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By Bill Murph
Eg'gle-'l‘ribnne ‘gﬂter
LONDONDERRY, NH. — The
town morals committee is urg;
en to approve a policy that
would prevent strip joints from
opening on the town’s main road,
Route 102, ar any other street.
~~The Committee o Public
Decency formed two

Such a message would likely
prevent strip joints from opening,
since the.liquor commissioneers
are “‘very. conservative in general
and take into consideration very
strongly how a community feels"”
about strip shows, according to
ectwoman Anita Davidson.
The "morals committee’s rec-
ommendation will be debated
tomorrow night at a public hear-
ing at 7:30 in the School Board
room at Town Hall.

. The plan to open a club in the

Yin-Her fell through. The build-
ing’s owner did not initially know
the prospective tenant intended to
open a strip club. When he found
out, he quashed the deal].

& - ] o —

But the morals committee went

on with its work becg

use most

members said they were afraid
Londonderry would find itself in
the position of Salem, which found

itself powerless to stop

an ‘adult

video store ﬁ'omopening lin Igst’

year.

o X
Therecommeudedpoﬁcywmﬂé

ban only strip shows. The commit:

_ the majority’s hard-line
tyviews Do

* Member Kenneth Ha

. tee s still looking at ways the town
in Might prevent adult

) ﬁfqni'opening.andm nude 4

““They want to go after everything.
They made nude dancing the foun-,

dation of their protest.”” * .
Besides nude dancing, nearly
spoke of banning an adult yideo

channel available .

~ the

town’s cable provider, adult videg
sections in complete’ video » stores s
and some nude magazines from‘ ]

stores. ,
“They differentiate

 between

big, national magazines, the Play-
boys and Penthouses, that show
air-brushed women and lower-

>

said.

strip shows on Reute 102

grade magazines,” Mr. Hajjar
Mr. Hajjar said he opposes

, but that-

there might be some locations in

town where they should
ed.

be allow-
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ial, which suggested resolutions for local of-
ficials. - Te
* . What most of them keyed on was the issue of

Selectmen. -

'setting goals and planning by the Board of -
Joedyid e o0 o discover and implement cost savings mea-
t* Perhaps the issue bears further perusal. =~ -

i By and large these days, the Board of Sel-
jectmen and town government in general have
;become reactive bodies. . )

> Some o

‘current budget crunch. - :

;. However, not all of the general laéiki Qf irximo-w‘ o
svation, creativity and new ideas is because the

town is operating on a lower budget than the
‘previous year. . e e

' The Board of Selectmen and the Town Man-
_ager have come up with little that is innova-
tive. Yes, some cost savings measures have

‘been implémented, for example, a new over- .
policy in the Fire Department, but onlyin
. cooperative learning, distance learning and

time
‘response to decreased budgets. o
.~ But what new ideas, programs or issues

have come forth which could have a positive

‘benefit for the town? -~
 They are not

e vl

'Even Joseph Gagnon’s presentations are lar-

‘gely: repeats pfgghin‘g:s'hegas done in past -

years, 1 Tl e e T K ; R 2 .
-+ A resident came up with a new idea. The

Town Meeting even passed a resolution on it.

‘Ten months later, the Board of Selectmen has
-Yet to act on it. According to the resolution,
they must report to the 1992 Town Meeting.

‘Having taken no action on it at this point, one -

wonders how comprehensive a report they can

* Many people responded t5 last week's editor.

f this can be laid at the door of the ~

oming from the Board of -
_That board is too busy reacting to things.

give thdt:bddf;r. And if they don't give one at

- all, who will take them to task for it?

We are, of course, discussing the proposal by
resident Thomas Linehan to establish some
sort of incentive program for town employees

sures. We are not taking a stand either for or

- against this proposal, merely pointing out that

it is one of the few new ideas to be put forth in
town government in the past year — and it

came from a resident and not a member of a -

governing body. .

Across the street, the School Board seems to
have no trouble coming up with new ideas.
That body worked on a long-term strategic
plan for a year, a school housing committee,
and continues to explore ways to better utilize
school facilities. Windham students will attend
Salem High School, vocational equipment will
be used in adult education, multi-grade educa-
tion is being explored, as are such concepts as

technology in the classroom.

While some of these new ideas come with a
price tag and some will not be implemented, at
least there is a healthy flow of creative juices
working on the school side of the street.

Why is this creativity and flexibility, so vital
to good town government, absent in the Board
of Selectmen?

It is time for the board to work together. It is
time for the board to have goal setting ses-
sions. It is time for the board to have ongoing
projects to work on, instead of rubber stamp-
ing or political posturing.

It is time for the board to act, instead of
react.
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Pastors lead

‘Londonderry
protest move -

ol

By Bill Murphy
Eagle-Tribune Writer

LONDONDERRY, N.H. — Selectmen
adopted a policy last night they hope keeps
strip joints from opening in town.

Following a public hearing, selectmen
voted to inform the Statenl::rx'
sion of its opposition to dancinz in
bars and taverns.

attemptbyonegrouptoimpweiwvahm
on another.

Kmethﬂajjar amemberofﬁleem-
mittee on public decency, also spoke
against the policy. While he is oppposed to
nude dancing at the Route 102 site, he said
the town should not seek to ineffect ban

dancmg everywehre

SelectwomanAnitaDavl&onhassaid
sudxapohcyistantamountﬁoabnn
because the Liquor Commission weighs
heavilyacommumty’spoﬁhouonnnde
dancing. -

The outcry over nude dancing arosehst

month when a Methuen man, Bruce Hol-
land.proposedopenmgastripjdntinme*‘

former Yin-Her Restaurant on Route 102.

Sevetalpastorsleameddmepmpom
mdurgedpanshxmstomtoaselect
men’s meeting on the following Monday to
protest. About 60 crowded a Town Hall

meeting room, demanding the club not be
aﬂowedtoopen

Several people pointed out the club
would next to a pre-school in a strip mall.

After the uproar, the owner of the build-
ing refused to go through with the plan to
lease the site to Mr. Holland. Selectman
set up the Committee on a Public Decency
to study what the town’s position should be
on nude dancing and whether it could pass
a law or policy that will stand up in eourt.

& navnenittan’s wank io nd Anna A

R
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Moldoff ties 1992 construction
to state of economy

Salem Planning Director Ross Mol-
doff said recently that he believes 1992
will continue the slow development
and construction trends of 1991 until
the national economy begins to rec-
over, according to arecent articlein the
Salem Observer.

He did cite several major projects
that received planning board approval
which should help the construction
industry here in town during the begin-
ning of 1992. Among them are the
Home Depot project on the old Fireside
Inn Motel/Fishland Restaurant site on
Rt. 28, the Shaw’s Supermarket prop-
osal for the old Channel Home Build-
ing site in the Rockingham Mall and
construction of MVP Sports in the for-
mer Alexander’s Supermarket site on
Rt. 28.

Moldoff said that he believes more
people will be looking for retail prop-
erty in Salem as a result of the presence
of a regional mall - The Mall at Rock-
ingham Park. One example of the resid-
ual effect of the new mall is the Toys R
Us on Veteran’s Memorial Parkway
across from the Salem Police Station.

Despite what Moldoff terms the local
economic downturn in 1991, the Salem
Planning Board and the town’s build-
ingdepartment had full agendas through-
out the year.

Theyear-to-date construction figures
for 1991 were surprising in light of the
recession. According to the planning
department, Salem’s building figure
was $25,664,000 for the year. That fig-
ure is equal to similar levels recorded in
Salemin 1983 and 1984 right before the
building boom that lasted from 1985-
1988. Itis also slightly smaller than the
1989 total of $26.9 million. The 1990
figure of $62.6 million goes off the chart
and is not really a fair barometer of the
building status that year due to the

huge amount of construction that took
place when the new mall was put up.

Last year saw the approval of many
major projects by the planning board.
Included there are a 24-unit affordable
housing project on Pleasant St.; a 16-
lot subdivision on Gordon Ave.; a nine-
hole golf course and 87-unit condomin-
imum project off Town Farm Road;
5,000 and 6,500 sq.-ft. additions on
Industrial Way; a community park and
playground project on Geremonty Drive;
a H4-seat addition to the Weathervane
Restaurant; a mini-golf course on No.
Broadway; and a gas station and con-
venience store on the Dairy Queen site
on Rt. 28.

The board also concentrated on some
long-term planing via the Depot Task
Force and Master Plan Advisory Com-
mitee issues.

In 1992, Moldoff points to several
projects that could help keep some of
the local builders, developers and con-
trators above water. They include the
subdivision off Golden Oaks Drive; the
Salem Willows site plan on Rt. 28; two
shopping center proposals- one for No.
Broadway and one for So. Broadway;
and affordable housing projects for
Millville St. and lawrence Road.

The J.C. Penney anchor store at the
new mall should open early this spring
and construction is expected to begin
on the fourth anchor store sometimne
this year. Other projects expected to be

completed this year include the Field of

Dreams playground and the Weather-
vane expansion project, as well as the
above mentioned Shaw’s, Home Depot
and MVP Sports undertakings.
Moldoff predicts a continuation of
the trend we've seen in the last couple
of years and a possible upturn by the
middle or end of 1992 in construction.

Son/Daughter meeting slated for March

The officers of the SCA are pleased to
announce that the Son/Daughter Get-
together will be held on Thursday,
March 19, at the regularly scheduled
membership meeting at Harris’ Pel-
ham Inn.

All members attending March’s meet-
ing are encouraged to bring along their
sons and daughters - no matter what
their ages may be. There will be special

prices in effect that night for children
12 and under as well as for those that
are between 13 and 18. Joe Caradonna
will have all the details available at
January’s meeting on the 16th and
further updates will appear in the next
couple of bulletins.

Mark that date now; Thursday, March
19 at the Pelham Inn. It promises to be
a delightful family evening of fun.
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Reflecting on board actions

The Board of Selectmen discussed s valid
concept this past Monday evening, but left
several points out of the conversation.

issue we are talking about is an eco
nomic development committee. It's been done
& before in Salem and many other communites
with some success
+  PromotingSalem as a good place in which to
do business makes sense.

However, the time for this committee to form
was years ago. By the time the committee

;< completes its research, makes recommenda

*.tions and sees them implemented. the econ
omy will have gone through a natural re
adjustment

People need jobs now

Local businesses need other businesses to
attruct people to Salem now

Sslem needs additional tax reve

This measure is like
i severed artery

Still the fact that sel
step, albeit late, is better
good may come of it yet

s
.
.
.

Wil have to wait
“aw

T composition of this committee also gives
us pause. It is largely composed of m
officials — the town mi
tor, engineering director, a selectman
planning board member. There are two 1
bers of the Chamber of Comme on this
committee also. However, there are no citizens
at-large sitting on this committee. There are no
unemployed persons represented Frankly, we
think the committee, as it now stands is t
small. With 350 members in the Chamber
Commerce, surely more than two have some

: thing to contribute to this committee. Why
¢ limit membership to such a small and exclu-
sive circle?

The Master Plan Advisory Committee is just
completing a project in which many members
had a part. The members were solicited through

y Dewspaper articles, word of month, and tele
vised planning board discussion They num-
bered upwards of 30. While it is not alwavs
advisable to have large numbers of peopleon a

% committee, the reverse is true also. It is impor

» tant that this committee represent s broad
spectrum of business and employment inter

esta, not just municiy government
“e e

1cipal

The other issue which came to hight dur
Monday evening's
reactions to the F
Park and Playground

r

Chairman David Tilton told the playground
organizers that it was “your” playground.

This project belongs to everybody. It is not
just one little group's pet charity. It is an
endeavor which will have a lasting impact on
the character and identity of the community.

The discussion then turned to the topic of
trustees Lo sit on the Field of Dreams Foundy-
tion. This foundation would ensgre that the
park is properly maintained withotiax dol-
lars,

Steve Cunningham, one of the Foundatio
campaign members, was explaining the issge
to selectmen when Selectman Joseph Gagnon
began velling at him. Let there be no mustake.
By velling, we mean speaking heatedly, with |
voice raused and arms Festiculating

Cunningham is a long-time resident of S
lem. He does not hold public office. He s nota
town employee. He is simply & Salem citizen
As such, he should be able to appear before the

ywn fathers and be treated with respect and
consideration. H simply a volunteer and if
the material he presented the board was an
clear, Gagnon could hav e questioned him about
it in an even-toned, level-headed manner

We find Gagnon’s treatment of an average
citizen of the town to be simply unconsciona-

It is this type of behavior which truly
ndates other resic from attending
fimen & meetings or voicing their opin
wons. Gagnon's very overbearing and, yes,
1 ¢ nner, 18 as much of a threat to
xpression as he claims being
of order is
we must ask, does the Board of Select-
men as a whole allow this kind of treatment of
Its ¢ T ¢ Gagn
are clearly representative of his general atti
tude towards the citizen of Salem, the board's
gilence about his behaviors is just s ¢ I
indicative of their stance. T heir mlence gives
him license to continue to treat all who appear
before the board — local political figures, town
employees and average citizens — with dis
respect, unprofessionalism, censure, scorn and
a total lack of dignity

We are not surprised that Cunningham be

came a little hot under the collar himself, but
k lid an admirable job maintain

have been l

L0 main

& actions
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Salem looks to the future to see what wc

{,,BRIEFS

Passport center
planned for

Pease buildings

invest $5 million o upgrade |
facmﬁuhamv&md:

passport processing center at

the former Pease Air Force |

Base, afler reaching 2 lense

sgreement on the bolldigs.
The Pease Development

Authority and Op US State

Department agreed on a lease .
the former base ; |
and comunissary fo

phn for
ox
mzmmmu

expected to employ up to 4@
people.

The bulldings, at 129,000

square feet, will be leased for $1°

per syaitre fool plus utililien

Ski area cuts hours
because of economy
PLYMOUTH, MK -~ The

. v Hampshire and Massa-
chuselts school vacations Feb.
18-38.

‘“The economy, adverse
weather and flu epidemic
makes this necesgary,” said
Bill Krikarian, general manag-
er. “When times are tough, you
make 2 decision to cut out the
least profitable days.”

Repuablican challenges
Swett for Congress
CONCOBD, N.H. - The for-

Steve Duprey plans to
Jammounce. Fridey that bhe will
Republican womi-
for the Ind District soat
; now ocoupled by Dick Swett,

whoe unsented Republican

Chack Donglas in 1960 after Mr.
Dovging served only one term.

Man dies from
injuries in accident

IIJ}; NE, was
o y i the
deaq e wl;p.mg a

DOVG'OP From page 11

" ang forcing officials to consider
new wavys to iure deveiopment to

. outer limits of town.

| Population grew by a scant

¢ }500 people. But elderly popula-

Hedgehog Park: The Master P

. areas.

tions went up 38 percent during the
decade. Teen-agers, ages 1013,
dropped by 28 percent.

Those population shifts create
“z lot of interesting implications,”
Mr. Moldoff said as far as future

schools. Elderly. nursing homes

$sd group home projects could
. he said.

;. Critics bave said Salem is over-
developed. Mr. Moldoff responds
hat the Master Plan is an attempt
& manage development. “We try

wih as a catalyst Lo solve
housing developments and mmgm 4

ems,” he said.
He cites the Mall at Rocking-

ham Park owpers who paid for
numerous road and intersection
improvements that the town could
not afford.

Master Plan Chairman Hareld
Berry, a selectmnan candidate,
said, [ think it's very difficult to
say this is too much for the town of
Salem, because different areas

‘Business boomed while Planners eye

POPULATION: Salem had 1,600
additional residents mave in
| between 1380 and 1990. In 1960,
i there were 24,124 residents. In

1990, there were 75 746.
| That was less than Derry,
! which had 11,000 more residents
. move in during the decade. In
| 1960, there were 18,875 and it bal-
13
3

: looned to 29,603 by 1990.

| HOUSEHOLD COUNTS: Salem
I grew by 13.3 percent in the mim-
| her of between 1980

E and 1980. In 1980, there were 8,108
| reported That grew te
t B1B%in 1980,

| cant incrense i age populsfion
¢ was eiderly people aver 65 years
| ofd. That age group totaled 1,882
: peopieinmao,andby!m,mere
| were 2,529 elderly residents.

 The mest significant decrease
I age groups were leen-agers
| which fell 275 percent between
. 1980 and 1990. In 1980, there were

4888 10- to 19-year-olds living in
- Salem. Bui in 1990, the number
dropped down to 3,400,

BUSINESS GROWTN: Commer-
cial, reisil and industrial growth
outpaced population growth in

population inched up

Salem from 1980-1990.
Manufacturing companiss

nurshered 28 in 1980 and went up & -

68 in 199¢. That increase i+
doubled the workforce in town. 0

1980, there were 3,034 workers nul

that went up to 4,025 in 1980,
Nop-manufacturing companis

doubled during the decade b

1980, there were 23 companis

and that jumped to 830 fu 190 The
workforce in that field a4l

doabled from 5,118 in 1980 to 100
in 1996, :

An extra 24 retail stores opeged |
- between 98088, adding See g0
‘square-leet to retadl in Salem The

retail work forct grew o 1008
bmmm:m 17

west Salem

Land From page 11

Road, Shannon/Haverhiil
Road, East Broadway, Town
Farm Road, around Captain’s
Pond and around Mystery Hill,
develop public access to Arlington
Pond and Captain’s Pond, develop
trails at town forest, develop rec-

 CENTRAL SALEM: Praserve .

open spare around walereays and

State Guard to lose 400

CONCORD, N.H. AP} ~ Mare
than 400 positions Wil |
vear from the 2,300 in New Hioup-
shire's Armny National Guard, 4
Guaard spokesman said today.

Details of the cuts, part of a
nationwide reorganization, were
being withbeld until tater today
while the Guard notified its mem-
bers, Col. Joe Riley said.

be ot thin

worldn't mean 400 peopie, howey-
er. The plan to be rel d later

an recommends expanding H@ehog Park by adding recreation equipment, trails, parking and picnic

toduy “will demonstrate our abili-

The culs are part of 2 pation-
wide program to reduce the Army
National Guard by 24,000 positions
during 1992, Riley said.

have dif
oprent.”’
I see
en opport
ways in
port exp
Boston
untapped
Berry sai

o

wlan sy
+ lunding
EMDO
School
~lementa
vate foar
EXPA
EXPU
ton Lo €
ADCP
'nn:m
usE
grpm
ation cep
LINK
and oths
Policy/Route 38/Pleasant St., con-  trails, t
nect Rockingham Park Blvd. to  and side
Cluff Crossing Road. extend Veter- DIsCt
ans Parkway to Bridge Street and  {of teen
Old Coach Road, widen Route 23 grams.
north of Chaf Crossing Road, P
improve Masin St. intersections, adding 11
improve Salem Depot olersec m{m mw
tion, expand town ceater, salend ACGU
e Lake, add public parking o DEVES
Depot grea, upgrade roads arcund tn takes,
town’s - Lakes, creafe mure con- CLEAS
nected driveways between shop- e
ping encourage refocation residents
of exigting mobile bome parks EXPAL
School Beard mulls AIDS
HAMPSIEAD, NH — Skr  with sch
et ab both Central and Middie  Central
School could have something new  ssparate
added to their beaith courses (his level
 The School Board will be  line of t
looking at at Aids policy that will meeling
determine how that topic should willbed
be ingtructed in the classroom o discos
Amsistant Supenntendent Mark “Any
M son said elementary teach-  can with
arg are already examining curric-  unit is b
utum that would be intergrated sen said
St. Joseph Regional
St. Joseph Kindex
** REGISTRAT]

Registration will take place at the B
S . 340 Main Street, Salern



| Editorial
A few thoughts on
Salem’s master plan

ALEM, N H_ 18 CONTEMPLATING it’s foture, &
usefu] thing to do. -
D Jn B o x e
ﬁ:rwhmeupm M%mané :
Hone new parks, | side-
m‘&sshmﬂd@—-mttomwﬁmchmm

Public hearings on their reshaping of the town's
master plan will take place in April.

Some thoughts:

SALEM in the 19805 was Jockier than its neigh-
bars. Its population

Salemites fell taxed death, too, g
mmhxmmmmwnmmm
wuﬂdhavebeenatownortwoﬁrthawﬁx,

: THE POPULATION got older There were & thirg
mmddeﬂypeopleinSalemat&mmdofﬂie
cbcade,andaquarterfewerteen-agm'l‘hisis
typical of towns with stable populations —Salem's
nﬁighbortothesmth,uethuen,nass,showsﬁw
spme pattems"l‘heentiresocialfabﬁchasmu;
c;hangedintowns}iketh&se,awnyfromchﬂm
apdscboolsandtnwardmweu,nobodyisqume
spre what it's toward. Suburbia with the patter of
fewer little feet.
PEOPLEDOTPBNGSinSaIem.Theysitm;
lans S they e bring o ke Masteg
: But ring ing things
aaivebyimaginingaparkhereandwatermaias
tbere,andhawtbeyaregoingtopmtectm
- bysayingpreciselywhntcnnhappm&m
andmwbmels&?‘heydemandlmtaxmm&,
mthedemandismyﬁsaymeydocareabea:
good schools, and ma; they can see i
more on them after 11, They patroasys nor ¢
libmy,!bwnﬁaﬂ,a&xhedandsmordﬁmmd
not at all tuned out.
mmmtnessisfmmdmmeuwgerepmt
of the advisory committee. Members i cotn-
pﬂedaﬁstof?ﬁorsothingsmatoughtmham.
Oﬁenmasterplansmdrawnupbywtdm
wmﬂtants,andﬂxeyarehmmeomﬁcaxmdmy
to ignore.

EVEN THOUGH it is prepared by down home
community Ieadersandbusinasmenasamaf
punchlist, Salem’s plan will be easy to ignere, we.
Plans always are and somebody’s self-interest is
always getting in the way of the commeon good.
WethinkSalem’smasterp!anhasalowf
appml,butm'nwnittomhmﬁghyswitb
townspeople.
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SALEM, N.H. — The recession has not pu ¢ the

so-ca]led super-discount stores, which .}

are advl::tag&m of the weak economy to L]
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CONCORD: Oﬂlcials are
. weighing an application to con-
“struet the largest retail store
building in the city's history —a |
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A COMMUNITY FOCUS: Salem

RETAIL MECCA

Salem hopes the shopping faithful will continue their
cross-border pilgrimages for years to come.

By Susan Maddocks

CE-

ERy '

Cars line up outside The Mall-Rockingham Park in Salem.

alem’s trontage on Route 28 is
s not beautiful, at least not in the

classic sense. The quaint country
look that defines so many southern New
Hampshire towns no longer exists in
most of this bustling community of
30,000, and hasn’t for quite some time,
Instead, a hodgepodge of strip malls,
chain restaurants and specialty shops
fight for notice along the town’s links
between New Hampshire and Mass-
achusetts.

But while the hectic motorways of
routes 28 and 93 may not be pleasing to
the eye, their contribution to the local
retail industry is beautiful indeed, says
Salem Planning Director Ross Moldoff.

The heavily traveled roads are what
makes Salem so attractive to retailers
hoping to attract shoppers from around

" England, Moldoff says.

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION
“It was these busy, major roads which
crisscross Salem that first lured mega-

PHOTO BY NIKKE BONENFANT

mall developer New England Develop-
ment,” says Adrienne Davis-Brody, New
England Development’s director of mar-
keting.

When asked what made Salem such
an obvious chotce for its newly opened
155-store mega-mall, The Mall-
Rockingham Park. she replies, “loca-
tion.”

The mall was built specifically to
attract commuters traveling to and from
work across the border, Davis-Brody
says.

“Being in New Hampshire, but it’s so
close to Massachusetts, so you have the
tax advantage and the lifestyle advan-
tage,” Davis-Brody says. “Many people
who live in New Hampshire, work in
Mass.

“Because this relatively small town is
an easy drive from other, more densely
populated areas, Salem was picked
specifically to serve as a regional shop-
ping mecca,” Davis-Brody says.

“There was a clear need for a regional

1 H 1 94.34.,.-

-'1'*'-’

NALL PARKING ,

Rinq Rd

uaraqe

Rep————— L
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shopping center,” she says. “And the key
ingredient for success is easy access.”

Already, the future looks bright for
both Salem and the new mall.

Despite the obvious drawbacks of
opening a major shopping center in
1991, the mall reported the most success-
ful grand opening in New England
Development’s history, overshadowing
the openings of the CambridgeSide
Galleria and the Emerald Square Mall in
Massachusetts. Approximately 380,000
shoppers flocked to the new mall during
four-days in August. During the first 40
172 hours it was open, over 9,000 people
per hour traipsed the opulently decorated
halls, says Tony Kalinowski, general
manager of The Mall-Rockingham Park.
Sophisticated automobile-counting
equipment registered 5.000 or so vehi-
cles entering the parking lot every hour,
he says.

“It’s like the movie, ‘Field of
Dreams,” ™ Kalinowski says, “build what
they want and the people will come.” >

BNH/MARCH 1992 25
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lion in road improvements paid for by
the mall, according to Patti Drelick,
executive director of the Salem Chamber
of Commerce.

Road work includes improvements to

jor intersections on Route 28, and a
vwo-lane off ramp from Interstate 93.

“Those road improvements would
have been needed anyway, whether they
had been paid for by the mall or not,”
Drelick says.

Improvements to Route 28 should
benefit current and future retail industry,
she says.

“It has enhanced the overall area and
brought in more traffic,” she says.

Salem Police Chief James Ross says
he is pleased at the relative ease with
which the town’s road systems now
accommodate the mall.

“I'm happy to say that the impact on
traffic that the mall has created has been
light,” Ross says. “The road improve-
ments have worked.”

“We are dealing with a lot more traf-
fic, but the improvements are handling it
well,” he says.

As far as security at the new mall, the
local police changed its patrolling beat to
include the mall, but mall security also
handles a great deal of the situations,
Ross says. Since the mall opened, car
hatfts and shoplifting incidents have

*ased, but no more than anticipated,
he says.

Not everyone is totally pleased with
the changes to the roads that the new
mall has brought. James Hanson, general
manager at the 50-store Rockingham
Mall on Route 28, is unhappy that the
mall’s access road is a loop that essen-
tially drops oft shoppers at the mall, the

66 1t’s (The Mall-
Rockingham Park)
affected some because
it’s all one pie, but the
economy has done
more to strangle
retailers. )

—~James Hanson
general manager
Rockingham Mall

Rockingham Park race wrack or back on
Route 93. Hanson, who formerly worked
for New England Development as an
operations manager and was wooed
away to his present position, believes this
new road is discouraging potential shop-
pers from visiting other retail businesses
along Route 28, thus giving the mall the
biggest share of the pie.

“The problem is that they have divert-
ed a lot of traffic from the downtown,”
Hanson says. “Consequently, a lot of peo-
ple are traveling Route 93 instead of
Route 28.”

He believes the mall’s new road is
designed to discourage shoppers from
visiting other retail establishments in the
Salem area, “There’s a point of no return
on that road. People drive off Exit | and
they can’t turn around without going into
the mall parking lot.,” Hanson says.

Hanson thinks a sign should be erect-
ed near the Mall Road reminding shop-
pers of the stores in the downtown area.

Kalinowski is skeptical about the mer-
its of adding a sign. After all, he says,
The Mall-Rockingham Park does not
have a sign on routes 28 or 93. “The town
could become over signed” if local retail-
ers put up a sign on Mall Road, he says.

Hanson suspects the new mall cut into
business at his 50-store discount mall this
past Christmas, but the cut wasn’t as sig-
nificant as the bite of the economy, he
says.

“It’s {the mall) affected some because
it’s all one pie,” Hanson says. “But the
economy has done more to strangle retail-
ers.”

Although the mall might hurt some
private retailers, it is expected to benefit
the town in the long run. Moldoff says.

MONEY, MONEY, MONEY

Tax revenue from the mall, combined
kwith budget cuts, has dropped Salem’s tax
ate almost $6. The tax rate in 1990 was
$46.43 per assessed $1,000 valuation.
That rate fell to $40.22 in 1991, according
to tax assessor Normand Pelletier.

New England Development alone paid
nearly $1 million in property taxes to the
town in [990 with individual store own-
ers kicking more into the pot, and land
values near the mall are likely to increase
when the area is re-zoned commercial in
the coming years, Pelletier says.

In addition, the mall employs approxi-
mately 2.000 part-time and full-time
employees. And although no total payroll
figures are available, the impact is in the
millions.

The mall is also expected to lure
other tax-paying businesses to the »

Guaranteed
relief from
copier
headaches.

a

¥
1

If you're not totally
satisfied with your 50
Series Copier, Xerox
will replace it free!

Sometimes, a minor copier problem can
turn into a major copying headache.
Not with the extraordinary Xerox Total
Satisfaction Guarantee. It's the only
copier guarantee ever offered that lets
you decide when you're completely
satisfied. Just buy or lease your 50
Series Copier through an Authorized
Xerox Sales Agent and, as long as your
copier is under a Xerox service contract
or warranty, we'll replace it with a
comparable model free during the first
three years if you're not satisfied. See
your Jocal Xerox Sales Agent today.

For more information contact
your focal sales agents.

Clay’s Office Products
67 Main Street , Plymouth, NH
603-536-4300

Copier Solutions of NH
6 Loudon Road, Suite 1, Concord, NH
603-226-2211

Merrimack Valley Office Products
68 Stiles Road, Salem, NH
603-893-4326

XEROX

Authorized
Saies Agent

XEROX* is a tradermark of XEROX CORPORATION.
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Salem Depot, Route 28

continye Lo need repairs The long-
range road plan has besr shart-
changed during the recesmior. and
Mr. Brenner said “that effort §s
guing to need to be intensified ™

FROPERTY VALUES WILL
INCREASE SIGNIFICANTLY
‘Basically, we're looking at
refurming tv Umes that we pre-
viously expenenced in soUthern
New Hampshire™ Mr Bresser
sayd

The region's desirability will
SUrge again because of the guality
of life. tax structure work ethic,
environmental values and pttrac
Uve seasonal opportunities, he
sayd

skiisrs,
birg

Street and Broadway (Rowte 23)
intersection will be Ioproved. be
said ”ldulb-_t'dm:etoneitasx
village center.” be »eic, “witts B
smore of n\n mammm ¥
wnial feel to ft." :

EEWER BYSTEM WBLL BE
EXPANDED. Mr Bresmer giid the
system would begin to serve the
Jmajority of the commumity The
Srpansion would stert from the
zeeoter of town and work its way
zout, phased in over several years.

A CENTER MEDIAN WILL
~DIVIDE ROUTE 28. To itnprove tra-
Hic safety and flow, Mr. Brenner
Isaid & median strip would help ;
‘7while development continues

along Salem’s main artery.

MORE OPEN SFACE WRL BE

PRESERVED “That will be a
priority issue,” Mr. Bremner said.
The Conservation Commission
: Planning Board and othar groups
will be looking into intreasing land
preservation and protection.

ROAD CONDITIONS WiLi. BE A
CHAJOR CONCERN. As devel
S opment continues, Salem’s roads

Al .
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around with it too
said,

. points

Tree plantings,

from
Mary Queen of Peace Church,

“This ended up 1o be a very
appropriate spot for tree for
him."” said his wife, Pril}

assemblies spice day

McGan, & past president of ¢
women’s ciub.

ﬁgmm,mm
mwuwsbat\'eﬁeram
Memorig! y and Rock-

Tuesday with SONES, essays by
children, and g rap gong

by Granite Siate Electric offi-
cials, who have teamed up with
the school. They also received
three trees which they planted
during 5 ceremony.
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“board chairman Ceorge Jones
© again fast night. Hecontinued his
1 ditany which he has used against
| every other chatrman, saying that
=% | the chairman will not let hi:n
o wtiiiger | speak. He said Jones gavels him in
© the middle of speaking which
- makes him lose 'his :irain of
¢ thought. . e
‘  "You are not the general of all
* | generals. You have not been ap-
i | polnted God.” he said to Jones. ,

C

~N@ZELEO

a

:

2
i H
e
ABARE VAL ) S DTN

Gagnon sald Joneswasa fatlure
as a chairman. He then moved to
Temove Jones as chairman and
'make James Lawlor chalrman. i

’ . Lawlor declined the position. A

-~ Gagnon then moved to make -

" David Tilton chalrman.

. © Titon said no.

. Gagnon then tried to make Ha-

) -rold Berry chairman, but other

board members indicated they
-~would not support that motion.
r mmhphgolmww"

. «sald Titon. Ry =i -

-+ Gagnon then called Jones an
' _absolutely big mouthed chairman
"Who doesn't have much to say.
- 2. ¥You certainly have the vote of
-+ Mr. Tilton. | feel very sorry for Mr.
- Tilton for switching his yote to
~yon." said Gagnon. =~

. "1did not switch any vole " said “

o g s A s s,

W St WA B i st

- Tilton. "1 did not switch votes at
s :
“«You sald you were going to vote
, j A ffhrmcmchainnan.”md&gnon. l
things that get youin trouble with |
« Gagnon then called Jones apok
e Jones, to his credit. maintained
“his dignity and the meeting'’s dec-
-erum by not exactly
- What he thoughtof him. as a lesser ..
i ‘man might have done. -~
b ¥ . ® -

- OnJdur

FRCTS S

TG

P2 it
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. nators are people of means Story below
/
/

e-Iribune.

A Pulitzer Prize Winning Newspaper- i

TUESDAY, JULY 7, 1992 28 PAGES 35 CENTS

Just let him roam. Enjoy the sight.” Eagle-Tribune photo by Jim Patten
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"Editorials

Residents lose out

Last week. Salem’s self-proclaimed proponent of free speech
cut off the public’s right to speak during a public hearing, an
act which we find unconscionable. :

We are, of course, referring to Selectman Joseph Gagnon. A
public hearing scheduled for last Wednesday, would have, at
long last, afforded residents the opportunity to express their
views on the construction of a water treatment plant to the
town fathers. :

Gagnon's political maneuvering denied them the opportun-
ity. With three members present for the meeting, Selectmen
James Lawlor and Harold Berry absent, chairman George
Jones called the public hearing to order.

Gagnon then jumped up and told the chairman that he was
leaving the board, and the board nolonger had a quorum with
which to hold the public hearing.

He said he would not return to the board until the public

- hearing was closed.

It did not matter to him in the least that residents had
prepared materials to present during this hearing. It also did
not upset him that local people had gone out of their way to go
down to the board meeting to voice their views.

No. the only thing that appeared to matter to Gagnon as he
smugly returned to his seat was that one immensely small
moment when he was able to pull something over on the
board.

It was at the expense of the residents. )

They were denied the opportunity to speak.

[t is Gagnon who shut them up.

Jones had no choice but to close the public hearing. at
which point Gagnon returned to the board.

Coincidentally, Harold Berry appeared on the board a mere
10 minutes later.

If the situation were reversed. with Gagnon scheduled to
make a presentation, and another member stepped off the
board resulting in lack of a quorum, Gagnon would have
voiced his opposition. He would have loudly proclaimed that
the board was violating his First Amendment rights. He would
have accused the board members of playing politics.

Somehow. when the shoe is on the other foot, he manages to
justify his efforts to close off public discussion of the matter.

Once again, Gagnon has shown the voters of this town that
he is all too willing to place his own personal political agenda
above the best interest of the entire community.

That is unforgiveable.
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The tree lighting 1s Wmm place ltlmmtdy 445 |
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Brother/Big Sister Association. T Ol L S
Swift said she called the North Pole and spoke to Santa Claus’
secretary, Merry £If. Merry was going to try to arrange Santa's sche-- -
mwmmammm Fleld of Dreams seasonal celebration.
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uestions
from our
readers.

Managing Public
Assets

From Pete Rutledge,
Land Management
Officer, Matanuska-
Susitna Borough,
Alaska

The borough is a
municipal corporation
that owns 350,000
acres of real estate.
My office manages the
land to generate rev-
enue through land
sales and to provide a
variety of public ser-
vices, including
schools and parks. I'd
like to know how oth-
ers who manage pub-
lic assets have man-
aged to minimize
political interference
with the business deci-
sions they have to
make in “the greater
public interest ” How
do you deal with advi-
sory commissions that
are really special-
interest advocacy
groups? How do you
identify and defend
prudent business deci-
sions against the real-
ity of political and spe-
cial interests?

ht

Retaining
Agriculture with
Development

From Marecia Starkey
and Barbara Hopson,
Massachusetts
Department of Food
and Agriculture,
Bureau of Land Use

We are looking for
examples of projects
that combine commer-
cial/ industrial devel-
opment with produc-
tion agriculture.

Nnswers,
comments,
and ideas.

Fair-Share Housing
Allocations

From David Kinsey,
of Kinsey & Hand,
Princeton, NJ

New Jersey has accu-
mulated a wealth of
experience in fair-
share affordable hous-
ing allocations since
our Fair Housing Act
was passed in 1985,
We currently base
allocations on popula-
tion and household
estimates. number of
Jobs. per capita
income, and areas des-
ignated for growth by
the state plan. But the
state now allows
municipalities to
transfer and “sell” up
to half of their fair-
share allocations, to
make the process
more palatable.

Affordable
Housing
Ordinances

From Anthony
Mercantante, plan-
ning director of
Middletown. NJ

Middletown has an
innovative ordinance
that creates a mixed-
use development zone
for high-density (18
units per acre) senior
citizen housing. At
least 25 percent of the
units in allowed pro-
Jjects must be set aside
for low- and moderate-
income households.
Although this is 5
percent more than the
state requires—and
than is generally con-
sidered economically
viable—the ordinance
allows a limited
amount of nonresi-
dential development
in these projects.
Residents can there-
fore obtain some ser-
vices without driving.
and the project as a
whole 1s economically
more viable. The
township is now con-
sidering a similar
approach for non-
senior housing.

VDER ENCHLYYEE

From Ross Moldoff,
planning director of
Salem, NH

We have had mixed
results with the three
projects approved
under our 1989 ordi-
nance. In our experi-
ence, developers focus
almost entirely on the
density bonus we
allow and try to quali-
fy as affordable simply
by lowering prices.
Also, we have yet to
develop a good way of
ensuring long-term
affordability. and we
have scen substantial
opposition from neigh-
bors to the density
bonuses.

ldentifying Retail
Potential in
Neighborhoods

From Melvin Levine
of Melvin ¥ Levine &
Associates, Brighton,
Massachusetts

The Boston Redevelop-
ment Authority has a
new report that identi-
fies opportunities for
retail stores in Boston
neighborhoods where.
since 1950, the popula-
tions and purchasing
power have changed.
and retail space has
shrunk drastically.
The report highlights
neighborhoods where
potential sales exceed
existing sales. and it
identifies the number
and kinds of stores
that could be support-
ed if the city initiates
programs to improve
safely. create jobs. and
increase incomes.

SENAd your questions
ANswers, or iaeas t

Land Lines Reader

Policy, 11

Street, Cambridge,
MA 02138-3400.

Or fax them to
617/661-7235.
Include your name,
address, and daytime
phone number (for
verification). Letters
will be selected and
edited for space and
clarity. We forward
to inquises

subsequent issues
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Rep. Gary M. Coon, Bdndover. NO
Rro. Barbars A Misde. DA nestuiry NO
| Reo, Rober: €. K-ekorian, B-Reachng, NO
Rep. Thomas Palumbo. # Newbury, NO
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Robotics -
firm eyeing
Salem site

* A company wants to move its Massachusetts
manulacturing plant and Pennsylvania o Iporate
headquarters into a new plant in Salem,

| By Sally Giiman
i Eagle-Tribune Writer

Location: industral park off
Pelham Read w
2 off

Employees: There e about 20
a2 the Woburm, Mast, plant and

49 Planning Directo B srorsint s CoPoc baaderie
| "It is big, positive news for the || L eastar
| town,” said Mr. Moldoff. “It means Gt 40 bulid Manufacturing
Bx revenue and jobs and everyth- buiidings are runaing abevt 530
1 We want to see happening. Most  per sauare foor acorging to
Comimunities agre actively trying v e Locke » representaive of
oo companties. 1 think we are  the inuen sk Gwnor. 1 a=
very lucky to get them up here.” i
The company is TDI--Mectrol, -
mamfacture beings. Robots operste with whae
appears to be almost human el
gence.
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1993 predictions

by Monique Duhamel

SALEM — Planning Direcror
Ross Moldoff savs the projects ap-
proved by the Planming Board n
1992 will bode well for the town's
economy in 1992

In late swmnmer and earh fal.
work began on five subdivisions
in Saiem — on Gordon Avenue. off
Fraser Drive. on Bridge Sireet off
Zion Hill Road and on Connthan
Drive These projects adc up o
130 new singie familv homes ir
Salem:.

in 1992 permits were 1ssued for
61 single family homes. up from
the 42 permits issued in 1991,
savs Moldofl, who atiributes that
increase to the above-mentioned
subdivisions.

The residential sector was not
the only area which was signifi-
cant activity in 1992. Comrmercial
construction was also a big part of
the planning board's agenda in
1992. Although building permits
issued for commercial buildings
remained at 10. the same figure as
in 1991. commercial alterations
increased from 87 permits in 199!
to 114 permits in 1992.

Moldoff said some of the most
significant commercial projects
approved by the planning board in
1992 include the 33.000 st Cir-
cuit City butlding plan for South
Broadway: the 18-hole golf course
on Brady Avenue; and the addi-
tions to Market Basket and De-
moulas.

There are 22 projects on a list of
what Moldoff terms “major pro-
jects” approved by the planning
board in 1992,

There were also 18 tenant fit-
ups at the Mall, Rockingham Park.
down significantly from the 96 in
1991.

The 1992 buflding permit fig-
i ureof $19.318.454 is down signif-
. cantly from the 1991 figure of
¢ 825,800.000. but Moldoff attrib-
- utes the difference to the 87.7 mil-

Hon in building permits tssued in

relation to the mall in 1991 In
1992 onlv 1.2 million of the towa!
building can be attributed (0 the
mait

“The mall cushioned the fmpact
of the recession for Salem signit:
canthv.” said Moldof?. A

He savs that after 1993 there
will be a verv stable environimern:
at the mall tn terms of new Cor:
struction. The fourth anchor store,
Joraan Marsh, will be oompleted:
or close 1o compietion by the enc
o! 1993 and there will be a dimin-

ishing amouni of new tenant fit-
ups each vear.

Construction activity was not
limited o new homes and the
commercial arena in 1992, There
were also 262 residential altera-
tons. down from the 1931 figure
of nearty 300

Overall. 1992 permit figures were
slighty lower than 1991 permits
issued. with 1043 tn 1992 and
1160in 1991. Moldoff pointed out

mSee REFLECT, Page 4

that the 1992 permit figure wil
probably be higher by the end of
the vear, with about 10 days left iny
1962 at the time this newspaper
sought the figures for publication.

Moldofl says 1992 also saw sev-
eral positive accomplishments on
the part of the planning board and
conservation commission. The
board updated its impact fee sys-
tem; compuiterized the zoning map:
adopted a Master Plan: and ap-
proved the first plans under the
Open Space Preservation Ordi-
nance. The commission obtained
additional lands adjacent to the
town forest: drafted a self-guided
tour of the forest; created addi-
tional trafls and mapped the town's
inventory of conservation land.

1993 predictions

Moldoff predicts additional con-
struction in 1993, with the appro-
val of the New Hampshire De-
partment of Employment Secur-
ity's 5.302 sf. office building on
South Broadway. at the former
location of the Turf Motel, the Jor-
dan Marsh building, continued
residenttal subdivision work. the
23.000s.f. Pro Con industrial buil-
ding on Northwestern Boulevard
and other projects which will ap-
pear before the planning board in
1993.

Moldoff says he has spoken to
many people, particularly during
the fall months, who discussed
conceptual development planswith
him. Thus far, however, those
people have not brought back any
concrete plans for review by the
planning board.

.,

Plans still in the discussion stags
include some industrial butidings
on Northwestern Drive; a Nortt
Broadway retail development; the
Salem Willows retail plan; a possi-
ble supermarket project: a poten:
tial wood burning plant on Lowell
Road: and several small residen-
tal subdivisions.

Construction was not the only
area in which Moldoff saw positive
gains in 1992. He praised the eco-
nomic development effort which
began jointly between the town
and the Greater Salem Chamber
of Commerce. He said that in 1993,
they hope to create a non-profit
economic development corporation
to seek and receive grants and
loans from state and federal pro-
grams. These monies can then be
passed on to existing Salem bust-
nesses to help them expand.

Moldoff also sees 1993 as the
year in which the town really fo-
cuses on the Salem Depot traffic
situation. “There willbe a big push
on how to solve the Depot prob-
lems,” he said.

The Michelle Park wetlands mit-
igation project will also continue
in 1993, as will the study for the
Salem Willows relocation project.

Although the planning board's
January agendas are small, Mol-
doff predicts the board will see
plenty of activity in the coming
year. This activity translates into
new construction, construction
jobs, retail jobs. industrial jobs,
and an expanded tax base, all of
which are good for Salem, he says.




