SALEM

Businessmen WOty
about crashes, speed

By James A. Kimble
Staff Writer

SALEM — Ron Cooper started
noticing a disturbing pattern out-
side his office along Route 28 in
the winter.

1t seemed that every few weeks
there was a car crash visible from
the parking lot of Breckenridge
Plaza just north of Dyer Avenue.
In the last month alone, five acci-
dents have occurred at the near-
by intersection of Route 28 and
Dyer Avenue — one requiring
police to close the road for sever-
al hours while the fire depart-

ment used hydraulic tools to pry
open the door of an economy-
sized car struck by a crane truck.

Cooper, who operates his High
Tech Opportunities business out
of the plaza, was so moved by the
number of car wrecks this past
year he started a petition asking
town and state officials to change
the timing of the light at a nearby
intersection.

Several other business owners
and workers in the plaza joined
“It’s a mess out there. I can’t

Please see SALEM, Page 4
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Continued from page 1 |

his office and helping him pack
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DONOVAN: Firing leads to questions of town manager’s professionaiism -

Continued from page 1

his office and helping him pack
boxes.

"We have never had anyone
escorted from town hall,” she said
adding there was no formal poli-
cy for doing so.

With the help of a few fire-

fighters loading her truck she did

leave.

But she remains worried
about what will happen in the
towz. ,
“My biggest worry is that this
happened within 30 days of
(Leighninger) taking office and

there was no assessment of my

work or an attempt to change the
style of work,” she said.

She said she was not naive
and understood changes in power
but even the president allows for
a 100- day transition period.

Donovan had heard rumors

for several weeks that Leigh-
ninger planned to fire her and the
town manager’s reluctance to
bring her on as part of the team
building also indicated some ani-
mosity. :

Donovan had been an outspo-
ken critic of the process used to
hire Leighninger. It was this same
criticism, leveled by Gregory, that

earned him the recent censure
from Holland, Micklon and
Selectman Phil Smith, :

Former budget committee
member Ron Giordano said
Donovan’s termination was an
“outrageous abuse of power” and
unwarranted.

Donovan voiced the same con-
cerns.

“What happened on Thursday
was beyond unprofessional,” said
Donovan, who added that she has
retained a lawyer.

“The taxpayers have to start
paying attention to what's going
on. :

g

GREGORY: Censured for voicing opinion about firing of human resources director

Continued from page 1

"All L saw it as was they said I
was a bad boy and they told me
publicly,” said Gregory. “It's
nothing.” :

He added that his criticists of

the firing were personal opinion,

and he never exposed the town to
any lawsuit or violated any laws.

Selectman Everett McBride
yoted against the censure and
said it would cause more of a rift
between board members,

Micklon made the motion for
censure under section 40-8 of the
Board of Selectmen’s code of
ethics for “violating section 40-2
in failing to foster respect for all
government.”

The motion further said Gre-

~ gory violated section 40-9, which

requires selectmen to believe the
proper operation of a democratic
government requires public offi-
cials to be “independent and
impartial in their judgments and
actions.”

Micklon said the censure of a

Read A Chat With Elsie
every week in
The Salem Observer.

fellow selectmen had only been
posed a handful of times. -

Holland described the meas-
ure as a public declaration of dis-
satisfaction with a  person’s
actions or comments.

“Any time a public officer
talks about an issue that could
end up in court it leaves the town
open” to a lawsuit, said Holland of
Gregory’'s comments about Dano-
van's firing. '

Instead, he suggested Gregory
could have taken up the issue in a
nonpublic session, which Hol-
land said was the most appropri-
ate venue for the matter.

Gregory’s suggestion that the
firing had been for political rea-
sons was ridiculous, Holland
added.

“I cannot believe a public offi-
cer would take an office and an
oath to serve and let an employse
go because of politics,* he said, "
found that type of remark basical-
ly saying we violated our oath of
office.

~ “Ttwas nothing other than just
plain defamatory,” he said.

However, Gregory said he
would not have had any com-
ments about Donovan’s dismissal
if Holland, Smith and Micklon

Septic Systems « Sewer Hook-ups efc.
Gravel « Fill » Loarn « Sand
2 Wav Rading far Oiicde Randina

had followed the usual procedure
for hiring new town manager
Marcia Leighninger. ’

“If they hid nothing and went
through the normal process like a
background check and looking
into her work experience, we
wouldn't have this problem,” Gre-
gory said.

Leighninger was one of three
applicants, culled from five, inter-
viewed by selectmen. Her applica-
tion was added to the mix by Holk
land at the eleventh hour after for-
mer Town Manager Jeffrey
Towne, Holland and Donovan
had culled through more than 20
other applicants, Gregory said.

Leighninger was chosen over
other applicants with town man-
ager and management experi-
ence. She was the Salem Police .
Department prosecutor before
moving to prosecutorial duties
with the New Hampshire State
Police. She had no town manage-
ment experience prior to her hir-
ing.

Donovan had clashed with
Micklon over the process used to
hire Leighninger and that no

-background check was run on

Leighninger before she signed the
contract.

“I realize (the bickering) is not
good for the town, but all they had
to do was follow reasonable pro-
cedure,” Gregory said.
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Continused from Page 3

, including a
from the Muse-

Donovan said she was then escorted to her office

to collect some personal belongings, where she

called Police Chief Paul Donovan, of no relation, to

take the place of the officer.
“T asked the chief to come over to relieve his line

the paperwork to her lawyer, John Meyer of Man-
officer. It wasn't a fair thing to do to a patrol officer

chester.

easy way or the hard way,” said Donovan. She said

she also called Assistant Fire Chief Kevin Breen to
help her remove some heavier belongings from her

office. But valuable personal items

framed print belonging to Donovan

on & shift, to have to dress me down and say ‘go the

um of Fine Arts, are still at Town Hall, Donovan
said, because she was forced to leave so quickly.

's

happen-
right to be

“We're only the town manager’s boss,” he said.

“We're nobody else’s boss.”

plained .

ut Donovan
Gregory believes the motivation behind Donov:
firing was her outspokenness during the search that
led to Leighninger’s hiring. Donovan com
owing proper search pro-

Gregory said he heard rumors abo
town leaders were not foll

being fired for weeks, but learned about it

ing after the fact. He said Micklon had no

present at the firing.
toqolhyreﬁ:singmdoaﬁﬂlbackgmundcheckon

— former Town Manag-

, Holland and Donovan — were

your

p for-
are saying they were over at the racquetball

two others for consideration,

Control of the five-member selectmen’s board has
Philip A, Smitt

shifted away from Gregory since Micklon beat

“The thing that really bothers me is when

friends

club and that Jimmy Holland was spouting off that
Mary Donovan is the first to go,” Gregory said. ~
Ronald J. Belanger in March. He called the three-
person team of Holland, Micklon and

mix — Leighninger — and the board ended u
“drunk with power.”

warding her name and

Holland independently added a fifth person to the
Gregory said.

to forward the names of four finalists to selectmen.

er Jeffrey C. Towne,

$82,000-5-year

prosecutor for the

phone

dating back to when she was

Leighninger and Holland did not return
calls yesterday.

Selectmen hired Leighninger to the

job June 30. A lawyer and former

Salem Police Department, Leighninger held no prior
town manager experience. Gregory said the two

“other finalists had more than 10 years’ experience in
ninger’s personnel file

town mansgement.
town prosecutor.
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gpeak-
because his
ciient has had issues in dealing with the town man-
ager since she came on board. He said Donovan was
concerned about the p
being

’s lawyer, Meyer, said be had been
rivacy of personnel records
maintsined and “having consistent rules and
regulations with procedures.” ' )
“She was given no advance warning and basically
police escort out of the building. Given the
long-term employee, it was a

given a

“Her motivation was to prove there was some
breach of her fila,” gaid Donovan.
ing with Donovan for several weeks
fact she has been a
remarkably brutal way to treat her,” Meyer said. “1
was surprised by the fact she was terminated with-
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‘Giuffre and “three or four”

Neighbors
concerned
- over hospital

e ion
Xp/?')’/ (1
BY ERIC BAXTER

News Editor  {) é@%‘é

An appeal by neighbors of
Northeast Rehabilitation Hospital

of a decision to allow the business

to build a 12,000-square-foot, two-
story addition for office space has
failed. ‘

Northeast Rehabilitation Ho§ -

pital, located at 70 Butler St,, was
granted a variance by members of
the Salem Zoning Board of
Adjustment to build a 12,000-
square-foot addition on May 8.
The May variance was an update
of one granted to the hospital in
1981 that the company never
acted on.

Questions about the specifice-
tions in the variance on the num-
ber of stories were raised at the
July 22 planning board meeting.
Chairman Mike Lyons said the
questions were relayed to the
town's attorney who came back
with a clarification and indicated
the stipulations in the variance
included size and number of sto-
ries among other items. ,

At that meeting hospital neigh-
bors spoke about their concerns
that the new construction would
have an adverse effect on the look
of the area.

“We're not against it,” said But-
ler Street resident and hospital
neighbor Ray Giuffre in an inter-
view after the meeting. “We'd like
to change it to one-story or put it
on another part of the property.
This is a Stiles-Road-type building
on Butler Street.”

other neighbots would ook ——

directly at the building if it is built
to current plans. With a suggested
height of 35 feet, the building
would block their sight line.

For Giuffre, there were other
considerations as well.

“7 dor’t want pecple looking
right into my living room,” he

said.

Lyons sympathized with Giuf-
fre’s concerns.

“This is a two-story building in
the middle of a residential area. If
this were Stiles Road I wouldn't
think twice about it,” he said.

The addition would bring the
hospital's administration offices
from an off=site location on Bridge
Street to the hospital itself, said
attorney James Troisi, of Troisi and
Sullivan Law Offices in Salem.
Troisi is employed by hospital’s
owner of record, Neuro Rehab Inc.

“(The addition) is strictly .to
support the current operation,” he
said.

Troisi added the hospital has
agreed to a 100-foot setback and is
planning a tree buffer. The nor-
mal setback for a rural zoned area
is 30 feet.

“The owners of the hospital
are very sensitive to the concerns
of the abutters,” said Troisi.

Giuffre said in the years he
has lived next to the hospital he
has never had a problem. But the
new addition is a still a matter of
concern for him.

While their appeal was denied,
Giuffre said he will fight the addi-
tion if at all possible and is plan-
ning to go before planning board
members at their next meeting,

“We'll see what they have to
say,” he said.

Lyons said the new addition
still has to go through the paces
with the planning board before a
building permit is granted. He
said the key to the issue is to

ensure the addition is a good asset
to the town, for both the company
and the abutters.

“We have to take (the abut
ters’) concerns into considera-
tion,” said Lyons.
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Selectmen were scheduled to ;

discuss having a joint board to
draft ordinances, but tabled the
matter earlier in the week.

Leighninger refused to com-

ment on the matter, saying
through her secretary it would be
discussed by selectmen next
week.

Concern over how the process
would be handled came from
selectmen who have been upset
with the number of housing pro-
jects that have come before the
Planning Board in recent months.

‘'Within the past year, three
senior housing projects — requir-

ing at least one occupant to be S5 |.

or older — have been approved by

-the Planning Board.

And a 112-apartment complex | ».
in North Salem now under con- |:
struction has some selectmen ||
worried about a new wave of chil- |

dren entering the school system
and causing a demand in town
services to soar. Three other plans

that include some form of senior |,

housing are currently before the
Planning Board.

Planning Board member Bob
Ellis said selectmen would still be
able to draft proposed zoning ordi-
nances and bring them to the
Planning Board for review.

Ellis said he’s pleased the two
boards have come to an agree-
ment, but was disappointed to see
that only one selectman showed

up at a recent planmng workshop |-

discussing the senior projects.
«Last week after all this
squawking about all the housing
and apartment buildings being
built, we had a workshop for an

hour and talked about the senior
overlay district and what we're

going to do about it,” Ellis said.

Selectman Richard Gregory
gaid his board’s move to oversee
the Planning Board in the creation
of zoning amendments or revised
ordinances was “a knee-jerk reac-
tion” to proposed housing devel-
opments. ‘

’ BY ;:’}A:wﬂ“"','r A

Staff Wrzter

SALEM ——If the town caps the
| number.of geniior housing or gejel
‘ apartment projécts that can be 4y
built in the next few years, the L.ei
 action will prabably come from

the Planning Board mstead of
selectmen.

Over the past two weeks town
officials have debated who
should draft propesals for
growth ordinarices or moratori-
ums on housmg

~In response to imminent.

growth — and the costs associat-
ed w1th allowing new housing —
selectmen first said they wanted

'to retain control overthe process

and lead a committee overseeing
the matter Now the Plannmg

/MW 7}3!\03

ners to‘ selectmen.'

Board appears to have taken

, ‘back the reins.

Plamning Board "Cha'ﬂtman

s er, P L

'Rass Moldoff and Community
‘Developmiént Director. Bill Scott

this past week to dmcuss taking
back the process.

“They didn’t want to relin-
quish our zoning authority,”
Lyons said of Planning Board
members.

The group agreed to have the
Planning Board continue to hold
workshops on proposed growth
and zoning ordinances for the
ballot next March and keep

Please sec SALEM, Page 4
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Hospital

Continued from Page 1

on Butler Street and Wheeler
Avenpe.

Examining the plans Tuesday
Ems EmE.::m Board members
raised concerns about the vari-
ance| cmomcmm it stated that it

would allow for a 12,000-square-
foot building but didn’t specify
whether it cleared the way for a
two-story building:

“Basically we wanted clarifica-
tion from the Zoning Board on
whe
two-

er they granted relief for a
12,000-square-foot building.

think e abutters were 8583&

of the view and of what they were
going to see,” said Planning Board
Chairman Mike Lyons.

Lyons said Salem Planning
Director Ross Moldoff now plans
to consult the town attorney to get
clarification on the issue before
bringing the matter back to the
Planning Board.

Aside from those issues, board
members were unhappy with hos-
pital planners not addressing con-
cerns the board aired about
expanded parking and the size of

.-the buil at a meeting months
tory building or just m,,._,mmo. E%ﬁnﬁﬁ maEd BmeE.

,‘»nt Webster.

..H acn; E:.:n

“ -mﬁgﬁznanﬁnﬁ-uaﬁﬂF[
em: Variance puts height of hospitz

g this
ques-

SALEM — A proposal to expand
office space at Northeast Rehabil-

itation Hospital hit a sna
tioned whether the variance the

week when town planners
hospital has secured from the

Zoning Board of Adjustment

: 522837 o
¢ 55838 &
m .mm,,pw:mm -
£ T SEsEs ¥
- hm;.mkmmhm
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those concerns we had. It was the
exact same plan, so I was a little
disappointed. I think the main
issue is the height issue. I think
there’s a way of building the
building so it’s not as high,” Web-
ster said.

Neighbors who abut the hospi-
tal, located on a former horse
farm in a residential neighbor-
hood, have organized an effort to
black passage of a two-story struc-
ture.

Butler Street resident Ray Giuf-
fre, who has hired a lawyer, isn’t
against the building but rather

‘one that’s two stories tall.

- “I think the Planning Board is

more concerned than the Zoning
Board as far as the abutters go,”
he said. “They were asking some
serious questions.”

Giuffre said the Zoning Board’s
variance seems unclear.

“They didn’t say whether it's
one story, two stories or 10 stories.
It’s going to give the lawyers a

| in question

field day,” Giuffre said of the Zon-
ing Board’s decision. “Hopefully
that can of worms works in our
favor. We had at least five abut-
ters and our attorney. We know
they’re going to make a building
and that’s fine. We just don’t want
them to make one that’s terrible
for the neighborhood.”

'_
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Nelghbors ﬁghtmg hospital expansmn

Staff Writer

SALEM - Neighbors who live near
 Northeast Rehabilitation Hospital say
they've been able to tolerate the loud
whirring sounds from generators and the
boisterous arrival of garbage trucks

i earty in the morning before they wake

But they fear such noises could get
worse, and their privacy could be lost if
town planners allow the hospital to build

& new, two-story office building on hespi- -

tal property next door to their homes.

be notmf;ﬂc, butl don'tthinkm. It’s
unbelievable ... But at the same time I
mdetstand,meyhavetogrow

Tonight the Board is sched-
uled to hear plans that call for & 12,000~
square-foot building and 6,000-square-
foot basernent floor.

Efforts to reach a representative of the
hospital were unsuccessful, - .

NmthamRehabiswﬂedmam

Ko Yasddeus/Stff photo
. [ mdsdomm&hbon. RlymondA.
ident Claudia Ramey, who has lived in a amﬂmdmhnbmmmsmm Ghulire, Is rallying against Northeast Rehabilitation

“When the garbage trucks come in, it's  the peighborhood in 1984 and operates a
like they're coming in my yard,” said res-  107.bed rehabilitation facility that offers

split-level home behind the hospital with
her husband and two children for the

Wsphswdanou\dnhﬂ&ngbdindhhl
~ Please see SALEM, Page 2 mmammu&ﬁu

Continued from Page 1

including programs for those suf-
fenngfmmbmnhﬁuryandbum

ToRaymoudGmEre a Butler
Streetmmdentacmsthestxeet

workers would have a front-row

k seat to his living room.

“The 34 1/2-foot building would
be right smack in front of my
property,” said Giuffre, who has

hired a lawyer to represent himi .

and other peighbors who oppose
the current plans.
Giuffre said he’d prefer a one-

story building and buffer of 20--

foot tall trees, and for lighting at
night to be a minimum so it does-
n't illuminate neighbors’ yards.
“I don't want (their) ights on in
the middle of the yard,” he said.
Giuffre hired Concord lawyer
Arpriar Saunders more than a

wmchreplaeedanoldbomefarm,
to expand its business in a resi-
dential neighborbood.

“Of course, it’s been pretty cost-

prohibitive to spend $10,000 to
fight 3 hospital,” said Giuffre.

Still, Giuffre hopes the Planning
_for the building.

“T don't blame the abutters one
bit for their concerns,” said Plan-
ning Board Chairman Mike
Lyons. “They’re very valid con-
cerns. To me, we wait to look at
the size of the building and how it
“looks. What may be a great look-

-ing building for Stiles Road may
not be for Butler Street.” "

Lyons said the board hasn’t
deliberated on the project yet; but
always triea to hear abutters’ con-
cerns when it reviews plans.
Neighbors acknowledged they’ll
likely not be abie to stop the pro-

Jject.
An older building that has stood
on the hospital grounds gince the
- 1ate 18008, when the area was
known as a private huniing
grounds, would also be razed as

AJPoweIl,aWMelerAvenueres—
ident who has lived in his home

for the past 50 years, recalled that,

. when he first moved into his home

in 1953, there were dirt roads and
few signs of traffic other than the
man who used to cut hay from
both sides of the road.

“A lot of people in town don’t
want to see that building go,” said

- Powell, himself included.

Years of vandalism, however,
and lack of upkeep have deterio-
rated the building, accordmg to
Powell:

Mike Medwig, another resident
of Wheeler Avenue, said he does-
n't oppose the hospital expansion,
but he worried the number of cars
that now sometimes speed down
his street would increase.

“Tt doesn't bother me,” he said
about the expansion. “But those
cars come whipping down.”

,

T T .
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. Salem’s town manager dispute

goes too far
To the editor: ’ job.

In response to Robert Ellis’ let- I never criticized past and pre--
ter in last Sunday’s Eagle-Tri- = sent employees of Salem. I never
bune, the following information chastised past town managers. I
applies. question those people who have

Mr. Ellis stated he “see(s) a
need to provide reliable informa-
| tion to the citizens of Salem when
there are irresponsible actions
and comments made by the elect-
ed officials.” I agree. And, the ,
“bully pulpit” Budget Committee
has traditionally agreed, which is
why, during Mr. Ellis’ terms as
selectmen they pointed out to the

public irresponsible actions such .

- .. as “French doors” and, I believe,

" bringing the Turner Well on-line.
Mr. Ellis wasn’t as adamant
about informing the public dur-
ing those episodes.

“Juris Doctorate” means “Poc-
tor of Laws.” If that degree was
equivalent to a master’s it would
be LLM, which would mean mas-
ter of laws. But since the new
town manager holds a higher
degree than any of her predeces-
sors, Mr. Ellis now decides edu-
cation isn’t important, experience
is. What does he consider rele-/

' vant experience? From his letter,

» one must assume those qualifica-
tions need to include either being
a municipal finance director or a
colonel in the U.S. Marine Corps.
And, as for the citizen’s selection
committee that chose Mr. Owen
as finalist, I think they did a great

chosen to criticize the new town
manager prior to her assuming

“her duties. At the last Budget

Committee meeting on June 25,
Selectmen McBride stated that a-
background check had been com-
Dleted, but he couldn’t speak to = -
the contract since it was consid-
ered confidential information

- until after it was signed. Yet, on

June 16, there was a letter to the
editor published in The Eagle-
Tribune where Mr. Ellis had
written that the salary for the

' new manager was outrageous,

and that education dollars pro-
vided to her would jump to ‘
$4,400. How would he know this
if the information was confiden- ,
tial? I think the question now
becomes who is so unhappy with
the new town manager that they
are violating confidentiality so
someone on “their side” can

write a letter to the editor? .

The arrogant, disrespectfiil and
condescending approach to citi-
zens’ concerns of the past has
changed. Wake up and smell the
roses. The rest of us are enjoying
it. )

KATHLEEN COTE
Salem, N.H.
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HOUSING: Conflict over future of senior housing

Continued from page 1

Seléctmen said that despite age
requirements residents could still
have school-age children and add
to the school district's population.

“People who are 55 years old
are not seniors,” said selectman
Phil Smith at the meeting.

The board decided to establish
its own committee to draft a
growth - ordinance instead of
allowing the planning board, tra-
ditionally responsible for the task,
to handle the particulars.

The new committee will con-
sult with members of the plan-
ning board, zoning board of
adjustment and the conservation
committee in a series of work-
shops that may begin as early as
next month.

Smith and Selectman Steph-
anie Micklon sdid they did not
want to give the planning board
members authority to create new
ordinances because the selectmen
were the first to broach the issue
of capping growth and were try-
ing to respond to their con-
stituents' concerns.

The sudden reversal of intent
flew in the face of a joint plan-
ning board and selectmen
growth-ordinance work session
held earlier this year. At the ses-
sion members of both boards
hashed out ways to handle sever-
al trends affecting the future look
and composition of Salem.

Among the topics discussed
were a possible housing boom,

roadway improvements including
the Depot area and the capital
improvement program.

The intent of the meeting was
not to arrive at conclusions or
solidify plans. At the meeting,
Salem Planning Director Ross
Moldoff said the intent was to get
the members of both boards on
the same page and moving in the
same direction, The end result,
they hope, will be more effective
decisions for the town.

“We have two boards with a -

lot of people with strong opin-
jons. This is the start of some-
thing positive,” said Moldoff at
the work session.

Not all the selectmen shared
the same opinion regarding the
changes. Selectman Richard Gre-
gory said there were hundreds of
variations the boards could use to
change existing restrictions.

However, Micklon said there
needed to be more affordable
housing for seniors and suggested
planning board members have
not been making the best deci-
sions lately.

Budget Committee member
Stephen Campbell said “a lot of us
feel like we're not well served by
the planning board.”

He urged the selectmen to
take the lead, adding that the
planning board members will be
replaced “when these clowns
don’t do what we said.”

Gregory said he took offense
to the planning board members
being characterized as clowns.

Y
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Continued from Page 1

By Jason B. Grosky
Staff Writer

SALEM — Town officials are
using the hot topic of development
to take “potshots” at the Planning
Board before an uninformed
crowd, its chairman says. ‘

A day after members of his
board were referred to as
“clowns,” Planning Board Chair-
man Michael J. Lyons yesterday
said he is discouraged by the show
put on during Monday night’s
selectrnen meeting.

“Constructive criticism of the
Planning Board — there’s nothing
wrong with that,” Lyons said. “But

.potshots and personal attacks are
way out of line, and we’ve had
more than our fair share.” n

The jabs at his committee
flowed out of the selectmen’s deci-
sion to craft a growth ordinance, a
new law that would curtail con-
struction in Salem. Selectmen
want to create the law themselves,
rather than leaving it to the Plan-

ning Board, which has final say
over building proposals. o
The strongest shot against

‘POtShﬂtS

7//5/03

€€ Constructive

criticism of the
Plannmg Board —
there’s nothing wrong
with that ... But
potshots and personal
attacks are way out
of line, and we’ve had
more than our fair
share. 99 s
Planning Board Chairman
Michael . Lyons

Lyons’ group came from Budget

Committee member Steve Camp-

" bell, who referred to Planning

Board members as “clowns.”
Regarding the current group of
Planning Board-approved senior
housing projects scheduled for
construction, Selectman

Please sece GROWTH, Page 4

. with the common resident who

Stephanie Micklon said: “There’s
.smart growth and there’s dumb
growth ... and we want smart
growth.”

Lyons said he believes such
criticism is done to curry favor

does not understand how deci-
sions on building projects —
whether it’s a new retail store on
Route 28 or a housing ‘complex in | .
West Salem — are reached. So |-
long as a proposed project is in
accord with zomng regulations
and the town’s current laws,
“Planning Board members have
to approve it,” he said.

While concerned his board is |
being left out of the growth ordi-
nance work, Lyons said the move
is within the selectmen’s power.

If done right, the process of
crafting the new law and putting it
before voters should not be quick
and easy, he said.

“I'm all for growth limitation
measures, so long as they’re on
solid, legal ground,” he said.

He pointed to the Rosen case of
more than five years ago, when
the Planning Board denied the
current Best Buy plaza on Route
28.

“In that case, the Planning
Board caved to 100 people who
packed the room (and claimed)
this project was the end of the
world, and that it would destroy
the fabnc of town,” he said.

The Planning Board had no
strong legal reason to reject the
development, Lyons said, and the
decision was overturned in court.

_ Looking ahead, he hopes select-

men — and any other town offi-
cials who have issues with the
Planning Board - take it up with
them d1rectly rather than spout-
ing off in another venue.

“In all the hearings we've had
on various projects, we’ve had vir-
tually no public input, aside from
abutters and people concerned
about the view from their proper-
ty,” Lyons said. “Nobody came to
us and said at a pubhc meeting
that we've approving too many
units. The people taking the cheap
shots have not come to the Plan-
ning Board” to complain.
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* By James A. Kimble'

age

for senior

housing

Staff Writer

SALEM — Worried that more senior housing will
bring with it young wives with children who could

developments,

Selectmen Suggested
last night they may A 112-apqrt—
want to restrict senior ment camplax n
housing projects in the
future so that young North, Salem
pgople underl? yeaé‘s now under con-
oI age wouldn’t be .
allowed to live on the Struction has
P e o ti selectme

€ suggestion was .
one of several made last WOrtied about a
night as selectmen pre- ‘new wave Of
pare to consider new q .
growth ordinances to  Children entering
limit the influx of hous- the school

ing projects now being .
proposed in Salem, system and

In what may turn out Ing a
to be a controversial caising .
move, the board decid-  demand in town

 OWn committee to draft

2 growth ordinance ) .
instead of leaving it to the Planning Board or a sub-
committee. ;
““If there’s g difference between the Planning
and the Board of Selectmen then we need to
come here and battle it out,” said Selectman Everett
McBride. “I know people are going to say we’re
going to usurp the Planning Board’s authority ..»
Instead members of the Planning Board, Zoning
Board of Adjustment, Conservation Commission and
Recreation Advisory Commission will be consulted

Within the past year, three senior housing projects
—-requiring at least one occupant to be S5 or older —
have been approved by the Planning Board.

And, a 112-apartment complex in North Salem
now under construction hag some selectmen worried
about a new wave of children entering the school

[
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grapple
with boom

in housing

By James A. Kimble
Staff Writer

SALEM — Town officials, who
have lamented Salem’s lack of
senior housing for years, are sud-
denly finding themselves faced
with an explosion of senior-orient-
ed construction, and it has some
of them worried, : ‘

Atotal of seven housing projects
are currently in various stages
around town, and all byt one of .
them are aimed at the senior mar-
‘ket. The choices inelude apart-

ments, condominiums, and single-
family homes..

" . _But now there ig a movement

aimong officials to stem the flowof
housing projects, citing worries
ayer the burden they could place
on everything from Salem’s Fire
Department to its water supply
and school systems, ‘

- Town staff is now working
toward drafting a growth ordi-
nance to limit the number of
apartments or senior housing pro-
jects coming to Salem if it
approved by voters in March.

. Drafting an ordinance will like-
ly be discussed by both the Plap-
ning Board and selectmen over
the next severs] months, but some
officials have already taken hard-
line stances on the issue.

- And others are questioning
whether the impacts would be ag
great as some officials fear,

“I will tell you what the people
have told me,” said Selectman
Stephanie Micklon, “They don't
want to see any more of these
apartment complexes. | don’t
want to be Derry, The fact of the
matter is they’ve let the apart-
ments come in left and right, and
that affects our school systems.
What they’d like to see is some
affordable housing. These apart-
ments scheduled to come in aren’t
exactly what I'd call affordable.”

" Micklon noted that selectmen
are still waiting to see what town
officials draft for possible ord;-

Please see SALEM, Page 2
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nances before “making any dem-
sions.

Back in March, selectmen and
Planning Board members met,
and a majority of selectmnen said
putting a cap on the influx of
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housing was a top priority for the
next year.

“I think it's always something
you want to keep an eye on,” said
Planning Board Chairman Mike
Lyons about the recent increase in
housing proposals. “And I think
the key is we need to demonstrate
the growth we are having is hav-
ing an effect on town’s ability to
deliver services. Once we've done
that, then we have to determine
how much we want to assess
things. That has to be on firm
ground because that could be
challenged in court.” -

Lyons said he’d favor a growth
ordinance, but only if studies

showed that it was needed to pre-.

vent the burden on town services
that some fear.

The Planning Board is stﬂl con-
sxdermg three of the housing
plans. Only one of the four pro-
jects approved so far is open to
residents of all ages: A 112-unit
apartment complex off Route 28
in North Salem next to Wal-Mart

But some selectmen have theo-
rized that even the age-restricted
complexes, which require a resi-
dent to be S5 or older, could still
add children to the school system.

Schools Superintendent Henry
LaBranche said based on the
school district’s experience and
its own studies of what this new
influx of housing could mean for

‘the school system, the possibility
of senior housing adding to the -

school population seems unlikely.
“With concern over housing for
55 and older, there’s no data to
support that,” LaBranche said.
And even the multifamily units,
such as the project near Wal-Mart
that have no age restrictions,
wouldn’t add much to the school
system’s roster, LaBranche said.
“When you look at a multiple-
family unit, based on the formula
we use, it would indicate an addi-
tion of only 16 students. That’s
very marginal obviously. You
wouldn’t even characterize it as

.an impact,” LaBranche said.

LaBranche did acknowledge
that North Salem isn’t the most

desirable location for new housing

because North Salem School and
Barron School are at near capaci-
ty because of a “bubble” in the
school population. Currently, pop-
ulation at both schools hovers
between 380 and 400 students,
and is expected to remain at that
count into the next school year,
LaBranche said.

The unknown factor the school
district faces, according to
LaBranche, is whether young

families who once shopped only
for starter homes are now gravi-
tating toward apartments because -
home prices are too high. ,

Selectman Everett McBride

said now may be the time for
Salem to re-examine how it dis-
by the developer to offset growth-
related expenses in the school sys-
tem.
- “The poitit is it needs to go an
appropriate level,” McBride said.
And it may be time for such fees
to help town departments. “We
may need money for more fire
equipment or water,” McBride
said. “We need to look at how
rapidly the development takes
place, but I don’t think the issue is
with single-family growth in
Salem.”

McBride said the recent spate
“in proposals also may signal a
time for revising the town’s senior
overlay district, which allows
developers to add more housing
units to a lot than what’s allowed
for an avérage property. "

Salem passed the overlay dis-
trict in 1998, but didn’t have an
immediate response by develop-
ers because they were still limited -
to building senior housing by the
growth ordinance that was in
place at the time, accordlng to
Moldoft. .

“The ordinance expired in ‘01.
They’re may in fact be a tie
between the sunsetting.of the res-
idential growth ordinance and the
rise we've seen in applications for
senior housing,” Moldoff said. -

Moldoff said selectmen and
Planning Board could have sever-
al possible options if they did want
to limit future growth in town by -
revising currently ordinances on
the books.

Selectman Richard Gregory
said selectmen need to make a
distinction between the senior
housing now being proposed and
the sole apartment complex now
being built in Salem. He said the
apartment complex is the first
built in Salem in about 20 years.

“There’s no apartments for cou-
ples who are out of college, mar-
ried, that are new,” Gregory said.
“Qut of all the approved projects
there is only one approved apart-
ment project. The other approved
projects are senior housing, which
is something the town said they
wanted in the town in March four
or five years ago. They voted to
put it in,” he added.

Gregory said the senior com-
plexes now being proposed have
been unfairly categorized as
apartment complexes. And con-
cerns over adding more apart-
ments in town may be unneces-
sary because of the lack of prop-
erty in Salem where more apart-
ment buildings could be built, he



Continued from Page 1

The Salem branch is'largely
used for continuing education
classes, geared to the nontradi-
tional college population — adults
who take classes at night. 'Stu-
dents may earn associate’s and
bachelor’s degrees. The college’s
other branches are in Concord;
Nashua and Portsmouth. ‘
~The Planning Board gave its
approval this week to plans that
were unveiled in March.

Traffic is Salem’s primary con-
cern, as the site is off Pelham
Road near Exit 2, Town Planner
Ross Modolph said. The area is

crammed with vehicles during the

morning and afterndon rush-
hours, he said. The two-story
- building will have 177 parking
spaces. R
Builders will pay the town

$45,000 in so-called “traffic ||
impact fees,” he said. The money |

will be set aside for future,
unspecified improvements to the
Pelham Road area. ,

“This is a good new building,
and it's a positive development for

the town of Salem,” Modolph said. | |

Workers will begin clearing
trees off the lot this month, Moon
said, with heavier construction

starting next month. The school | .

' anticipates moving into its new

building in March 2004. Develop- |
er Jack Merchant, of NBI Realty |

Services Inc., said construction
will cost “in excess of $2 million.”

Hesser will own neither the
land nor the building sitting on it.
Instead, it will lease the new
building from the property owner,
Moon said.

“This is a very good location for
us, and the place for us to be,” he
said.

~ b

* branch about 10 years agd; k

. SALEM — Hesser Collegé and its 550 students
will ove to a-new home this spring, now that the
school has received the go-sheadito build a new
16,000-square-foot building off Interstate 93.

‘The new:location, at the corner of Manor Park-
way and Industrial' Way,/will ptovide enough

space for additional programs and another 200 to.
3%0’ students over time, college P?sldent Robert ﬂ
S.Moonsaid. |

"f nea a Sale
,‘%s;;ace -at th “
Keewaydin Drive Holigia Inn. e have ouf’
grown our present locationt in ferms of ‘capaci
and size,” Moon said The n&w site 15 about 50
cent bigger than Hesser’s carrent g;ome.

' Please see COLLEGE, Page §
i o A

P

" The Manchester-based college
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for zone
loophole

By jumes A. Kimble
Staff Writer

SALEM — When a developer wanted to buld an
apartment complex next to the Wal-Mart in North
Salem, the first stop in the process was
not with the Plarming Board, but with the Zoning

ness zones, but the ZBA bas the legal power to
ﬁrmgnﬁgmmpedalexcempﬁmsmwningmglnme
\ case, the developer sought excep-
tm::,mdendeduvbamng.soo e
exception was granted allowing the praject to
be built, but 2 second request for bulldings taller
than allowed under current zoning was rejected.
o ot Salern praje ’ mmpxe"
em project offers an of
how t?e use of gp'e'dal exceptions has shaped

s ap ing things oot
xvisimdwhmthem.ngm‘dinmswwdmﬁ-
“What this provision has given us is sites with
fess parking that otherwise needed, taller buildings,
not enough setback (or lots) closer to their proper-
ty lines than otherwise would be. There’s nothing
mﬁsmdﬁw,"mmmnﬁmm

Usg,of Ehespecial exception process is being
by bers of Salem's Planning Board

Fiwing the cxception 1oophe vhile
said Plannirig and
Planners for a apecial excep-

say requirernests
tion are much lower than those for a variance.
0 a:lm lopers to build almost sny-
mfurl within a commerclal district, zoned primarily
_“This is only a loophole to meet zomirg regule:
tions, to come i1 and request reflef (that’s) not sved
relief,” said Moldoff. B

1
PR PN RY «

Wwﬂxemmmwaappumé&mm
come

Ploasz ser SALEM, Poge 12

to be built without the exception
(a financial hardship wouldn't
count).

w would be making an siteration
not contrary to the spirit of the
variance law.

Changing or eliminating the
special clauses is con-
sidered long overdue by board
members. The

special exception
clause first came to Salem in 1961
in order to encoursge developers
to come to town, according to

Moldoff.
“Zoning is something that needs
to change with the times,” said
ing Board Chairman Mike
Lyons. “When the special excep-
tion was put in place back in the
605 we were locking to encourgge
growth, we're obviously in a dif-
ferent situation Ad
Zoning Board of Adjustment
Chairman Joseph Scionti said the
ZBA and Planning Board — which

" | etd a joint meeting on Tuesday

night — haven't yet decided
whether to modify or delete two
parts of a special exception

use.
Ongoing talks between the
town’s attorney and Moldoff

Zoning Board member Dan
Norris said Tuesday's meeting
also prompted a number of
discussions about how the Plan-
ning and Zoning boards could
work more closely together.

The special exception clause
was the issue that hoth boards
seem to agree on the most, he
said. *I think our specisl excep-
tion ordinance is deficient in a
pumber of ways,” Norris said. “It
allows a landowner to seck the
approval of virtuzily any use of &
piece of property in our comumer-
cial district just by meeting some
vepy broad and not well-defined-

«1 think it was a good thing,”
Plannipg Board member Bob Ellis
gaid of the meeting. “We feel
there's a little better
ingwitheachomer‘sboard and
how deci with the Plann

seem to want to work closer id the

_ monthe abead, especially as large

scale projects come before them.
He added that changing the spe-
cial exception clause seems to be
an issue both board are about

unanimous on.

] think the only question is
whether to delete it entirely or
modify it,” said Moldoff.

|
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To the Editor:

I have been following the Salem
town manager selection process with
great intensity, hoping that if we had
to lose a good manager like Jeff
Towne, that we would at least get
someone as good

This entire process has been a
sham and an insult to the residents of
Salem. In March the board denied
that they had made a choice. Marcia
Leighninger’s name was one of three
at the time. In May a meeting was held
and, according to the minutes, a
motion was made by Selectman
Stephanie Micklon and passed 4-1 to
have Mary Donovan, Jeff Towne and
Jim Holland review the 26 applica-
tions and select the top four. A fifth
application was added to the four top

choices.

It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to
figure out who the fifth choice was,
given the fact that, according to the
article in the paper, the chosen candi-

- date has no experience as a town man-

ager. She certainly would not have
been in the top four if someone were

‘looking for a qualified town manager.

It's too bad that it appears that
somebody’s personal interest and
gains are overshadowing this process.
We need a qualified town manager,
not en inexperienced person that will
end up being a puppet for some mem-
bers of the board of selectmen who
have demonstrated a need to run
every aspect of the town of Salem.

Robert Ellis,

Salem -
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alem picks
prosecutor

for manager

By James A. Kimble
Staff Writer

SALEM — The town’s former
Police Department prosecutor
has accepted the job as Salem’s
next town manager, selectmen
announced last night.

Marcia Leighninger of Salem
could take the helm in ag little as
two weeks, pending a background

. check and ongoing talks regard-

ing a contract, said Selectman
Chairman James Holland said.

“We still have to do the back-
ground checks and some other
administrative functions but it
shouldn’t take more than two
weeks,” said Holland, moments
after he released a written state-
ment on the job offer at Monday
night’s selectmen’s meeting.

Currently working as a prose-
cutor for New Hampshire State
Paolice, this will be Leighninger’s
first time working as a town man-
ager. She beat out 26 other appli-
cants, some of whom were town
managers, and was one of three
finalists interviewed for the job
last week.

Selectmen made their decision
on the candidate at a closed-door
Friday night meeting after spend-
ing Wednesday and Thursday

interviewing
finalists.
Selectman
Stephanie
Micklon said
Leighninger
was among “a
- wide range of
applicants”
who vied for

Marcia the manager’s
Leighninger position.
“It’s fair to

say, in our opinion she was the
best person for the job,” Micklon
said.

Leighninger, who was rumored
to be a pick for the job back in
March, worked as the criminal
prosecutor for the Salem Police
Department for nearly seven
years up until the end of 2001,
when she resigned and began
working for the state.

Prior to going to law school, she
was a teacher and served as a
department head, which included
duties of budgeting and collective
bargaining for the school district,
selectmen said. :

Selectmen stressed last night
their enthusiasm of finding a new
manager who lived in Salem.

Please sec SALEM, Page 2
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| Rock looks to set pace

under way today
By Roun Indrisano

GLOBE STAFF

SALEM, N.H. -- Rockingham
Park, which today opens its first
hamess meeting since 1980, will
race opposite Plainridge Race-
course, but neither Rock nor
Plainridge, which runs through
Dec. 2, wishes to promote a con-
flict. Rock set its schedule — Sun-
days, Wednesdays, and Saturdays
at 1:05 p.m., and Fridays at 7:35 —
o minimize problerns with Plain-
ridge, which races Mondays, Tues-
days, and Saturdays at 4, and Rock
will allow certain horses to ship
back and forth to race at Plain-
Tidge.

“Guys who ship from 4 farm
can go anywhere they want,” said
Rick Kane, the racing secretary at
Rock. "Ihey can pick their spots,
but we give $60,000 a day in
purses [Plainridge offers
$45,000], and we'll get our fair
share. And we're not going to limit
the people who stable with us. We
told them that if they have more
than one horse in the same condi-
ton [categoryl, they can go down
there, race, and come back, We
don’t want to see anyone's stable
get jammed up.”

“I'm going down to Plainridge
to race on Tuesdays,” said trainer-
/driver Bruce Ranger, who
shipped to Rock from Pompano
Park in Florida. *They toid me that
whenever I can't race a horse here,
1 can take him down there, | have
several horses who all fit in the
same spot, and this will help me.”

Plainridge stables 175 horses,
and those horsemen will stay
there. But the outfits who ship
from Maine are free to go where
they want, and will probably race
atboth tracks.

“We wish everybody up at Rock
the best of lack,” said Steve
O’Toole, the general manager of
Plainridge. “If they can create
more enthusiasm for harness rac-
ing, that will be great. We get 20-
25 percent of our starters from
Maine, but the smart move for
them is to keep their foot in the
door with us. We have a long sea-
son after Rock closes. We're not
going to lose any of our back-
stretch outfits, they are committed
to us for the year. We're prepared,
but I don't think Roek will have
that much of an tmpact ont us.”

Mike Perpall has the largest
outfit stabled at Plainridge with
18 head, and is the leading trainer,
He's staying put, along with the
other outfits stabled there.

“Some of the Maine guys are
going to stop and give Rock & try,
‘but theyll probably split their sta-
bles and race some days at Rock

-

—and some daye at Platnridge,” he
said. “T wonder if the Maloe horses

canbecompmﬁveatkndnmdn
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the track, said ngm- who bas
20 head at Rock. “1 had to go

ridge has had an excelk

50 far, both the tive and simulcast
handle are up, and there’s been
We talked about this situation in
the trainers’ Jounge the other day,
and not one guy said he was leav-
ing.”

Rock mansgement has been
upfront about having only a two-
year commitinent to harness rac-
are legalized in New Hampshire.

“There is a bill sitting in the
Senate Finance Committee, but
I'm not sure what they’re going to
do with it or when,” said Rock vice
president Ed Callahan, “It is an
option for revenue ff, ultimately,
they decide they need it. There's a
budget that has to be met, there
could be & $200 million biannual
shortfall, and I don't know how
that will eventually be done. We'l
see.

“We're currently working with
& development company o draw
up plans that will fully develop the
property. We anticipate that will
take about a year and a half. We
hope to have a good meet this
summer, and again in 2004, After
that, it is likely development will
begin if there is no legislation for
video lottery. If video lottery hap-
peas, then racing and gaming wilt
be the primary factors in develop-
ment of the property.

“The key is to put on some
great racing. This is the first time
stnce Suffolk Downs in the "60s
harness racing on a mile track has
been held around here. I think in

bined handle, simulcasting
and live, we may do pretty well.
After Freehold (NJ.) dloses, there
are very few afternoon harness
signals, and gites who take our sig-
nal have told us they're looking for
something else out there to offer
their customers.”

Ranger, the leading driver at
Pompano, raced at Rockingham in
the late 1970s. Now he, and aJot of
other familiar horsemen, are back.

“T've only been here a couple of
days, but it’s fantastic,” said Rang-
er, 43, from Falmouth, Maine. “It's
such a breath of fresh air. 've had
more fun seeing all the faces I
haven't seen in years. It’s the same
people, but we're all a little older.
Seeing everybody who's coming
in, it’s going to be like old-home
week around here”

Ranger, who is also a trainer,
last raced in New England at the
old Poxboro Park in 1986. This
year, he is available because Pom-
pano, reacting to the economy,
will not hold a summer meeting,
closing fune 7 and pot returning
untii October.

0 e. I like racing at Pom-
Pano because you don't have the
stress and pressure of the Mea-
dowlands, but you can make a de-
cent Hving and enjoy the weather.
1 have an awfual lot of horses in
taining and I didn't know wheve
to go. I didn't want to go to Toron-
o or the Meadowlands, so [ said,
‘Why not go hotne?

“The people here have been
more than accommodating. Ev-
erything we've needed, they've
done. They put In a jogging track
for us so we could walk the bad ac-
tors. Everybody's upbeat. 'I'hm is
new and exciting.”

According to Kane, Rockwr-
rently has 200-300 horses stabled
on the grounds, and projects to
top out at 700 for the 60-date
meet, which ends Sept. 1. Ship-ins
from farms will also boost the
fields. The opening-day card, with
& 1:086 first post, offers 11 races.
The feature eveat, the $12,000
Lou Smith Memorial, includes
Gallo Blue Chip, a 6-year-oid geld-
ed pacer who was Horse of the
Year in 2000, and has earned more
than $4 million in purses, -

“We're getting quite a few
borses from Pompano,” said Kane,
who was raised in New Hamp-
shire, has worked at most harness
tracks on the East Coast, and has
been assistant racing secretary at
Freehold since 1999. “Our meet
fits in well for a lot of those horse-
men. We'll also get a lot of horses
from Freehold [which closes to-
day] and Delaware, and weTl get
some back and forth from the
Meadowlands, too. Those outfits
want to keep their horses racing
on a 1-mile track, which we have.
It's a four-hour drive, but it's all in-
terstate highways. This is going to
work out fine.*

Ranger, who also catch drives
[drives for other vutfits], will have
six horses from his stable on the
opening program. Later in the
meeting he will bring in his heavy
hitters, clder pacers The Paper
Wazoo and The Aussie Fighter,
and top mare Masked Ball.

“Unless you're racing at a top
track you've got to both train and
drive to make a living,” said Rang-
ex. “There’s not enough money just
to be a driver. I've worked some
horses over this track [a stonedust
surface laid down in April} and it's
maybe a little cuppy. But it will
settle down and we'll be fine. This
track does bave a thoronghbred

— harness tracks have only
pylons, so borses can escape into
the infield during an accident —
“and that's a concern. But you've
got to be aggressive and throw
caution to the wind, or don’t drive.
Acstdndnvermusthavenofmr
you fust go for .7
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-Regarding the growth in Salem,
NH, 1 agree that the Planning

Resign

I agree witp the person ‘who
called regarding Salem’s growth, I
can'’t believe that there are more
stores evep being considered
when we have lots of vacant ones.
They also have not taken into
account the already~stressed pub-
lic serviceg and vital resources, Ag
a citizen, T cajj for their resigna- -
tions. '



Rt S T

A Y e SN

CERQAUN BT EPD T W T g 0T B TR e ey

y d?O—aa-émramme; -
“It's going to be  huge undertaking
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" After dealing with the daily challenges of
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a'vice president and general mansger for
icipal Resources Ine., & private consult-

SALEM: LAST DAY TODAY

Satern Toun Manager Jeflrey C. Towne ' "k’k';**?'"““’“"“",'k""

for | Yo
 from behind his desk at Towp Hall yesterday. ¥

. the mianager’s job, Towna, 37, will get back to -
a miare 9-40-5 track. He’s going to a new job as -

Municipal
ing firm'in Meredith Even though his new i
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decision on
Byjuves A Kimble -

manager

‘Holiand sald this morning. “But there's no good
news yet — I would love to have this thing over with
butthere till things we havé to do.” - -
Holland said he doesp't expect to make zn
wmmrw-ﬂ the town
would need to conduct a background
miake an offer to the candidate. . .
Today js the last day of work for
Manager Jeffrey Towne, who has

Inc, in

back from the limelig ace
- Wt comes with being the top executive of

aiunicipality. | .
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" During a closed-door. sesxion st Town Hall last
night, board ber app tely three
~ hours interviewing two candidates. When the later-
“Views ended around 10-30 p.m., all four board mem-
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challenges for Salem

Continued from Page 1

The job in Meredith, a small
community that sits on the north-
ern tip of Lake Winnipesaukes, is
a coming home of sorts. Towne
began his career as finance direc-
tor for the Town of Meredith in
1995 and left for the same position
in Salem two years later, where he
was later promoted from within.

The 24-hour-nature of the chal-
lenges of the manager’s job were
dramatically illustrated by an
incident earlier this year when a
police detective was accidentally
shot by another officer on a Satur-
day night in April.

Towne was awakened by a
phone call. He hopped in his car
at his home in Concord without
checking the time and drove to the

‘| Salem Police Station. He called

selectmen, drove to & Beston hos-
pital to see the wounded officer,
Det. Rich Oliveri, and ﬁnally
made it back home at 4 am.

The shooting incident was an
uncemmnon one for Salem, but the
unorthodox hours and calls from
work aren’t aboormal for Towne
and other municipal managers
like him.

“A lot of people don't realize
that you take work home. You're
reading materials, remrning e-
mails over the , you're

One day he got a call because a
resident had & dead squirrel in his
yard and wanted someone to take
it out. “So many people will call
and they want the town manager
because they think he's the only
person who can take care of it,”
said Towne. “And you have to
respon(ilt’sanxmportnntpanof

the job.”

“The thanks you get ig a very
personal satisfaction. They can't
believe the job you did for them. I
will miss & lot of people, but I'lt
miss most the people working for
the town “

The job also eutaﬂs being a
community or. “Onge of
the lhmgs the board wantedme ©
do was to be active in the commu-
nity. That meant attending
parades, Mernorial Day celebra-
tlons, attend ribbon cuttings for

local businesses,” said Towne.

Such appearances alge called
for getting hands-on with the
event ifself. When the Ingram
Senior Center opened to the pub-
lic last fall, Towne and one of his

spent a poruon of tbeu‘ evenmg
Townehashadh:smncs.ﬁ-um

selectmen fo budget committee
:nembem but he said one of the

taking calls from selectimen. I get
phane calls from the police station
from time to time,” Towne said.

If there’s a flood or water main
break, then there’s a call from the
Public Works Department, “it's
well beyond the 37 1/2 to 40 hours
per week,” Towne said.

Having more tie off is one the
reasons Towne decided to leave
his post earlier than first

said. Originally, he
decided his last day was going to
be July 1, but about a week ago he
had a change of heart and wanted
more time off.

Towne said the change in
lifestyle will give him more time
to spend with his wife of 15 years
and his two youog daughters.

Almost inherently, the job of
town mapager or administrator
comes with an after-hours sched-
ule in addition tv a foll work day
at the office. It’s a straight salary
with no overtime. Budget Com-
niittee meetings through the fall
and winter require managers to
present, then defend — some-
times in

D of the job was to
“not take criticism personally.”

*“T think some people will criti-
cize you no matter what like when
yuou have a strong budget and peo-
ple haven't told you you've done
your homework ... sometimes it is
aimed to be taken personally.”

Despite the contention, Towne
said he has tried to keep town
business moving in a positive
direction, but still his decisions
haven’t always been met with
approval, like when he hired Paul
Donovan, a palice captain from
Hartford, Conn., as police chief m
2001,

“Hiring the police chief was
very controversial. 1 don't think
it's & secret selectmen wanted to
hire someone local,” said Towne,
“The right decision was made.”
Towne insists that he loocked for
the best person for the job, and if
the persoa happened to be local,
then that was a bonus.

His hope is that selectmen will
take the same approach when

his replacement, be said.

choosing
“Iknowﬁ:eboardhm‘tmadea

that po on for hours —- their bud-
gets before committee members
and the public.

Those demands apparemly
have tuken a toll oo managers in
Salem.

Salem Plapning Director Ross

. Moldoff said he has seen Salem go

through 10 town managers in the
pasttwodecadesofmsemplﬂy-

“Idon'tttﬁner‘saneasy;obfor
a variety of reasons. Some seg-
ments of canrmunity think we're
still a smail town and we're not.
We're a large comuranity. There's
& tremendous amount of work,”
said Moldoff. “We probably nead
an assistant manager to help out
because there’s so many issues

ision for yet, but [
hope they’li seject the best
for the job,” be said. “I think it
trkes someone with strong man-
agement skills to run this commu-
nity.”

SAVE MONEY BY (LIPPING
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By James A. Kimble
Staff Writer : ,

SALEM — The old Dalrymple Gas

- building i3 scheduled to be razed within

the next couple of weeks to make way

. for a.new two-story building that will
bouse a Banknorth branch and an elec-
tronics repair store.
When complete, the new building will
be the latest in a series of revitalization
projects cropping up along the northern
section of Route 28, an area town plan-
ners have been targeting for more
aftractive store fronts to replace some
of the town’s oldest commercial struc-
In the past two years, Town Fair Tire
- -hag demolished an old car wash to
make way for a new building, Dunkin’
Donuts razed its old building near the
Coca-Cola plant and built a new one,
And Brothers Tattoo is being replaced
with a new location of Sun-Sational
Images, & local tanning salon, said
- Salem ing Director Ross Moldoff,
When the Dalrymple building was
constructed in the late 1950s, it was one
of the first commercial buildings on the
road and surrounded by farms, said

buﬂdanewtwﬁwybuﬂ&g.‘Wsmo{prmmﬂwnmﬂmm'pmdmmza

e iy
_of Route 28 north

Joanne Cuorno, whose business, Elec-
tronic Repair Specialists, currently
“Back then, of course, it was quite a
building,” Cuomo said. “To them, it was
very modern looking.” ;
The new building will be a big change

in appearance from the current one,
‘which sports store advertising in hige

block letters from end to end, said her
husband, Joe Cuomo. The Cuomos
started their business there about eight.

Standing out behind his store, Joe
Cuomw pointed out the tin-walled stor-
age building that once allowed trains to
pull up and drop off propane gas, and
the cement supports that once held
large propane tanks, all of which will be
takenout. . 1

Joanne Cuomo said talk about having
the bank re-locate to their property

_years agu..

began when a vice president of

Andover Bank, later bought by Ban-
knorth, came to them as a custorrer to
have some bhome electronics repaired.
Banknorth has offices on Route 28,

Talks progressed for a few years, and
plans came to fruition when the banks
merged, Joanne Cuomo said.

their business, Electronic Repair Specialists,

‘and I think the

A .' " ‘J&m
.-'w_._gé‘_:._ \-. ' - i .}‘
where they planta

=

Moldoff said the new building will not :
-only be another upgrade to the north- :
empartchouteZB,butbecomenmre a
valuable and increase its tax base for -
thetown, = . ﬁmvtlnngf ;

“It's actually a real ing for me,
Planning Board too, to
get to work on things like this — when
you can take a old tired building and -

“make it an asset,” Moldoff said. “The -

owner gets something they want and
we think its an asset to the community.”

Joe Cuomno said he has appreciated
Moldoff’s efforts in trying to improve
the northern section of Route 28,

“Ross has been working hard to
improve the look of Salem,” he said, -

And while he’s excited about the new
building, a part of him will miss the
place where he started out years ago,

“T'o be honest with you, when they -
knock it down, I don’t think I can be
here. P've spent more hours here than I
want to admit,” Joe Cuomo said.

While the new huilding is under con-
struction, Electronic Repair Specialists
will take up a temporary home atRocky
Ridge Plaza in Windham.

He said construction should take five
to six months.
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“It's préfif staggering i.nﬁie
sense we haven't gotten that kind

Continued from Pogs 1

Informal discussions have
started among some town officials

over whether Salem should con-

can buy a house in New Hamp-  sider changes to its zoning, which

shire and another in Florida,” said  allows senior housing anywhere in

Francese, who also noted that

doff, the town'’s planning director.

“The sheer number is daunting to

tGwn Officials.

“What you can do is sell a
house in Massachusetts for

$700,000 or $800,000, and you

place for these developments to  of housing before,” said Ross Mol-

draw out-of-state empty-nesters
and retirees who want to get the
biggest bang for their buck.
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ing room and house cleaning.

opened senior center, a nursing
home, and a mausoleum — the

“] think there needs to be some

Planning Board has approved solution of creating housing of all

types,” McBride said.
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Abutters to the Salem school dis-
trict’s “Bushway property” on Main

Street who are on a committee formed

by the school board to find an amica-
by’ ble solution to the future

STANLEY ©f that property say

DANKOsK) things are going along .

smoothly.

The committee —
which includes three
abutters, two school board members,
town planner Ross Moldoff, a

Staff Writer
SRR ————

Manchester engineer who lives in’

Salem, and developer Steve Hatem —
have officially met only twice.

The group was formed after the

abutters in the neighborhood con-
vinced the schoel board to give them a
vital role in the development of the
property, located at 213 Main St.
somewhat across ‘the street from
Woodbury Middle-School.

“It's getting better,” said one abutter,
Gerald Little. “We're getting acquainted

with the school committee and they're

getting acquainted with us.”
The most important focus right

now, Little said, is to find a way to -

demolish an aging and perhaps haz-
ardous white building on the
Bushway property and a small red
. barn behind it.
“The longer this building sits there,
it'll be a bigger hazard,” Little said.
: New plans have been put forth by
Hatem, the developer who had origi-
nally been in negotiations with the
school district earlier this year to pava
the lot for school parking use. After
public outcry, another plan called for
& 10,000-square-foot office building
with a parking lot covering the rest of
the property. :
‘l don't think the voters would
have approved that -anyway,” said
alternate committee member David

Lemieux, whose wife Terry attends -

the committee meetings because he

abutters pleased

works at night “With 150-feet
frontage space, and the building being

1200 feet from Main Street, there's not

much room for parking” -
Abutters still complained about the
idea of a large parking area (with its

possible lighting and fume pollution) -
potentially devaluing their own prop-

erty. The parking lot would have
entered a residential zone, too,
Lemieux said, '

. Now, after two meetings with .~
- Little, the Lemieuxes and the Flynns,

y

 the talks are heading in the direction

with progress

- of a smaller office building.

The group has done a walk-
through on theé Bushway property,
which abuts at least five other lots, A
small patch of woods separate their
view of the old white building,

- Terry Lemieux agreed that the
‘committee has stamped out any adver-
sarial attitudes that were first seen
- before and during the school delibera-
tive session. o
‘Next week we'll be narrowing
down more options,” she said. “It
‘seems fo be going well.”
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Barbara Flynn, one of the resi-
dents whose land abuts the Bush-
way property, lives on Center-
ville Drive right across from the
Woodbury School, said she is
concerned her property value
could depreciate depending on

Ylife

SALEM

what happens with the Bushway
land.

“We obviously don’t want our
property value to go down,”
explained Flynn. “We have a
view of Main Street we don't
want to lose, and there is a lot of
other residential land back there.
We felt the school needed proper-

ty, but we want them to keep the

scope of the project small.”

Flynn's husband, James, and
three Henderson Circle resi-
dents, Gerald Little and Theresa
and Dave Lemieux, are also on
the committee,

Berry said the committee,
which had its inaugural meeting
Wednesday night in the Wood-
bury School Library, has not
established a timetable for com-
pleting the study, but hopes to
reach a decision by the end of the
summer.

The decision would end six
years of deliberation over the
best use of the land.

The school district purchased
the lot in 1997 to provide more
parking space for the Woodbury
School,

“We are open-minded and
starting from scratch with this
committee,” said Berry. “All
options are on the table at this
point.”

Moldoff echoed Berry’s and
feeling on the project, saying,
“I'm going into it with an open
mind. I'll wait and see what the
school board wants, and what the

abutters concerns are. It might -

be all parking, it might be a
building in parking. I'm not going
into it with and preconceived
notions.”

Campbell said he would with-
hold any personal judgment on
the use of the property until he
has heard the concerns of abut-
ting property owners, and any
recommendations or thoughts
offered by Moldoff.

Campbell also said the commit-
tee would like to stay consistent
with the wishes of the property’s
former owner, the late Isabelle
M. Bushway, regarding its uge.

The next study committee
meetings are scheduled for April
30 and May 14, both in the Wood-
bury School Library at 7 p.m.

M R N et e

nmy

Panel
studies
uses for
Bushway

By Mike Suliivan
Staff Writer

SALEM — Pamela Berry does-
o't have a magical solution for
what to do with the Bushway
property at 213 Main Street. In
fact, no one seems to.

Berry, e;
member o
¢c All the Salem
> School
optwns are Board and
on the table ye Chai;-
: man of the
at thw Bushway
pomt. »” Property
Study Com-
PamelaBerry,  mittee, iﬁn’t
Bushway alone when
she says she
Propel:ty Study will listen to
Committee any and all
suggestions

for use of the school district-
owned parcel of land across from
the Woodbury School. )
But she did rule some things
out. ‘ )
“P'm really very open to 1deags,
explained Berry. “I don’.t think
the school board has any interest
in selling the property at th}S
time. Property is limited in
Salem, and any praperty you can
acquire, you should hold on to. I
don’t think there’s any interest in
selling the land.”
And using the parcel solely as
a parking lot is unlikely. “Nob‘oqy
wants to do that,” she said. “It’s
very offensive to everyone.”
Berry is head of a study com-
mittee that also includes school
board member Bernard Camp-
bell, a lawyer; town planning
director Ross Moldoff, Mang:hesf
ter engineer and Salem resident
George Fradette; Steve Hatem, a
lawyer who owns the Hatem
office building just west of the
Bushway property; and a group

of residents whose properties
adinin tha Ruchwav land.




"PTBSJJOPIO W @N1] Burgy
-4UB pRY 13A0U 94,54 U Aure)
-390 53] 10ads® o[qisia 4194 ¥ 3q 0} Butod
Apreard 53 399§ Og1 moge §1 Burpying
18380[3 1XaU JYJ, "KIUIoTA dules ayy U
831 ‘Hed 150w 913 10 feme 1397 0§ Jnoge
Sl wmajosnes o) 3895010 SwIpning 5yJ,,
"BUIpIMG Yora I Sy1un anog yiim sdup
“PTING Y819 Bunonaysuos 103 (1o sueq
"PIPPB 9Y ,'30UBLIBA B pasu 0) Sutod

31,A5U3 Joyjoym Jq snsst ue s,alayy

Joafoid poos .mum.ama $BM 31 JyBnow 1,

| "DIeS 1215qapm

WNJ[OSNEW 0] IX3

AValNd

«'UIM 183D 0 9ARY pnom paeoyg Buru
“ue(d 9t Bunpdwe 531 yuwy 3,uop | IR
8ap 0} sAeYy 03 Burod o143y Anssy Bunoy
~IeW B 53801 PIes 199UIBUa S, ‘Wnapos
-new 8 JeaU BU[Snoy J0TU9s Buyary jo
punoas 3uiod syof e jo puny sem 3Ia4],,

13)5qap UIRpy
1aquisw preog Buynueiy pres ‘s{edyjo
A0} IO pIROg BUTUUE]J SU3 U0 3507 3, USEM
3311 30 pus o1 18 5208 suoAWIOS SI5YM
Supimq e 0} Jxeu panysuoo aq S
Buisnoy peoLyses-ofe jey 198] YL,

‘pes ay ,‘Bumies Jusseard

© 5,215} ‘2018 POPOOM B 5,11 A[fRasusy,

‘a119pay pres ‘Bursnoy
913 J0] P3SN 3 P[NOM SAIDR S 03 ¢/,p INOqY
'PEOI 313 w0y 388] §/ IN0QE Yorq 198
UMI0SNBW 3U0)s 9 Yim ‘ooeds uadou
st Auredoad a3 jo Jusoaed 9AP-AJUBARS
"HOPIOW pres .11 0} BupyiAue 5,a103 J1 598
PUB Y3I8SS3 21108 03 Paat ap, Lradosd
343 U0 573 BuLgIAUB oq 1,Up[nom alat;
(usu) pres jueondds oy, ‘s, o Ul Hoeq
IOUELIBA B U0 PoSEQ U JUaM WNS[osNEW
TBUTBLIO 9Y] 51 PO} SI13NqE 313 30 auQ,,
‘BOPIOW $50Y 1010311 BuTiruBlg Wis(eg

£007 ‘|1 judy

PIBS ‘aaminy ay3 Ul sIs1 Yng aq poa
Bunpou 18y uonIpUos Uo pascadde seam
AreurBio wnajosnew oy jo uononas
~U0d Joylaym s1 AUIYoIBassl aav S[RIO
-0 umay yoorq Buriquings fenuaod v
"Jo8foad sy BuruBisep
S1 ogM ‘I33s9youBly Ul digsisuyreg
BunssuiBuy H4S Jo a319paay odioen
193u13Ua pI8S ,‘3(8S ¥ jO uolIBIapIS
~u05 uy euop Sureq 5,31 "Awadoad ety pros
Apealie j0u aaBY 43U} saey mouy 1,

‘pIeoy Buyuueld oy A9 paaoidde
ST Y0s(0ad o3 g1 2oued wnsiosnew 08

u dn 08 Aewr Sursnoy

E00T U0 886 Ut 4t oz dozging

18 "ON 'S 1A ,
* QMO * s -+ ,
£007 fit iady 3
o %

#oPg  JA[E SUTELLR S1O[S OIPIA 0] SUTE) g

SAAVH MAN

"WITYS [ %4 5NN [eUONEU WOY UL B N AINIOH &

“81 243 JO S30® ¢ In0qe 3o 1198 pinom A1q
-8qoad “sEBIY ‘usnipop yo ouy [RLIOWaly
BT [PuIeyy ‘puv] o JO SI5UMO YL
'SUIPTING Jo 388 om} o J81mq 03 po
-Jueid 8q pinom sealy, ‘wnsjosnRIy BT
Tewely Joqudteu puw Joaag puog wox
47BQ 198 5Q PMOM SSNOUUMO) Zp By,
‘UIMS[OSNELL B D) IXOU J0] PIPOOM B UO
IMQ 8 pIriom 18y SUSZRID I0TUSS 10§ 59
-Snoyumo) joj sueid 1e ssduwysd 18I PR
us}03 saBY steuuwld UMDY — WATVS

“arup fors
S{qLupy "y sowef Ag




pefoxd ety 1o0] mems weeq

881 SWRYy ewy ou pus Surpuiq-uou ere ‘usyd Jeysen By
oy peydope s[rym ‘uBiseper pus sa8uey pesodosd ey,

TIORONSTO08I UOHOASISIUT Oy}

0} peqeiel sesusthm Aus Aryap o) syueid yoes pmom uma)

B3 POPPE 8H '000'00%$ 3¢ pEIFISe SBA 830008 wepsaped

58 [lam 58 sppuds Suppe pue Amomsien Surnep 1o

ey sopd ey pres goplo ssoy opexi Surweyd ‘sjogm
 $8 weyd o 105 peyussead sam j500 ofeds ou em

“gzeyd Buyddoys e woxy jxe e 10 woy

“%je sofod 611 Jeq1e SpISINO SHYBY 10§ pac oy} pareoRpY Apris

- AMY] [BLIOWDI S URIIIIA 03

£ 8B%d + dIAYISHOWITYS SHL » $00Z ¢ Iy

50, “UORDSRION] §7 OINOY 8N 810j9q J9n{ BeIR &Y} 87 gme]
goud ewos Bupuessid wsid sy o 1red euo 1y pres mousy

F5¥] 64 [[tM 9T N0y PUE PBOY S0TIEIMET SSOIDDR [[M

oM} esed ‘el Ayuotmeter) dureass [[im eto eseYq “wORes
~tgut 9uo gzim [2ep o pasodord st seswyd earm oty jo yoey

"sAL( Auowsten) Je yusssed /4 pue gz snoy pue

PprOY eoUaIMET 893 38 Jusnied 9y 0} mou earty [[e 18 Jusated

001 woxy foedes TopoesIeln sonpar pmom Aemyred eq
0} 5e8uBYD pejBuISs MOTIAg ‘SIBUINT ApPTys Uo peseg

PROY 8ousImME]

pus fuomases o s ogren Suippe pesodoad moused

'SUORIPPE OUB] S 0) UORIPPE W] ‘sali] Auoumms puw

proy soueIme ‘gz apnoy :peol oYy Buope suogoesieyuy tolst
vary) ot o3 sotwe] Burimy Surppe sof syreo ufsep mon oy,

2107 YBNOIY) GUIN{OA DIJRX) 6889 PIOD

‘pasmofjoy 1t ‘wed a1 pres ‘moponnEUCOAl pur ulisep et
pedojesep oym ‘moulsq ) uagderg reewSus ogyesy,

sread Bapaoo

o Seayred o o) seBueyo peyedine et 10y Sumore wegd

INSBIL §,UMO} OT} YUY UB{ESp UOPONNSTooRl eswyd-sexty)
sapuua) v peydope stequew preoq Suruaeid yeam jse

"8sn exryny 103 3t axedexd 16118 PUB Yojens 613 O IER

5885 0 8 SuiAprys weeq S8 UMO) BT} ‘OLFRR 1] 980T
peedpyue w pue topmco e Buop woponnszed 19
pouwed speford Bupsnoq oBre (910498 M. s

Aemoyred 6@y oype suay
0} 00 10 o wrg el v Surye; esoqy Aepadse HALXVE
*078B1ABT 0} SIGAIp 10§ JROLIIP 8T8 PUR §yuSp )

_ 4ooe gum perderd ame peos oy Suope suonses A

-Iojut 9y} ‘Ajjuessly ‘PYOY SOUBIMET PIE® 97

SIN0Y UeaMY ABMNTR] [FLOWSI §,UBIIIBA JO SOU] oM
o1 osiaARy M e8BIaAR U0 S1ED DOO'DT WY SIOW “ure
9 pus § UeeMISq ApgBnor ‘smoq ogyen yeed Suung

SJUdUIdAOIdWIT SauTWexd preoq Suruue|q




4

April 3, 2003 * THE SALEM OBSERVER ¢ Page 3

Selectmen, planners
meet to map out future

During a recent work session,
planning board members and select-
men hashed out ways to handle sever-

al trends affecting the future look and ;

composition of Salem.
by ' Among the topics dis-
' ERIC
BAXTER housing boom, roadway
News Edtor  improvements including
the Depot area and the
capital improvement program.

The intent of the meeting was not
to arrive at- conclusions or solidify
plans. Salem Planning Director Ross
Moldoff said the intent was to get both
boards on the same page and moving
in the same direction. The end result,
hopefully, will be more effective deci-
sions for the town,

“We have two boards with a Iot of
people with strong opinions. This is
the start of something positive,” said
Moldoff.

One of the more challenging
trends, along with the proposed rede-
velopment of Rockingham Park, is the
mushrooming residential construc-
tion trend.

Selectmen and planning board
members hashed through ways to
control the trend and some of the
effects it may have on the town, -

Last year, planning board mem-
bers approved three senior housing
projects installing 230 condo units
and 16 individual homes on separate
plots within the town. Hard on the
heels of those proposed units were an
additional 112 units of general hous-

cussed were a possible -

ing, At all four of the projects there has
been site preparation and road con-
struction, but no building permits
have been issued. (

An additional 337 units have been
brought before the board and are
pending final decisions. '

Moldoff said the town is consider- .
ing & number of strategies to control

 the effects the influx of residents could
‘have. These included impact fees for

road and school improvements, nego-
tiating with developers to improve
intersections: and streets, phasing the
projects to keep the influx as a steady
stream instead of a flood and possibly
re-instituting a growth cap.

. As more people and businesses
make Salem their home, both boards
agreed to look into increasing the
staffing in the town’s code enforce-
ment office. ,

Another glimpse into the future
is a new computer program used by
Community Development Director
Bill Scott designed to analyze fire
department needs within the town.
The produced data will be an aid in
determining future department
needs and their location on the cap-
ital improvement program list.
Scott said a similar program was
being designed for the police
department.

Board members and selectmen
also discussed updating the town-
wide traffic study, road impact fees,
the Depot Project and affordable
housing,
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Planning session
touches on Rock

Proposed development at Rock-
ingham Park has been slow coming
out of the gate but looks to be gaining

speed following the

by defeat of Article 2 at the
ERiC March 11 ballot session.
BAXTER  During a recent work ses-

sion with planning board
members and members
of the board of selectmen,
Salem Planning Director Ross
Moldoff updated them on the progress
of the park to date. :

Moldoff said Eastern Develop-
ment, the company contracted to
develop the track’s 170 acres, has met
with the town several time and seems
to be working toward an understand-
ing of what the town’s issues are and
what resources Salem will bring in to
examine their plan.

‘Eastern Development was con-
tracted to develop the area last fall
when Rockingham Ventures Inc., the
track’s owners, announced they
would phase out racing in the next
two seasons and transition the park to
a mixed-use area combining business-
es and industrial, commercial and res-
idential development.

Following the announcement, the
town attempted to pass a zoning ordi-
nance aimed at ensuring development in
the park would parallel what the town
saw for itself in the future. The park’s
owners fought the measure, saying it was

News Editor

restrictive to business and could hinder
full development of the plot

The town has again stressed they
would like to see a pedestrian-friendly
area and a mix of business that would
be markedly different from the strip
development along Route 28, tied
together with a town center concept.

Physical drawings, however, are
far from becoming a reality at this
early date.

“There is no plan which shows
what things are or where they will be
going at this time,” said Moldoff.

He estimated the park could begin
drawing a physical master plan for
development sometime around the end
of April or May. Moldoff added that the
firm had hired the same architect who
designed the Loop mall in Methuen,
Mass;, and the developers said they were
aiming at something a bit different.

“They think they can do a lot better
than the Loop,” said Moldoff.

If planning board members go
ahead with approval for the general
plan, Eastern Development is looking
to submit hard plans for site approval
sometime early next year.

Mushrooming residential con-
struction trend has shadowed the pos-
sible development of the park.

Selectmen and planning board
members also hashed through ways to
control the trend and some of the
effects it may have on Salem.
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SALEM. N.H.

ANy %

Town

“Teibure

SALEM, N.H. — Town Manager Jeffrey C.
Towne announced yesterday he is resigning

effective July 1 to take a private sector job,

fueling speculation that a
then took back a month later

was a “last straw.”

raise selectmen gave him

By James A. Kimble

Staff Writer

Towne gave his notice to
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Hiring Donovan, a seasoned captain of

detectives from Hartford, Conn., was one of

retired from the town’s fire department; Com-
munity Development Director Bill Scott;
Senior Services Director Patti Drelick; and

Fire Chief Arthur Barnes, who had recently
Police Chief Paul Donovan.
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SALEM

Project won't

e

-

‘burden services,

By James A. IGmble:
Staff Writer

SALEM — Developer Steve
Lewis says his plans to build a
development that mixes small
neighborhoods of townhouses for
residents 50 and older, apart-
ments for the elderly, and afford-
able housing won’t become the
menace to town schools and water
and sewer services that some offi-
cials fear.

His project, on a long-vacant
108-acre site off Veteran's Memo-
rial Parkway, is partly modeled on
similar mixed-housing projects
he’s done in Atkinson.

Lewis has yet to present formal
proposals for the Braemoor
Woods project to the Planning
Board, but town officials’ com-
ments on the conceptual plans for
the 255-unit development have
ranged from “innovative” to “out
of control.”

Lewis said he plans on bringing
the first phase before the Plan-
ning Board within the next 60
days.

Planning Board Chairman Mike
Lyons said the board hasn't seen a
mixed-use development proposal
like Lewis’ in recent history.

“I do think it’s an intriguing
idea of what I've seen so far on the
conceptual level,” Lyons said. But
the board has yet to weigh the
possible impacts of the plan, he
said.

Lewis said the project’s layout,
which keeps nearly half the prop-

erty as open space. Building the-

housing over a five-year period
would keep it from flosding public
schools with new students.

The two Atkinson develop-
ments, which included age-
restricted and targeted housing
for baby boemers, brought a total
of 12 students to the Timberlane
Regional School District, accord-
ing to a district estimate.

“You have to ask, ‘Why didn’t
the sky fall here?” Lewis said in
an interview from his Atkinson
office. “Even if I wanted to build.
themn all tomorrow I couldn’t. I
wouldn’t even dump that many
units from a marketing stand-
point.” )

Lewis, owner of SLI Consulting
Inc., is hoping his reputation will
precede him. Over the past
decade, he has built a third of the
housing in his hometown of Atkin-

BRAEMOOR WOODS

Fran Landw/S!ajfgraphic

son.

Two of his Atkinson develop-
ments, Bryant Woods and Set-
tler’s Ridge, use the mixed-devel-
opment conicept that he hopes to
bring to Salem with the Braemoor
Woods project.

The first phase of Braemoor
Woods proposes age-restricted
buildings that include a 24-unit
apartment building, 15 townhous-
es, rental units and affordable
housing whose rental rates would
be dictated by federal standards.
Lewis said he is in discussions
with the Salem Housing Authorify
about developing the units. .

Each type of housing unit fs
clustered in its own neighbor-

“hoods, sometimes separated by

stands of trees, according to th
plans. The first apartment build-
ing sits back about 1,000 feet from
Veteran’s Memorial Parkway.
Lewis said amenities such a3
community vegetable gardens,

- walking trails and a clubhouse

sets his project apart from what
Salem hias seen in the past. !

But Selectman Stephanie Mick-
lon has denounced the recent
spate of housing approvals by the
Planning Bosrd. Three separate
projects designated for people 55
and older have been approved
that could bring up to 246 town
houses and condominiums to
town

' A:(or.her 112-unit apartment

complex next to Wal-Mart has
also been approved. That project

Please see SALEM, Page 7

~Continued from Page 6
.has no age restrictions.

Mickion said she wants to give
Planning Board members “more’
-direction” in regards to approving
-apartmient building projects. The
two boards are scheduled to meet
to discuss town goals tororrow,

. Chris Goodnow, a Salem based
‘consultant for commercial and
industrial projects, said he
believes the impacts from such
‘projects aren’t as nearly as great
. as some are afraid of.

“The vast majority of units com-
ing online are senior projects that
‘are for 55 and over. People say
there’s 650 units but 500 of those
.are sepior units,” Goodnow said.
“I think there's an educational
process that needs to happen for
“the leaders of the community and
‘residents themselves for what
_impacts senior housing is going to
be. I've read a couple studies that
lead me to believe that they would
‘be minimal.”

Goodnow, who has seen Lewis’
“conceptual sketch, said fire and
ambulance service could increase
.because of senior housing and
Lewis’ plan, “but I think at the end

of the day, there’s going te be

some surprises. There's not as
many impacts as people believe.
The selectmen in town and the
people need to be educated about
the reality of seniors develop-
ment.”

Becoming overbuilt with senior
housing isn’t something Salem
should have to worry about,
according to Goodnow.

“Some service one part of the
market and some service the
other, and just because you get
them all approved doesn’t mean
almost all get built,” he said.

Selectman Richard Gregory,
the selectman’s representative to
the Planning Board, agreed that
not all projects that get approved
get built.

“We still don't have one single
unit (of senior housing) started
yet. We still have projects that
come before the Planning Board
and get approved that never get
built,” Gregory said. “I think
everybody is panicking.”

Gregory said he thought Lewis’
idea “looked beautiful” and

offered a difference from four-
bedroom family homes that even-
tually drove Salem to declare a
housing moratorium in the 1990s.




ayy
ayl

uag

dax

uass

PSPURI UMO] S Jwdes

oz afed INMOL 99S 358a)d

4 TESA )$B] IeUTBW PURYHO

ue ypnsut paiead} SEM 9UMO],

‘S TUILI0D pUe SpIeoq
UIOI] POAlE0BI SIaZEURW
jusunea) oY} 0} pemnginie
| sey Isaowiny GSTH amowy

[/oM st [T JeBeuRW B SB UonEn

§ UMO] Y], 7961 eoUs s1ade

e Um0} Suralas pue Sunoe 61

5 SeY (OIYM “UIa[es Wl 1588U0]

YWY oY) U8aq SeY AINUaY SIH

‘pres ay , ‘wiet} sstut 0} wtod WLy
pue woty (M SuDiIom pakofua aa]
‘a101] Yom ogm ajdoed oy ano( |,

“I8Tp00WS 8f)

1] © seSewew Um0} SuTioR 10 MOT 8T

10] TOTISURL) ST} SYBU PUB Po] SeY 87

soford af) o TS YSTULJ 0} BOULYD €

aney [m oY Surdoy s1 pue 1PERU0D ST
gSnoryy vo 3uthe)s aq [im SUMO],

-gSAIIUY JLIOUI ST PUIISAT

0} 910A oW} JO pres 8y ,'ouop aIe

s3uTy) 9SO} WAYM JUSS ofessot B M
a1at g “Aeuow.noqe 100 S,

dmﬁmﬁmﬁ auMOY,

:ozmcm_m& 10} :omme ) jo z,__%c .mz;O._.

: *SI0}0B) JOTI0 YHM OD

0} ‘SurpAre J1 ‘oY peY pue Aeuow

oty moge Aduns sem eAOUI T pres
Mg [Yd TeunooEs ‘I8ASMOH

« Kyrunurned s 0} aaed pue Sur

 spom-prey B sem o, Aepimges
uo ﬁumﬁwuﬁﬂoﬂﬂm meSo..H mgoq, X

o1 bomma@ pres. .%mv ﬁwm ¥ S,

euRUEq, SO ?wop A JO SIOQUIST
19710 93 mgmaomsﬂo 0 JaquIaul

- Juaxmd ﬁQm ﬁmﬁﬁmﬁo ueunosss

ysed © pa] JeT} JUSTRA) ST} SBM I

- -pste1 ag} JO aoEom oW
o) pusal 0} -y Pejoa pue pouaa
098] PIBOY Y} 95LIIOU SwiAtjo
4500 Tenba te 0} PSRRI SeM 8Y PUNOY
for) UaYM ‘I0)ET] ‘SSEALOU] JLIS JUAD
-Jad-g © wiyy JueI3 O} POj0A TAUNDAAS

~ | obed woi E:ES_Q <

T aws
uo mqpmma ESB mﬁ mEBo:E .spesy

PI00UOYD) STY UIOL} SUIY SNTUILOD

seq armedap STy puiyeq Uoseal

' +ppoz u Ie8e
-UBI WMO} SB J8A0 Y00} PUE 6661
Ul 10j02JIp 90UBUI) S8 T8RS 10]
Supjiom uedaq 1s1yy AUMO],
-gumoy, pres ‘o1 Surkolus pue
uaIp[TyD AWt yiim swm Burpuads
Supoxe Alea 8q 0} Suod s
fyrumaoddo meu ® ST STYL,
‘sjane] Ard s$TOSTP JOU PIP SUMO],
‘sIMoY 10may [feje pue auoy o}

18500 aq [Im ao_ Mou By, "auoy

Farpnppur 10U ‘SYPIMm IMOY0L
0} 05 WOy aYMmATE SUDIOM
sem o[ PpejeINsd UMO],
‘pres
ay ‘op| jo Ayenb jnoge s3y,
‘apdurts a10w
yonW ST WOSeaI 9y} Pres aumoy,

- ‘reak 158] asealdul jusu e IBA0

paypil Sureq 0} OUNDA[ES JO PIBOY
a1 uo uonsodwod By Ul YIS
v 0} fed ur aseAIOU] UR WO UT

a1 ynogqe uopemosds S[IYM
"SSOUISTI PHE Saoueuy
a0s19A0 pue Juapiseld 8o1a s Aued
“UIoD BT 58 J0A0 83} [[LM AUMOY,
11 YOIRIA U0 SUOHOS[8 a1} 81033¢
SYP9M 931y} INOQE PByoesl
sem JosH juewsalSe oY) pue
JQUISAON 1SB] 8DMS 8AOUL AR
Suneidweuod useq Sey AUMOl,
‘6T yoTey uo Suhasy UMOl
wales Al 8 palealsp A[[ERYI0

SEM 8000U ST S[IYM BIPSIsN

30 DUy 580IN053Y AL M

qol 1o1pes-ejeand 8 10§ 8110 STY

aae[ M oumo], jyof edeuriy
umo], wereg ‘1 4n{ uo

IOWIPY SMAN

zapceq ouy &g

'c961 8ouls
siabeuel UMO}

61 PEY SBY WIES *

se uSISal [[,9Y SAes dUMQ,

Rlcce /i N4 Q\QN\M



e

revives talk
of easing jams

® Last week, the town of Salem bought 2 S. Broad-

way for $325,000. It’s like]
section widening, '

By James A. Kimble
Staff Writer

‘SALEM — At Friday afternoon
rush hour, the backup at the inter-
section of South Broadway and
Main Street stretches a half-mile
to the west, where drivers find
themselves staring at the Figk
School or at the street sign for Sul-
livan Avenuye,

The backup is Jjust as long for
drivers coming from the east,
north or south,

For nearly a decade, state and
town officials have been dis-
cussing widening of the intersec-
tion to ease the Jam-up, but the
talks had sort of faded into the
background.

But last week, the town of Salem
bought 2 8. Broadway — a bujlg-
ing that houses g tattoo shop and
dart supply store — for $325,000,

breathing some new life into the
talks

The building is likely to be
razed to make way for a wider
intersection, but town officials
said yesterday lengthy talks
among the state, selectmen and

W“‘“bunuog P T P - )
- P JATITON they r‘nngngv;“ 1ana ve E’g“', .

y to be torn down for inter-

| BREAKING THE JAM

*| Salem has purchased the building
'3t 2 S, Broadway, which will

| Probably be torn down to widen
| the congested Intersection,

Fran Landry/Stafy gra;)hic

abutters are likely to happen first.

And two other prajects in the
works, the redevelopment of near.
by Rockingham Park and pro-
posed widening of Interstate 93,
are sure to factor into those talks
in the months ahead, officials said,

Please see SALEM, Page 2
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room addition

. people want
1 have to pay
lable costs off
dd.
disappointed

vided under the new superinten-
dent next year are not deemed
adequate.

Choosing a moderator, clerk,
treasurer and one school board
member will take place on May
13 at the town office building.

By ADRIAN ZUPP
Union Leader Correspondent

A trio of researchers in the Uni-
versity of New Hampshire’s Cen-
ter for Coastal and Ocean
Mapping (C-COM) have found
themselves on the brink of a new
frontier — literally.

Sea convention to expand its ju-
risdiction on the sea floor beyond
the recognized 200-mile limit of
its Exclusive Economic Zone.
The United States has yet to rati-
fy the Law of the Sea treaty but
the federal government’s support
of C-COM’s work indicates that

that is likelv.to r-hahge

origumait rt
continenta
can be vi

WWW.CCOT.
dex.htm.
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we hope t
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ate-of-the-art,”
1 the develop-
start construc-
ng. The goal is
open for busi-
time when the
sy, he said.

ns include a
it would con-
ive to Derry
s could enter

the cinema complex from Ash-
leigh Drive or from the Derry
Meadows strip mall.

About 515 parking spaces are
being proposed, or about one
parking stall for every four the-
ater seats. Engineers for the proj-
ect are MHF Design Consultants,

“I believe the community will
really welcome this, “Sioras said,
explaining the cinema could im-
prove business for local restau-
rant owners since patrons often
like to eat dinner before going to
the movies. ;
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Professor Larry Mayer, re-
search scientist Martin Jakobs-
son and adjunct professor Andy
Armstrong are leading a project
to conduct extensive multi-sonar
mapping of the continental shelf
off both coasts of the United
States, a project that could even-
tually help reap $1.3 trillion in re-
sources, according to a report by
the United Nations’ International
Seabed Authority.

“We are very confident that we
can expand the limits of our con-
tinental shelf,” said Professor
Mayer, who is co-director of C-
COM.

The goal of the project is to

TOWNE

ettt ey CHa,

“Once a nation does sign it,
they need to present mapping
evidence to the relevant U.N,
commission that will help define
their claim,” explained Mayer.

The project will be funded with
a $3.2 million appropriation se-
cured by Senator Judd Gregg (R-
NH) and recently approved by
Congress, Gregg, who is chair of
the appropriations committee
that oversees the National Ocean-
ic and Atmospheric Administra-

~tion (NOAA), has played a leading

role in the development of C-
COM and its work.

Making sea floor maps and
“displaying them in new ways” is

{Continued From Page B1)

in ours.”

Holland said he also had mixed
emotions about Towne’s perform-
ance since he became town man-
ager and said he has been
advocating the need for a second
town manager.

“T've been working on that now
for two years with the Budget
Comumittee,” Holland said. “I've
been trying to convince them that
we need another town manager
in addition to the one we already
have. There’s just too much work.
We could pay someone $100,000
to do the job, but the bottom line
is there are only so many hours in
the day.

Holland said 1f Salem had two
town managers, one could focus
on the administrative parts of the
job and the other could focus on

FIRE

personnel and other issues. '

He said the two could work to-
gether and act as each other’s
back-up.

“That way we would not be
burning through our town man-
agers,” Holland said.

The town manager’s salary is
about $88,000, Holland said.

Towne has been popular with
residents since he took over as
town manager for David Owen
who kept the job only for a year.

About a year ago, residents
with picket signs reading “Save
our Towne” marched around at
town hall when Towne was criti-
cized by other town officials who
thought he leaked the name of
the candidate chosen as the new
police chief.
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nies and porches.

Garrity said no official cause of
the blaze has been determined
yet. Fire officials would likely
know more today, he said.

Carol and Tom Levasseur
worked to get orange snow fenc-
ing around the entire site yester-
day afternoon. Water poured out
from the pile and ran down Wii-
son Street. The smell of burned
wood and soot was thick in the air
and the roads were covered with
a grayish-black goo..

Carol Levasseur, who said the
building was owned by a group

called 169 Wilson Street Associa-
tion Inc., said she heard about the
blaze at about 4:30 p.m. and ar-
rived in time to see the collapse.

“When the building dropped, I
just couldn’t believe it,” Carol Le-
vasseur said.

Officials and parishioners at
the St. Anthony church on Bel-
mont Street opened their doors to
fire victim families last night,
according to the Levasseurs and
other onlookers at the scene yes-
terday.

And Red Cross workers in
Manchester sprang into action
Saturday, contacting eight of the

nine famili
with place:
food.

Phil St.
gency serv
said his ay
the familie
issued vou
food.

“We'll g
services as
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we're still
these peor
services an
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TRACK: Future look of town is at stake in vote

» Continued from page 1

the new regulations were unfair, restric-
tive and bad for the future of the track.

Callahan added the language of
the amendment, which makes the
planning board the ultimate authority
for any changes within the park, is an
example of government overstepping
its bounds and not leaving the park’s
owner with anywhere to appeal deci-
sions.

Both Salem Planning Director

Ross Moldoff and Planning Board
Chairman Mike Lyons said the
changes were designed to protect the
town’s interest and, by using one
board to make decisions rather than
several, the park's redevelopment
could go more smoothly and with less
cost. ‘ .

- “Clearly what the planning board

did not want to see was the big boxing

of the parcel,” said Lyons. Big boxing
refers to allowing “big box” stores,
akin to Home Depot or Best Buy, to
develop on a parcel.

Moldoff said if the measure
passed at the March 15 town meeting,
Callahan would have the ability to
appeal any planning board decision
to one of the state’s higher courts.

¥ the measure fails, the park will

proceed as any other business looking

to develop land within Salem’s borders.

The size of the parcel and its prox-
imity to the center of Salem has made
it a key location both for the town's
vision of itself in the future and for
future business development.

Lyons said he would have fought
the measure, as Rockingham Ventures
is, if he was in their place. But as a plan-
uning hoard member he was duty bound
to see to the town's best interest.

He said the town has had little inter-
est in changing the park’s zoning over
the past 15 years.

But with the announcement the
track was possibly closing operations
and changing the focus from racing to
retail it was time to make some changes.

Moldoff said the zoning addition
has six separate clauses serving to
harmonize development at the park
with the town’s vision of itself as

defined by the master plan adopted in
2001.

The first suggests the park should
have an overall development plan in
place before making any changes,
rather than coming before the board
with piecemeal alterations to the
land. The town also suggested the

park gear its development towards a -

“downtown” atmosphere with a mix
of residential and smaller businesses
and a pedestrian friendly layout..

Moldoff stressed the language,
unlike most zoning regulations, used
“shoulds” rather than “wills” giving
the park more flexibility.

“One could argue it's not strong
enough,” said Moldoff of Article 2.

Callahan’s, and the park’s, dis-
agreement lies with the need for an
overall plan and the idea of creating
that downtown area. ;

The need for an overall plan
would tie their hands and keep the
park from making rapid changes if
need be, said Callahan. He used the
example of video lottery.

If passed by the state Legislature, the
track would need to make fast changes
to the park to take advantage of the new
laws. The changes could generate $100
million for the state and $5 million for
the town. :

“We'd have to move as.quickly as
possible to get it approved,” said
Callahan adding the need to have a
master plan in place could slow the
process and lead to lost revenue.

Moldoff said he didn't believe
the park would need a master plan
to make those changes as that part
of the regulation pertained to
adding buildings to the existing
stock.

Callahan also questioned the need
for the park to create a downtown for
Salem.

“I don't know what a downtown s, it
isn't spelled out in the language,” he said.

The park’s general manager also
railed against Rockingham Park
being singled out for additional
restrictions. ,

“This could end up preventing
great things from happening with the
property,” said Callahan.

]

3/ 5/@ 2

Zoning

may be
key to
future

» Track’s general
manager says proposal
could prevent ‘great
things in the future.’

By Eric Baxter
News Editor ‘

Planning board members and
Rockingham Park officials began hash-
‘ing out how the
‘track’s  170-acre
redevelopment
‘would fit into

. Salem as a whole

(jﬁ%/ shortly after Rock-

ingham

announced  its

intention to close racing after two sea-

sons and convert the parcel to business
and residential use. -

After several months of work,
planning board members finalized a
zoning regulation addition to the
park’s land that they said they felt
would benefit the town and the track.
Rockingham Ventures Inc., the track’s
owner, disagreed. Ed Callahan, vice
president and general manager, said

Please see TRACK page 20

Salem 4



_.Ie No On Article 2 + Vote No On Article 2 + Vote

Vote No On Article 2 « Vote No On Article 2 ¢

Political Ad

irticle 2 »

No Ol

S
(]
emn 0'|'III I'|'I¢ e ]
0o [
. : >
v JUSE Sagy NO! E
m Park is worki y )
Msser ian detailing the t"?ﬁf&‘zfé?e ’ 5
» nt of tha
\ future :;evclopme & s "o ’ﬂnnnfn 0 the advigg g
, proper with input ' o of Seleciy g
} ing prepared & 0s €N who z
st "”ilﬁbfff,ﬁ&s and with ﬁ:mu \ y th?"ﬂr Oppose 9
" fr()m:i(c:ranon towards enhancing Limiting exciting amendment, S
S
$ ggl‘;m 's Jandscape. development opportunities Seriously jeopardizing >
s is P‘“’ate for one of Salem’s most : =
sly, since thi ety i any possibility oi Video A
‘K obv:::'yu certain practical C?Iﬁlcally valuable properiies. Gaming at the Track. 0.
rope ' de to realis N
‘ ust be ma ment X
e W | e i, B
ﬁ z Plan, when complet inbergn e 1S restriction 10 in the state. 3
This Master ed to Town officials for o 0t right tg powhere eise %
will be present action and further input. amemnﬁam Erodj °
their review, re Track ownership has 4 Process, eg :u;mmmu al o
d tlonr on i . ts 2
grei?iylcomm‘“ed e da\lr?\‘:rclt:t is A “well-intended” but &mamag l n-'::?:,“ >
{  tochange the zoning ! if an potentially damaging regulatiop, i
‘ precedent for future, D
7 A ands the Planning private development A zoning amﬂ“"‘““':‘ »
¢ Article 2 SXPOT hority and can in Salem. which is unreasonable,
advetsel effect Ulmmmgm contro| “doesn'l make “ns‘
ibilities. of private
£ and possi roperty Prope
it denies the P " beyond thay whig c""‘ﬂntraﬁng too
Additionally, ht to an h is much
) or the inherent rig k Uired by fa, autthority j naﬂﬂﬂﬂ
[ Sppropriate appeal pmcess Adversely Town boarg
Article 2 fur rding the among Sy Power
N onable precedcnt regd e = Governj, bodies.
7 (flufjtrlc development of gt e T
i PslA 138
. prOPe“”ff'fim_,,.._ —

No On Article 2 » Vote No On Article 2 + Vote

Voting No...
is the RIGHT thing to do!

* Vote No On Article 2 « Vote No On Article 2 + Vote No On Article

Sragr Tt g oy perare®

No On Article 2

* Vote No On Article 2

Sugres

Eowars M Calatan
v Timotny Lane e Lo rwond Resd

Samem, NH

* Vote No On Article 2 -

Fracal Apant
Geage | Khoury

Saiern. NH

¢« T P4y ug opn OA - T 224y uQ oN DJOA o

efes

Gl (MW



-,

. ‘BAIS
Aoy uonemdod o1 Jo usdasd 0g
J0} W Jsuodssl JNUML-INo} 8
MOTTB PINOM 1B{]) HOTEIS MAU TI6Y)
Buruuerd 10J piepuels [wuoyeU
B 9§ SjuBA Jusuntedsp oIy 9yy,
‘pappe ssureq ,‘uonels ano ind
2 aleym uo pusdap Lew s A
uo nd s1 18gM uo Burpuada(,,
‘pres satIByg ‘OUI00
0] SJB3A S} Ur{UCTEIS BT Wofes
yiaoN s dopahsp 0y suerd juswa
-u1edap aIy ot M0y 103178 18UM
-swmos Tia supddey Jaaaieym
‘Pres saured ,,‘sjuounreds
3usnoy 0 m 3Uisnoy owos
Bunyes mbmwﬁn ‘Ireyaa xoq 319

Bunyre) 91,4311, 918U} J5A0 OD 0)
Buyured o1 A9 18yM papioap 10U
oary £oyl, 'siodoisasp wreydur
~§00Y M SBURosW M8Y v A[U0 0}
u393q $8Y Jeis Juounredsp oy oy
pres soured MUY JoIqD aIL
‘sRuneow sy} 03 08 ULUNIATAS
ou jng ‘ffom se sBunsow oYyl uo
ul 318 1o9S Mg 1030211 juewdo
-TPAB( AJFUMUNLIO;) pUB JOPIo
epIBg 4oupoy 10301
S}I0M O1Qnd 10 juswireda(
aonjod ‘usunteded ang ogi wogy
SU0aWos SuLIq [[IM SUMO], PUY

_'auMo], 0} SuUTpIoooR ‘SINEIMEU0D

om} J0 auo sBupq Afensn ‘yuatndo

-[9AD(] UISISYY JOY EmE@Smva

".JO J0304IP ‘10USSIN pBIUCY

"J7EIS UMO) 3TM 130U YorTooel

8} ULIOJSUBI} 0} SISUMO SWIEY .

-Bupjooy 4q paay Ly S “SSE
‘pIoRSaM JO ‘DT Iuswdo[aAe
uId}se 0 s3ATIBIUSISaIdoI
‘gy3oM 9o} K1049 A[ydnoy
‘usAouo( med Jomy) aatjod
p1es ,'sanlAtas Jo AISATIOP o3
U0 9ABY UBD I 10BAW J9491BYM
- 108pnq ‘Yamodusw s 1 JIoYIOYM
~— SPTIOJINO JUBIAIFIP [BISASE JO
Quo Auw J0J Apead aq 0] 8T (SUMO])
Bor wogy 108 om ncuoohv 4L,
‘BUMO],
0} Buipaooow ‘aBiowe sueld
su JuawdoTaAsp JYI0 uo ueyl

* e e e’

ANO 395Vd

"

T9JJ0 IOUI FOTAPE [RUOISSSJ0Id J10)
01 Pa00[ 3q [[Ix4 jJB16 UMO) aTayMm
10foad @ og [[is Juswdo[aaspal
.x.am wreyBuniooy ‘AI03STY UMO}
a1 s309foad juetndorsasp isadre]
9Y) jo 2uo Buleq wIoaJ pIsSY
F007 Ul Spus 3urora 9ou0 ‘9081d
§,Y08.113081 BU) §3Y8] IAdIBYM
JO — onusasa xe} [suusjod sy
pue — Aniqeigoad sy | pros
31 18y} Burdizom ‘yred oy Sur
-u0zaJ surede SurAqqo] Usaq sAry
uaunoa[as MY 92Ul Jo om] Ing
‘puel JO
190aed omuﬂ g yons oo psddoap
Suieq — soa01s adhi-jodeq
swol pue -319818] ‘-LIRW-TeM
— juswdoreasp Xoq 819, Asme
-0 JO OLIBUSDS 9580-1SI0M B WIoQ)
umo} 91} 10e101d prnom seduvys
Buruoz sy} Aes sisyroddng
-ued Juswdo[PAap
Je)seu ® Jo ;sacadde Joy juoyine
2]08 9ABY pInom paeog Jutuuwld
ay} 18Y) s218TNdNS S1ONIR SYY,
‘uM0IIMOp Ajpusnj-uBLnssped B
ajralo 03 JustudoyPAdp [eHUSPISaT
pu® Trelal ‘S0yJ0 ‘JULUIRLIUS
‘SJURINE}SST ‘ST9I0Y JO SINIXTW
v Mmofe 03 Bupuoz 1aye 03 adoy
sIaquisll preoy Suruusd SUWIOS
‘a1onae pasodoad a1} Ispup
- ‘uonoe Suyuozad o1 ‘7 sonaE
O 23)0A OU 8 BUTdIn umo) punoie
pajsod uasq aary suds aB1e]

‘ssed 0} 2apdo Uy Aypofsw
SpIIYI-0M) B AQ paaoadde aq Jsnux
1 SUBSW YOIGM ‘uonor o1 IsuTede
uopinad 189301d B paTy ARy S19
-umo oy} fuedoad sxve-g/1 au3
QUOZA1 0) JO[[BY LAO) §SaM IXU
uo soBIR JUBLIEM B Sunydy st
qaed weysun{ooy ‘SIIYMURIN

‘Pres
sumol, 194 uvid 8 sAey 1,U0p
nod usys sq 03 #urod aze syoedurr
911 Ieym mowy 0} yBdnoy 8,31,
‘syusunyedap Jeys uodn paoeid oq
0} SuI0B 28 SPURIISD MU JeUM
JI9pUOM 0] SNUNUOD STBIOYI0 UMO)
‘puey ui suejd pr{os INOYIIM

~1opeBoy Sunpowos ind
aM 9J0Joq SYIUOWT M3 B 9 (IS
TIi 31, 'pTes UBYe[E) ,'awayos
210yM 973 JO SOIWIOUDDY SY) U0
Sunjiom sxam “Buted 81 Awouodd
oI Avm oY) pue (BaIR 34 UD) 8310
-UBORA OLJO SBAUISNQ JO JUNOWR
SU3 INOQR WIADUOD B §,8I0UL,,
‘pres 8y ‘Aes topun aqe yied gl e
NJIOM PINOM SSSN JIYI0 pue [1B1al
JO UONBUIQIOD JBYM UO SIIPpN3s
18jIeUI pUY ‘prBS 3Y ‘Apnis ogyen
B U0 Buplrom 3J8 SI9suiBus pue
&11adoad a3 uo suop sBuutoq 31d
1591 PRY 94 ‘azaall syl 310J3g, .
© uepissad v
pue Ja8eusw [elousd s, weydul
-¥00y ‘uRyelE) PY pres ‘Aedead
muo?oﬁ Syred ay3 U SUOpP UG

sBy oM 3318 Areurunjaad AuQ
WSy 1Y prios syong mord
23U} 9snEBI9q A SI3UN0Y HFen
o nd 3ued A9y "usmo0] Ul 218
SB3TR t13]qoad Ino J8yM JO Bap] Ue
108 01 juea foyyy, aunieu uy Areu
-ripead AxsA oae mou sBunsow
YL, ‘JJOPIOI S50 J0308II(J JuTH
-UB]{ WRAIRG pres ,‘JIsununs Apes
Aq suerd Sunwqgns oq-Ajqeqoad
11434} pres Aoyy, '[[e 1® [{e13p
Aur ojuy uanod jou saeY 9M,,
‘prBs SUMOJ, ‘HFO0Z Ul SpUD
BuroBl 90U0 POULIOISUL] o4 JYSTu
oD 9810y M0Y ISh{ STRIOYI0 UMO)
01 P8INAID 1 UBARY §3A1IRIUDS
-axday s,y Juswidoigasp SYJ,
‘oumo], Laxgar
Jag@euspy umo], pres ‘stesodoad Jus
~1o1np Bunussaad ueyl Jaiel —
2IMonNsBIuT oBeureIp pue JojBm
‘usunaedsp sonod ‘jusunredsp
311y 9y) uo — sioeduil jnoge
Alisow ¥s¥ 513d01949D YL
"Buisnoy pue sovds
a21330 ‘S230)8-T1B3IAI pIOY Pinod
181} Juswdo{sA9p 9SN-PIXIW B
o Aedoad yoeaisoel yaed wey
-Fuppooy Bundsnas sy prmgad
01 sdeam [oaeasad Aoyl 88 Jyuls
umo} Yim Bupeawn uaaq Apsmb
aaryq sysdoyeasq — WHAIVS

U ffns
Squuny "y s;i 4y

ared oyp ur s ued Suruoz yred Weysuroy

_-

Wwoud

aunqul-aBug a4l £00T ‘9 YoIrW 3@5 b



8 28vg fm.._d‘m 205 asva)d

uoawﬁmfom 4£q 9oofoud Joyyomy
o I'sTeaA 0M4] 1XaU oY) U
UMO) 03 FJUSPISaT MOU Jo Spapuny
Buriq T[im 183 preog Suruuelq
o) Aq peassed Apusosa syosload
Bursno Rmom.om.uﬁ 93J1[} U0 ST

?%Eﬁb_ﬁhmsfz
T ey Auuey-oBus syun 9| w

BT 9IN0Y UO Ll Jeau xond
s -wesueunedy suun Z) | m

“BPIO PR GG SIOIUIS JOf
24035 39l | puiyeq peoy ynD

tou.....-.iﬁ.o.vcouaﬂswn LI

rz, 9PIO P GG SI0URS |
0} AEM S 393M Ajes Jjo smw
-aede 9s-uopes un Zp) @ -

*j001qMopeIN 38 QNI eﬂ paypen
.onEoo 9TAI8- gopyes oyl

b Euonﬁn umbm.EoE
-ﬁm% 9Al JO JNOJ JO-UNI B Uads

J9A9U 3AIM,, ‘FJOPIOI, SSOY 10}

-ooha mﬁaﬂm& Soﬁm pres ooty

u9aq 9A,] 8azok (7. Y1 ur STy

oI quﬁqm U395 IRAAU 9A B M,
‘sxeok U031 UL SU0SLas

.ﬂoﬁogmds uw0~m=n— 213 .uo auo OHS

speay WaeS se SYeom Buruiod agy
Ul 3J0W pJeay 294G JTIM Spunos jo

puny asoyy, J[mq Buteq e sjuw
-Jaede QTAI8-UspIed 7H1 otoym
‘Aep) s10omg AJjes 330 9us uon

~-ONOSUOD B WOd) SeM OSIOU Y, - -
- “%o[dwoo; mSmBE Moue Joy Aem |
- Bunfew ‘[ley uMo], purgeq 593
‘umop Burzzngq Smesureyd pue Sut
_-158]q JO Spunos a1 pIeay %mu.am
sIojyIom Umo} ‘Juizealy oaoqe

8un303.03 350[ UsAS SBA 91N}

..Eog&& uﬁ ﬁc«mm Emé S

- ffms

o_nE.,v_ v soure[ Ag ;

101091Ip

Buruuerd s, weles ‘Yopjoy ssoy pres 9197 U39q 4]
STeak ()7 9U3 UI ST 2] SuriAue Ua9s 1oA3U 24,90,

Wwajes sy

oo se 10i

£0/4

, aﬁoz ui vmwono.a Bureq 399foad

JUITIIOD J0J POYORaI 94 JUPNCo
SPLIGON Yorp I13d0[PAS(] "SOpPUOD
93 103 3q TTIm 90Lid Sunise 913 1eyM
UMONUN ST Ing "Iuow © (09‘1$

| PUE 003*T$ Us9MI9q SWI00IPaq-0m)

pue ‘puow © Sz I$ INoqe Joj po

-JUSI 9ARY PNOM SUWI00IPAQ-U()
pres

uepJof ‘Wel SUnual jo peasut

- | SWHMINIOPUOD SB JJO S)un [[as’ 0]

Bu103 Mou aIe “SSE]N ‘PIONISOM JO
yuowdoraad(] suowrao)) ‘xarduiod
yun-z41 .o Jo siedoassp. puy
‘9Jed JoyIel
au3 Jo eoxad 08 e | ‘S[qepioye,,
S pajeusisap Suidq aJde sjun
LT PUY "000°67T$ Punote aq (s
SWOOIPaq-0m] 95.Te] AYM 000°6LT$
noqe 10y plos oq [fim 30afoad uoiSu
-SUa] 9y 10§ S1HUN WO0IPaqg-aUQ
"pres JOIUNE ,,[ey Surgosaios
B 0} 9WI00,, SBY ‘SI0W 10 (0('008%
3e paoud ‘sswuoy pus-ysry Suipyng
‘SSQUISN{ M3U JeY) [[& J0] 19X
‘uoydwreH

ut

BUISNOY JOTUGS J9A0-PUR-CC JaTIoue
pue. .aasm&cw ul ugpring T
pro ue wgsanﬁon xo[duros juow

“urede ue uojSumiie] ur xorduwos’
SuIsnoy paImoBmURYI B Apmaag.

P10 ue 3ursn s Jeyl YIRowsyIog
yuswdofosap juswiiede
Ue SU[20810A0 OSTR ST ¥OIURUNL]
wefeg ywiou oy 10afoxd
ayy 3udojeasp §1 YoM ‘vojsog
ul sIomed 14D Yim 1pdojeasp
[B00] B “YOTUrUny py pres .‘son
-TUNWTIod SUIsnoy-palmoenuety
ST U1 3s91snq W] Juswdes oy,
“SauIoY
ing-9ad 10 syoafoad wnrupy
-0puoo Ul Pajsalalul sIaAng auwioy
aapoadsoad dasy 01 psnunuoo aawy
$9JBJ 1SaT0JUT-MO] Ars s1adoaAd(]
"PIIOU BUMO], “$((T UT SpUs
Yorx 9t e BuroRl 8810y S0UO Yred
weySun{ooy 18 padopasp oq Lew
JoAgdjeyMm 0] uonIppe ul poySrom
3q s s3oafoad asaiy e puy
«'9p1A0d 01 9[qe 3G
0] U103 218 9M S[9AS] SOIAISS JeYM
pue £ouednado [puonippe SuLg
181 s100foad oy T1e 18 Hoo[ A[uTelia
M, "SO0IAISS UMO] uer] 1oedwl
Jo81e] € I9)NSs AvLU IOLOSIP [00YDS

' 3} 59A9Y[2G OUM ‘DUMO], PIBS 11

B 8)Inb 1 IN0ge pox[el 94,9M,,
“wares ojul Sunuod syaford AU Jo
J2quIny 943 JO SIRME Uaq 5,81 pIes
JUMO]T, AoajJop JoBrUBI UMO],
-asuodsal Jusuntedap a1y

pue 3acm SB YONS S$30[AI3S UMO} U0
QAR Ezcu 3 pedun JEyM BuLio)

U0 JNOGE STLISIUOS SWOS JOPIOW

pasneo sey wofoad Jo xnpgur Yy,
‘SUIIR,] SUOISASID) JeaU 15aNS

UIBIA JJO ‘SI0TUSS J10j SAWO Aqurey

-31BUlS 97 J0J QU0 JAYIOUR pUY ‘Aem
-§Ted TeLIOWSIY S,URIslop Jo xoid

. ~tieo jueuntedr Jun-gG7 A[ojewl
- ~mxoadde ue Joy ueyd remydaouo) e

MES ANU0aI preog Sumue]d 9L,
pres

- HOPIOW ‘umop Bummors aq 03 xeadde

1.uaop s109foad srow uaas 3uy,
-pImq noqe saLnnbut ‘AtIouo92 9y}
0GR swIeound duroduo oydse(y
"Pres JJOpIoj ‘08 a3 Apeas
a1,A9y3 s1 Surpuejsiapun AW,
Jrusd
Burpring ' pasmbor A[juasad sIo
.mcﬁgn 8unou ‘gz 910y 1o warey
YUION Ul LBIN-TEM 0 19U Xo[duwioo
Eoﬁﬁmam nun-z 11 B Uo uidaq uoos
0} YJom §103dx9 9y pres JOPIOW
,muUQﬁ
-01d Y30q pauB[sap YoTym ‘WSfes Ut
LIy BuLIsaurdns URIOW "1, 91 JO
Juspisaud 3014 ‘UepIOL piAR(] pres
« T0s doy sy go Bunmopo pue ‘Bur
~IE91D 930 WM 100 LIeIS [1OM,,
“IUOWI ST J3Je]
awmeLIos UIdaq 0} pa1oadxs ST uon
-OILGSUO)) "a101s 198Ie ], oyl pumjaq
peoy Jni) Jo peol opis e o) Sutids
ST{] SIOTUSS JOJ SWNIUMLOPUOD
88 SurBuLIq ST ‘AL18pUOPUOT JO ITT

[ a8vq wioaf panuruo)



Continued from Page 1

amendment simply provides addi-
tional restrictions to the proper-
ty,” he said. “There is a consider-
able amount of other property on
Route 28 that is zoned (the same
way). We don’t feel it's appropri-

Callahan said from the begir
ning he was opposed to the chang
because he didn’t know what th
park’s development team, Easter
Development of Woburn, Mass
would propose for the park. “]

B Rockingham Park  =/-,;.
7/1,,, 15’0.(4/&'

Track’s petition
raises ante
for zoning vote

By Mike Sullivan
Staff Writer

SALEM -~ The ownership of Rockingham Park
has filed an official protest petition against the zon-
ing changes for the 170-acre property proposed in a
warrant article that will go to town voters in March.

The legal move effectively raises the bar for
approval of the changes. A two-thirds vote, instead of
a simple majority, is required for approval of zoning
changes if a protest petition is filed.

Track General Manager and Vice President Ed
Callahan said yesterday he expects signs urging a
20" vote on Article 2 at the polls on March 11 will

“&”allahan said there were many reasons for filing

the petition.

“No. 1, the property is already zoned, and the
N Please see TRACK, Page 6

B

ate.”

The park is currently zoned as
“commercial-industrial,” which
allows for a variety of retail, office
and industrial uses.

Under the proposed article,
some Planning Board members
hope to alter the zoning to allow a
mixture of hotels, restaurants,
entertainment, office, retail and
residential development to create
a pedestrian-friendly downtown
area. The article also stipulates
that the Planning Board would
have sole authority for approval of
a master development plan.

.Supporters say the zoning
changes would protect the town
from a worst-case scenaric of run-
away “big box” development —
Wal-Mart, Target and Home
Depot-type stores -— being
dropped onto such a large parcel
of land.

But two of the five selectmen
have been lobbying against rezon-
ing the park, worrying that it
could limit the profitability — and
the potential tax revenue — of
whatever takes the racetrack’s
place once racing ends in 2004.

Selectman Everett McBride,
who has been opposed to rezoning
the Rock, said the protest petition
comes as welcome news.

“I understand the Planning
Board’s concerns but I don’t agree
with them,” McBride said. “I don’t
want to limit the development at
the track. They’ve already com-
mitted a special election to change
the zoning once they’ve proposed
whatever they’re going to pro-
pose. It's the most valuable piece
of real estate in New England, and
it’s going to go from a gold mine to
a diamond mine for taxpayers.
(The track) is going from thou-
sands in taxes to millions in taxes.
1t's not like it’s a small company.”

McBride acknowledged the
Planning Board is going to have a
much tougher time getting its
petition passed because of the
supermajority requirement under
the protest petition. “It’s going to
be very difficult for it to pass, but
I know I'm going to be speaking
out against it anyway,” McBride
said.

concerns us because the amenc
ment would put too much powe

“in the hands of one board,” sai
Callahan, “and it would not pro
vide a proper appeal process i1
the event things were not agree:
to within that board.”

Salem Planning Director Ros;
Moldoff said from the town’.
standpoint, there is nothing new
report on the topic of Rockinghan
Park.

“We're in a holding pattern,” he
said. “It’s in the hands of the vot
ers.” -

Callahan hopes the voters look
carefully at the language adoptec

" in the article. He says it does not

provide any direction in the event
gaming were passed in New
Hampskhire.

If both gaming and the zoning
amendment were passed, Calla-
han is concerned both sides would
then have to go through the entire
process of establishing the proper
language and guidelines regard-
ing gaming and video lottery,
which is not currently in use.

“The language they adopted
does not allow for it. We know if
video lottery were approved by
the state of New Hampshire, we
would be able to generate about
$100 million for the state and $5
million for the town of Salem,”
Callahan said.

“It would not be appropriate to
have to delay that to a year or year
and a half.” he continued. “It’s not
in the best interest of Rockingham
Park, it’s not in the best interest of
New Hampshire, and it’s definite-
ly not in the best interests of the
people and community of Salem.”

Staff writer James A. Kimble
contributed to this report pre-
pared by Salem reporter Mike
Sullivan. If you have questions,
comments or material to add on
this subject, please feel free to
contact him by phone at (603) 8§93-
9555 during business hours,by
mail at 100 Turnpike St., North
Andover, MA 01845, or by e-mail
at msullivan@eagletribune.com.
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255 units
slated for

land off
Parkway

& The proposal is the lat-
est in a string of projects
that could bring up to 650
apartments to town with-
in a few years, according
to Planning Director Ross
Moldoft.

By James A. Kimble
Staff Writer

SALEM — The Planning Board
got its first glimpse of plans for a
new 255-unit apartment complex
last night, a first-of-its-kind com-
bination of senior housing and a
multi-family apartment building
set on 80 acres along Veterans
Parkway.

The proposal by Atkinson devel-
oper Steven Lewis is the latestina
string of projects that could bring
up to 650 new apartments to town
within the next couple of years,
according to Salem planning

A Malay boy stands ne>

director Ross Moldoff. d

Lewis’ project is set on 80 acres ﬁdha, or ﬂ"e:esﬁ\ﬂ:r d

kn as th d that i America, a speaker
oW e Lord property thatis and et

part of a prime wetland area, and
Moldoff said it would need
approval by the state Wetlands
Bureau before it can move for-

And the town Conservation
Commission already has recom-
mended against approval due 10
the proposed placement of an
access road.

“The commission is not opposed
to the concept of the project,” said
Conservation Commission mem-
ber George Jones. “It sounds like
a worthy enough project, our con-
cern is the route he wants to
take.”

Lewis has proposed locating the
access road near Freedom Drive
and Telfer Circle but Conserva-
tion Commission members are

Please see SALEM, Page 2
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Tomorrow: Mostly
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Horses brave the cold on one of the remaining large
town has turned its efforts to praserve large tracts of
andinnodangerofdevelopmem.severalmrwtmcts

¥

A g O L A L

S IR QAL

e 15

'//52%3
Pl o,

. 3 sl
Observer photo by Arthur Carvatho

farms in Salem. With land prices and demand rising, the
land before developers. While this famm is not being soid
have been snatched up the greenery lost to the town.

Salem’s future tied
to Rockingham Park,
wide open spaces

The polar opposite trends of
development and open space
preservation, embodied in Rock-
ingham Park and the town's open
space preservation efforts, have
become the crystal balls for deter-

mining Salem’s future.
While other factors,
by such as the national

ERIC economy and housing
BAXTER onds, will play 2 role
Wows EROr 5, Salem’s  future,
taken from a broad per-
spective those two key points repre-
sent the buttresses for the town's
economy and infrastructire.

The redevelopment of Rocking-
ham Park, officially announced in
October of last year, will become
the core of revitalizing the aging
stretch of Route 26 and will have an
overall effect on the town.

“Rockingham could reshape the
community hke the Mall did 10
years ago,” said Salem Planning
Director Ross Moldoff.

Eastern Planning, a Massachu-
setts-based redevelopment corpora-
tion, is currently under contract to
develop a master redevelopment
plan for the 170-acre parcel Most
plans, including Salem’s 2001 mas-
ter plan, snvision this area as &
mixed-use, pedestrian-friendly area
interspersed with businssses, light
commercial and industrial use and
residences.

The Park is currently struggling
with falling garabling revenues, and

the possibility of the state legalizing
video lottery has left much of the
redsvelopment planning in limbo.
Town planners would like to tie the
redeveloped Park into a town cen-
ter, linking it to businesses in the
Depot area. .

Selectman Everett McBride
agreed with Moldoff's assessment
of Rockingham's importance,
adding that it would most likely
spur other development in and
around town. However, he
Rockingham's transformation
would take a period of years, and
changes would be slow in coming
and possibly coincide with an
expected economic pickup.

Hand-ir-hand with  shift from
track to shopping and business is
the redevelopment of older busi-
passes along Ronte 28.

With about 1,200 existing busi-
pesses in Salem, aging properties
like Brothers [l Tattoc are being
replaced by flossier, newer bust-
pesses — in this case a tanning
salon. Delahunty’s Car Wash has
changed to Town Faire Tire.
Property prices along Route 28, and
n just about every corner of Salem,
have skyrocketad; older, seemingly
derelict properties are being sold
for reuse.

Whils high land prices are a sign
of economic heslth they have a
down side. )

“There is a tremendous pressure
to sell land,” safd Moldoff.

Even more precious than open
developed land is open undevel-
oped land. In the last 25 years the

amount of undeveloped land has

dwindled from more than 50 per-
cent. A recent open space preserva-
tion article will seek monsy allow-
ing the town to buy open lands and
preserve it for future geperations.

McBride stressed more open
space beautified the town and kept
pressures on essential services, like
schools, police and fire, from
increasing by controlling residential
and business development.

While open space will help
check out-ofcontrol growth, the
town would like more development
in the commercial sector to help
build a stronger tax base.
Rackingham Park will be a step in
that direction, but Salem still needs
to ture busi to the com }

ty.

Moldoff said while the town
progresses every year in many
ways, there are also some areds
where the town is stagpant.

Salem is facing increasing con-
cerns about water resources and
traffic problems. Another concern
is over the lack of affordable hous-
ing, but the desperate need for the
service sector workars who would
occupy affordable housing,

While the key indicators are
known, no one can say with any
assurance what the town will look
like in 16 or 20 years.
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Communities, state

tackling increasing traffic

[[ze/c 5

OLhoeu e

Highway widening, new bypass among plans

The growth of southern New
Hampehire has brought not only
more people to the region but more
sutomobiles, oo, And those vehi-

cles are straining the
by capacity of local high-

ways and roads to han-
HALEN g om,

Statt Wikker
Sy Butstate and Iocal

officials have plans to
expand road infrastructure and
improve traffic flow.

Chief among thase projocts is a
state plan to widen the 18-mile
stretch of Interstate 93 betwsen
Salem and Manchester from four
lanes (twe on each direction) fo six
or eight lanes.

The New Hampshire Depart-
ment of Transpartation says the
exira lanes are necessary because
the highway is at capacity, forcing
motorists to suffer traffic conges-
tion and delays.

‘The highway's maximum caped-
ty is between 80,000 and 70,000
vehicles, according to the DOT. But
saven years ago, according to the
department, the average daily num-
ber of vehicles traveling south of Exit
1in Salem was 100,000 and seg-
ments of the highway north of that
were carrying betwean 60,000 and
80,000 vehicies.

And the growth is expected to
continue. The DOT projects there
will be 140,000 vehicles traveling at
the state border by 2020,

Construction of the widening
project would begin in 2004 and
take six years to complete. Exits
would be revamped to improve
traffic flow and a 525-space parking
lot would be built near Exit 3 in
Windharn to support the commut-
ing public.

In connection with the widen-
ing project, Salem plans to con-
struct & $1.8-million Intelligent
Transportation System. The ITS
would synchronize traffic lights
along Route 28 to Improve vehicle
flow, use large highway message
boards to inform drivers about road
conditions and place cameras at
key intersections to monitor affic.
Half of the cost is being provided
by a fedaral grant.

As part of a separats project, the
DUT also plans o widen Route 111
to four lanes starting sast of the
rowta’s intersection with Wall Street
in Windham. :

And it plans to begin construc-
tion this year, and complste in
2006, & 3.2mile Route 111 by-pass
in Windham and Selem,

According to DOT project man-
ager Jeff Brillhart, the bypass would
veer off Route 111 east of the
Ruutes 111/111A interssction in
Windham and continue northeast,
intersecting Route 28 about & half
mile north of the current Route
111/28 intersection. The by-pass
would continue in a northeast
direction, rejoining Route 111 east
of Shadow Lake in Salem, Brilthart
said.

The by-pass would be four lanes
wide, two in each direction, axcept
for its stretch east of Route 28
where it would be two lanas wide,
Briflhart said.

Brillhart said the by-pass would
improve public safety for people

¢ who kive along the heavily traveled

Observer photo by Arthur Carvaiho

GrowﬂvhsmmarnNewHanpsiﬁahmsmymmshummepeop‘e
— and more vehices - to the area. Busy intersections, such as this one at
the corner of Route 28 and Hampshine Street in Salem, are not uncommon,

Range Road portion of Route 111
in Windham and Shadow Lake
Road in Salem.

According to Brilthant, there are
14,000 vehicles traveling daily on
Shadow Lake Road and 19,000
vehicles driving on Raute 111
between Route 28 aad 193 every

Without the proposed by-pass,
hae said, *It's gaing to gat tougher
and tougher to get through that
area”

Althongh 193 doss not cut
through Pelham, that town has
experionced growth i traffic
counts. One area of Pelham that
officials there are trying to control
isths town's center.

According to Selectman William
MeDevitt, 11,400 cars pass the
town's public safety building in the
center of town daily.

“That's an outrageous number,”
he said.

A Boston enginesring firm hired
by the town has proposed two solu-
tions: construction of a roundabout,

) 13,000 :
17,000

10,189

1812 °
. 19,000
58851 70263
42000 13,000
850 11,000

L2800 3700

Data provided by the
o Teapsporiation.

in which traffic from five streets
would feed into a circle, or
installing wraffic lights.

McDevitt said the town would
explore those options after the
town's March elections.

“It's high on our list to attend
,” he said. “It's something we defi-
nitely want to address

The consultant, who advised
seloctmen that the town was experi-
encing about a 2.5-percent anxual
growth in traffic, has warned offi-
cials that the town center would
“choke” if nothing was dons to alle-
viate the problens.

For the roundabout to work
most effectively, McDevitt said, the
town's public safety building,
which houses the police and fire
stations, would have to be removed.

That could be possible bacause
the police department is moving to
& pew municipal center being con-
structed at the former E.G.
Sherburne School and the town has
institubed impact fees for future fire

wstation space. 3
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DONATIONE Presentation fooréd” board
- Continued

ing up to code and improve preschool
programs.
"Someone had to step up to the The original Boys and Girls.. ]

late, had to preempt the giving Club wes built in 1965 to house
focess,” Beshara sajd. 700 members. Today, the

Though the bank's donation has  Geremonty Drive club’s member-
te a long way toward allowing the  ship hovers around 2,000 and it
kb to reach its fund-raising goal of employs a staff of 35. The club is
ore than $3 million, it has alse in use from early morning to about
rved, hopefully, to prime the dona-  10p.m.on weekdays and sees sim-
on pump. ilar use on the weekend.

The new club will retain the pool Recent statistics from the state
ol gym from the old building and Planning Office estimated the num-
& 3,000 square feot o the footprint.  Hor of teens between ages 15 and 19
second floor will add 9,300 square  would increase by 46 percent
et and house the proposed teen con-  between 1990 and 2010, A youth
+. If fund raising goes as planned,  profile conducted in March 1998 for
nstruction could begin as sarly a3 Rockingham County estimated a 10
ptember 2003. percent increase for children aged

Club board members are seeking 10 to 14 and a 63 percent increase
radditional $917,966 in the form of for 15- to 19-yearolds in the same

community development block time frame.
ant accassed through the town. The “For us, this was a beautiful state-
mey will be used to bring the build  ment,” said Morse of the donation.

Community Calendar

Business Network Inti 7:30 am. icenter

Families Cope 10:30 am.  Kelley Library
Sight Services 1pm. Kelley Library
Salem/Denry Elks Bingo 6:45 p.m. R'ham Park

FRIDAY. JANUARY 24
Rotary Club of Greater Salem  7:30 a.m. Holiday Inn

Washington Update 7:30 a.m. Franklin Pierce Coll.
Drop-in Story Hour 10:30 am.  Kelley Library
Overeaters Anonymous 5:30 p.m. Kelley Library
Salem/Methuen Rotary 12:15pm.  Red Tavem
Brownie Troop 2723 10 a.m. Kelfey Library
Kiwanis Bingo 6:45 p.m. R’ham Park
SUNDAY, JANUARY 26

Boys/Girls Club Bingo 6:30 p.m. R’ham Park

WONDAY, JANUARY 27
Salem Widows & Widowers 1:30 p.m. Kelley Library

Teen Center 2:30 p.m. Kelley Library
fwanis 6:30 p.m. Park Piace Lanes
Yoard of Selectmen Tpm. Town Hall
shicken Soup/Preteen Souf 4 p.m. Kelley Library
loy Scout Troop 267 6:30 p.m. Trumphant Cross
{of C Bingo 6:45 p.m. R’ham Park
Janning Board 7 p.m. Town Office
khool Board 7:30 p.m. SHS Media Ctr.
BVEDNESDAY, JANUARY 29
‘ifer ClrMillvilie Arms Lib. 9 aum, Community Blag.
alem Exchange Club 12:15p.m.  Holiday Inn
JHURSDAY, JANUARY 30
usiness Network Intl 7:30 a.m. icenter

" amilies Cope . 10:30am. Kelley Library
ialem/Derry Elks Bingo 6:45 p.m. R‘ham Park

v | A
Excava
E > i 3 H Keavailng & Laragmg

Septic Systems « Sewer HoOk-Ups etc. » Gravel » F#l » Loam » Sand

Station owner:
Article meant

~to protect water

Restricting trade was not the
intention of citizen petition arti-
" cles submitted by US Gas owner
Wayne Lucier, he said. Instead,
Lucier said, they
by ‘were aimed at pro-
ERC tecting the water

BAXTER resources in Salem.
Staff Writer The articles wers
eeeee  givenn the thumbs
down by planning

board members.

In an earlier interview, Salern
planning director Ross Moldoff
said planning board members falt
that the petition articles, while
properly submitted and following
town requirements, were pro-
posed by a person associated with
a gas station and were possibly
aimed more at reducing competi-
ton than protecting the town’s
water supply.

Lucier added that his move to
submit the articles was hasty and
he should have consulted with
planning board members before
filing the amendments.

“I have the utmost respect for
the Salem Planning Board, and
looking back, I should have
talked with them first,” said
Lucier.

When the idea for the petition
articles first came to Lucier, he

* epproached several other Salem
gas station owners. As the articles
moved closer to submission to the
town, the other owners gradually
pulled away until Lucier was the
only one, besides the required 25
citizens who signed the petition,
supporting the measures.

The first petition asked voters
to approve increasing the build
ing distance between stations
from 1,000 fest to 3,500 feet. The
second petition asked voters to
approve zoning prohibiting any
new gas stations from locating
within 1,320 feet of the surface
water protection area surround-
ing Canoble Lake and the
“Arlington Mill Reservoir” The
footage will be added to the exist-
ing surface water protection area
already i place.

-~ The submitted petitions’ stat-
ed goals were preserving and pro-
tecting drinking water within
Salem as well as reducing conta-
mination risks associated with
the gasoline additive MIBE.

Lucier said there were three
possible lots in town that would
be affected by the zoning
changes. Those three lots are
also the only three where sta-
tions may be built under current
zoning rules.

There are more than 15 gas
stations operating within Salem.
Existing stations will not be
affected by the new zoning if it

passes at town vote,

While planning board mem-
bers did not recommend the pas-
sage of the two citizen petition
articles, voters will determine the
ultimate fate of the articles at the
town ballot vote on March 11.

1 Way F 5 for Quick Service » 38 School St Salem, NH « B98- 2236
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Rockingham Park, planners |
spar over zoning proposal

Representatives of Rockingham
Ventures Inic. say they plan to file a
protest petition over amendments
to the park’s zoning before a vote

on the articles on

!E,¥QIC ~ March 11.
BAXTER Disagreement
 News Editor between Salem plan-

ning board members
, and Rockingham Park
sparked the protest petition, which
would increase the minimum num-
ber of votes needed to pass the
amendment from 51 percent to 66
percent.

The town and park disagreed
over how much say Salem would
have in guiding the Rock’s future
development.

In October 2002 Rockingham -

announced they would stop racing
in two seasons and change the
focus of the 170-acre parcel from
gambling to a mixed-use cocktail of
retail, commercial and residential

development. The decision meshed

well with the Salem’s vision of a
future town center district,
However, the two parties differed

on how much control the town
should have. Rockingham Park con-
tended the town’s proposed zoning
changes were too restrictive and
could hinder development.

“We believe the current zoning
is satisfactory,” said track general
manager Ed Callahan. “We see no
reason to move forward with new
zoning at this time.” 7

Proposed zoning changes put
the town in a key approval role for
any future development. Salem
planning director Ross Moldoff
said the goal of the zoning changes
was not to hinder development at
the park but to guide the plans to
better mesh with the town's vision
of town center district. The envi-
sioned district would be a pedestri-
anfriendly, mixed-use area with
the buildings and space adhering to
a specific style drawn from the.
park itself. The proposed zoning
would also guide changes outside
the park, weaving roads and traffic
together and controlling how the
site affects the swrrounding busi-
nesses and homes.
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» Selectmen plan to ask reSIdents to approve the

COIlS&l’V‘athH

SALEM — The town hopes to
buy about 13 acrés of property

T - owned by Salem Haven Nursing

Home and to implement a “fast

| track” procedure that would
- allow selectmen to expedite land

purchases for open space preser--

- vation instead of bringing the
issue to Town Meetmg every )
5 ,year

;dkcss" '

The Salem Haven land is locat-y

“ed behind the nursing home off -
- Germonty Drive and is assessed

at approximately $750,000, said.
Town Manager Jeffrey To'wne.,

Selectmen plan to ask resi-

‘dents to approve the land deal at
“Town Meeting in March, along |

with another $1 million to buy
other properhes for Iand conser- :

"vation.

Towne sald last mght there are :
no plans for the Salem Haven

" property but noted a long-term -

goal of selectmen is to purchase
property in the town center area
along Germonty Drive when it
becomes available. The town
center district is home to Town

* Hall and the town library.

Selectmen last ‘night unani-

-mously backed buying the Salem

Haven property but disagreed
over allocating the $1 million for

- land conservation.

Selectman Ronald Belanger
questioned whether the town
should be spending the money
during a tight economy, and

whether the purchase would take

3 land deal at Town Meeting in March, along W1th
o | ,anoﬂler $1 mﬂhon to buy more property for

v I taxable ‘Iand off th’e town tax
- rolls. e
“Thewaytheeconomylsgomg y

now, the state has to be tight with -
its money,” Belanger said. “The -
town should be tight with its

money. I don'’t like being in the

real estate business.” :
But the board approved the $1 .

rmlhon proposal by a 3-1 vote.
Towne gaid the $1 million fund

is something town officials have
talked about for years, but

haven’t put through as a propos
al until this year. .

Towne said abnut 79 percent -

of Salem’s land was considered
open space-in 1962, and that
number had fa.uen to abtmt 25
pércentin 2000,

Selectmen Chanman Richard

Gregory said the community has

_supported the idea of creanngq k

such a fund to conserveé land.

Gregoryalsosaxdhesupponed, .
fasgt-tracking land purchases
- noting some people may want to "
- dispose of their property faster
than Salem can respond if it has -
- to wait until the following March
for Town Meeting approval.

- - “If Mrs. Smith’s sonneedsthe

money to take care of Mrs.

Smith, then this would allow us
todothmgsmmosecas%, Gre-

gory said.

Voters would still have input
on such land purchases because
proposals would have public

hearings before the Planning

Board and Conservation Com-
mission, Gregory said.
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;. IUs just a questiori of what they're
ng todo.”

g also a question of how much
ngés would cost.

he commission vote comes nearly a
1th after town councilors awarded 2
tract for the 21,000-square-foot build-
1o New Ipswich-based Hutter Con-
whon. It also comes after councilors

your they would cut the tax rate
i g iespi new police station
{0l other multi-mittion-dollar

i projects.

iy
Vhat & redesign would do to the bot-

: 7% ‘7/& 3
‘Rock’ Unegn lewdin
to protest

zoning

article

ByJANINEE.GlLBERTSON
‘UﬁOﬂLawefCarsspOﬂdW

SALEM — Officials from Rock-
mghamPa:kracetracksaidlastnight
theyp}antoﬁleaprptestpgﬁﬁon

tions on the race track’s redevelop-
ment. :

The planning board held a public
hearing on an amendment to the
yrack's current zoping and voted to
place a zoning article before voters in
March that will require track officials
to submit a master plan for the 178-
gcre parcel prior to submitting a site

plan.

That master plan would have to be
approved by the planning board be-
fore Rockingham could come forward
with specific site plans.

The zoning change, i approved by
voters, would also require Rock-
ingham to adhere to redevelopment
plans that include the planning
poard’s “vision” of the property that
includes a pedesnian-friend}y down-
town area with a town center and
nﬁx&duseofthepropertysuchasa
combination of retail and office space.

Ed Callahan, vice president and
general manager of Rockingham

Park, and Dan Callahan, attorney for
the track, presented the planning
board with their idea  of zoning
changes they say the track could live

with.

Under their zoning change, the
hackwouldsﬁllbeobﬁgatedtosub—
mit a master plan but would not be
bound to specific types of develop-
ment such as creating a downtown
area or a fown center. A

The master plan would also not
need approval from the planning
board before submittal of asite plan.
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Zoning amendmen;/.g@ o
public hearing set -

* Input sought on first
draft of proposed zon-
ing for future develop-
ment at Rockingham
Park.

After discussions with Rock-
ingham Park over easing zoning lan-
guage for future development, plan-
b ning board members

v

have finished the first
ERIC draft of the 2003 zoning
BAXTER amendments. They are
News Editor

asking for public input at
a hearing to be held at
town hall on Monday. The public’s
opinions will be taken into account
when the final drafts of the amend-

While the Salem Master Plan has
set ideas for the area in and around
Rockingham Park, the track’s recent
decision to close racing after the next
two seasons prompted planning board
members to work closely with the
park to see that their development met
with Salem’s future plans.

Prolonged discussion marked a
recent meeting where Rockingham -
Park General Manager Ed Callahan
asked planning board members to cre-
ate more flexible zoning for the area to
ease the transition from track to
mixed-use area.

Planning board members added
several provisions to the existing zon-
ing with the intent of creating an area

ments are set.

» Continued from page 1

containing a town common, retail
shops, restaurants, business offices
and residences placed in a pedestrian-
friendly area.

To achieve this, Rockingham
will be allowed a large share of
independence from current land
use rules if the park submits an
overall master development plan
approved by the town and follows
that plan.

Any deviations are subject to
approval by the planning board.

Members are also seeking input on
zoning amendments aimed at increas-
ing the stock of affordable elderly
housing and defining exactly who can
occupy the units.

Zoning rules currently require that
80 percent of the units must be occu-
pied by people 55 and older with the

Please scc HEARING page 16

remaining 20 percent with at least one
occupant older than 55. "
The proposed amendment will
add that all development with more
than 80 units will offer at least 10 per-
cent of those units as affordable.
Added to this, the town is offering an
incentive in the form of a density

‘bonus, of up to 10 percent, for devel-

opments that restrict the age of all
occupants to older than 62. An addi
tional bonus would also be granted to
projects offering a higher-than-
required percentage of affordable
units.

Other zoning changes being pre-
sented at the hearing include retail
store restrictions, rezoming of apart-
ment buildings, revising the current
open space preservation ordinance
and the presentation of two citizen
petitions restricting future gas station
construction.
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