i Tk .
~dalems sign spat is
a bit too much

The spat between Salem’s planning officials and busi-
ness owners on Route 28 over electronic signboards is a
bit over the top.

Salem has been trying since 2000 to exert control over
the serolling electronic signboards that have been pop-
ping up among businesses vying for attention on Salem’s
Route 28 shopping strip, claiming they are a dangerous
distraction to motorists.

The town’s original ordinance ordered that such signs
display the same message for at least two minutes — in
other words, no flashing. Finding that impossible to en-
force, the town two years later ruled that serolling signs
could display only the time and temperature.

That ordinance was overturned last fall in a Jawsuit
brought by a Salem auto dealer. Now, with 14 Salem
businesses using electronic reader signs and two more
applications pending, Salem is seeking yet a new way {o
limit them.

Some fundamental questions have to be asked here:

® Don't all signs and other visual marketing gimmicks
work essentially the same way, by bringing the viewer’s
attention to the content the merchant wants the viewer
to see? In order to get the viewer’s attention, the sign
must distract the viewer’s attention from something
else, It doesr't matter whether the distraction is a wav-
ing Santa Claus, a big helium balloon, eriss-crossing
search lights or a bunch of words. They afl work by dis-
tracting. Should we just ban them ali?

® How much more heavily signed can Salem’s Route
28 shopping strip get? In case you haven't driven Route
28 on a recent evening, imagine driving up the trunk of a
100-foot Christmas tree. Lights are everywhere. They all
come together to form an impression, but it’s unlikely
the viewer will separate out one or two. Doesn’t an elec-
tronic message board seem like a case of “no harm, no
foul?” .
®m In fact, has Route 28 become so saturated with po-
tential distraction that it is hardly distracting at afl?

Walking downtowns have been gone for so long that
newer generations of drivers are more accustomed to a
certain amount of roadside distraction. '

No one in Salem has pointed to a list of recent car ac-
cidents in which injured people said they were distract-
ed by a sale on coats or a sudden hankering for fried
chicken. Anyone who drives on Route 28 knows that
there will be some traffic congestion because there are a
lot of cars and a lot of stores, not because of 10-foot in-
flating cones on a used car lot, '

That is what it came down to for Judge Robert E. K.
Morrill last fall when he tossed out Salem’s time and
temperature ordinance, saying the town had not made
the case that certain signs ean affect traffic congestion
or public safety. .

Salem missed the boat about 30 years ago on control-
ling the growth and appearance of the Route 28 shopping
strip. Trying now to focus one one type of sign is silly and
the public safety argument just doesn't hold up.
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voted in favor of eliminating the
provision last year. The Planning
Board had backed last year’s ef-
fort, and 62.3 bercent of voters
Supported eliminating Special ex-
ceptions last March, Callahan and
other business owners filed a
protest petition, which required
67 percent of voters to approve
the ban.

D o8 A,

5een special exceptions ag a key
to the park’s past and future.

When Rockingham Park was
rebuilt in the 1980s, the race track
needed a specig] exception to
build its six-story clubhouse,
Callahan noted,

Callahan said talks for redevel-
oping the 170-acre track could re-
sume by spring or summer, de-
pending on how the Legislature
votes this year on video gaming

proposals.

C “We thought it would have oc-
curred a few years back,” he said.
“We hope some form of video Jot-
tery can pass thig year.”

Park management has not di-
vulged what kind of new builg-
ings would come tg the property,
but owners woulg likely need a
variety of waiverg through the
approval process. Callahan sees
keeping specia] exceptions ag
maintaining existing property

of the high number of people who

Owners of the race tz'éck have

LR IR I IS

ZONING: Specia] exemptions dréw fire

€< The loopholes that wouly dllow for residentiy)
development in Commercially zoned areas remain, |
urged the Planning Board 1, Stipport it the first fime
and will ask them Support it again. 95
‘Town Planner Ross Moldoff

He said developers often try to
Seek exceptions to requirements
for parking Space, open space and
that could not have been huilt in height restrictions. The town did
this town if not for the special ex- approve changes to one Section of
ception,” he said. its ordinance Jast year so the

Holland said the petition is not height of office buildings in com-

an “anti-Rocldngham” effort. He  mercial or Industrial areag could
said instead it wag provoked by be Increased from 35 to 40 feet.
the minimal inflyence residents “But they had to stay at three sto.
had on the apartments near Wal- ries,” Moldoff sajd, '
Mart, “The loopholes that would al-
low for residentia] development
in commercially zoned areag re-
main,” he said. “T urged the Plan-
ning Board to support it the first
time and will ask them support it
again. I know there will he alotof
discussion,”

As required by law, the citizen’s
petition will go before voters no
matter what the Planning Boarg
decides.

rights: “The rights have been
with the property for 20-plus
years, and there are many things

Special exceptions were devel-
pedin Salem in the early 1960s to
inspire commereia} growth when
the town was €xperiencing its
first population boom. But oppo-
nents of special exceptions, in-
cluding Town Planner Ross Mold-

off, said that time has passed.

Moldoff said he will recommend
to the Planning Boarq that they
Support Holland's effort,

READ KEN JOHNSON IN

- THE SUNDAY EAGLE-TRIBUNE
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qualified

- She said many of the ques-
tions asked at the interview
were on target, others strayed
from her qualifications, and in
the end the selectmen’s decision
not to choose her left her con-
fused.

need not
apply

Jean-Marie Kennamer re-
sponded to Salem’s Board of
Selectmen, who asked interest-
ed residents to apply for posi-
tions on the town boards and

committees. Kennamer eyed a
seat on the

y. Planning
One man’s goua
opinion Before the
interview, she
did her home-
work by stud-
ying Salem'’s
- Master Plan
and the town’s
land-use Jaws.
She sat down
with Planning
Director Ross
Moldoff to dis-
cuss the position and to see if
she would be a good fit and have
something of value to bring to
the board. She added into the
mix her education, work experi-
ence, knowledge of the planning
board duties and responsibili-
ties, and being civic minded.

She was convinced her qual-
ifications would net her an open
slot. More importantly, she felt
applying for a position would be
a benefit to the town with her
skills and expertise.

But she was destined for dis-
appointment, and the decision
not to appoint her has left many
nnanswered questions.

Kennamer said she felt confi-
dent going into the interview,
knowing she had an appropriate
degree, 10 years work experi
ence, and had dealt with the

Derry Plannping Board many
times in her capacity with that
towny’s planning staff.

Selectman Phil Smith asked
about her work history. She said
she talked “about her back-
ground in the public and private
sector, her experience in bridge

*design, site engineering design,

inspections and construction.
Selectmen Chairman Everett
McBride asked about her posi-
tion on new development.
Kennamer responded she was
pro-development, but she quali-
fied her answer by mentioning it
has to be smart growth. The
town must grow wisely, not too
fast, and needs to keep the tax-
payers’ concerns in mind, she
said. .
Other members took a differ-
ent tack. .
During a telephone discus-
sion about Kennamer's inter-
view, Selectman  Richard
Gregory said he did not believe
they needed a “techie” on the
Planning Board. He said the
planning department has engj-
neers and that it was his opinion
the board should consist of lay

: _people.

However, it would be invalu-
able to have a civil engineer on
the planning board who is famik-
iar with site engineering, site
planning, inspections and con-
struction. Kennamer under-
stands the technical issues and
the processes and has the skills
that would allow her to pass her
knowledge to other board mem-
bers, and possibly assist them to
understand the projects and
make better decisions on the
issues.

Kennamer later read in a let-
ter to the editor that someone
mentioned she was overquali-
fied. Her response was: “This is
a volunteer position. I'm a
degreed civil engineer, have
experienice in all of the duties
and responsibilities of the plan-
ning board and then some. How
can | be over-qualified? Isn't this
what they should be looking

Please see OPINION page 7
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of selectmen, I'm always very
nervous,” Giordano said, com-
plaining that his past involvement
with town boards had been
marred by political interference.
“Stephanie (Micklon} didn’t
even give me a fair chance,” he
said, adding Micklon had asked
him no questions during . the
interview.
Most qualified candidate?
All four voting selectmen —
Selectman Phil Smith abstained
~ insisted they looked only at
each candidate’s qualifications.
Despite Kennamer’s degree and
work experience, Belanger said it
was Giordano's service on other
town boards that won him over.
"He was on the Zoning Board
of Adjustment in the past; he was

e

the town of Salem, he’s done
very well.”

Chairmen Everett McBride
said he voted for Giordano
because he was concerned
Kennamer's work with Derry and
its planning board might interfere
with her ability to attend Salem
meetings.

Micklon said she made her
dacision based on what was best
for the town as well - but added
she was opposed to Giordano
before he interviewed.

Giordane was convicted on
check forgery charges in
Massachusetls in the 1980s, and
last spring a Merrimack County
jury ruled in favor of a State
House worker who accused him
of sexual harassment. During the

$84,000, the House of
Representatives was also held
liable for $103,000.

“T absolutely was not going to
put the town in jeopardy by
appointing & person who has just
been found liable for sexual
harassment,” Micklon said, sug-
gesting if a similar situation hap-
pened in Salem, the town could
be held liable fust as the state had.

Giordano said it was not fair to
assume the lawsuit precluded his
service to the town.

“Anyone can get swed, and
there's two sides to a story, and
{the State House worker’s) was
better than mine,” he said. “Are
you going to punish me forever?”

However, Micklon said seeing
Kennamer's qualifications sealed
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g A on the aging commitiee and the alleged harassment, Giordeno her support
! board members. budget committee,” Belanger was sorving as a state legislator “(Giordano} was not the only
“Every time I go into the board  gaidl, "Anything he’s ever done for  and so, in addition to fining him  candidate - we had the choice of

a very qualified person,” she said.
“Why would 1 take the chance to
put the town in jeopardy, when I
have someone else who has
impeccable credentials?”

With the final decision made,
Kennamer and Giordano had
starkly different assessments of
their own political futures in
town.

“Clearly 1 got screwed, and
that's how it is,” Kennamer said.
“My husband and other people
tell me that maybe I'm better off.”

Giordano said he would not
be daterred.

“(Some} politicians dor’t want
to see me succeed, and they can
go to hell, becavse I'm not going
anywhere,” he said. °I just want to
velunteer for my towr.”
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Wireless zoning topic
of public hearing tonight

BY ERIC BAXTER
News Editor

Wireless technology is ad-
vancing by leaps and bounds with
expanding service and new offer-
ings, including the wireless
‘Internet. As demand for the serv-

ice grows, wireless providers look

to expand their networks. This
means new towers and new
transmitters and, more important-
ly, places to place the equipment.

Tonight the Salem Planning
Board is asking residents to weigh
in on proposed changes to wire-
less zoning amendments and take
a hand in the wireless future of
the town. The meeting will be
held at 7 p.m. at town hall.

Planning  Director  Ross
Moldoff said the majority of zon-
ing changes are routine, but a nec-
essary part of keeping the town
up-to-date with land use changes.
Among those are the placement
of wireless towers and transmit-
ters. )

Current law prohibits towns
and cities from zoning against
wireless towers.

Attorney Rob Ciandella, with
Donahue, Tucker and Ciandells,
who serves as special counsel on
telecommunications to the town,
said the changes to the Salem
wireless ordinance will allow the
town to help guide where devel-
opers and companies can put
their equipment.

“We want to create a hierar-
chy of the best places to put them
in town,” said Ciandella.

At the top of the list is town-
owned land, followed by town-
owned structures, such as water
towers, and then buildings. Part
of the hierarchy takes into
account the changes in wireless
technology that have done away
with towers, making language
relating to towers in the old ordi-

nance, crafted about a decade
ago, obsolete.

Ciandella said much of the
drive behind the proposed
changes was to patch over “cover-
age gaps.” With federal law man-
dating towns cannot prohibit
wireless service, and only deter-
mine where and how they can be
placed, he added it was in the
town’s best interest to ensure the
vast majority of siting scenarios
for equipment was covered in the
amendment.

“It’s better to be ahead of the
possibilities,” he said.

Ciandella also worked on the
town’s satellite dish ordinances.
He said it was important to stress
the differences between the wire-
less and “earth station,” or satel-
lite ordinance.

While wireless companies can
be regulated to a certain extent
through zoning, Ciandella said
federal law preempts towns and
municipalities . from zoning
against satellite dishes, including
commercially available services
like Direct TV. Instead, the 2005
zoning amendmenits are seeking
to codify the federal law into the
town's ordinances.

The planning board will also
take public input on additions
and changes to the town’s impact
fees.

Planning board members are
looking into the possibility of cre-
ating two new impact fees to he
levied against new construction
in Salem. The new fees, which
are being studied by a consultant,
would help pay for public safety
and recreation within the com-
munity. '

Tonight's public hearing will
be used to gauge public reaction
to the new fees and the existing
fees. Once that reaction is gauged,
the board would modify the pro-
posal or bring it to the ballot as

simply a question over whether
the fees could be levied. The actu-
al fees would be determined later
based on public input and a study
commissioned to bring Salem’s
fee structure up to date.

One recently proposed zoning
amendment will consolidate the
school impact fee, road impact
fee, and the new public safety and
recreation fees under one wmbrel-
la. Planners are looking to broad-
en the road impact fee areas from
Route 28 and the Petham corridor
to other heavily traveled areas of
Salem.

Also being proposed is:

* Revised flood insurance
study and rate maps

* Regulating electronic
signs

* Revising minor setbacks
and setback requirements for
sheds -

Deleting major home
occupatons, or larger home-
based businesses with more
than one employee and a cus-
tomer base that uses the
home.

*  Rezoning land on
Ballard Lane from limited
shopping village to rural dis-
trict

* Rezoning land on Hagop
Road from garden apartment
district to manufactured hous-
Ing district

* Rezone land on North
Broadway and Dyer Avenue
from partly residential to all
commerciakndustrial B

* Add pew prime wet
lands off Arcadia lane, Wood-
meadow Drive and School
Street, Haigh Avenue and
Garabedian Drive, and Gere-
monty Drive.
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By JAMES A. KIMBLE
STAFF WRITER

" SALEM — Nextel Communica-
telecommunications tower along

water tank on Spicket Hill. .

If approved, it would be the
fifth such tower standing in
Salem. The other four towers al-
ready bring in an annual revenue

. of about $93,600 to town coffers.

Nextel has submitted an appli-
cation to lease space for the tow-
er, but the plan has yet to come
before the selectmen or cross the
desk of Town Manager Henry

- LaBranche.

‘The company has spoken with
Town Planner Ross Moldoff and
-sought input from state historical
commissions in New Hampshire

~ and Massachusetts on whether it

ould impact any local historical

The proposed tower is poten-
tially visible from the Captain
Oliver Emerson Home — a 160
year-old farmhouse — in
Methuen, but historie officials in

 that city have said they have no

problem with the plan, ,

Por Salem, the deal eould net a
monthly revenue between $1,800
and $2,000 based on the four other
contracts the town holds with
telecommunications companies.

tions is looking to stick a 100-foot T
the southwest end of the town’s In

T-Mobile, AT&T Wireless, Nextel
and Independent Wireless have
equipment attached to water
towers on Howard Street and
Lawrence Road, or at the public
works facility on Cross Street,
said Finance Director Linda

Casey.

“Most of the contracts are
based on a 5- or 10-year lease,”
said Casey. “They start at a cer-
tain dollar amount and go up
based on the CPI (Consumer

- Price Index).”

Salem began most of its con-
tracts between 1997 and 1998, The
money feeds two different
streams of revenue for the town,
Casey saild. Cellular equipment
placed on water towers gener-
ates revenue for the town’s water
fund, which helps pay for the op-
eration of Salem’s water treat-
ment plant.

“That revenue helps with stabi-
lizing the water rate,” said Casey.

Please see TOWER, Page 12
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No decision on specia
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| exception

BY RUSS CHOMA
Staff Writer

After being narrowly defeated
at last year's town meeting, a pro-
posal to do away with the town’s
special exception clause will once
again be put before voters.
However, whether the amend-
ment will be recommended by
the planning board remains up in
the air after board members
deadlocked on the issue.

The special exception clause

in question allows developers to
obtain waivers from most zoning
regulations when developing a
project in the town's commer-
cial/industrial zones. At the
Thursday, Jan. 6, meeting, with
only six board members present,
the planning board tied 3-3 on the
issue of whether to recommend
-to voters that they support the
article. It will be discussed again
at‘a public hearing later this
month.

When voters were asked at
last March’s town meeting
whether or not to do away with a
clause allowing developers cer-
tain special exceptions to the
town’s planning and zoning regu-
lations when building a commer-
cial or industrial project, more
than 62 percent said they wanted
to see it gone.

Despite receiving majority
support, the article did not pass
because it failed to get the 66 per-
cent superanajority needed
because of a protest petition sub-
mitted by supporters of the
clause.

Added to the books in the
1960s in an effort to encourage
growth in Salem’s tax base, the
value of keeping the clause has
recently become a topic of hot
debate. At the planning board

meeting several residents voiced
strong support both for the article
and the effort to overturn it.

Jim Holland, a former select-
man and planning board member
who organized the citizen peti-
tion effort to place the amend-
ment on the ballot, told the beard
that the special exception clause
was no longer needed.

“Its time has passed,” he said.
“It was a useful tool in the 1960s.
The problems I have with it now
is what happened with the Wal-
Mart apartments.”

Holland was referring to a
120-unit apartment complex built
last year near Wal-Mart in an area
originally zoned for commercial
property. The apartment complex
was approved only after receiving
a special exception. -

Ross Moldoff, the town’s plan-
ning director, said he is in full
support of removing the special
exception clause.

“The clause says you can get a
waiver from any of the regula-

tions we have - building setbacks, -

building heights, the amount of
parking, any regulation,” he said.
“You can get a waiver to do any-
thing you want to do. This is what
you might consider a loophole.”

Moldoff suggested that when
developers want to deviate from
normal zoning standards for a
property, variances granted by
the Zoning Board of Appeals
could be used, but on a case-by-
case basis rather than a general
exception.  Selectman  Dick
Gregory, who spoke against delet-
ing the clause, disagreed.

“There are many good things
that come from special excep-
tions,” he said. “And to say the
ZBA can go fix anything is not a
fair statement - that's not what
they’re supposed to be doing,”

Gregory listed the recently
constructed ice rink as an exam-
ple of a positive development
made possible by the special
exception clause. Also speaking
against deleting the clause was Ed
Callahan, general manager at the
Rockingham Park racetrack.
Callahan said the racetrack itself
was developed with the help of
the clause.

“We're probably one of the
largest commercial properties
and without the special exception
clause, Rockingham Park could

 not have been built the way it is,”
he said. “I don't know what the
projects may come in the future,
but the special exception may be
something that could work to the
benefit of the town.”

Resident Stephen Campbell
labeled the clause a holdover
from the 1960’s when Salem was
a so-called “hick town,” but told
the board that even if the current
Rockingham Park management -
uses a special exception wisely,
having the clause leaves the door
open for irresponsible develop- .
ment,

“What if someone walked in
tomorrow with more money than
they could refuse and then want-
ed to build 5,000 apartments -
with the special exception clause,
there would be little we could do,”
he said. “It’s a nightmare to think
of things that could possibly go
wrong.”

Campbell was backed by fel-
low resident George Jones.

“To think we have this huge
parcel of land sitting smack in the
middle of our community that we
have little or no control (over),” he
said. “The fact that the special
exception could be applied to that
parcel really scares the daylights
out of me.”
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Tilee L%waL
~ Business favored

over COMIMon sense

To-the Editor:
8] -

I attended the Salem Plan-
ning Board’s public hearing on
possible zoning amendments,
and it proved once again that
common sense is one of the
rarest things in the world. ‘

¥ you watched, you saw
Selectman Richard Gregory tak-
ing the side of business. He cer-
tainly did not represent the views
of the ordinary homeowner.

Adam Webster, Gregory’s
son-in-law, supported his father-

. indaw by opposing the elimina-

tion of the special exception. He
was against eljminaﬁng those
annoying electronic signs and
stated he was not opposed to
putting off for another year the
impact fee amendment.

The saddest part of the
evening was seeing the contro-
versial new member, Ron Gior-
dano, support Gregory and Web-
ster in voting against eliminating
the electronic signs and against
doing away with the special
exception. Even sadder was
when he started. ranting about
people not understanding “no
means no.” It's too bad he did not
understand that concept when
he was a state representative.

When you vote for selectmen
in March, you need to remember
one of their duties is to appoint
members of the Planning Board.
We need more members that are
not in the pocket of the business
community.

Stephen Campbell,
- Salem
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Giordano says small-town busybodies
have it in for him

By Dan Barrick & Meg Heckman / Monitor staff
Created 01/23/2005 - 01:00

Ron "Tony" Giordano wants to make one thing clear: He's still unemployed.

The Monitor reported Iast week that the House had quietly settled the lawsuit brought
against it last year over sexual harassment charges against Giordano, a former state
representative. Under the terms of the settlement, former State House secretary Dorothy
Pike gets $175,000 in damages and $12,666 for lost wages. While the House has already
paid its 55 percent share of the settlement, Giordano hasn't coughed up his $85,000
piece.

Giordano has been telling the media he hasn't worked since the trial ended last year, but
that assertion has stirred up the rumor mills of Salem, Giordano's hometown. According to
one posting on http://www.salemnhforum.orq i, a message board devoted to town gossip,
Giordano has been working at a power washing service owned by his wife. One Giordano
critic even scanned in a photo of Giordano's business card for the company, called A
Clean Shine.

Giordano told us he's been helping out at his wife's business but hasn't collected a dime
for his efforts. He's more than happy to pay his share of the settlement, he said, but Pike's
lawyer insisted on a single payment. With no income and no assets, Giordano said, that's
tough.

He brushed off his critics as a bunch of small-town busybodies. "We're dealing with a few
political a----s who are running for office," he said. "They know I'm going to get them, I'm
going to get them out of office. It's the same three or four people who keep banging me,
but they're mad 'cause | just got an appointment to the town zoning board."

Spam kings

Senators on the Health and Human Services Committee have been popular of late, but
not everyone likes the attention. Sens. Andre Martel, Joe Kenney and Bob Letourneau
griped last week about a deluge of e-mails supporting over-the-counter sales of the
morning-after pill.

All three oppose the emergency contraception bill, and members of an abortion-rights
group tried to sway their opinions with e-mails generated by the group's Web site. At a

http://www.concordmonitor.com/print/143982 4/6/2011
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Electronic
signs could
be zapped

By Jason B. Grosky
'STAFF WRITER

SALEM — A free speech issue
over whether the town can restrict

the content of electronic message

signs used by businesses has plan-
ning officials pushing for their owni

B Where electronic ;ﬁﬁ“;{;;f ﬁ
_signs are. Page 2. together.
The Plan-
ning Board has drafted an ordi-
nance that would prohibit busi-
nesses or anyone elge from putting
up any new electronic signs in
townL )
“Salem is not a business-un-

friendly community and that’s pot

~ what we want it to be,” Planning
Director Ross A. Moldoff said. “But
the town has a right to say we
want to look better than we do
now and to control this type of sig-
nage.”

The fight about signs is ongoing
and spills from a lawsuit brought
last year by Barlo Signs on behalf
of Aleksa Autos on South Broad-
way, which has since received a
permit to replace its magnetic let-
ter board with an electronic sign.
Barle threatened to sue the town
again should it enact the new ordi-
nance,

WHAT'S IN FIVE
- WORDS?

Salem believes it can fix zoning ordi-
nance 309-844 by crossing out the
last five words. The ordinance “ex-
pressly” prohibits the following types
of signs in town:

Animated, moving, flashing, infensely
fighted signs, and signs that emit au-
dible sound, noise, or visible matter.

- This includes scrolfing, flashing, or re-
peating messages, Images or displays.
Electronic reader boards and elec-
tronic changeable copy signs are pro-
hibited except for time/temperature
messages.” 3

Voters will decide whether to
support the ordinance change on
the March & hallot. '

Salem’s existing ordinance bans
all electronic signs except those
which only show “time/tempera-
ture messages.” A Rockingham
County Superior Court judge ruled
in August that Salem failed to
ghow that its restrictions on the

“kind of speech to be displayed” on
Please see SALEM, Page 2
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Town would use
cash for schools
and recreation

By JasoN B. Grosky
STAFF WRITER

SALEM — The town wants to
tack$5,5000ntothecostofanew
home lgy charging a new impact
fee designed to ease the financial
Pressures the town’s
B Proposed Browing population
fees and is putting on schools,
what other  recreation and pub-
towns lic-safety services.
charge. State law allows
Page 4. communities to
charge the fee op

new construetion to address

growth issues. The charge is billed
to builders, who they pass the cost
on to new home buyers.

Salem currently charges an jm.
pact fee of $2,315 on new single-
family homes, which is given to
the school district.
mgz}l'spis a ope~ﬁI1)ne, upfront pay-

irector
Moldoff said. floss A.

Plans to charge new homeown.-
ers more heavily garnered the
support of selectmen lagt year,
whq paid $37,500 to study hiking
the impact fee, Voters will have
meﬁnalsayatthepoﬂsMath.

Some view impact fees ag Jjust
another tax and the cost of doing
business. Moldoff said he is not im-
mune to complaints,

“Somne people will argue that it’s
not fair because you could be 75
years old and lived in Salem all
your life, your kids are gone and
You want to build a new home,”
Molfioﬂ’ said. “You will have tg pay
(an impact) fee. But then you could
be a 28-year-gld guy with five kids
who's moved here from out of
town into an exigting home. You
won't pay a fee.”

Of course, Moldoft said, the 28-
year-old will move into a home
where thyeﬁgevious owners spent
years pa; tazes to the
town services the mygggt man
will get with his new home,

An average year goog about 110
new homes built in Salem. Under
itll]x; mu&%nm fees, that build-

WOl almost $255,000

for the school district.

The proposed fee change would
net about $439,000 for schools,

) PleaseseeSALEu,Page4 :

i

PROPOSED FEES
Type of home School fee  Recreation Public safety  Total cost
h ” ey $3.991 ; AEE »1»003 C 538 .. 5532
Townhouse 1048 821 4,146
Buplex . o L 29W . 93 701 - 4581
Muitifamify 1547 667 709 2,923
Moblle bome 2433 < - " 549 59 . 3501
A COST COMPARISON
Sakm'sraiswmtoﬂwcommmmameforhwadfees

Bow.........59200  Salem Hampstead ... $3,641
Londonderry. 7,879  (proposed) $5,532  Dover_. $3,195
Bedford......$6708  Plaistow.....$5084  Salem

Hooksett.._.. §5,789

Hudson........... $4102

(currently). $2,315

Source: Consultant Bruce Mayberry

SALEM: Town want
to boost impact fees

B Continued from Page 1

$110,000 for recreation and
$59,000 to be split between the Po-
lice and Fire departments.

Builders of the 112-unit Car-
leton Oaks project, commonly
known as the Wal-Mart apart-
ments, in front of the store, paid
$72,000 toward the school user
fee, Moldoff said. Had the pro-
posed impact fee been in place,
the builders would have paid
$327,000, he said

The town charges a separate
impact fee for the construction of
new commercial and industrial
property along Route 28 and the
Pelham Road industrial area.
That money is spent on road im-
provements.

‘The proposed impact fee meets
state law requiring that the fee is
“reasonably related to the capital
needs created by the develop-
ment,” Moldoff said.

Fire Chief Arthur E. Barnes I
said the impact fee money could
help address costs his depart-
ment faces in upcoming years,
such as a $1 million tower truck
or a West End fire station.

The school district’s user fee
was created in 1994 and enacted
in 1997 The district typically puts
the money toward paying down
loans that paid for elementary
school expansion projects in the

1990s. New home owners paid
$L8 million in school impact fees
between 1998 and November
2004,

Home builder Thomas A. Gios-
effi said he's paid the $2,315
school impaet fee charge many
times through the years. He
said be's OK with the town up-
ping the charge, so long as the
price is fair and the money is
properly used. .

“Everything in this business is
flow-through,” said Gioseffi, who
served on the fown’s growth
management ordinance commit-
tee in the mid-1990s and is cur-
rently building the 30-unit Village

at Town Center complex off
Lawrence Road. “One way or an-
other it’s going to get passed on
to the customer.” -

Gioseffi said he must pay the
impact fee before the town will
grant him an occupancy permit.
The sales price of the property is
adjusted accordingly.

“I make sure the price is high
enough to cover that and the oth-
er fees they're whacking me for,”
he said.

His current project involves
building homes sold only to peo-
ple who are older than 54.

The current and proposed ordi-
nances allow builders of senior
housing to seek waivers that
would excuse them from paying
the school and recreation fees,
Moldoff said. Those senior home
buyers would still be charged the
public-safety fee.

“l do not see this as a tool to
slow down growth,” Moldoff said.
“This is a tool for the town to try
to manage the impacts of
growth.”

Salem reporter Jason B.
Grosky may be contacted by call-
ing (603) 437-7000 or by emailing
at jgrosky@eagletribune.com.




1T Jepusme)

01 | su0dg

8 8qoreo0]

9 selrenyiqo

T speug frunurmioy

0068

¢

\ TR U 87 8100 B

T e S HELS DII0MD9Y0 30 SMoy
ELIVE) mzzﬁoﬁn\mmhorm 44¥18 38079

- e e

—

O1 X¥vondgagag *|

TMN



—-

T

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, Smaﬂ:town residents troubled by proliferation of blinking signs

AL

Salem Town Meeting voted to ban
most flashing message boards.

Flash

By James Vaznis
GLOBE STAFF

I l‘s\ N SALEM, N.H. — The elec-
SACIIN O 2 © tronic signs along Route 28
Hash seemingly everything a
consumer would want to
know, or at least what the
stores would like them to
know.

“We furnish ideas, not just
homes,” says one sign. “Best
Snowboards,” declares an-
other. “All yory nmd for pets, all the pets you need,”
chimes a thir-d.

New Hzmpshire has long loved its status as a shop-
ping destination — a place where out-of-state bargain
hunters can spend all they want without paying a dime
in sale s taxes — but some residents and town officials
are worried that the flashing store signs are transform-
inyg; their white steeple landscapes into honky-tonk
“Vegas strips.

And they would like the flickering to stop.

- From the retail hub of Salem to the more rural out-
post of Brookline, which doesn’t have a single flashing
sign, town meeting voters and town councils across
southern New Hampshire this winter will consider
proposals banning the installation of flashing signs, or
placing limits on the number of times a sign can change
messages in a day. Other area commmunities weighing
zoning changes include Bedford, Derry, Londonderry,
and Windham.

“When you think of small, quaint New England
towns, you dow’t see these bright flashing signs,” said
Frank Lukovits, cochairman of the Planning Board in
Brookline. “It just doesn’t fit into the atmosphere we
have.”-

His concerns and those of other critics go beyond
aesthetics. They worry the signs could distract drivers’
attention enough to cause accidents — something busi- .
nesses and electronic sign sellers dispute. Sign support-
ers point out that many state highway departments use
the same flashing signs that eritics complain about to
warn drivers of approaching traffic delays or detours.

“There really is no good evidence out there that
electronic signs are causing a hazard or traffic prob-
lems,” said Don Reed, a senior designer for Barlo Signs,

A Rockingham County Superior Court judge ruled
last sumimer the ban is unconstitutional.

point

one of the largest sellers of electronic signs in the area.
“Take alook at Times Square or Tokyo. People who
drive into a retail area expect to be visually enter-
tained”

And the signs should aftract attention, he and others
in the electronic sign industry say.

“H people don’t notice your sign, then it’s not work-
ing for you,” Reed said. “There is some distraction to
advertising”

The growing frustration armong some town leaders
and residents in southern New Hampshire over the
signs reflects a similar discontent across northern Mas-
sachusetts and the rest of New England. Many commu-
nities have outlawed the installation of new signs com-
pletely, while others require special approval from the
zoning or planning boards, said Bill Smillie, a sales and
marketing representative for Time-o-matic.

In some communities, signs can no longer flash time
and teroperature.

“It’s ludicrous,” said Smillie, who believes there is no
basis not to allow the signs into communities. “Most
people who say they don’t want to look like Las Vegas
have never been to Las Vegas. There, we are talking
about signs the size of buildings”

SIGNS, Page 12
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Flash point The Boston Glabe

Small-town residents troubled by proliferation of blinking signs
By James Vaznis, Globe Staff | February 10, 2005

SALEM, N.H. - The electronic signs along Route 28 flash seemingly everything a consumer would want to
know, or at least what the stores would like them to know.

“We furnish ideas, not just homes," says one sign. "Best Snowboards," declares another. "All you need for
pets, all the pets you need," chimes a third.

New Hampshire has long loved its status as a shopping destination -- a place where out-of-state bargain
hunters can spend all they want without paying a dime in sales taxes -- but some residents and town officials
are worried that the flashing store signs are transforming their white steeple landscapes into honky-tonk Vegas
strips.

And they would like the flickering to stop.

From the retail hub of Salem to the more rural outpost of Brookline, which doesn't have a single flashing sign,
town meeting voters and town councils across southern New Hampshire this winter will consider proposals
banning the installation of flashing signs, or placing limits on the number of times a sign can change messages
in a day. Other area communities weighing zoning changes include Bedford, Derry, Londonderry, and
Windham.

“When you think of small, quaint New England towns, you don't see these bright flashing signs," said Frank
Lukovits, cochairman of the Planning Board in Brookline. “It just doesn't fit into the atmosphere we have.”

His concerns and those of other critics go beyond aesthetics. They worry the signs could distract drivers'
attention enough to cause accidents - something businesses and electronic sign sellers dispute. Sign
supporters point out that many state highway departments use the same flashing signs that critics complain
about to warn drivers of approaching traffic delays or detours.

"There reaily is no good evidence out there that electronic signs are causing a hazard or traffic problems," said
Don Reed, a senior designer for Barlo Signs, one of the largest seliers of electronic signs in the area. "Take a
look at Times Square or Tokyo. People who drive into a retail area expect to be visually entertained.”

And the signs should attract attention, he and others in the electronic sign industry say.

"If people don't notice your sign, then it's not working for you," Reed said. "There is some distraction to
advertising."

The growing frustration among some town leaders and residents in southern New Hampshire over the signs
reflects a similar discontent across northern Massachusetts and the rest of New England. Many communities
have outlawed the installation of new signs completely, while others require special approval from the zoning
or planning boards, said Bill Smillie, a sales and marketing representative for Time-o-matic.

In some communities, signs can no longer flash time and temperature.

"It's ludicrous,” said Smillie, who believes there is no basis not to allow the signs into communities. "Most
people who say they don't want to look like Las Vegas have never been to Las Vegas. There, we are talking
about signs the size of buildings."

http://www.boston.com/news/local/articles/2005/02/1 0/flash point?mode=PF 2/10/2005
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The typical size sign that businesses install in this area, he said, is 3 feet by 5 feet, and costs on average
$40,000. Larger signs that feature an array of changing colors and a television screen can cost $150,000.

She put up her sign four years ago, and she said it has attracted business from those whizzing by on Route
28. She didn't have specific numbers on how the sign has increased sales, but she said customers comment
on how they found out about a sale or newly arrived merchandise on the electronic sign outside. The store is
located near a traffic light, providing drivers plenty of time to read the changing messages as they wait for a
green light.

"A sign is a sign," she said. "l can see controlling the size of a sign, but not the type of sign.”

Salem has been the hotbed of the sign dispute in New Hampshire. Three years ago, voters at Town Meeting
approved changes to zoning that prohibited electronic message signs, except for those that display time and
temperature. But last summer a Rockingham County Superior Court judge ruled that the restrictions violated
free speech because time and temperature were allowed but other information was not. The judge ordered the
town to allow a car dealership, which was at the center of the lawsuit, to install an electronic sign.

The ruling prompted many town planners throughout the region to review their town ordinances, and propose
bans on all electronic signs or limits on the number of times a sign can change messages in a day. Voters in
Salem will consider a new amendment that prohibits new electronic signs, including ones that alternate time
and temperature. Town planners there believe the town provides plenty of opportunities for businesses to
advertise, such as allowing them to hang banners on their stores or put out portable signs.

"I don't think they are hurting for visibility," said Ross Moldoff, the town's planning director. "Every merchant
wants more signage. They will tell you more signage equals more sales and profits. I'm sympathetic to that,
but we have a right to control what the shopping corridor looks like."

Bedford, one of the wealthiest communities in the area, is proposing the most restrictive sign ordinance,
barring both electronic signs and the old-fashioned ones with plastic letters that have to be changed by hand.
It would even prohibit gas stations from erecting new signs that advertise gas prices.

Industry insiders believe if towns across southern New Hampshire pass the ordinances, it will hurt small-
business owners. Reed said the electronic signs with their changing messages enable mom-and-pop stores to
stand out in a commercial landscape increasingly dominated by Home Depots, Wal-Marts, and McDonalds.
He applauds communities, such as Nashua, that have developed compromises that allow a sign to change
messages at least every five seconds so they don't appear to be constantly blinking.

"A little guy who has his own hardware store needs to compete with these big stores that have instant name
and brand recognition,"” Reed said. "Signs are very important. A lot of people don't realize the value of a sign -
how many people see it in a day and what it does for a business. It's absolutely essential, especially for a
small business."

But even some big national chains are using the electronic boards, too.

And local officials worry that the proliferation of these signs will diminish the small-town, New England feel of
their communities.

As Al Turner, director of planning and development in Windham, puts it: "It's a little bit honky-tonk." a

© Copyright 2005 The New York Times Company
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The same
standards

Salem’s special exceptions
stand alone and cannot be comr
pared to any other New
Hampshire community. The
loopholes in Salem’s special
exceptions allow applicants to

mcet THoTS tonient Triterta thoan

for all

Quoting Thomas Jefferson,
“Equal rights for all, special
privileges for none.” A sound
idea yet Salem’s commercial-
industrial special exceptions
clause fails those criteria. Why
should developers of commer-
cial and industrial sreas be
exempt from having to follow the
same rules
and regula-
tons that ev-
eryone else is
required to
obey when
requesting a
variance?
What's good
for the goose
ought to be
good for the
gander.

The cur-
rent special
exceptions provisions were put
in place during the 1960’s to
attract businesses to buildup
Salem’s tax base. Mission
accomplished; now let's trash
special exceptions.

Current regulations provide
a path that industrial and com-
mercial developers can follow
that will allow them to cbtain
any reasonable variances or
changes to zoning that they
might seek. 5

Without special exceptions,
commercial developers can still
come forward, follow the same
ground rules that apply to all
others and request a variarice
just like everyone else is
required to do. The Zoning
Board of Adjustment can grant
variances and if it's a large proj-
ect a developer can request to
rezone the land. For example,
the commerciakindustrial zon-
ing ordinance was changed last
year to include health clubs,
recreation facilities, universities
and colleges.

One man’s

variances and give less discre-
tion to the ZBA and because of
this the board has less authority
to deny a project. The vague
ness and lack of guidance of
this provision to the ZBA gives

 an applicant an advantage in a

court battle resulting in an
almost always no-win situation
for the town. This occurred
during 2002 in a case brought
before the Supreme Court,
“Salem Vickerry Realty, LLC
versus the Town of Salem,”
where the Supreme Court over-
turned the denial of its request
for a special exception from the
town zoning ordinance. The
town denied the reduction of
nine parking spaces at Circuit
City. Consider this, since the
vagueness in the current provi-
sion results in an almost sure
win for the developers in a
court of law; isn't this motive
enough for developers to fight
to keep the special exceptions

- in place?

In: support of special excep-
tions, Ed Callahan, Vice
President and General Masager -
Rockingham Park, has said this
provision has been in place for
40 years and he believes doing
away with it is a terrible way to
treat people who have tried to
be good neighbors. He said
they are willing to work with
and cooperate with the town to
make changes to the special
exceptions that would be more
palatable to Salem's citizens,
adding he and others were
working towards that last year
with the planning buard when
selectmen chose to do away
with the special exceptions pro-
vision. Their response was a
protest petition requiring two-
thirds voter approval to pass the
ban. The result was a win when

only 64 percent voted to ban
special exceptions.

Former Planning Board
Chairman Jim Keller said that

Please see OPINION page 20
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B Continued from Page 1

million in government contracts

during the scheme. Burke paid

Mayer about $100,000 in cash

bribes and made the following im-

nrovements to Mayer’s home at 4
dden Drive in Salem:

the sentence. :

“It will take a few weeks for that
to be completed, and the report
will then be submitted to me and
Mr. Mayer's lawyer for us to com-
ment on,” said Kinsella.

The length of Mayer's sentence

Former

will depend on several factors “re-

* Paid for and installed new
shingles.

» Installed central air condition-
ing and renovated bathreoms with
the help of three other contractors.

» Installed a retaining wall along
Mayer’s driveway.

* Plowed snow in Mayer’s drive-
way and mowed his lawn.

Carpets were also installed in r

the home of one of Mayer’s rela-
tives along with other repairs, ac-
cording to prosecutors.

U.S. Attorney Thomas Colan-
tuono said in a statement that
Mayer's activities put a black
mark on honest public officials.

“Government officials who
breach their trust by engaging in
illegal comduct for monetary gatn,
dishonor all hardworking, honest
government employees who are
dedicated to their jobs,” Colan-
tuono said.

He praised the work of the Office
of Inspector General, which mves-
tigated the case.

Kinsella said yesterday the U.S.
Probation Office is now preparing

. a report that will guide Judge

Steven McAuliffe in handing down

lated to the manner which the of-
fenses were committed, the nun-
ber of bribes received and the val-
ue of the service performed by the
bribe-paying officials,” he said.

Defense lawyer Gerard
LaFlamme did not return a call for
comroent.

G

- that were exclusively awarded to

official

guilty of
bribes

By JaMES A. KimBLE
STAFF WRITER

SALEM — A former Salem Board mem-
ber ha:ummi aweg:led $100,000 in bribes and
renovations ome in exchange for awarding
more than $4 million in government contracts to
home builders. .

Robert Mayer, 56, pleaded guilty
in US. District Court to defrauding
the Veterans Affairs Office in Man.
chester while he worked there as a
loan specialist.

Federal prosecutors say Mayer
manipulated paperwork at the of-
fice 8o it appeared other contrac-
tors had been asked to bid on jobs

. Mayer also let these “bribe-pay-
ing” coniractors receive government money for
work they never performed, or made sure contrac-
tors were paid “exorbitant amounts” for work they
bmedwmegove:nmentsaidRobenMKbJsena,as—
sistant U.S. attorney.
_Inexchangefm'aguﬂtyplea,Mayerwﬂ]notmce
trial, audpmsecutorshaveaglwdtodroponeotthe
“ﬁhal'ycharg%mthewse.BasedonthedeaLMay-

" va could serve up to nearly six years in federal

lI;Hrisoxflwlgldhebeenconvictedattrial,Mayereould
ve up to 15 years in n and a maxim
fine of $250,000. ¢ o and o
Mz_aya admitted during a Feb. 25 that he
manipulated paperwork at his office for about five
yeamHebeganworkiugfortheVeteransAffahsOﬁ
fice in December 1991 and started bids
sometime in 1996, according to court documents,
Mayer left thejobinFebmaryZ(X)zandhasremamm
0n 100 percent disability.
racs, Jo Bt o Do e o et o the o
, has alsg to
guilty to charges related to the case, to
court documents. The three other home builders in
Mayer’s case were not indicted or identified.
* Prosecutors say Burke was given about $3.1

Please see BRIBES, Page 10
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o Un Article 17 + Vote No On Article 17 - Vote No On Article 17+ Vote No . On Article 17

What’s so bad
about looking good?

1 We've already voted “NO” on this proposal
twice in the last two years. The inclusion of
this year's article on the ballot takes
“reconsideration” to a new level!

Throughout our community, responsible
< property owners and dedicated, concerned
¢ developers have enhanced Salem’s

' environment and community landscape
using special exception approvals.

As you travel through Salem on your daily

On Article 17 + Vote No On Article 17 +« Vote No Ors%rﬁcle 17 « »

2JOA « L1 3314y uQ op 2j0p . £L SPH4Y uQ oN oA . £g I|YUQ ON I§OA « »

@: » routines, most of the significant and .
e « memorable architecture that you enjoy was
S - made possible thanks to the approval of
% special exceptions, |
2 ; \E
i ¢ These provisions do not compromise public |8
3 | safety, environmental or aesthetic concerns. ¢ {4
S TAKE EXCEPTION " They do, however, allow the consideration >
2 of development which will visually y g.
P . enhance the landscape of our community. \ =
4 VOTE NO ON e )
n ' B
A ARTICLE 17. :
£ o
3 2
v (L]
T S
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,,,,,,,,,, They just won’t take ||
NO for an answer!

{ Whether it's at the polls or during

We ’Ve already : town meeting, Salem citizens try to

avoid “reconsideration”. Yet, for the

d « 0” t third time in the last three years,
VOte —N-—- “s  certain individuals want to eliminate
h ¢ l 1 special exceptions again!

On t 15 p rop Osa ¢ Whataworld it would be if we could
TWICE B EFORE ’ ( keep voting “over and over again”;
o,  when the issue or candidate we

support doesn’t win!

rticle

P

"On Article 17  * Vote No On Article 17 -« Vote No On

We've already voted this article “down”

TAK_E EXCEPTION. { twice in the last two years! Yet,

individuals with their own agenda

" want us to keep voting on the issue; {
VOTE N 0 ON / until the results “go their way”. |

Respect the choice of Salem’s voters...

ARTIC LE l 7 ’772 twice in the last two years. Vote NO!!
eoe

Vote No On Article 17 « Vote K.
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CHERYL SENTER/Staff photo
from Leonard Cross, who was paying for his late fees. Cross said
1l within the library's grace period for fines.

ibrary fines

chase new materials

reople in their  ing library books on time, Strang said. In

800Ks, said Salem, books can be renewed up to three

e Kelley Li- times — online, over the phone or, of course,
in person.

brary collected But occasionally, a book gets returned

.Themoneyis that has taken a longer than normal trip.

r the library Maybe once a year, a book that’s about 10

ance. years overdue will suddenly reappear,

1e Derry Public  Strang said.

i~ how i “Often the explanation is that they moved

into a new house in Salem and found a li-
surpersonnel,”  brary book in a cupboard or closet,” Strang

{ about return- Please see FINES, Page C5

) Salem

oning
loophole’

By JasoN B. GROSKY
STAFF WRITER

SALEM — Support from two-
thirds of Salem voters is needed

'+ to close a “loophole” in town zon-

ing regulations known as the
“special exception.”

The special exception, which
applies to commercial land, is
credited for the creation of pro-
Jjects like the Icenter. Conversely,
it’s criticized for projects like the
112-unit apartment complex re-
ferred to as the “Wal-Mart apart-
ments” on North Broadway.

For the second straight year, a

* group of businesspeople filed a

protest petition to challenge a
warrant article that seeks to
eliminate the special exception
from Salem’s zoning rules. Doing
s0 means two-thirds of voters,
rather than just a simple majori-
ty, must support the effort to
erase it

Among those fighting to keep
the exception are the owners of
Rockingham Park, the Mall at
Rockingham Park, Canobie Lake
Park and others who own land in
commercial districts.

“This is the third time in three
years this has come up,” said Ed-
ward M. Callahan, general man-
ager at Rockingham Park. “The
first two times it was defeated
and we hope the citizens will de-
feat it again this time. We do not
have to throw everything away
to make appropriate changes.”

James E. Holland Jr. filed the
citizens petition this year. The
Planning Board gave its backing.

Holland was the selectmen

may close

- PROTESTERS

Property owners who filed a protest
petition against the warrant article
that seeks to efiminate the special
exception zoning ordinance include:

Rockingham Park

Mall at Rockingham Park

Canobie Lake Park

Winmill Equipment

Burlington. Self Storage

Berge Nalbanian

GHK Company, awner of industrial
park on Raymond Avenue '
Manor Parkway property owners
Dr. Robert Hannon

LL&S Landfill on Lowell Road
Brooks Properties

Gudek Realty

Paul Garabedian Jr.

chairman when the board tried to
get the special exception elimi-
nated at the polls in 2004. Proper-
ty owners, including those of the
racetrack, filed the protest peti-
tion. The plan to eliminate the ex-
ception failed by 157 votes, with
62.3 percent of voters in favor of
erasing it.

An atterpt to modify the spe-
cial exception failed at the polls in
2003.

“The special exception is 2 ma-
jor loophele in our regulations,”
Plarming Director Ross A. Mold-
off said. “We do not want some-
one forcing something down our
throats that we do not want be-
cause we do not have the regula-

Please see ZOMING, Page £5
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commercial ‘loophole’

& Continaved from Poge C1

tions to stop it.”

Salem created the special excep-
tion in the 1960s to promote devef-
opment here. The town was endur-
Ing a population boom and sought
‘businesses to help infuse tax do-
lars needed to build new schools

and public safety buildings.

Like any Comumunity, Salem’s
Zoning Board of Appeals can grant
“variances” to allow property own-
€rs to create developments that do
not comply per se with zoning

Tules. The special exception clause,

though, is more vaguely worded
and gives developers the best
chance to build something that
otherwise skirts the zoning laws,

" Moldoft said. ,
- “By the special €xception, you

could put up something that's not
otherwise allowed, like apart-
ments in a commercial district,” he
sald, referring to the 112-unit Car-

leton Oaks project by Wal-Mart,

“The way it’s written, you could

- apply for anything, It’s extreme,

but you could apply for a nuclear
wer plant or a trash-hauling fa-
dty.»

- Rockingham Park is viewed as

the greatest property that could be

 impacted by the existence or elim-
- Ination of the exception. Plans to

Tedevelop the 170-acre site have
come and gone for 3 couple of
years, Coincidentaﬂy, the Rock

. took advantage of the special ex-

ception in 1983 when it built 3 six-
story clubhouse. The club other-
wisedid not comply with hejght re-

strictions listed in town zoning

rules.

Many communities have special
exceptions, but Moldoff said he
knows of no town whose rule is ag
flexible and vague as Salem’s,

The town last changed the ordi-
nance in 1989, The Planning Board
last year proposed tightening the
ordinance so residentia] property
could not be built on commercial

d — a response to the Carleton

Among the special exception requests

Salem has considered since 1998;
2003

GFI-Carleton Oaks, 332 N. Broadway,

build 112 apartments ~ granted.

Circuit City, 412 5. Broadway, reduce

parking spaces ~ granted.

Salem Restaurant Group, 1 Keewaydin

Drive (Holiday Inm), eliminate 11 parking

spaces - granted,
2002

Canobie Lake Park, 85 N. Policy St., ride

to exceed 80-foot height restriction -
granted.

Policy Pond LLC 332 N, Broadway, build
60-foot-tall apartmant building instead

of 35-foot limit ~ denjed,
Larry J. Minassian, 33 Pelham Road,
convert office space to one apartment
=~ granted.

2001
Jofin McLaughlin, 25 Pelham Road,
build four-story office building where
three stories are allowed ~ granted.
Demouias, 169 S, Broadway, allow 931
parking spaces where 975 required -
denied.

Oaks project, However, the board
dropped its plans when selectmen
decided to ask voters to eliminate
the entire spe¢ial exception,

* To get a special exception, a de-
veloper must show his project
would:

B Not serlously diminish surround-
ing property values,

SPromote a more advantageous
use of the land, ,

B Not create a fire, sanitation,
odor, health or traffic hazard.

2 Not run contrary to the spirit of
the ordinance, -

The power to grant a special
exception lies with the Zoning
Board of Appeals,

According to Moldoff's records,

the fown refused 11 of 65 special -
exception requests made be-
tween 1995 and 2003,

LAty 1 |55 b
e bedlily

@ oo immane Dol

THE PROJECTS

Demeulas, 153 5. Broadway, reduce ex-
isting open space - denjed.
Demoulas, 153§, Broadway, allow 901
parking spaces where 972 required -
granted. S
Glynn Family Realty Trust, 321N, Main
St allow convenience store safes at
marina ~ granted. .

2000 A
Ninety-Nine Restaurant, 149 S. Broag-
way, waive two sethack requirements -
granted, '
Park Place Realty Trust, 29 and 31 Stiles
Road, permit 45-foot building height on
two buildings where 35 feet are al-
lowed - granted,
V&S Entertainment, 60 Lowell Roag,
sports and entertainment complex at
Icenter - granted.

1999
Wellsford Capital Properties, 19-21 Koe-
waydin Drive, four-story hote| - grant-
ed, :
Craig Canovitch, 14 Garabedian Drive,
maximum building height of 43 feet ~
denied.
Salem Vickerry Realty, 400-428 5,

Rockingham Park is consider-
ing redevelopment, though it
would prefer the state allow slot
machines or videg gaming at the
track. Callahan said the Special
exception would help the Rock if
the Legislature approved ex-
panded gambling,

“HOW CAN AVOID
PRODUCING PASSIVE, |
INDIFFERENT STUDENTS? |

Broadway, six separate requests -
three granted, three denied.

1998
Salem Corporate Park Associates, 60
Lowell Road, dyal hockey rink (Icenter)
with height and parking changes -
granted.

1997

'Canobie Lake Park, 85 N. Palicy St.,

height restriction waiver - granted,
Field of Dreams, 46 Geremonty Drive,
expanded use - denjed.

May Department Stares, Mall at Rock-
ingham Park, height and parking -
granted,

Omni Point Communications, 134 and
138 8. Policy St, tower height - denied.
1996

Bell Atlantic, 7 Raymond Ave,, tower
height ~ granted,

Weathervane Seafood Restaurant, 415,
Broadway, setback - granted.

Scudder, Stevens & Clark, Northeastern
Boulevard, building height - granted,
Granite State Electric/Sprint 9 Lowell
Road, tower height - grantad,

“Whether we get gaming could
depend on Special exception, be-
cause gaming is not part of our
Current zoning,” he said. “Here, "
(residents) may be voting the spe-
cial exception away and putting
the decision in the hands of a cou-
ple of people on a co ittee.”

-...We could start by using
daily newspapers in our

public schools.”
N WALTER CRONKITE

— Jormer CBS EBrening News Anchormuan

You can actively promote literacy
in your community by supporting
The Eﬁ?gﬁ«?ﬁhuﬂn’c Nowrem me .
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Article 17

No On Article 17 + Vote No On Article 17 + V

East side... west side...
ALL around the town.

INo On Article 17 « Vote No On Article 17

Special exceptions
bring character to
our community.

¢l through Salem inyour

" daily routine, most of the mgmﬁiant (
_ and memorable archttec_ture tha

. you observe was built with the \]
{ approval of special exceptions. .

bs
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These provisions do not comp \

" public safety, environmental or
! aesthetic concerns. They do, ¥
. however, allow the consideration 0f

b will visually
¢ development which wi
. enhance the {andscape of our

" community.

mechanisms retpaiﬂ,
al exceptions
d the town's

The regulatory .
solidly, in place. Spect
have not COMpromise
ability to have input.

hoice of Salem’s voters

ct the ¢
RESW& he \a."\t t“'p() yan? -

I .. .twiceint

Foward M Calahan farge J Khoury
Frvn Thmothsy |ane Seven Longwood Road
Salem_ NH
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Proposal to nix e
ordinance

mercial developers to town. At the
time, the growing town needed
more businesses and their tax dol.
lars to halp with the building of a
police station snd three schools
and to fund other projects.

Aided by the loosely worded
special exception ordinance, de-
velopers can seek approval of a
project without having to secure
variances and show a *hardship,”
85 Is otherwise required for pro-
Jects that do not comply with zon-
ing lawa Getting a variance is of-
ten more difficult and tnvolves a
more comprehensive process.
The special exception ordi-
nance can be used in many ways
to get projects passed move easi-
Iy. For example, a developer
could seek a special exception to
construct g building taller than
the town's helght restrictions al-
low or to create fewer parking
spaces than what is permitted.

The ordinance is cheered for its
use in projects like the Icenter,
andlsmundlyu‘lﬁ@dasbetng
the reason the 112unit Carleton
Oaks project — dubbed the “Wal-
Mart apartments,” bt on North
Broadway. I the case of Carteton
Oaks, the resldences were built
on eommerefal land, which ts not
allowed under zoning regula-
tons, while the Ieenter exceeded
height restrictions,

This is the second year voters
will consider eliminating the or-
dinance.

she would rather pee a
tougher ordinance, candidate
Gabriele Fusee satd she will vote
‘yes' to eliminate the special ex-
ception because she does not
trust the selectmen to try to
adopt more rules.

“You'd just end up with the
same people there bickering,”
said Fusee, who is making her
frst run for public office.

Candidate Michas! J. Lyons satd
e will vote ‘no’ today. B elected
selectman, Lyons said he would
propose changing the speciaf ex-
ception rude g0 hones cannot be
bullt on commerciul property.

“Compromise {5 the way we get

,,,,,,,, vides candidates
WHAT DO THE

| SALEM — Candidates tor - CANDIDATES SAY?

ectman are split on a guestion ;

facing voters today: whether to @.ﬂﬁmm

nancet::edbydevdnﬁenmget “‘gy&gqn—"mwﬁ? ~
Three out of five challengers ~ EdwardC.DeClercy LY

said they will vote ‘yes’ on Article ! o Ney

17 to eliminate the ordinance, Yes

while the two others said they " Ng

will vote ‘no,’ to keep the excep- 5

ct. Both 4

“T will vote yee to eliminate 1,
butﬁxenweabm!dworkmgent
back on the books and written so
it is more protéctive for the
town,” Smith said “Other towns
have(speda!exccpﬁom)bntﬂmy
arenot as free as what ourg fs™

Incumbent Rverett P. McBride
Jr. said he will vote to elhminate

ely ged,” he
said. “I think everyone knows
what's driving thisis the (Carleton .
Osks) apartments. If this doesn’t
nase, we'll have to look to change”™
the wording of the ordinance.

Eliminating
tion requires & two-thirds vote.
That {s because several land
owners, including people behind
Raockingham Park, the Mall at
Rockingham Park and Canobie
Lake Park filed a protest
against the special exception
warrant article submitted by for-
mer Selectman James E. Holland
Jr. Had the petition not been filed,
4 simple majority could have
done away with the spectal ex-
ception ordinance,

Last year, plans to eliminate
the ordinance failed by 157 votes,
with just 62 percent voter ap-
proval; a two-thirds vote was re-
quired last year as well .

Candidate Robert J. Biliott said
be will vote agalnst eliminating
the ordinance, while Edward G,
DeClercq said he will support it.

“Tt doesn't look like the owners
of these (properties) will let us
tweak down the rule unless s to
thetr satisfaction,” DeCleroq said.
"We may ae well go for eltminat-
ing it and start from the begin-

ning.

Elliott saki the selectmen bear
some responsibility for bad pro-
Jects adopted under the special
exception. After all, he sald, the
selectmen appoint members to
the Zoning Board of Appeals,
which decides whether to grant
special exception requests.

“It we get 1id of the ex-
ception, that could jeopardize

things done in our A
be sald. “Here we're golng for the
whole thing again rather than the
compromise, 1¢°s just Hke last
year when they plowed this
down at the last minate ”

"The Planning Board supported
eliminating the spectal exception.
Under Lyons, who was the
board’s chafrman at the time,
planners pushed last year for the
compromise plan he shill favors —
no residential units on commer-
cial{and. That plan died when the
selectinen pushed voters to elimi-
nate the special exception.

Incumbent Philip A. Smith said
be wants the same result as

Lyons, However, he is taking a

(the p ial for) slots and gam-
ing at the track,” he said, refer-
ring to Park, which
has lobbled for years in hopes of
mwngtheheg!s!ambmm
expanded gambling. A special ex-
ception could be sought because
town zoning rufes doo’t atlow for

Candidate Joan D. Steinberg
sald she, too, Is against the spe-
cial exception.

“We have enough buildings
and enough stuff,” she sald, ~The
imore buildings we have, the tax.
s go up and everything ",

Candidate Stephen F. Camp-
beu,diduotrespondwithh!spo
sition on the proposed change.
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Planners to take swing.

at golf-course expansion

By Jason B. Grosky
STAFF WRITER

SALEM — Town planning officials will
don hoots and venture behind back yards
Thursday to see how close new holes
sought by Merrimack Golf Course will get
to Pond Street homes. *

" “According fo the maps, the houses are
quite a ways away, Plannmg Dmtor Ross
A Moldoffsaid. -~ -

The two new holes planned by the
Methuen golf course would cross the state
line into Salem. The Planning Board must
give site plan approval for the prosect to go
forward

Onelssueplannersmustcoﬁtendwithzsv
whether fo require the golf course to rigup -

. special screens fo keep golf balls from
reaching Salem homes, Moldoff said.

The course i “probably a couple of hun-
dred feet away” from homes, but whether
the two points are separated by “irees or
grass” will factor into the decision, he said.

Michael J. Lyons, the selectimen’s repre-
sentative to the Planning Board, said he is
pleased to be weighing a plan that protects
open space rather than one which would in-
volve building homes along the course. That
said, Lyons said he wants to make sure the
Salem neighbors are protected.

“The golf course has a right to go ahead
and do their expansion,” he said. “My con-
cern is the abutters and the impaect on
them.” ‘

Olga and Donald Boland of 105 Pond St.
argued against the golf club’s plans in a let-

- ter they sent to the town.

Plans to build the two holes are part of the
major face-ift sought by owners of the 99-
year-old golf course. Golfers and architects

&ZW&&W

arelong outdated, built at a time when small
greens with a 5 to 7 percent grade — versus
today’slargergreenswﬁhaztospereent :
slope — were common,

An improved clubhouse and irrigation
system for fairways are also planned for the
18-hole course,

To go forward, the oourse needs approval
from Saler’s Planning Board, Zoning Board
of Appeals, the New Hampshire Wetlands
Bureau #nd Departnient of Edvironinental
Services. Salem’s Conservation Commis-
sion already approved the project. Methuen
officials must also approve dxﬂerent aspects
of the project.

Should the course renovations be ap-
proved, Salem would become home to a par-
4, 400-yard hole (measured from the back
tees), plus a par-3 hole likely to be 140 to 160
yardsin length Golfers would also shoot off
a new tee in Saiem toward a green in

Methuen.

Construction in Salem would include cut-
ting down some trees across wetlands to
create a “fly-way” for a ball en route from a
tee to 3 green.

Moldoff said his primary concern is the
potential impact the expansion could have
on the neighboring World End Pond. Town-

‘commissioned studies show the pond will

fill in and become regular land over the next
several hundred years, he said. The water
i8 six feet deep in some spots, and places
that were open water 20 years ago are now

~ filed with weeds and cattails, he said.

Conservation Commission officials want
the golf course to grant Salem a conserva-
tion easement on the property in question,
which would block the course from ever
building on the property.

Merrimack officials have said they are
agreeable o that request.
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to lose the past

~ Salem explores limited options
for presemng historically valuable landmarks

BY RUSS CHOMA

Staff Writer

tmost four centuries
Aago the first settlers

came through - the
woods from Methuen, and
stood atop Spickett Hill to gaze
down on the empty wilderness
that would one day become
Salem. Today, wouldbe re-
enactors wouldn't just have
trouble picturing Salem as
untouched; they probably

wouldn't even make it all the

way up Spickett Hill.

A 140Hoot radio tower has
been erected at the top of the
and a housing develop-

of Salem’s Historic District
Commission, the loss of this
historic spot is a sad thought.
Not that she's against progress,
she said, but would just like to
see more of Salem’s historic
landmarks preserved.

“Spickett Hill was the site of
fone of the original structures
built by settlers) the Gartison
houss and at the bottom was an
Indian settlement,” Glynn ssid.
“As time went on it was never
brought to surface and it just
went by the byways, and now
it’s just built on.”

Although land conservation
is becoming more popular -
with' more and more communi-
ties making use of vpen-spaca
and special protected wetland
designations to keep land unde-
veloped - historic preservation
is still only & minor considera-
tion when most planning dec
sions are made. In Salem, the
only tool available to planning
officials to preserve historic
buildings or property is the
Historic District.

Straddling & short stretch of
Route 97, the district sncom-

passes the traditional "town
center” where the first village
sprung up, and where the early
sottlers built their first town
meeting house. Within the dis-
trict, any property owner seek-
ing to make changes to their
land or the outside of any struc-
tures must first submit their
plans to the Historic District
Commission.

Glynn said the commission
is largely concerned with pre-
serving the “tradifional New
England” look, limiting signage
and ensuring building appear-
ance stays in line with a now-
typical colonial design.

“It's a very, very small area,

. but it would be nice to keep itin

concept with the old ways of
looking,® Glynn said, “(Even
though the district}) is so

minute, the thing is that it's -

such a prime location for any
kind of visibility, so we're just
trying to hold onto it, just the
way it is, and it’s difficult.”

One option that could
become available to Salem
town officials is the possibility
of grants from the state’s Land
and Community Heritage In-
vestment  Program (LCHIP),
which distributes money to his-
toric preservation projects that
add to the historic, or conserva-
tion vatue of 2 community. To
date, town officials say they've
yet to seriously explore the pro-
gram. Neighboring Windham
and Pelham have received
grants, including $40,000 to the
Windbern Historic District
Commission to help rehabili-

" wte that town’s Barlay House,

and Pelham’s conservation
commission received $60,000
to acquire 23 acres of water-
shed land.

The LCHIP program started
in 2000 with a fund of $12 mi}
lion, which has since been

“You just can’t replace
some of these things.
I don’t want us to be
a generation where
the only thing we
leave behind is
Tupperware.”

Salctman Sepharie Micklon

spent, but continues to receive
funding in part through the sale
of the state’s special conserva-
tion license plates - depicting a
moose - contributing $6 to
LCHIP for every plate pur-
chased.

According to Community
Development Director Bill
Scott, the first step for Salem to
receive LCHIP funding would
be to update the towd's histori-
cal survey. This survey, which
has been conducted before,
atternpts to identify all historic
buildings, property or land-
marks. Using this information,
Scott said, a longterm plan sim-
ilar to a Capital Improvements
Program, but focusing on the
town's historic preservation pri-
orities, would be developed.
The projects identified as prior-
fties, he said, could become eli-
gible to receive the LCHIP
money.

Ross Moldoft, Salem's plan-
ning director, said that should
the town receive grant money -
whather LCHIP or for conser-
vation efforts - as much as
$500,000 could be available to
the town in the form of match-
ing grants.

Glynn said she was not par-
ticularly familiar with the
LCHIP program, but said the
idea of obtaining some sort of

grant money to rehabilitate his-

toric properties is appealing.
Glynn noted that Salem Fire

" Department's100th anniversary

is approaching.

“rm kind of hoping there
would be some work or some
funds to restore the Hose
House No. 2,” she said.

Aside from LCHIP and the
Historic District, both Moldoff
and Scott said the town was
really limited in terms of his-

" toric preservation.

Moldoff noted that just
because no official tools were
available to the town didn't
mean Salem planners weren't
interested in historic preserva-
tion. In the past, he said, offi-
cials have successfully worked
with property owners to pre-
serve specific structures of his-
taric value.

“It's unfortunate, we need to
do more,” Moldoff said.

Selectman Stephanie Mick-
lon, recently appointed as the
board of selectman’s represen-
tative on both the Historic
District Commission and the
Museum Committee, said she
fears Salem is in danger of for-*
getting its roots. By stepping up
historic preservation efforts,
she said, a balance can be main-
tained that stll respects the
town's thriving development
but also holds on to the past.

“Salem s such a dichoto-
my,” she said. “You can go from
mega-malls to the historic dis-
trict at the old town center, and
it’s like old New England.

“And what we've got to do is
try and preserve what we've got
and increase anything we can
have added,” she said. "You just
can't replace some of these
things. I don't want us to be a
generation ‘where the only

‘thing we leave behind is

Tupperwsre.”
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Salem’s changing landscape

J
3,

l-hgh growth rates challenge efforts to conserve Salem open space, farmland

BYBUSSM
Staft Writer - ‘

oranymewhuhashwdmf

Salem for a number of -

years, the fact that the town
~and the stats as a whole - is rap-
idly Josing open space and farm-
land is no secret. However, on
March 30, the state’s largest land
conservation group, the Society
for the Protection of New Hamp-
shire Forests, released a teport
finding the state’s population is
gmwh:gatastwmm,m
particularly in kin
County, usable farmlaud is disap-

: i

than any other New England
state, and the trend will continue
with mare than 350,000 new res-
idents over the next 20 years -
and the potential for a complete
buildout of southeastern New
Hampshire in 25 years. In
Rockingham County, at least 1/3
of usable agricultural land has
been lost in the last five years
‘wne, the group’s report says.
v a fraction of New Hamp-

“Yllire’s open space is being pro-

tected, group officials say, and

what remains can guickly be

lost ,
Salern Town Planner Ross

- Moldoff has not seen the report,

but said the cancerns raised by
SPNHF seem accurate.

“The mmmbers {on the loss of
open space} in Salem are stag-
gering,” Moldoff said. “In 1882,
about 79 percent of the commu-
nity was considered open land.
In 2000, that number had really
gone down to 25 percent - just in
that 40-year period, we Jost 50
percent of the open space in
Salem.”

Moldoff said only a handfol ~
perhape &3 fow as two — working
farms remain in Salem, and the
pressure toturn over ope space
and sgriculturel land to devalop-
ers is intense. He estimated the
“raw price” of land ~ the costof &
parcel with no buildings or
dovelopment - has dosbled in
the last five to eight years.

“The value of land is so high
(landowners} are. getting up-
wards of $200,000 for a build-
able lot” Moldoff seid, explain-
ing the motivation for many
landownsrs to sell off unused
open space or farmland. '

SPNHF officials confirmed

ol !'s rambers and said that,
aithough areas outside of the I-
93 corridor have begun seeing
higher rates of development,
Salem “remsins on the front

line* According to the Changing

mmmmmsmmmmwmmunnnammwmmmmwmmmm
sbility of the property; mwmmmmemm&MWmmﬂnm according to 8 new report.

Of the handful of working farrs the remain in Salom, 3 fow g3 two are st
used for agriculiural purposes, while the rest are primarily home for horsas,
ks Dynasty Farma, pictired here.

in the ares may have risen up to
107 percent in the past five
years, and Salem now bas a pop-
ulation density of roughly 1,200
residents per square mile - well
above the 1,000 residents per

square mile cutoff to qualify as
an *urban* #rea under the US.
Census Bureaw's guidelines.

*We tend to think of the
lower Merrimack River corridor
and western Rockingham
County ss ane of the real epicen-
ters of continued growth, and

Salam is right there* sald Dan
Sundquist, research director for
the orgapization.

Sundquist said the society
had surveyed land and ideoti-
fied key acreage of open space
land, based on the productivity
of the soil for a variety of uses,
including forest growth, agricul-
tural uses and promcﬁon of
water sapply.

for SPNHF, said that the reslity
is that new housing does uesd to
be built to support New
Hampshire's sconomic growth -
the best way to balance that need
with preservation of upen space,
agricultural land and watershed
acreage, when it comes to actual-
ly doing somsthing about trying
io presetve open space, is o
encourage higherdensity devel-

“In Salem, you've got about ~opment.

10,400 acres of imporiant forast
wﬂ.bmonIySPermmofthatm
protected in  eny way”
Sundgquist said, adding that, of
the 1,100 acres of prime agricul-
tural soil, only 2.6 percent is pro-
tected.

Sundqguist said SPNHF had
also identified 4,500 acres of
“critical water supply lend® -
acreage thet protects highyield
aquifers or watershed areas. The
water supply within that ares,
Sundguist said, supplied water to
roughly 19,000 residents of
Salem, but only 250 acres - 7
percent - was under some form
of protection.

“There’s & topline issue for
Salem, and a lot of sther towns,”
Sundquist said.

Chris Wells, policy dirsctor

*“I think one of the sclutions is
for towas to look hard at their
Jocal plsnning and zouing ordi-
nances, and at Jeast try and make
it possibla for private developers
and nonprofits to build houses at
higher density,” he said, suggest-
ing multifamily units or smaller
budlding Jot sizes could help slow
the rate at which open space is
encroached upon.

“T'm not saying this is some-
thing that should be dictated, but
it should at lesst be an siterna-
tive in every New Hampshire
town,” he said, noting that it
could have other bensfits, like
developing community centers.
“In oo many fowns, you can no
longer build a ‘New Hampshire
village,’ because of planning and
zoning,”
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Wezghzng the good

with the bad

Tradition dictates that
during Board of Selectmen
candidate interviews, the
only people present are the
selectmenand the candi-
dates. While the meeting is
open to the public, the idea is
that interviews should be
conducted within a semi-pri-
vate setting to put the candic
dates at ease and allow them
to be as open as possible
about their intentions and
goals,

This is an excellent idea -
yet it grates against the idea
of open and public proceed-
ings. First and foremost is the

- fact the interviews are public

meetings and the public can
attend, regardless of cour-
tesy, and should be able to
attend without feeling as if
they were breaching social
etiquette. Some candidates
balk at the idea of interview-
ing before the public or the
press, yet the argument can
be made that appointing
someone to a public board
who cannot speak before the
public is probably not a good
idea.

Additionally, having the
public at interviews, it has
been argued, can also serve
as a deterrent to otherwise
interested candidates. Refer
to the above argument for
rebuttal.

But the crucial point is,
and will remain, the inter-
views are public. The idea
behind this, as with other
public meetings, is to have
people attend and act as a
check-and-balance to what
their government officials
are doing and to keep an eye
on proceedings. This is not to
say elected officials are all
underhanded, but having a
member of the public there
does serve to keep everything
above board.

Within Salem, there have
been too many times when
the selectmen’s ‘intentions

and rationale for appointing
a candidate were questioned
and no adequate recordings
of the candidate interviews
were kept.

One excellent example
was the controversy over
Jean Marie Kennamer not
being appointed to the Plan-
ning Board. Kennamer works
for Derry as a planner, has a
degree in civil engineering
and had worked with the
Derry Planning Board in the
past Her qualifications for
the job were stellar, and she
only wanted to help serve her
hometown of Salem.

She seemed a shoo-in,
but she was passed over for
another candidats. The rea-
son for the decision remains
unclear since no record was
kept of the interview. Whe-

ther the selectimen were cor-

rect in their decision is not
at issuse, but if a member of
the public had been present,
the appointment may have
gons in a different direction,
and it could have helped
resolve some of those issues
and provided an informal
record of the proceedings.

The interview and appoint-
ment of candidates has al-
ways been a point of concern
for politicians and the public.
Suspicions frequently arise
over why appointees were
named to positions and accu-
sations of filling a board or
commiltee with favorites to
create a power bloc have
always been popular. Some-
times the suspicions and acou
sations hit the mark, and
other times they miss the tar-
get all together.

It would be ideal if there

_were a sea of candidates to

choose from who had no
qualms about speaking in
public, or to the public. This
isn't the case. But suspending
the idea of open government

for courtesy is not something
that should be tolerated.



Demolition to

l‘Il / ZF/ 4 5 By JasoN B. Grosky

STAFF WRITER

step toward helping ease the traffic jams clog-

ging the crossing of Routes 28 and 97.

But a traffic fix is not on the fast track.

) Absent the town pushing for a quicker sohi-
tion, putting in a new turning lane will be part
of the $4.5 million project slated for 2011, said
the state Department of Transportation.

Salem will flatten the buildings this sum-
Irggr. chker(sj \évoﬂl then grade the site and lay

i and seed to create “green s " Public
Works Director Rodney A. Bartlgt?ce’s;lid_

The ‘fr-acre site will sit as a grass lot as the
town awaits word from the state Departiment
of Transportation concerning the cooperative
Depot reconstruction project, Bartlett said.

"‘A number of plans have been proposed,” he
_sald. “Some of the area will be used for a turn-
gg‘}f{’w, but we don’t know how much at this

pave way for improvements

3

SRS — ]

CHERYL SENTER/Stalf photo

The intersection of Routes 97 and 28 in Salem will have a new look after several buildings are razed.

‘The town paid $180,000 for the two bui dings
in April 2001. obul
« The buildings — the former Hahnenstein’s
gas station at 2 South Broadway and the old
Salem Hardware that later housed the Salem
Observer at 90 Main St. — sit on the Depot’s
southwest corner, across South Broadway

from Salem Co-Operative Bank.

F_or traffic heading east into the Depot from
Main Street (Route 97), the town wants to cre-
ate a right-turn lane to head south on South
Broadway (Route 28). That would allow for the

W Continued from Page 1

creation of one straight-only lane
and one left-turm-only lane.

That spot now has two lanes —
one to tumn left or go straight and
the other to turn right or go
straight. Having eastbound traffic
share a lane with people looking
to turn ontc Route 28 causes un-
necessary backups, where mo-
torists are stuck waiting for cars
to make a turn, Bartleft said.

“Getting more traffic through in
either direction is limited by the
ability to widen the road outside
the Depot,” Bartlett said. “Route
28 is not going to get any wider,
and 97 is not going to get wider
unless you're taking buildings,
and that's not going to happen.”

Construction would create new
turning lanes designed to keep
traffic from bottling up as mo-
torists wait for other drivers to
turn away from the intersection.

“We're looking to make some
improvernents without wiping out
the world down there,” said Nan-
cy J. Mayville, project manager
for the Department of Trans-
portation. “We're waiting to de-
cide when we're going to get out
there and get going with it.”

Beyond the new lane from
Route 97, the northbound stretch
of Route 28 would go from two {o
four lanes — two lanes to contin-
ue straight and separate lanes to
turn left or right onto Route 97.

The Depot project is calculated
in 2005 dollars and will be more
expensive six years from now, of-
ficials said. Federal dofiars will be
used to pay $3.6 million toward

the project, with the town picking
up the $900,000 balance.

Project cost breaks down to 825
million for construction, $1.5 million
to buy rights-of-way and $500,000
for design work, Mayville said

The main timing issue is mak-
ing sure the work does not conflict
with the $420 million Interstate 93
widening project, expected to
start in late 2006 at the earliest.

Selectman Everett P. McBride
said he sits in his car at the inter-
section daily at about 6 a.m. be-
fore traffic builds up. During peak
travel times, motorists sitting on
Route 97 could wait in line as the
lights change two, three or four
times, he said.

Please see INTERSECTION, Page 5

Statf graphic

Regarding the properties being
torn down, Salem bought the land
and will pay for the demolition
with money from its Depot Trust
Fund, created when the Mall at

“As minimal as this will be, any Rockingham Park was built in
little bit will help,” he said. 1989. The mall pays $69,000 a year
The demolition project is ex- to the fund, which holds cash for
pected to cost $75,000 to $80,000. Depot improvements.
Road construction will come The account held $482,343 at the
sometime thereafter. end of 2004, budget manager
“I'hat will be a major change in  Melanie E. Murray said.
what the Depot looks like,” Plan- “This was one of the better
ning Director Ross A. Moldoff things we've done looking ahead
said. “The Depot probably hasw’t  to the future, knowing the road is
had a change like that in a long  simply not wide enough,” Moldoff
time, 20 years at least.” said.
The demolition price tag includes
removing hazardous materials from
the two properties —ashestos tiling,
waste ¢il left in the old gas station,
paints, cleaning materials, ballast
from the lighting and several old air
eonditioners ning Freon.
" Sealed bids for the project are
due Wednesday.
The town owns three other De-
pot properties — where Sayer’s
law office stands, a vacant lot be-
side a ChineserestaurantonMain |
Street and a vacant lot alongside
the Sunoco gas station. L

ABOUT THE
PROPERTIES

2 S. BROADWAY

Known as: former Hahnenstein's gas
station
Assessed value: $318,800
Lot size: 18 acres
Building size: 4,928 square feet

B0 MAIN 5T.
Known as: former Salem Hardware
and Salem Observer buiiding
Assessed value: $99,600
Lot size: M acres
Building size: 1,875 square feet

CO5TS

$180,000: Total price town paid for
properties in April 2001
$75,000 to $B0,000: Expected de-
molition expense.
$4.5 miflion: Cost for Salem Depot re-
construction planned for 201,




Depot traffic fix

Southern New Hampshire is dotted with notorious traffic
choke points, one of the downsides of the explosive growth of
the region over the past couple of decades. Untold thousands
of hours of time and gallons of gasoline are wasted annually
as motorists crawl through some of the worst spots such as
Route 195 in Plaistow, the main north-south route to get to In-
terstate 495 to Boston, and Route 102 in Londonderry, where
traffic from Exit 4 of Interstate 93 enters and exits for Derry
and Londonderry. ,

But one of the oldest — and worst— spots of all is a local in-
tersection, the so-called Salem Depot, the Jjunction of Route 28,
Salem’s busy north-south commercial artery, and Route 97, a
heavily traveled east-west link to Exit 2 of -93. With only two
lanes in each direction on both roads, motorists get stuck be-
hind vehicles waiting to make left turns, creating long back-
ups.

But while the town has been buying up properties around
the intersection for several years for a widening to add turn
lanes to ease the congestion, the state hasn't slated the project
until 2011. .

We feel it must get done a lot sooner than that, particularly
with the widening of 193 on the fast track for work to start
sometime next year. Route 28 parallels 93 through Salem, and
it’s a pretty obvious bai -out route when traffic on the inter-
state is at a standstill. But construction delays during work on
1-93 could push enough additional traffic into the area to bring
it to the brink of gridlock,

While some traffic disruption from the interstate widening
work is pretty much inevitable, everything possible needs to
be done to reduce collateral problems for the thousands of mo-
torists who use the roads every day. Salem’s local officials
and state lawmakers need to push hard in Concord to get
transportation officials to re-evaluate priorities and get the
Depot work started sooner, not later,

ST e e



| Trees will block views of goif course |

By JasoN B. GROSKY
STAFFWRITER

SALEM Merrimack Golf'

Course will plant extra trees to
help screen Pond Street neighbors

from the Methuen, Mass, eom'se’s ,

eéxpansion.

“Some. people like to see the‘
greenandthegolfcmn'seandgood-
~ views of it,” project architect

‘ ‘something -some nelghbors ,
- sought, Moldoff said.
“It’s far away from the neigh- '

_ George F. Sargent Jr: said. “Other
‘people like to have more privacy.”
Course officials agreed to plant

the extra trees as their project -

~ awaits approval by the Salem

,PIanningBoard,PlanningDirector

Ross A. Moldoff said. -
Course representatives met with

" neighbors to discuss what types of

* trees and how many would be ap-
propriate to screen them from the

“Whatthetre&sareandihesme :

and other things will be deter-

mined ona case-by-case basis,” he
“gaid,

Merrimack is building two new

holes — to pass through Salem —-

as part of its plan to update the 99-
year-old course.

Salem afﬁcials are still waiimg ',

for engineering plans as they con-

sider whether to apprwethe site g

plans.

" Planming officials walked the

area behind the Pond Street
homes and found there is no rea-

son to ask the course toputup -
screens to keep hooked or sliced .
-golf balls from the homes. Using»

trees to screen views, however, is

bors, but there is some visibility

there, particularly in the winter
months when leaves are off the

trees,” he said.

Consmtion msalem would fn-
clude cutting down {rees across
wetlands to create a fly-way for
balls enroute from the tee to the
green.

Olga Boland of 105 Pond St. said
she i3 more concerned about the
wildlife than the views. -

“Cutting down all of those trees

is going to uproot the wild animals
— the deer back there, coyotes,
fox, blue heron and wﬂd turkey,”
she zaid.

‘gion has ap

For Memmack to move forward

_with plans, it also needs approval | }
from Salem’s Zoning Board of Ad- |
justment; the New Hampshire
 Wetlands Bureau and Department

of . Environmental - Services.
Salem’s Conservation Commis- |
oved the project.
Methuen offit ials must also ap-

,"prove variouss‘” aspects of the pro- |-

Should tha course rencvaﬁons
be approved, Salera would become
home to a par-4, 400-yard hole |
(measured from the back tees),
plus a par-3 hole likely to be 140t0

160 yards in length. Golfers would

also drive from a new tee in Salem
toward a green in Methuen. - ,
Moldoff said hig primary con- | ]
cern is the potential impact the ex- ||
pansion could have on the neigh- |
horing World End Pond. Town-
commissioned studies show the
pond will fill in and become regu-
1arland over the next several humn-
dred years. The water is six feet
deep in some spots,. and places that
wére open water 20 years.ago are
now filled with weeds and cattails,

he said.
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Carleton Oaks sold
for $176 million

By Jason B. GROSkY
STAFF WRITER

SALEM, N.H. — The complex
known as “Wal-Mart Apart-
ments” has a new landlord that
paid $17.6 million to buy the 112
unit complex on Route 28, making
it the second most costly land
deal in town since 2000.

“I'm floored by that number,”
Chief Assessor Normand Pelleti-
er said.

The new owner, TIAA-CREF’s
Asset Management Core Proper-

ty Fund, bought the property "

from CB/GFI Salem LLC, which

developed the North Broadway
property. The complex’s official
name is Carleton Oaks.

What’s most staggering, Pel-
letier said, is the buyér paying an
average of $157,000 per unit.

“I have heard of close to
$100,000 per unit, but I haven’t
seen anything or heard of any-
thing that high,” he said.

Pelletier said he wonders
whether the new owner plans to
convert the units to condomini-
ums. The converted use would
not require town approval.

Please see SALE, Page 2
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SALE: $176M for apartment com |
town’s second-biggest req] estate sale

W Continueq Jrom Page 1 * eliminate the exception useq the erang seller, |

, , apartment complex — the notion (Cp Richard Epig
Accordmg to town records, of buildin
alem’s mogt valuable lang trans-- » announced the deal. The
action since 2000 was the June the main €xample of why the rule apartmentg toca- |
Sale of the Begt Buy plaza on Was no good, . & Pacity, with tenants baying $1.200 |-
Route 28, The buyer paiq $26.5  “The town Created ineredipye amonth to live there, ' :
million.- value by glving thoge approvals - The buyer, TIAA-CREF, isana.
The next most valuahle Proper-  there » Town Planning,Director tional investment firm. Its name
ty sale since then Involved the Ross A, Moldoff said. “It made ;

i8 short for Teachers Insurance
i Somehody really rich > and Ann “Association College
fice building at 11 Northea’stern Subsidiary Retirement Equities ,
Boulevard, That Droperty sold for Partners in Boston, which OWDs  GFIsueq Salem in Rockingham -
$11.9 million i May 2003; the Bradforg College campus in -County Superior Court after the
Another major land deg] in- Haverhip, 488, — would notdis- towp Imposed g new
Volved the ggle of land where the cusgthe

plex is

R T P,

[ = R, o

5 Sewer and
Project’s finances, water Connection fee after Car-
Mall 4t Rockingham Park sitg, “A lot of time ang effort and leton Oaks received jtg building
That land wag sold for $20 million money wag invested in a quali
in PFe :

own of Salem,
: the market really went through .NH, ang ook forwarg to an op.
last year and is filling Up. It was  the roof, ... Although we Intendeq bortunity to 4o another Project
the firgt. apartment complex bujlt ¢, keep the Property, Several of- there,” elle sajd,

‘ i e 25 :

or by e-mailing gy
. € 1L Speaks to the quality jg-rosky@eaglembune.cmn.
dentg access the Property oftheproject” ~

through the neighbormg Wal- 1y, '

e sale of Carleton Oaks wag
Mart Darking Jot, ‘ worth $264,000 to the state, based
ders got town approvals by stamps paid by the bgy—

il Sroneenr——=g  DIAMONDS
pass zoning laws and constryet 5 2 "::;":"}'.I'"']:‘_ : _'I': ‘;p('l'iF * All Sizes Needed : No One Pays Higher
apartments i the commercig] _: CASH FOR GOLD
Z0ne, Y g

Voters eh'minated the Special h rl-.-u- Lo A vaitaintys, gt _,, Route 28 salem’ N.H.
eXxception rule at the polls in Rvan'shawninon cr [603’ 898'2580
Mareh, People who lobbied tg LAV, f_’{'_:“;""”‘ VA

" ‘Rare Watches also Needed
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Rockingham Park

BY MéTT ELDER '
Stalf Whiter

[y acked by the ideas of
Bjohn Warne “Bete-Mil
lion” Gates and August
Belmont I, 10,000 people
just witnessed Alyth defeat
Killochan in a fiveand-a-half
furlong race at opening day
at Rockingham Park. Onlook-
‘ers scream frantically as they
wave their tickets in the air.

However, the date is fune
28, 1906. And gambling on
harses is illegal,

Fastforward 99 years, and
it is much of the same for the
track, as issues with gamibling
might force Rockingbam to
shut down for the second time
in a century.

“We had a good, solid open-
ing," said Lynne Snierson, pub-
licity director at Rockingham,
at a welcome back barbeque

_ last week. Snierson said that
the ‘mck opened this year

wit £ 5,000 people in at-
tenu ~ a small increase
from last year. :

“The sun was shining
~ literally and figuratively,” she
said.

Unfortunately for “The
Rock,” the sun isn't shining
as brightly as it once was and
may not shine for too mmch
longer.

Rockingham  Park  was
once the social, political and
economic capital of New Eng-
land. However, things have
changed drastically over the
decades, especially since the
early ‘90s.

With the influx of casinos
a few states over and o video
gaming at the track, Rocking
ham Park is a mere shadow of
the giant that it once was.

“After Foxwoods opened,
the handle got cut in half,”
Snierson said. The handle is

the amount of money that is
bet on horses.

Foxwoods Resort and Ca-
sino opened in Connecticut
in 1992. According to Edward
Callahan, the general manager
and vice president of Rocking-
hamt Park, in 1990 the park’s
handle was $200 million, with
about $5 million going to the
state and about $1 million go-
ing to Salem.

(1990 and 1991) were the
two strongest years that Rock-
ingham Inc. had,” Callahan
said, adding that in the 50s
and '60s the park brought in
more, but it was under differ
ent management.

Callahan said that in 2004,
New Hampshire received
about $2.4 million and Salem
received about $1.4 million.
The money that the state re-
ceived comes from racing
taxes and lottery sales, among
other things. Salem gets mon-
ey from property tax, police
details, and for various other
Tedsons.

“We can’t compete,” Cal-
lahan said, adding that he felt
that if Massachusetts tracks
don't get video gaming, they
will share the same fate as
Rockingham.

Boston Mayor Thomas Me-
nino recently suggested that
his state open up gaming to

help out Suffolk Downs, its lo-
cal horse track.
This spring, the New

Hampshire Senate rejected
the new gambling bill that
would have allowed for slots to
be put in at the racetrack. Cal-
lahan said that in the next few
weeks, he will find out if the
state has changed its mind.
“The possibility exists that
the Senate may balance the
budget with revenue of video
gaming,” he said. “We wan't be
able to aftract horses (unless

Edward Ca“ahag, the vice president and generat manaysy of Buelinghain
his historic racatrack. Rockingham Park was once bustling with autivity,

for the “The Rock.”

we gel video gaming).”

Snierson  -aid that the
Senate voted to table the bill,
which means that it is still be-
ing considered. It was previ-
ously defeated.

Rhode Island is home to
various horse racing tracks,
like the popular Lincoln Park,
and it is getting harder for
Rockingham  Park 1o keep
up with revenue when more
people want to play slots while
they watch races.

‘It was just a continual
dowuslide,”  Snierson  said,
adding that the company
dida't see a large cut in profits
once Mohegan Sun opened up
in 1996 a few rmiles from Fox-
woods. .

“It was just another place
for people ta go and gamble.”
she said.

Because of the drop in
revenue, Rockingham had to
give up thoroughbred racing,
which is much more profit
able, and only offer sirnudeast
and harness races.

This isn’t the first time that
gambling has been an issue

for Rockingham Park. In fact,
when it opened that warm
June day in 1906, gambling on
horses was illegal.

That didn't stop the book-
makers from making bets
throughout the day. However,
their underground wagers
didn't last long as the track
shut down after 21 days for the
next 25 years.

In the years that gambling
wasn't permitted, the track did
not stay quiet.

In 1912, Rockingham Fair
showed off horses, exhil-
its and hot air balloons. The
weeklong fair continued for
the next several years.

As the country prepared
itself for World War 1, Rock-
ingham Park was used as a
bivouae site where soldiers
trained before they went over-
seas. After the war and into
the Roaring Twenlies, car rac-
ing started up at the park.

One man, “Uncle Lou
Smith, witnessed one of the
final car races at Rockingham
Park and had an idea for the
future of the track. Using his

oul gainbling restricticns nig

S

1Erds i il

friends aud $200,000 for reno-
vations, Smith convinced the
state to legalize gambling by
an overwhelming majority.

Once the track opened
back up in 1933, sowe of the
finest horses in the country vis-
ited Salem io compete, includ-
ing the legendary Seabiscuit.
Some racing records from the
‘50s and '60s still stand today.

Rockingham Park  was
once the highlight of a small
New Hampshire town. The
park and Lou Smith once con-
tributed millions. of dollars to
the state of New Hampshire
and to various charities for al-
most half a century.

The future of Rockingham
Park is unknown, and Calla-
han said he isn't niaking any
longterm conumitnuents.

“We'll be here for a few
years at least,” he said. Calla-
han said that his track simply
can't survive without video
gaming, and that after the few
vears is up, he said he thinks
the park might be developed
for another use.




18 Thursday, June 9, 2005 THE EAGLE~TRIBUNE

businesg,

Signage rules, rather than outright bang.

The regulation comeg up for a public hearing June 22be-
fore the Derry Plannmg Board, Members should think
twice before sending it along to the Town Coungej) for ap-
proval.
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Tﬂwn forest ge‘ig deamp

Conservation commission, local volunteers
celebrate National Trail Day at town forest

BY RUSS CHOMA
Stalf Wiiter

After a rainy spring, the
trails at the town forest were
watedogged, to put it mildly.
In some places, small streams
actually had rerouted them-
selves across ths hiking
trails.

Thanks to members of the

- town's conservation comumis-

sion and seversl locad busi-
ness and organizations, the
trails are once again in good
shape for wuse. Vohmieers
took advantage of the sunny
weather on Saturday, June 4,
for a deanup and trail main-
tenance even!, coinciding
with National Trails Day.

Conservation comuaission
member Bill Carter said the
event is something the group
tries to do several times a
year. Carter described the
town forest as one of Saleny's
hidden gens.

~This place shows we're
not turning into the big city,”
Cauter said, as be and a doz-
en other valuntaers strolled
down a particulady bucolic
stretch of truil. *We have a
place where ftownspeople
can go and see what nature is

supposed to be.”

Carter and other vol
unteers pointed out places
where work had already been
done. At several locations
along the main trail, where a

‘small strearn had taken over

the path, volunteers dug cul-
verts o reroute water flow,
and then shored up either
side of the trail.
Pointingoutseveralspecies
of wildflower blooming along
the trailside, Carter and fellow
commission member Linda

conservation space,

"It offers a lot of recxe-
ation,” Carter said. “It's a lost
treasure we have bere”

Supporting the conser-
vation commoission,  which
oversees the forest on behslf
of the town, were representa-
tives from Eastern Mountain

and dothing, and the New
England Mountain Bkag
Association.

As an employee of EMS,
Andrea Iraland said sha was
glad to be helping out with

the trail maintenance. In
addition to her manpower
hours, Ireland said EMS had
donated lunch for volunteers
and techuical know-how.
Peter DeSantis, a meuber
of NEMBA's Seacoast Chap-
ter, said his organization was
alsohappytohelpmﬁwnh

the trails we use. It takes a lot

" of wark ~ people don't realize

that trails don't just appear.”

Like Carter, DeSantis said
kesping the trails in good
shape and encouraging resk
dents to use them is a good
way to encourage more con-
servation.

“1 think if you get people
out into the woods, and using
the trails, they're more apt to
vote for conservation land at
town meeting,” he said.

‘The Salem town forest, is
roughly 80 acres and has 3.7
miles of trails. The trails can
be used for hiking, jogging or
biking. Snowmobiling and
ATVs are also permitted.
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Continued from page 1
“I think that he knew about senting the planning director’s  order. He is in charge of making  those men would have done
it," Gregory said. analysis and recommendations,”  sure everythinggoesbythebook a good job representing the
According to Micklon and LaBranche wrote in an email to  and nothing illegal occurs. staff. Webster said that he and

the e-msil correspondence, nei-
ther Russ Moldoff nor Adam
Webster were able to attend the
meeting to serve as a staff rep-
resentative. The e-mail said that
Moldoff had a planned vacation
and that Webster, chairman of
the_planning board and Grego-
indaw, could not attend
death in the family.
“The planning board chair-
man met with and asked the
board of selectmen chairman to
help out at the meeting by pre-

Campbell.

Webster said he asked Greg-
ory to represent the staff because
Webster thought he would be at -
a wake during the meeting. He -
said that Gregory was doing him
a favor.

“Dick provided no opinion of
his own. It’s no grand scheme to
have Dick run the town,” Web-
ster said. )

Campbell said the staff mem-
ber knows the rules and regula-
tions to keep the meetings in

Because of Gregory's han-
dling of the meeting, both Camp-
bell and Micklon expressed con-
cern about an abuse of power.

“Is our government being
run by one person?” Campbell
asked. “T have no idea why Dick
thought he had to be there.”

Micklon said that there were
other people who could serve as
staff member at the meeting.

Micklon said that Sam Zan-
nini, the chief building official,
or Bill Scott, the community de-
velopment director, should have
sat in instead of Gregory. Mick-
lon also said that Mike Lyons, a
selectman, could have represent-
ed the staff. .

Gregory said that none of

Moldoff agreed that they talked
about Zannini being the staff
member — he has served in that
capacity in the past — but dido’t
think it would be beneficial.

“It is not a big deal This
whole thing is bull****” Gregory
said. “Why doesn't anyone say ‘it
was nice of Dick Gregory to do
this?™

While Gregory downplayed
the situation, both Campbell
and Micklon maintained their
stance.

Micklon called Gregory
“King Dick,” and Campbell
shared a simnilar thought.

“Dick has gotten to the point
where he thinks he is the King of
Salem,” he said.
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Editorial

THE ISSUE

Once again the bad blood between Selectmen Dick Gregory
and his detractors is brewing — this time over an incident in which
Gregory filled in on a planning board meeting

Gregory and Planning Board Chairman Adam Webster
should have known the move would cause controversy in some
corners i town, although the controversy was mainly generated
by people with a personal agenda. Still, it's time for this to stop.

Enough
1S enotigh

The recent decision by plan-
ning board chairman Adem
Webster to appoint Selsctmen
Chairman Richard Gregory
as his temporary replace-
ment has raised the usual
hackles in the comimunity.
But it's par for the cowse in
Salem politics, like the same
sad song scraped out by a
third-grade violinist - and with
about as much appeal.

The situation, as outlined,
went something like this:
The Sunday before the Tues-
day. June 28, planning board
meeting Webster, who had
to attend @ relative’s funeral,
asked Gregory to stand in as
chairman for the routine mest-
ing. Gregory accepted. End of
story.

Or so people thought.

Then, for the umpteenth
time, personal agendas vied
with political agendas. Gregory
archrival end budget commit-
tee member Stephen Campbell
and  Selectman  Stephanie
Micklon took that mole hill of
a decision and turned it into
the Mount Everest of conspira-
cies.

Gregory responded with
the usual silenice. The battle is
expected to continue for some
time.

Like the majority of similar
past battles - including when
Gregorytock overastown man-
ager - there is a kernel of truth
in the accusations and actions
on bath sides of the battle.
In this most recent instance,
Webster was more than likely
in the clear when he asked
Gregory to head the meeting,
Town planner Ross Moldoff
was not available and the
other members of the plan-
ning board may not have had
the right seasoning for the
task.

Gregory has served on the
planning board as a member
and selectmen representative
for years. He has knowledge
of the intricacies of town rules
and codes, from his time as an

official and from his work in
the community as an electrical
contractor.

Campbell and Micklon con-
tend that the decisions made at
the June 28 meeting could he
subject to question because of
Gregory's quasi-official stand-
ing and may, if push comes
to shove, put the town in an
awkward legal position. They
also ralse, as they frequently,
and sometimes justifiably do,
the possible conflict of inter
est between Gregory's work
as an electrical contractor and
his dealing with businesses
seeking approval for work in
the community - work from
which he could benefit

Webster should have known
that appointing Gregory was
akin to throwing blood in the
water around sharks. Similarly,
Micklon and Campbell should
focus less on the personal
and more on the political
Because that is what this really
boils down o - a dlash of per
sonalities.

The conflict over the meet-
ing is simply an excuse to raise
the bad blood between Salem's
warring political factions and
it simply has to end. Encugh
is enough. Each election, espe-
cially the last one, brings hope
to the townspeople their elect-
ed officials will begin to act
with civility and intelligence.
And vach year that hope dies
by the sumuner.

Webster should be castigat
ed for asking Gregory to take
the seat, knowing what would
happen. And Gregory should
be punished for the same.
Mickloo and Campbell should,
after all the vears of infighting,

come up with another tune .

and stop howling every time
they are given a possible open-
ing to attack Gregory or his
suspected cronies.

it's time the town’s elected
officials shaped up and con-
ducted themselves like profes-

sionals, not playground bullies -

and tatdetales,
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RESTAURANT: New owner is
" looking to build upscale :
k eatery with rooftop dinine

ing
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seonln
He plans to spend

sketch of what he
wants to bulld

| Inplace of the
background.
$800,000 to
renovate the
buliding.

Restaurant &
Lounge at 67-71

former Players

Stephen D. DeVite

looks over a

r

Jromx Page 1 a glass block facade, that's what
* we'd Hke to see fn the Depot.”

include a sports pub with plasma  Michael J. Lyoneg, the select-
televisions, pool tables and music Inen's representative to the Plan.
downstairs, a restsurant with ning Board, lives around the cor-
martini bar on the to-be-built sec. ner from the property on Sullivan
ond floor and T0oflop seating for  Avenue.
nice days. He said DeVitp's project has

A brick facade will envelop the  the potential to revive one of
building, replacing what was a Salem's gateways into towE —
paint-peeling wood exterior, the route that conmects Route 8

DeVito, operating under the and Interstate 3 at Exit 2.
business name Main Street §7-71 “The thing that strikes me
LLC, bought the property for most prominently is, without ng
$668,000 in late May. He said he doing anything, we have some-
expects to spend $800,000 o the one who really wants to come in
reconstruction project. and do something positive in the

Admitting his time frame iz Depot,” Lyons said. “We have
“ambitious,” DeVito said he  someone who is taking some risk_
hopes to open the restaurant in - but then it won't be as big a risk
November, for the next Buy who does {his

*“Thig is the frst stepinthere-  four of five years from now.”
vitalization of the Depot,” said ~ That 15 among the high points
project engineer Mark 5. Gross of of DeVito's project, said select-
MHF Design Consultants, “Were men Chairman Richard R. Grego-
locking to do seme serious re- ry: its potential to influence (he
vamping.” revitalization of other Depot

The proposal is quite a chauge properties.
from the property’s most recent  “you always need a traiibiaz.
state, town Planning Director er,” he said. “The rest of the De-
Ross A. Moldoff said. pot in that section could use a b

Players bar was under the reg-  tle updating. When you have the

7 ular watch of police, u February, trailblazer, that’s when other
one of its patrons was shot and people say, Hey, that's nice™

Killed by police after he refused  The appeal creates a trickle-

orders to drop his rifie and al- down effect, where other land

tegedly pointed the weapon to-  owners are more apt to renovate
ward officers. their properties, Gregory said.

“I hate to use the term, that it Town leaders are giving DeVi-
was always a ‘dive-type bar, but to preliminary approval to build a
P not looking to do that,” DeVi- 38-space parking lot on a vacant,
to said of Players. *“This is some-  town-owned lot at the corner of
thing I've always wanted to do.  Central Street. He would pay for
This location was always busy the fulf construetion cost, The
even when (the property) was site was formerly home lo the
bad. It's going to be really busy if Rockingham Hotel.
it’s good, and I plan to bringftup  Hig restaurant project would
anotch” more than double the size of the

The project needs Planning 5,076-square-foot building. The
Board approval, MoldofY said De- second floor would add 5,554
Vito’s plang jibe with the 2001 square feet, plus a first-floor ex.
master plan, which talked about  pansion would add 760 square
revilalizing the Depot area where feet, according to plans filed with
Routes 28 and 97 cross. the town.

“This certainly conld be the  Those plans include keeping
start of redevelopment in the De- the breakfast shop and nail salon
pot, which would be g00d,” ke storefronts that beokend the
said. Players property.

MoldofT said the project meets  DeVito said be has 75 employ-
zoning regulations and needs the ees at his three businesses on
regular approvals from the Plan-  Lowell Road — LL&S Wastewood

e ning Board. The fown's primary Processing, a construction and
——— coniceras are how the project will demolition recyching site; Gate-
= —— impact parking and traffic in the way Resource Recovery, a metal
already congested Depot area, recycling plant; and DeVito
Moldoff said. Trucking, which hauls waste, de-

“But in a sense that someone is  molition and recyclables,
willing to invest money in this DeVito, who has already con-
area, that'sa good thing,” he said.  sulted with restaurateurs, sakj
“This is a big upgrade for the his establishment will be geared
- cominunity and the area To geta o people age 25 to 60 and feature
building that looks like that isa “everything I'm looking for™ in s
big improvement. With brickand  restanrant.
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DeVito sald he has big plans that
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end up having to rent a small hotel

have a good time, a good meal, en-
g joy maybe some jazz, maybe smoke
resident and owner of a haulin

bulld a 38-space parking lot on town-

m Stephen D, DeVito is offering to
owned fand. Page 7.

More parking
ways terrible.”

et acigarand relax,” sald DeVito, 42, a
nies in town,

placehe place someone ke me can go to and
ports
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lan in the works to t“rans'fbrmr

He filed plans to redevelop the that caters ¢

SALEM — Stephen D. DeVito
wants to create a place where he
and friends can meet for business

“As a businessman, there's no

DeVito said he wants to brin,

5

b

rant & Lounge at 67-7L Main St. and  function room, and the food is al-

Iunches or just kick back, a
says does not exist in town.
that type of place to Main Stre
through a project he hopes will
revitalization of the Depot,
site of the former Players Restau-
open an upscale, 231-seat restau-
rant to be called Stevie D's S
Grill.

eliminate a “bad”
ATRINSON
Page §
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A REVITALIZED DEPOT?
The owner of the formar Pa

]
Staff graphic

an to build a

Former site

of Players,
6T-T1 Maln St.

lectmen gave prelim-

“

oval to his pl
38-?;::}3[ parking fot across the street.

Restaurant § Lounge wants fo rebulld
the site, add a second ficar and

brick exterior, and open an upscale

restaurant. Se

inal




