 40-unit buildings with a
total floor area of 126,000 square
feet off Cluff Road. A separate
ruilding would serve as a club-
house and have amenities such as a
gym and pool. Each building would
have common area space for gath-
erings as well.

Each brick and vinyl-sided
building would have three floors
and a mixture of one- and two-bed-
room condominiums, said David
Jordan, vice president of T.F.
Moran.

“We've seen an increase in
senior housing projects in the
state,” Mr. Jordan said yesterday,
describing what he sees as the
growing push for housing dedicat-
ed to people 55 and over. The
senior pepulation is one of the
fastest growing in the country, he
said.

And Salem’s town planner

| HOUSING PROPOSED

| FOR SENIORS

1 Engineering firm TF Moran will present |
aplanto buggelrio units ofsmelderfy :
at tonight's Ptanni meeting.
The three buiidings WZL% be located on’
Cluff Road, off Rotte ZBnartheTm

at market

Fran Laney/Eagle Tribume

expects to see more plans for
elderly housing in the future.

“I'm absolutely expecting
more,” Town Planner Ross Mold-
off said. “I've had calls already
from people who are looking for
(senior housing).”

Mr. Moldoff said the number of
recent proposals to build such
housing is “very unusual.”

Please see HOMES, Page 10

Continued from Page 9

“I think it shows the demand for
the product,” he said. “Salem has a
relatively limited condominium
market,” and an even smaller mar-

ket for housing dedicated to people
| 55 and older, Mr. Moldoff said.

Later this summer, the board will
review a plan to build 140 units of
senior citizen rental apartments
behind Town Hall, called The Club
at Meadowbrook.

“We really specialize in doing
planned communmnities, but we’ve
gravitated toward the over 55 mar-
ket,” said Jim McBride of Commons
Development, the company that has
proposed the Meadowbrook apart-
ments. “We haven’t done an age-
restricted development before, but
we’ve noticed more and more of our
buyers are from the (55 and over)
age group.”

The Salem project, if approved,
will fill an important gap in Salem’s
housing market, Mr. McBride said.

“We're looking to fill the gap
between detached homes and assist-
ed living arrangements,” Mr.
McBride said. “We'll offer services
on site, like a concierge on call all
the time, but we won't provide meals
or be the direct provider of medical
services. We can coordinate medica)
services, however.”

Commons Development also
offered to make 10 percent of the
apartments available to seniors liv-
ing on fixed incomes at a reduced
rate. While the Planning Board

o

doesn’t require this for new develop
ments, it has started to ask develop
ers to consider it, Mr. Moldoff said.

Mr. McBride estimated the apart
ments will rent for between $90(
and $1,500 a month, but a rate for

- the-lower priced apartments is Stl

undecided.

Mr. Jordan said he doesn’t know
how much the condominium propos-
al he'll present tonight will sell for,
but said he believes the Londonder-
ry developer, Alcro Properties, will
consider a similar move and offer
some percentage of the condomini-
ums at a lower rate.

Earlier this month, the Planning
Board rejected a proposal to build
about 40 townhouses for senior citi-
zens off Main Street, citing concerns
about density and traffic.

The town created a senior citizen
overlay district in the late 1990s
which allows for a higher density of
development — about two and a half
times that of traditional zoning — to
encourage more housing dedicated
to the elderly. However, the Plan-
ning Board has broad discretionary
powers over whether or not to grant
the overlay district to developers,
and the board is particularly con-
cerned about location.

Ideally, senior citizens should be
near municipal services such as the
library and senior center and have
€asy access to stores and doctor’s
offices or transportation to these
places, Mr. Moldoff said.

The Planning Board meets at
Town Hall at 7 p.m.
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A link to town’s

+ A longtime town
employee and volunteer
retires from the planning
and zoning departments
after 25 years.

By Jennifer D. Jordan
Eagle-Tribune Writer

SALEM — After 25 years of

explaining complex zoming regula-
tions and helping residents deci-

pher site plans at the front desk,

Rosemarie “Ro” Hartnett is refir-
ing as administrative assistant for
the Community Development
Department.

“It was time,” Mrs. Hartuiett said
as she glanced through scrapbooks
containing pictures of coworkers
and stories about town history
she’s assembled over the years. “I
knew it would be this year, and my
husband and daughter have want-
ed me to retire for a while,” she
said. Mrs. Hartnett will turn 62
later this year, and she wants to
spend more time with her husband

12 years, Jimmy, who recently

ved from his job with the tele-
Pione company. “The future years
are a new beginning, and I want to

Ory retires

see what’s behind the doors that

are opening.”

People who have worked with
Mrs. Hartnett at Town Hall say
while they wish her well, they'll
miss her.

“She really is a wealth of knowl-
edge and experience,” said Town
Planner Ross Moldoff, who's
worked closely with Mrs. Hartnett
for 17 years. “She knows people in
town and the issues and complicat-
ed zoning ordinances and the histo-
1y of properties.” ‘

But Mr. Moldoff said he'll als
miss her friendship. Mrs. Hartnett
helped Mr. Moldoff settle in in
1983, and saw him get married and
have two children, while he shared
the marriages of her children and
birth of her four grandchildren
over the years.

“T'll miss just having a friend to
talk with throughout the day, both
about work and personal things,”
he said. “And I'll miss being able to
say, remember that preject, that
guy, that property? All that histo-
ry ” 5

;I‘own Manager Jeffrey C. Towne

said Mrs. Hartnett’s experience is
“impossible to put on paper.”

Please see EMPLOYEE, Page 10
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Mark Loverz/Eagle-Tribune

Ro Hartnett will retire from her post at Salem Town Hall after

25 years on the job.
L]

.

Continued from Page 9

“She’s been a familiar face at the
counter for so long, and there will be
a piece of history that leaves when

_..she leaves,” Mr. Towne said. “I know
she will be missed.”

But while Mrs. Hartnett said she’s
looking forward to having more time
to read, travel and spend time with
her children and grandchildren, who
live in Exeter and San Jose, Calif.,
she won’t be giving up her volunteer
work.

A trustee at Kelley Public Library
since 1994, Mrs. Hartnett will contin-
ue there, and serve on the board of

directors for the Salem Boys & Girls
Club. Mrs. Hartnett has chaired the
club’s annual auction for more than
10 years and also chaired the cos-
tume ball for Salem’s 250th celebra-

500 people. )
“She is one of the mast capable,
generous, enthusiastic and commu’;
nity-oriented person I've ever met,
said Library Director Eleanor
Strang. “She loves Salem and people
in town owe her a debt of gratitude.”
Ann Lally, president of Salem Co-
operative Bank and presidex}t of the
Boys & Girls Club board of directors,

agreed.

A

" “She’s a very dedicated individual

who always gives more than 100 per-
cent,” Ms. Lally said. “She believes
in what she does, and I know she gets
an enormous amount of satisfaction
knowing the enormous amount of
work has paid off (at the auction and
other fund-raisers).”

Mrs. Hartnett said that while she’s
hiappy to try new things, she knows
she’ll miss working at Town Hall.

“This is the hub of the community ‘

and you hear everything and you see
everything,” she said. “P'm going to
miss that.”

* As for the town she’s lived in for 30
years, Mrs. Hartnett said Salem pro-

vided her family with “a great family
life” and is a vital place to live.

“I think Salem is mistakenly called
a bedroom community,” she said. “T
think people here volunteer and real- !
ly contribute. Look at Field of
Dreams. Look at all Salem has, the
sports, the Boys & Girls Club. We
have everything we need right here.
We can worship here, shop here, go
to entertainment here. We have
everything.”

Mrs. Hartnett’s last day is Friday.
A farewell reception will be held in

the lower level of Town Hall that

day, from 2 to 4 p.m. The public is
invited.
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' CONSERVATION CRUSADER
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Retired farmer champions
Salem’s precious open space

® A Salem farmer remembers a different time, when
there were 300 cows in dairy farms along Zion Hill, few

houses and even fewer cars.

By Jennifer D. Jordan
Eagle-Tribune Writey

SALEM — Driving through
Saletn today, it's hard to believe the
town used to be full of dairy farms
and wide open spaces, instead of
shopping centers and housing

ents. :

Zion Hill Road in North Salem is
one of the few roads left that recalls
that agricultural past, and one man
in particular has been its
spokesman and protector —
William R. “Wally” Shultz, ;

The son of a dairy farmer who
bought the family homestead on
Zion Hill Road in 1909, Shultz con-
tinued the tradition, finally giving

But Shultz, now 85, wouldn't give
up the other part of his family’s
beritage — the almost 100 acres on
both sides of Zion Hill Road that his
father, the son of Polish immi-
grants, had passed on to him.

“I just bope my survivors aren’t
foolish enough to sell it,” Shultz
said Friday, as he gazed at the
meadows and woods be loves. “I've
never been tempted to sell. I was
born right here in this house, and T
like what I see when I look out. It's
mine. If I sold it, it would be dollar
bills, and I wouldi’t see anything.”

Many other farmers and
landowners in Salem have done
just that — sold their land to devel-

opers. Along Zion Hill Road ifself -

are dozeus of new homes, Shultz's
three daughters live on the road,
two of them just across the street
from Shultz’s farmhouse and barp,
But Shultz remembers a differ-
ent time, when there were 300 cows
in dairy farms along Zion Hill, few
houses, and even fewer cars. In
1900, only 2,041 people lived in
“Cow ire,” a3 some Massa-
chusetts residents called Salem.
He wants that past preserved.
For more thin 30 years, Shulty has
served on Salem’s Conservation

3"

Commission, fighting to save open
spaces and Salem’s agricultural
past, amid a backdrop of intense
growth and escalating land prices.
His late wife, Peggy, who died of
cancer 10 years ago, was ulso active
in conservation issues.

Last week, Shultz was honored
with a proclamation from the state
House of Representatives, request-
ed by state Rep. Stephanie Micklon.
Earlier this swinmer, the commis-

sion honored him by naming the
bridge in the Town Fgrest after
him. Both gestures left the guiet
farmer “ ” he gaid.
“He's our historian,” said Con-
Thomas Campbeli, who also bap-

pens to be married to Shultz’s

Please see WALLY, Page 5

Contirused from Page 3

daughter, Mary. “He helps us
remember what the town was like
50, 60, 70 years ago.”

As for developers pitching ideas to
the commission, claiming certain
areas aren’t prone to flooding or
never had a creek run through them,
Campbell said he trusts his father-
in-law’s memory more. Shutlz has
walked most of Salenr’s land aver
the years, and has hunted in its
woods and fished its rivers.

. “If he saysaprpmrty‘iswet,it’s '

wet,” Campbell said. -
Conservation Commission mem-
. ber and former selectman George
Jones sgreed.
“Wally has a very genuine, per-
smnal coneern shast nroeearainr me o

space in Salem, and he's worked

very hard to ensure the open space
around his home has stayed that
way,” Jones said: “He could have
sold his land long ago and made a

did sell twe small parcels of land

- near his home to two churches. One

was later resold to the Conservation
Commission and the other is home
to Trivmphant Cross Lutheran
Church.

Shultz used the money to travel
with his wife, a decision he still
regards with plessure as he recalls
their trips: to Florida, Hawaii, Cana-
da, Yellowstone National Park and
the Grand Canver.

is grandchildren who fish and play
and skate on the land, and his

‘danghters, who still grow sweet

corn, tomatoes, cucumbers, beans,

and peas. A family of rabbits liveg in |

the barn with a retired race horse.
Walking the property, Shultz
points to a cluster of blue spruce
trees he remembers planting as a
boy of 10. They now tower 100 feet
over the house he was born in.

OVer & century agu. It still bears fruit
in his back yard.

“All this used @ be pasture,” he
said, looking at the wooded fields
behind his home: “I just love open

nares Tamo >hoavien enntto fo .



w
1

- -

'POPsIU SBM Louow
9I0m JIBI[D PWBIDQ II WIYM
‘Yarepy 15Bd 5743 000°0SHS Jatpour
pue Iead 398[ 103f01d A pIemoy
000'059$ psaoxdde siojop

"poIB0] A[[BNIUSD Jou
pue pedweid §] 'proy SIUIIMR]
U0 paygo0] 'I93UsO JUALING YY,
*29]U90 JOIUIE MOU B 20 00G00SS
Bunwuop 4q 105foxd 3y3 ojut 31

191U JOoTU9s Mau J10f uefd saaroirdde

#M3u pejoafur ureaBuy 1qqog puw
8ST1Y FIUBPIET WILR ‘T84 188

' ‘Burads jxau
193foad 373 93a1dmoo puw ‘syyey

I3)UIM 910§9q ¥I0M AIUOSEUWN pUE |

UOHEPURO} Ystuy o3 sy [od ayJ,
"Rird 1RUQY I89U PaIRo0] ‘B8po]

Jo 9oa1d s8xv] B proaw o0} j89q

A0Y JA[053I 8B J[em 58 }aBpng

UOHIIA 91§ 9u3 wIglim RIS 1o3f

-01d aY3 2ansus 0} WNIOMNI [IM
BUTI0M § UMO] DI} PIBS JUMOT,

‘qormsdy maN
J0 $IIRIDOSEY UOI[TWRY oonig
4q poudtsop sem Supling oy
pue ‘308{oxd ay) Joy ULy Suwmseu
-1BUB o) 51 WIMS JO WRIOWY 'd'L,
‘156fo1d 913 107 298euviu HORONYS
-U0d S1) 88 JAISS 03 19IRYWY JO
801810058y WInIdMY Yiim Buney
-083U 1T0S 57 UMO) 343 ples uMmoy,
0 Avajzer 1e8vuBl umoy

-'Ppo9u 81 eovds aJow [puN pays:

~URUN UIetuad [[I4 389) alwnbs
000y Inoqe Bunnsesw Jooyy
PUOTAS JIB{[BWS ¥ SWOOIYIRG
pue 901330 ‘Baaw uondsrss ‘woos
B1JBIO PUB S1I¥ ‘WUOOI PIBO ‘UI00L

4 )
Butap ‘weyoili ® ‘wooa nogouny
~Rnw Jooj-3r8nbs-Gop s B aInyway
4 Buipiing oM ‘wonppe uy

'PIES JJOPION

‘savwds Bunjred Qo1 uvgy adow

3A9Y pU¥ ABMNIRJ [RLIOWSY sUB

~I819A JJ0 189] 09 INOYR 315 [[LaA Buy
-PIING pIoqde[o Ar01S-0m3 o4,

‘TeH uMoy jg 8y

-jssw v I8 Josfoxd ayy Bupacadds
230739 1993 g7 paxmnbaa oyl jo
PBIISUY 103] T AQ PROJ §83508 Up
wody ‘Is3ue) Jorueg weafuy og;
pal[es ‘Buipring wowpm 9° 1§ sY1

oBQ 398 03 suw[d puw s[rvIap mﬁk

ST wonOINNSUo 11e3s 01 9doy 4o Aes spepigo umal, ¢

, &)

-deospuey pIssnostp preoq sy,
‘FJOPION 880Y 101081 Butuueg
pres ,90s{o1d syl yiim plesiog
SAOW 0] UMO} SY) IOJ SNOIXUER §
pue ‘weld ot Yim pessardurt Lioa

§1 paeog Buruuv(d ayy Xuny 1,
‘Joafoad psyedonar yonw
941 premloy Suraowr ‘3ySru ise|
ABMIa [BLIOWOW SUBINDA 330
I93U32 X0MWas 100J-2180b5-000's]
M9Uu B pling 03 sue[d poAordds

pIwog Bupumeld 941 — WATVS

43 aunqu-a3og
uepaof ¢y Jojpuusf g

L

Teoq

WITVS

10)s/




UBNOIG- N, T JO @sneosq 4]
~[BONBUIRID da0xdur [ Bors 15y
Sygen Nump 1, "pies sumoy, ,‘ogzen

SI Weeg UF s1va4 oy In0QE pay[em

§8Y 3U0A13A3 JwY) pnsst ouo oy,
"ABpRINYY, 358] pazy
-[BUy sem 181 Jusduoaile mou o
PIeso} 3unpios pup ‘fiuond & proy
BOTHS JO 199§ paystugun (09 i8]
o 3upyewr 05 wy pasrexd UMO,
Ppue ‘ead 1se] pauBiEal osmy, 310J3q
‘Auedwos justudolesap ayy uy [ed

“oupd g ‘aouuel Yol iq s Sm
-JeRO30U PILINS SSITY, UH[ J0108Y]
Justudoreas(y Aimmummoy JguLiog
“Aroye8and wogonnsuoy
a1 pars8uyy Jo9foid sy ‘sawad oy
PUY ‘pIes sumoy, ‘000'001$ 1800 proad
ot Bugaydwios ‘swmg jeqy 18 3ng ofe
SI894 g7 UBY} 930W 08 0p 0] poaisy
Amedwon Juowidorsasp aip se ‘RO
34} yspuy o) Asuow Lue Burked st
U103 3133 1a8dn a8 SJLAPISAT W0
"esTwreld Teqaes ® puodaq
Auedwod 8yl Ym justmesrfe

[BULID] OU pRY WSIBG £¥ ‘aUMO],
soseald 3811 18] ® ‘Aredmos Juswdo
-[943p ay) 4q 203 pred q rm Joafoxd
9y JO ¥[Nq 91} ING "SPUNJ 9AIISRT
[e3rded Juowaaordwr s9yem pue

- ARMDROI WOy $9109 Astow sy,

- 199foud uoj g

‘UORBIRISUT SUT] J2)BM
PUe 539] uondsedst ‘uonoesIsiy g
21noy 643 38 sjuswsAoIdu] prROT pue
[BUBIS B “Yoolg omdnoung 1340 184
-InO DUCISPYaY & Joj Astiow Surpniow
‘Jooload oyy s3sdwies 0y 000'ESTS T8

. eeyBnoagam sup fo ssrwag
o [ 0 4t s 19

000G umoj o

-UORIPPE U UL ¥OTH T4 Umoj a1y,

: “pouueld Afreutduio
5 ‘PROY [1OM0T/gE 3oy 03 3 paxuy
I8AU INQ SORET 53 ] peoy weyyed
330 pROY $SME Jymq ey Luedmrod
JuswmdorpAdp o3 'BOIBI0ESY NaBg
aivrodio) wores woly 000°0053
d0J Y9am 18R] 094D B PIAISIG]
susog, *p Asagep sofuuwpy umor

j0/ed )8
000€5T$

T804 1Xau
S UrpLe pajaduwos 8q Afreny ffia
¥30foud peoy seing syy sisaddr 4
15%] 8uo; 38 3nq ‘BuyBurim Jo junows
418] B pU® SIB[OD LOI[[IW B jiey
‘89PBISD 01 00 I — WHTVS

A3UM sungu-afey
uepaof *q Jojuue| ig

“13foxd peor e s3a1dwos o

ONIPPE Ue 3InqLOuOD [[im UMOI UL, o

Al Auedwo



+* Stay out

- of the new
chief’s way

; OUR VIEW
Salem’s new police chief; not local politics,
- should be in charge of the Police Department.
Paul Donovan is scheduled to become Salem’s new

police chief next week. o ,

Donovan is leaving his job as captain in the Hartford,
Conn., Police Department to take over for former Chief
Stephen B. Mac Kinnon, who left in June after seven tumul-
tuous years as chief. - , "

As he was leaving, Mac Kinnon told The Eagle-Tribune
he had been surprised by the intensity and personal nature
of the attacks leveled against him. o

“Salem is a very political town and I'll be frank, I think
I'm drained. I'll miss the personal relationships I've made,
but I'm happy to be leaving the politics.”

While there is room for debate over how effective Mac
Kinnon was while serving as chief, there’s no doubt the pol-
itics both within the department and outside of it can be
overwhelming. ' S

That’s why it’s so important for Town Manager Jeffrey C.
Towne and Salem’s Board of Selectmen to give Donovan all
the financial and logistical support he needs, while letting
him run his department his way. : ‘

. Towne made a mistake last week: when he promoted

" police Sgt. Philip A. Smith Jr. to lieutenant before Donovan
arrived. It's not a question of whether Smith is qualified to
be lieutenant; he may very well be. ‘

But Towne’s decision to promote Smith, the son of Select-
man Philip A. Smith, before Donovan arrived sends a mes-
sage that it’s politics as usual againin Salem. = = . ‘

Any promotions should be made by Donovan after he’s
been chief long enough to learn all the personalities in the
department. ~ o

A frequent complaint about Mac Kinnon, who came from
a smaller department in Exeter before taking the Salem job,
was that he was too mlich administrator and not enough cop.

That’s not the case with Donovan — the Connecticut cop
is a 22-year-veteran who's worked on the department’s
SWAT team for 14 years busting gangs and cracking drug
cases. - ‘

By all appearances, he seems to have both the street
experience that Salem cops said Mac Kinnon didn’t and the
administrative experience to run the department.

He's coming from a much bigger department and has
survived both the Hartford streets and the Hartford City
‘Council. -

He will still have to battle the notion held by some rank
and file cops that the chief should have come from within
the ranks.

We disagree with that.

Letting people decide who their hnss chanld ha ic nftan




“It's really a safety 'issue,” Camp-

bell said yesterday. . :
“So many people use the fores

now, walking, looking at birds, that

we just don’t think (hunting) is a

- compatible activity.”

Black powder hunting using muz-

zle loaders and bows and arrows has

been allowed since the town opened
the forest in 1991, but only a few
deer are killed during the November
to December hunting season each
year, Campbell said.

“The entire herd is only about 20
to 25 animals,” Campbell said,
adding the deer population hasn’t

- exploded as it has in some other

areas. ‘
“That issue has been discussed,
and if the herd ever got out of con-

trol, we would probably have a spe-

cial hunting season,” he said.
But this year, the vote may not be
unanimous. :
Some residents have been outspo-
ken about losing one of the last local

places. to hunt, and Campbell said
Selectman James Holland, who sits -
on the commission, may have mis-

givings about the ban,

“People do get sensitive when |

they think we’re taking away some-
thing they might want to do,” Camp-
bell said. ‘

“But it’s not as though we have
hundreds and hundreds-of animals
here, and there are lots of hunters.
We just don’t think it’s a safe activi-
ty in this location.”

The Conservation Commission
will meet at Town Hall at 7 p.m.
Wednesday.

] . Y ‘
# The Conservation .
Commission is the final

authority on hunting
matters in Salem.

By Jennifer D. jordan
Eagle-Tribune Writer

SALEM — Conservation commis-
sioners will likely ban all hunting in
the Town Forest when they meet
next week,

Last year, the commission voted
unanimously to ban firearms in the
200-acre forest, located off Route

iz 111, baut
$€It’s really a th’mougmkhfmy
Asaf ety issue. selectmen
So man peo- had the
I g;w final say on
,;,P € use the matter,
forest now, In fact,
: the com-

-walking, look- the com
e : . mission is
angatbirds,  the fina
“that we just zuthgfty on
" : / " hunting
,:‘;fio" ¢ .thm;f ' matters,
“(hunting) is  and  the
: - group will
acompahbfe probably
move to ban
bow-and-
arrow hunt-
ing as well,
said Chair-
man
Thomas
Campbell.

Campbell,
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- Survey may be surprised to learp ;

Space

left for

® More than 600 residents
responded to a survey
asking them what issues
they most care about.

By Jennifer D. Jordan
Eagle-Tribune Writer 7

SALEM —. Citizens who listed res-
ideptial growth an.d traffic among

Salem hag room for 2,700 more
homes,
Officialg determined this after

Residents are invited to discygs
the issue and Several others, inclyd-
ing the need for more affordable

commercial development at a mas-
ter plan public hearing at 7 p.m.



Continued fr—o-m Page 1

tomorrow in Town Hall. .

More than 600 residents respond-
ed to the survey, which asked them
what issues they most care about.

“More than 70 percent said the
town should do more to control
growth,” Moldoff said. “Anytime
you get a response that high, town
government should pay attention.”

The town can limit development
in a variety of ways, mcludmg levy-
ing impact fees, capping building
permits, or buymg land for conser-
vation or recreation, Moldoff said.

" “Currently, the cap is at 130 new
homes a year, and a lot of the people
who move here have children, which
drives up school costs,” Moldoff
said. “A lot of people sa1d they want
the town to start buymg more land,
but that can be expensive.”

- About one out of every four Salem
‘households responded to the master

-plan survey. Moldoff said he was
‘both pleased and surpnsed with the
response.

’ 4
“Some things did surprise me, like
80 percent of these who responded
said they want higher standards for
landscaping and screening for .
future commercial growth,” Moldoff
said. “That’s something I think has

’been needed for a long time.”

Respondents said they oppose
allowing tall buildings of four to five
stories along Main Street.

Residents also pinpointed specific '
locations as traffic problems, such as
Main Street between the Fisk and
Woodbury Schools and the intersec-
tion of Routes 28 and 111.

“This (survey) was not typical, in

- that it’s not Just the Planning Board

saying ‘this is what we think should
be done,” Moldoff said. “We asked
resments instead. This is a good
point for people to get involved and
participate.”

Residents who can’t make it to
tomorrow’s meeting can watch it on
Channel 17 or read a copy of the
town’s master plan at Kelley -
Library, Tewn Hall or on the Inter-
net at: www.ci. salem.nh.us.
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Celestica

1S moving
to Salem

@ Employees,
manufacturing will be
shifted to Cisco Systems’
Salem plant.

By DENIS PAISTE
Union Leader Staff

Celestica Inc. is leaving the
building specially built for it at
Pease International Tradeport in
Portsmouth to take up residence
in Cisco Systems Inc.’s sprawling
Salem facility, where it will em-
ploy about 470.

Toronto-based Celestica is leas-
ing two of four quadrants, ap-
proximately 260,000 square feet,
at Cisco’s New England Manufac-
turing Center, off Northeastern
Boulevard, in Salem. The facility
is near Exit 2 off Interstate 93.

About 350 Celestica employees
will be moved to Salem from Ce-
lestica manufacturing facilities in
Portsmouth and in Lowell, Mass.
Additionally, 120 current Cisco

employees in Salem will become
Celestica employees.

“T’'ll be moving the Portsmouth
organization in the month of Jan-
uary and moving the Lowell man-
ufacturing site in February, and
then all the residual stuff will
move in March, and we'll vacate
both the Portsmouth and Lowell
site the end of March,” said Tony
DeVito, Celestica’s vice president
and general manager for New
England, based in Lowell, Mass.

Celestica will take over manu-
facturing for Cisco’s photonics
and optical transport business
units in Salem. Cisco will contin-
ue to staff a new product intro-
duction unit and a warehouse
that together employ 150, said
Cisco spokesman Joe Freddoso in
Research Triangle Park, N.C.
There will be no loss of jobs, he
said.

CELESTICA, Page A12
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OUR VIEW

Towns must control development
or it will control them.

property taxes to pay for everything from schools t6

town and county services, officials fight with leaders |
from nearby communities to attract retail and commercial
development. ‘ ‘

The more malls, restaurants and manufacturing compa-
nies that move to town, the bigger the tax base. And as the
tax base expands, property tax bills shrink.

No town in Southern New Hampshire has done a better
job luring retail and commercial development to locate
within its borders than Salem.

The town has a tax base of $2.3 billion, $775 million of
which comes from Salem’s hundreds of retail and manu-
facturing businesses, from Macy’s Department Store and
Circuit City to Cisco Systems Inc., and of course the Mall at
Rockingham Park. - :

That means Salem’s tax rate is $19.50 per $1,000 of .
assessed value, markedly lower than what residents in simi-
larly sized Keene pay. Keene’s tax rate is $32.65 per $1,000.

But as reported in the seventh part of our ongoing series,
“Southern New Hampshire at the Crossroads,” there’s a
price to be paid for rapid development. ‘

That’s true in Salem, particularly on Route 28, the gate-
way to New Hampshire for thousands of Massachusetts
residents who flood across the border to enjoy New Hamp-
shire’s sales tax-free status.

Drive down Route 28 in Salem and you'll see why some
people point to it as the classic example of how not to plan
commercial development. Tattoo parlors, ramshackle
storefronts and a seemingly endless collection of aging or
rundown strip malls. The same problem — to a lesser
degree — exists in Plaistow on Route 125.

“ just wish it would go away,” Conservation Commission
Chairman Thomas Campbell said about the eyesores on Route
28. “I do understand the need for the tax base, and I'm very
thankful it helps to keep my property taxes down, but there are
aesthetic problems and crime issues that come with it.”

That's why it's so important for officials to control and
monitor development in their towns, even as they continue
to encourage companies to move in.

Establishing impact fees for new development, conduct-
ing traffic studies and requiring businesses to use land-
scaping and screening are all reasonable ways for towns to
control development.

Until New Hampshire changes its tax system, towns will
continue to rely on commercial development to help broad-
en their tax bases. ‘

But it’s important for town leaders to control develop-
ment, otherwise development can end up controlling a town.

I n a state like New Hampshire, which relies heavﬂy oh
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