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Understanding Salem’s Spatial Structure

Three main factors shaped historic development patterns in Salem
1. Extensive Wetlands & Water Features
2. Dramatic Rail & Roadway Hierarchy: I-93, Rt-28/Broadway, Main St
3. A Poly-Centered Core: many “town centers” and commercial variety
has allowed for appealing specialization and diversity
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Wetlands & Water Features

Salem’s lakes, ponds, rivers and
streams are woven throughout its
residential neighborhoods, and
estensive wetlands surrounding
them. Historic development
patterns responded to this unique
landscape.
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Historic Development

What remains of Salem’s pre-1900
development is clustered around
Arlington Pond and the North Salem
Historic Town Center, and along
Main Street between the Depot

and the Historic Town Center. This
remains the most walkable and
compact part of town.

Poly-Centered Core

Salem’s historic development

along Broadway and the former

rail line responded to commercial
and industrial needs whereas the
historic civic and commercial cores
of the town to the west arose from
local needs and daily routines. This
structure has persisted into modern
days, making the connections
between them especialy important.
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